"l love being down here in Lower Haight because it's this community of record stores, each with
their own specialties, some of which overlap, but we all support each other and are friends,"” says
Vivian. "You have Groove Merchant, Vinyl Dreams, Jack's Record Cellar and Originals Vinyl
over on Fillmore. In fact, many of the stores down here have the same employees."

Although he doesn't know if Rooky's will be around forever, "The bamboo bar, the listening
station, the Liberace curtain and the flamingo will be here as long as | am,"” Vivian assured.

One of Vivian's newest prized possessions.
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scrawied in perfect teenage script along the sleeve. A few of my parents’ friends brought their old 45s to the
party and added them to the mix. By the end of the night, records by The Shangri-Las, Booker T. and The
MG?’s, Ike and Tina, The Drifters, Marvin Gaye, and Tammi Terrell werc all left behind. They remain a
coveted part of my stash to this day.

When [ moved to San Francisco in 1998, | lived near the Lower Haight. Following one hungover break fast

my surroundings: vintage posters, brightly colored candy dishes filled with bubble gum, and a speaker nailed
to a shelf above the front door. The speaker pumped the sound of some forgotten female voices out onto the
sidewalk. The beat, bass line, and passionate souiful singing infected me once again,

s+, has become San Francisco’s 60s soul
medicine man. I love walking into his shop with a song in my head, telling Dick the title, and watching him
do his best to lead me to another tune he’d think I’d like. He’s yet to steer me wrong. Visit Rooky Ricardo's
+ on any given afternoon and you can expect to find a smattering of local soul DJs, collectors, and casual
shoppers among the hundred thousand or so little 45 rpm records, LPs, and Atomic Age doodads. The thing
that sets this slice of record-geek heaven apart is that it isn’t just a place for record hoarders, it’s a place for
music lovers of all kinds,
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