
 

Memo 

 

 

DATE:  August 15, 2018 

TO:  Architectural Review Committee (ARC) of the Historic 
Preservation Commission 

FROM:  Stephanie Cisneros, Preservation Planner, (415) 575-9186 

REVIEWED BY: Tim Frye, Historic Preservation Officer, (415) 575-6822 

RE: Review and Comment for the proposed new construction at 3620 
Buchanan Street (City Landmark No. 58) 

   Case No. 2016-010079COA 

    

BACKGROUND 
The Planning Department (Department) is requesting review and comment before the Architectural 
Review Committee (ARC) regarding the proposal to demolish an existing one-story garden house 
currently used as office space and construct a new four-story, eight unit residential building. The existing 
garden shed structure and new construction will be located on the same parcel as the Merryvale 
Antiques/San Francisco Gas Light Company (S.F. Gas Light Co.) building designated as City Landmark 
No. 58 under Article 10, Section 1004 of the Planning Code.  
 

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION 
The Landmark No. 58 property (parcel 0459/003) contains two buildings: the two-story S.F. Gas Light Co. 
building at the north end of the parcel (3636 Buchanan Street) and a one-story garden house at the 
southern end of the parcel (3620 Buchanan Street). The two-story brick S.F Gas Light Co. building was 
designed in the Richardsonian-Romanesque architectural style by architect Joseph B. Crockett. 
Constructed 1891-1893, the building was used as the company’s administration building. City Landmark 
No. 58 was designated in 1973 for its association with the development of the S.F. Gas Light Co. and its 
North Beach Station and as an outstanding example of Richardsonian-Romanesque architecture. The 
period of significance for Landmark No. 58 is 1893-1958, which is the period of time that the S.F Gas Light 
Co. (and later PG&E) owned, occupied and operated out of the property.  
 
Historic Context of City Landmark No. 58 

Historically, the S.F. Gas Light Co. was one component of a larger complex known as the Gas House 
Cove designed by Crockett and comprised of other predominantly brick buildings, an oiler dock, a 
gasometer, and two storage tanks that collectively came to be known as the gas company’s North Beach 
Station.  The surrounding area was also built up around this time to house other industrial plants such as 
the California Pressed Brick Company, the Pacific Ammonia Chemical Company, and a soap and tallow 
works. PG& E merged with the S.F Gas Light Co. in 1905 and retained ownership of the subject property 
until 1958.  
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1958 

By 1958, the landmarked building that was once the main building of the historically larger complex was 
the only remaining remnant of the previous industrial use of the area; all other buildings and associated 
structures had been destroyed during the 1906 Earthquake and fire or demolished to make way for the 
1915 Panama Pacific International Exposition. In the mid-1950s, the property was purchased by Mr. and 
Mrs. Dent W. Macdonough, who began extensive renovations to convert the property into a high-end 
antique shop. Renovations included a complete restoration and reuse of the extant building as a 
showroom and offices for the Merryvale Antiques shop, construction of a one-story garden house 
(completed in 1958) and addition of a garden between the garden house and the S.F. Gas Light Co. 
building (completed in 1958). The one-story garden house was designed by architect Clifford Conly, Jr. 
and is a wood-frame structure approximately three bays wide and two bays deep. It is vernacular in 
nature with minimally applied French ornamentation and underwent alterations in the 1980s. The garden 
that separates the landmarked building to the north and the garden house to the south was constructed in 
1958 and was originally designed by Jean Wolff, a local gardener who often assisted with the construction 
of Thomas Church commissions. Since construction, the garden has undergone extensive alterations in 
and possibly before 2000.  
 
1973 Landmark Ordinance 

The 1973 Landmark Ordinance outlines the history and significance of the property associated with the 
development of the S.F. Gas Light Co. and its North Beach Station. The garden house and adjacent garden 
were constructed in 1958, as part of a restoration of the S.F. Gas Light Co. building and its conversion to a 
high-end antiques shop. The garden house and adjacent garden are not considered to be contributing 
features of the site associated with the landmark’s significance. The 1973 Landmark Ordinance does not 
explicitly identify character-defining features of the site or building but does describe the landmark 
building in great detail.  The character-defining features of Landmark No. 58 (3636 Buchanan Street) are 
identified as follows: 
 

• Red brick construction 
• Rectangular form of 3636 Buchanan Street featuring two stories and an attic 
• Corner tower with conical roof (exceeds the height of the main roof) 
• Hipped main roof, without projecting eaves, resting on a corbelled cornice 
• Brick chimney  
• Fenestration at the front (west) one-third that includes windows indicating two floors with a 

heavy string course of brickwork at the upper floor level 
• Fenestration at the rear (east) two-thirds containing tall windows divided into panes with 

fanlights above, the sill line of which is uniformed with those on the lower floor at the front, and 
the tops of which extend upward approximately three-quarters of the total wall height 

• Decorative terra-cotta lintels divided into sections containing a patera 
• Centered arched main entrance resting on short black pilasters framing a recessed doorway 
• Two-story opening at the rear (east) façade with flat decorative terra-cotta lintel similar to those 

above the windows 
• Two-story brick pilasters 
• Open space surrounding the building, allowing the building to maintain dominance of the corner 

without being overshadowed by neighbors on either side 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
The Sponsor proposes to demolish the one-story garden house and a portion of the existing garden and 
construct a new four-story, 13,279 square foot residential building on the landmark site. The new 
construction will include eight units, eight bicycle parking spaces, and one accessible vehicle parking 
space. The portion of the existing garden to remain will be utilized as open space. No interior or exterior 
changes to the landmark building at 3636 Buchanan Street are proposed.  
 

OTHER ACTIONS REQUIRED 
The proposed project is being brought to the ARC for review and comment prior to review by the HPC of 
a request for Certificates of Appropriateness pursuant to Article 10 of the Planning Code.  
 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 
The proposed project is currently undergoing environment review under Case No. 2016-010079ENV. 

 

PUBLIC/NEIGHBORHOOD INPUT 
To date, the Department has received multiple phone calls, emails and written letters in opposition to the 
proposed project. The main concerns regarding the proposed project were related to loss of views, the 
possibility of soil contamination, and concern that the garden house and garden adjacent to the landmark 
building are of individual and/or contributory significance.  
 

STAFF ANALYSIS 
The Department seeks the initial feedback of the ARC regarding the design, materiality and relationship 
to the setting of the proposed new construction. Additionally, the Department seeks advice of the ARC 
with regard to compatibility of the project with Article 10 of the Planning Code, the designating 
Ordinance, and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation (Secretary’s Standards). The project 
involves proposed changes to a local landmark (Landmark No. 58). For efficiency, the Department is 
reviewing the proposal under Secretary’s Standards unless the designating Ordinance or Appendix to 
Article 10 includes specific standards. The Department would like the ARC to consider the following 
information: 
 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 
 

Standard #2 
The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of distinctive 
materials or alterations of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that characterize the property 
will be avoided.  

 
Standard #9 
New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic 
materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work will be 
differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale 
and proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of the property and its environment. 
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Standard #10 
New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a manner 
that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its 
environment would be unimpaired.  
 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards: The proposed project would not destroy of damage any 
contributing elements of Landmark No. 58. Department staff will undertake a complete analysis of the 
proposed project per the applicable Standards as part of the environmental review and the subsequent 
Certificate of Appropriateness. In addition, Department staff will undertake additional analysis of the 
proposed project per the standards outlined in Article 10 of the Planning Code, specifically to assess the 
project’s conformance to the guidelines for new construction and compatibility with landmark sites.  
 
Overall Form and Continuity: The existing landmark site contains a two-story building at the north end 
presently used as offices and the surrounding context includes two- to four-story, residential and mixed 
use buildings. The proposed new construction will be a generally rectangular, four-story residential 
building that is in keeping with the surrounding context. The footprint of the new construction will be 
smaller than the footprint of the adjacent landmark building and of the new construction occurring 
immediately to the south. Although a portion of the existing garden will be demolished in order to allow 
for the new construction, the remaining portion will provide sufficient space to allow the landmark 
building and its significance to be maintained and read. With regard to visibility of the landmark 
building, the west elevation of the new construction will be set back from the property line except for a 
portion that will project out to the property line. This will allow for a stronger visual connection to the 
landmark building at the pedestrian level. Overall, the Department believes that the form and footprint of 
the proposed project is compatible with the adjacent landmark site and the surrounding context.  
 
 Recommendation: None. 
 
Scale and Proportion: The new construction will be located at the southern end of the landmark site. The 
building’s overall height will sit below that of the landmark building and below the height of the new 
construction occurring immediately to the south. The rectangular proportion of the new construction will 
appear subordinate to the landmark building and is in keeping with the surrounding context.  
 
 Recommendation: None.  
 
Fenestration: The fenestration of the existing landmark building includes punched recessed wood-frame 
windows with decorative stone arched tops. The proposed fenestration of the new construction will 
consist of punched openings with recessed, vertically oriented, aluminum frame windows. The windows 
aligning the portion of the west elevation that projects out to the property line will also include shadow 
boxes.  Generally, the Department believes that the project’s overall fenestration is differentiated yet 
compatible with the adjacent landmark with regard to design, materials, and orientation.  
 
 Recommendation: None 
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Materials: The landmark building is clad in brick with a heavy stringcourse between the first and second 
floors. The proposed materials of the new construction will be brick at floors one through three. The 
horizontal bands between each floor will be composed of sailor course brick veneer oriented vertically, 
while each of the three floors will be composed of stack bond brick veneer oriented horizontally. The 
proposed material at the fourth floor will be fiber cement panels.  
 

Recommendation: Generally, the Department finds that the proposed materials of the new 
construction will be compatible with that of the landmark. However, in order to further 
distinguish the horizontal bands between each floor, the Department recommends that the brick 
be treated either with a differing texture or projection that draws upon the stringcourse of the 
landmark building. 
 

Architectural Details: The proposed new construction will have no applied architectural details other 
than at the primary entrance and decorative railings at each proposed balcony. The primary entrance will 
be located along Buchanan Street and will include a rectangular recessed entryway with a gate along the 
street frontage that is designed to match the existing gate at the northwest corner of the site. The railings 
at each proposed balcony will be comprised of a combination of central glass guardrails and aluminum 
picket guardrails, with the aluminum guardrails being the dominant material.  
 

Recommendation: Generally, the Department finds that the proposed guardrail and gate designs 
are compatible with the design of those found around the landmark building. In order to ensure 
stronger compatibility with the landmark, the Department recommends that the design of the 
primary entrance on the new construction be studied further to establish a stronger relationship 
to entryways on the landmark site. 

 

REQUESTED ACTION 
Specifically, the Department seeks comments on: 

• The project recommendations proposed by staff. 
• The compatibility of the project with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
1. Project Sponsor plan submittal entitled, “3620 Buchanan Street Presentation to the San Francisco 

Historic Preservation Architectural Review Committee,” dated July 31, 2018. 
2. Merryvale Antiques/S.F. Gas Light Co., Landmark No. 58, Designating Ordinance 
3. Letters and emails in opposition to the proposed project  
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SCHEDULE)

A-1.01

EXISTING SITE PLAN

GROSS FLOOR CALC. DIAGRAMA-0.04

STRUCTURAL ENGINEER:
DCI ENGINEERS
One Post Street, Suite 1050,
San Francisco, CA 94104
Tel: 415.781.1505

CONTACT: JEFF D. BRINK

A-2.03

A-2.04

A-2.05

PLAN P3 - LEVEL 3

PLAN P4 - LEVEL 4

ROOF PLAN

A-3.01 PROPOSED BLDG ELEVATION - NORTH

A-3.02 PROPOSED BLDG ELEVATION - SOUTH

A-3.03 PROPOSED BLDG ELEVATION - EAST

A-2.50 EXISTING GARDEN SHED PLANS

A-3.50 EXISTING BUILDING ELEVATION

A-3.05 BUILDING SECTIONS

A-3.55 EXISTING BUILDING SECTIONS

A-3.51

A-3.52

A-3.53

A-3.54

GAS LIGHT BLDG. ELEVATIONS - WEST 

GAS LIGHT BLDG. ELEVATIONS - NORTH 

GAS LIGHT BLDG. ELEVATIONS - SOUTH 

GAS LIGHT BLDG. ELEVATIONS - EAST 

A-1.02

A-1.03

REARYARD REQUIREMENT PLAN

STREET FRONTAGE ELEV. PROPOSED

A-3.06 BUILDING SECTIONS

A-3.56 EXISTING BUILDING SECTIONS

HISTORIC PRESERVATION:
PAGE & TURNBULL
417 Montgomery Street, 8th Floor
San Francisco, CA 94104
Tel: 415.593.3249

CONTACT: MAGGIE SMITH
(Historic Resource Consultant)

A-2.52 EXISTING LANDMARK BLDG PLAN P2

A-1.04 STREET FRONTAGE ELEV. EXISTING

A-2.51 EXISTING LANDMARK BLDG PLAN P1

A-9.01 WALL SECTION DETAILS

A-7.00 STAIR 1 AND 2 - PLANS AND SECTION

WINDOW TYPE
GYPSUM BOARD

ELEVATION REFERENCE
KEY NOTE REF.

BUILDING / WALL SECTION

CONTIGUOUS INTERIOR

REVISION REFERENCE

COLUMN GRID LINE

DOOR REFERENCE /
DOOR NUMBER

DETAIL REFERENCE

DESIGNATION

PLAN GRAPHICS

FIRE EXTINGUISHER

FIRE EXTINGUISHER

(SEE PARTITION 
WALL / PARTITION REF.

FINISH INDICATION / 

CASE PIECE REFERENCE

REFLECTED CEILING REF.

P.LAM.    

CLT.       

Plastic Laminate

Closet

KIT.       

MGR.       

MTL.      
MFR.       

MIN.       

LAV.     
LAM.      

MECH.      
MANUF.    

H.M.      

JAN.      
INSTR.     
INSUL.    
INCL.      

HDWD.    

G.S.M.    
H.B.       

GL.     

Kitchen

Manufacturer
Mechanical

Manufacturer
Metal

Manager
Minimum

Laminate
Lavatory

Galvanized Sheet Metal

Hollow Metal

Instruction

Included    
Insulation

Janitor

Glass

Hose Bibb
Hardwood

Vinyl Composition Tile
Vapor Barrier

Vestibule
Vision Panel

Water Closet

Water Fountain

Waterproof
Water Resistant

WP.     
W/O.       

WD.     

W.R.      

WF.       
Wood

Without

VEST.     

W.C.    

V.P.      

W/       
W.       

VERT.   

V.B.     
U      

V.C.T.     

West
With

Up

Vertical

F.H.C.      

F.O.S.     
F.O.M.     

GALV.    
G.B.     

GA.       

F.O.F.     
F.O.C.   
FL.         
FIN.    

F & G    

F.D.      

F.A.     

F.E.        

EXP.     

ELEC.    

EXT.      

EQ.       
EWC        

Fire Hose Cabinet

Face of Concrete
Face of Finish
Face of Masonry
Face of Studs

Galvanized
Gage

Grab Bar

Finish
Floor

Flashing & Guttering

Electric Water Cooler

Fire Extinguisher

Fire Alarm

Floor Drain

Electrical

Equal

Exposed
Exterior

ELEV.       

EA.        

EL.         
E.J.       

(E) or (e)   
DWG.  
DS.      
DIM.     

CORR.    

DET.      
DIA.   

DL.       
D.F.      

CONC.     

COL.    

CLKG.    
C.M.U.   

Expansion Joint
Floor Elevation

Drawing Elevation

Downspout

East
Each

Dimension

Drawing
Existing

Concrete Masonry Unit

Drinking Fountain

Corridor

Double

Detail
Diameter

Caulking

Column

Concrete

SIM.   Similar

Top of Curb/Coping

Unless Otherwise Noted

Specification

Stainless Steel

Standard

Structural
Suspended
Symmetrical

Top of Beam

Telephone

Top of Slab
Television
Top of Wall

T.        Tread

TYP.     
T.O.W.    
T.V.      
T.O.S.    

U.O.N.    

TEL.       

T.O.B.      
T.O.C.      

Typical

Top of

STRUCT.  

SYM.        
SUSP.       

STL.     
STD.    

SQ.     
SPEC.       

S.S.       

Steel

Square

CABINET (RECESSED)

Reference

Rough Opening

Roof Drain

Rod and Sealant

Quarry Tile

Solid Core
Schedule

Sheet Metal
SHT.   
S.M.       
SECT.    
SCHED.     
S.C.      

RM.     

REV.     
REF.      

R.O.    

Section

Sheet

Revision

Room

R.      

RAD.     
R.D.    

R & S     

PRCST.    
PLAS.      

Q.T.     

PR.      

Radius

Riser

Pair
Plaster
Precast

BLDG.     

CER.      
CEM.       

C.T.S.K.

C.B.        

BOT.      

BLKG.      

B.R.S.      

B.O.      

ALUM.      

A.F.F.      

ACOUS.   
ADJ.      

A.C.      
A.D.     

Building

Backing Rod and Sealant

Catch Basin

Countersunk

Bottom of

Cement
Ceramic

Blocking

Bottom

Asphaltic Concrete

Above Finish Floor

Area Drain

Adjustable
Acoustical

Aluminum

Overflow Roof Drain

Miscellaneous
Masonry Opening

Not in Contract

Not to Scale

On Center
Outside Diameter

OPP.      
OPG.    
OFF.    
O.R.D.    

O.C.      

N.T.S.  
NO.   

O/         

O.D.    

Office
Opening
Opposite

Over

Number

M.O.   

N.      

MTD.     
(N)     

N.I.C.     

MISC.  

New
Mounted

North

REVISION NO.
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INDICATION, SEE
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HEAD CONDITION
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REFERENCE NO.
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TIMER SWITCH
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EXIT
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CEILING MOUNTED FLUOR.

FLUOR. LIGHT FIXTURE
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LIGHT FIXTURE HEAT LAMP
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CONTROL JOINT
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CONSTRUCTION
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CONSTRUCTION
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SCHEDULE)

A-1.01

EXISTING SITE PLAN

GROSS FLOOR CALC. DIAGRAMA-0.04

STRUCTURAL ENGINEER:
DCI ENGINEERS
One Post Street, Suite 1050,
San Francisco, CA 94104
Tel: 415.781.1505

CONTACT: JEFF D. BRINK

A-2.03

A-2.04

A-2.05

PLAN P3 - LEVEL 3

PLAN P4 - LEVEL 4

ROOF PLAN

A-3.01 PROPOSED BLDG ELEVATION - NORTH

A-3.02 PROPOSED BLDG ELEVATION - SOUTH

A-3.03 PROPOSED BLDG ELEVATION - EAST

A-2.50 EXISTING GARDEN SHED PLANS

A-3.50 EXISTING BUILDING ELEVATION

A-3.05 BUILDING SECTIONS

A-3.55 EXISTING BUILDING SECTIONS

A-3.51

A-3.52

A-3.53

A-3.54

GAS LIGHT BLDG. ELEVATIONS - WEST 

GAS LIGHT BLDG. ELEVATIONS - NORTH 

GAS LIGHT BLDG. ELEVATIONS - SOUTH 

GAS LIGHT BLDG. ELEVATIONS - EAST 

A-1.02

A-1.03

REARYARD REQUIREMENT PLAN

STREET FRONTAGE ELEV. PROPOSED

A-3.06 BUILDING SECTIONS

A-3.56 EXISTING BUILDING SECTIONS

HISTORIC PRESERVATION:
PAGE & TURNBULL
417 Montgomery Street, 8th Floor
San Francisco, CA 94104
Tel: 415.593.3249

CONTACT: MAGGIE SMITH
(Historic Resource Consultant)

A-2.52 EXISTING LANDMARK BLDG PLAN P2

A-1.04 STREET FRONTAGE ELEV. EXISTING

A-2.51 EXISTING LANDMARK BLDG PLAN P1

A-9.01 WALL SECTION DETAILS

A-7.00 STAIR 1 AND 2 - PLANS AND SECTION

WINDOW TYPE
GYPSUM BOARD

ELEVATION REFERENCE
KEY NOTE REF.

BUILDING / WALL SECTION

CONTIGUOUS INTERIOR

REVISION REFERENCE

COLUMN GRID LINE

DOOR REFERENCE /
DOOR NUMBER

DETAIL REFERENCE

DESIGNATION

PLAN GRAPHICS

FIRE EXTINGUISHER

FIRE EXTINGUISHER

(SEE PARTITION 
WALL / PARTITION REF.

FINISH INDICATION / 

CASE PIECE REFERENCE

REFLECTED CEILING REF.

P.LAM.    

CLT.       

Plastic Laminate

Closet

KIT.       

MGR.       

MTL.      
MFR.       

MIN.       

LAV.     
LAM.      

MECH.      
MANUF.    

H.M.      

JAN.      
INSTR.     
INSUL.    
INCL.      

HDWD.    

G.S.M.    
H.B.       

GL.     

Kitchen

Manufacturer
Mechanical

Manufacturer
Metal

Manager
Minimum

Laminate
Lavatory

Galvanized Sheet Metal

Hollow Metal

Instruction

Included    
Insulation

Janitor

Glass

Hose Bibb
Hardwood

Vinyl Composition Tile
Vapor Barrier

Vestibule
Vision Panel

Water Closet

Water Fountain

Waterproof
Water Resistant

WP.     
W/O.       

WD.     

W.R.      

WF.       
Wood

Without

VEST.     

W.C.    

V.P.      

W/       
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PROPOSED SIDE ELEV. SCALE: 3/32" = 1'-0"

NOTE: SEE ENLARGED ELEVATIONS ON SHEETS A-3.00 -
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A-3.54 FOR EXISTING / PROPOSED MATERIAL FINISHES.
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~ ~PUNNIMC CODE,

~ D• it otddoed 67 the people of the Ctt~ gad County of Sao Fr~ael~co:
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Ì purpo~u of Aiticl• 10 0[ the City Tl~outng Cod• and tha at~rdazd~ to fortA tE~r~lo.

9 (~) De~tRn~tlon. Yunu~nt [o Sec[!on 1604 of the Ciir Pl~outag Co6~,

~~~i Ch~pc~r TI, Pert II o[ the Sao }z~ocl~eo Muutcipal Cody, Merryvale A.itique~ is
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» I,vi[h cha Cierk of the 6o~rd of Super~iwn under 1Lla No.

~~~I (b) Required Data. 7h• ix ~t ion •od bwod~rie~ of [h[ laadm~rk site, the

~S 1cs~racuriulc~ of the landwrk vhlch ]u~[ify its dutge~tSon, and cAe parciwl~r

16 itgture~ thy[ ~honld b• pr~tarvad, deserib~d end lnelud~d to the paid Reaolurioo,

!~
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SAN FRf~ICISCO

CITY PLANNING COt~^tISSION

RESOLUTION N0. 7076

WHEREAS, A proposal to designate Merryvaie at 3640 Buchanan Street as a

Landmark pursuant to the provisions of Article 10 of the City Planning Code was

initiated by the Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board on August 22, 1913, and said

Advisory Board, after due consideration, has recommended approval of this proposal;

and

WHEREAS, The City Planning Commission, after due notice given, held a public

hearing on September 20, 1973, to consider the proposed designation and the report

of said Advisory Board; and

WHEREAS, The Commission believes that the proposed Landmark has a special

character and special historical, architectural and aesthetic interest and value;

and thtat the proposed designation would be in furtherance of and in conformance with

the purposes and standards of the said Article 10;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, First, that the proposal to designate Merryvale

at 3640 Buchanan Street as a Landmark pursuant to ArCicle 10 of the City Planning

Code is hereby APPROVED, the location and boundaries of the landmark site being as

follows:

Beginning at the point of intersection of the

southerly line of North Point Street and the easterly

line of Buchanan Street; thence easterly along the

southerly line of North Point Street for a distance

of 118 feet; thence at a right angle southerly for

a distance of 69.917 feeL-; thence at a right angle

westerly for a distance of 68.$03 feet; thence at

a right angle southerly for a distance of 104,75

feet; thence at a right angle westerly for a dis-

tance of 49.917 feet; thence at a right angle

northerly along the easterly line of Buchanan

Street for a distance of 174.667 feet to the point

of beginning. Being Lot 3 in Assessor's Block 459,.
which property is known as 3640 Buchanan Street.

Second, That the special character and special

historical, architectural and aesthetic interest and value of the said Landmark

justifying its designation are set forth in the Landmarks Preservation Advisory

Board Resolution No. 88 as adopted on August 22, 1973, which resolution is incor-

porated herein and made apart hereof as though fully set forth;

Third, That the said Landmark should be preserved

generally in all of its particular exterior features as existing on the date hereof

and as described and depicted in the photographs, case xeport and other material on

file in the Department of City Planning Docker LM 7:;.3;

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Commission hereby directs its Secretary to

transmit the proposal for designation, with a copy of this Resolution,to the Board

of Supervisors for appropriate action.



CITY PLANNING COhA1ISSI(7N RESOLUTZON N0. 7076
Page Two

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the City Planning
Commission at its regular meeting of September 20, 1973.

Lynn E. P io
Secretary

AYES: Commissioners Farrell, Fleishhacker, Porter, Ritchie, Rueda

NOES: None

ABSENT: Commissioners Melicn, Newman

PASSED: September 20, 1973



LADIDMARKS PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD MERRYVALE ANTIQUES
C~:~ ! -r:.r• 1. ~ ;. (Formerly San Francisco

Gas Light Company)

OWNER: Merryvale, Incorporated. (Mx. & Dfrs. Dent W. Macdonough)

LOCATION: 3640 Buchanan, the southeast corner of Buchanan and North Point

Streets, being Lot 3 in Assessor's Block 459.

HISTORY: Established in 1873, the San Francisco Gas Light Company was the

result of a series of mergers of various companies, ttie earliest

of which was the San Francisco Gas Company, founded in 1852 by

Forty-niners Peter Donahue and his brother ,Tames. The brothers,

with other family members, had previously established the first

iron works in California i❑ 15:9. Peter Donahue, to whose memory

the Mechanics Monument at Market, Bush and Sansome Streets is

erected, also headed the successful completion of the second

railroad in California which ran between San Francisco and San

Jose.

Within the merged gas companies, Peter Donahue held various offices,

the last being that of President of San Francisco Gas Light Company

from which he resigned in 1883, one year before his death. Upon

his resignation, the Presidency of the San Francisco Gas Light

Company was passed on to Eugene P. Murphy who was succeeded in

1885 by Joseph B. Crockett. Although still extremely young,

Mr. Crockett had been with the company since i[s founding twelve

years earlier during which time he conceived the idea of a new

gas works which would not only be modern but would also be more
than adequate for the growing City`s immediate needs. In 1884,

under his direction, the company purchased three blocks between

Webster, Laguna and Bay Streets with the northerly boundary being

the Bay itself. In 1891 construcL-ion began on the predominately
brick buildings which would comprise the new gas works. Also

included was an oiler dock - oiZ was to replace more expensive

coal in operating the boilers - a gasometer, and two storage tanks,

one with a capacity of two million cubic feet making it the Largest

of its kind west of Chicago.

Upon its completion in 1893, the complex was hailed as the most

modern and best designed in the United States, a tribute to

3oseph B. Crockett to whom its design and architecture are

attributed. The headquarters building, now occupied by Merryvale,

Inc „ antiques, and which is the only building of the original

complex still standing, housed Che company's business offices in

the front, upstairs living quarters for the plant manager, and

in the main room to 'the rear, two large gas compression cylinders

whose operation was dependent on water pumped from the Bay. The

warmed water, returned to the Say through large pipes, made

swimming in what has ever since been known as Gas House Cove,

popular indeed.

On December LI, LS96, the firm merged with Ldison Light and Power,

the whole becoming the San Francisco Gas & Electric Company which

was absorbed by Pacific Gas &Electric Company in 1905. By 1906,

and after, this building was being used solely for storing company

records, a use it conL-inued to serve until it was sold [o the

present owners in the mid-1950's.

The handsomely-landscaped an

in the original complex were

1906 Earthquake and Fire as

shown is the damage to a gas

building.

d spacious areas between the buildings

ideal for refuges following the

photographs of the period show. Also

storage tank and an arched brick



LANDMARKS PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD MERRY VALE ANTIQUES
PAGE TWO

HISTORY: The present owners' restoration by William Wureter of Wurster,(Continued) Bernardi & Enmona, and re-use of the former headquarters build-• ing to display primarily eighteenth century antiques hsa been
masterful. The most impressive interior feature is the main
room which formerly housed the turbines. Thie two-story room
is 28 feet high and approximately 50 feet square; large arched
windoWe of hand-rolled glees contrast with walls of exposed
brick, the whole being surmounted by aparticulerly handsome
coffered ceiling, each large redwood square of Which ie set off
by great beams. The former front offices are distinguished by
paneled dados, high ceilings and tall, narrow doors with transoms
above.

A year after Merryvale's formal opening in 1958, the owners
added an equally impressive garden shop to the south which is
directly accessible from the main building.

Also of interest is the iron fence which encloses the front
lawn; it ie similar to the original and was placed as part of
the restoration.

ARCHITECTURE: Richardsonian-Romanesque in its styling, this red brick
rectangular building is, except for a corner tower, of uniform
height. It is capped by a hipped roof, without projecting eaves,
resting on a corbelled cornice. On its narrower facade facing
Buchanan Street, s centered arched main entrance is asymetri-
cally balanced by the Queen Anne tower to the left whose conical
roof rises to its apex at an elevation slightly higher than
that of the roof ridge behind. From the exterior, the fenes-
tration reflects the interior division of the building into two
elements; the front, or westerly, one-third possessing windows
indicating two floors with a heavy string course of brickwork
at the upper floor level; the remaining two-thirds of the build-
ing, equal in height to the front, contains [all windows divided
into panes with fanlights above, whose sill line is uniform
with those on the lower floor at the front, but whose tops
extend upward about three-quarters of the total wall height.
On its south elevation, two-story pilasters divide the building
into six evenly spaced bays. However, on the north, along North
point Street, this same division is only partially carried out,
the pilasters here defining only the four bays containing the
taller window e. The rear of the building is divided, also by
two-story pilasters, into three bays slightly wider than those
on the north and south sides, The center bay houses a double
doorway extending its full width and equal in height to the
windows in the adjacent bays. The doorway is topped by a
flattened arch similar in its arc to that above the second story
windows on the front portion of the building; all other windows
and the main entry have se.ni-circular arched top a. All wall
op eninga are surmounted and protected by slightly projecting
cast stone moldings and, except for that over the main entrance,
are divided into sections containing a paters. The main entrance
arch, resting on short brick pilasters, frames a recessed door-
Way; here a deeper molding than that over the windows retains
[he name of the original occupant of the structure:

S.F, G A S L I G A T C 0.

SURROUNDING LAND Zoning of the subject property is C-2 for a depth of 100 feet
USE AND ZONING: along Buchanan Street; the rear 18 feet of the parcel along North

Point is zoned R-4. A PG&E substation is located to [he east, a
eervice station to [he south. An apartment complex occupies
most of the remainder of the block. Residential and commercial
uses are located across Buchanan Street and a supermarket and
parking lot across North Point Street faces into Gas House Cove.
Fort Mason lies one block to the east.



October 25, 2017

Stephanie Cisneros
San Francisco Planning Department
1650 Mission (400)
San Francisco, CA. 9413

Dear Ms Cisneros:

Please do not approve yet another toxic cleanup and construction project (3620 Buchanan Street,

2016-010079PRJ) outside our windows! We are being enshrouded by development. We are losing

light. We are losing breezes, critical in times of rising temperatures. We've lost views of the sky and

Moscone Park. We've lost the relative quiet of our block. We've lost 18 mature 35' trees, their

benefits, and their native birds. All of these losses are negative impacts on our lives and environment

and they are significant.

The potential dangers and traffic problems at a developing 3620 Buchanan site can be envisioned by

having seen the excavators, drilling rigs, trucks, cranes, caterpillars, dewatering tanks, cement trucks,

supply storage areas, generators, etc. required for the 1598 Bay /Buchanan Street project. Parking

lanes, sidewalks, bike lanes and traffic lanes have been blocked on Bay /Buchanan Streets since

June, 2017 to accommodate this equipment. On Buchanan Street add all of the above to the MUNI 43

bus, Safeway trucks, postal vehicles, and you have gridlock and danger.

Sincerel ,

. ~
Mi Sharon Hetke

MICXIOAN

Sharon Heflce z a,s
1550 Bay St
San Francisco, CA 94123

THE LEADERS AND BEST

Cc: Rich Hillis, Commission President San Francisco Planning Department
Margaux Kelly, Supervisor Mark Farrell's Office
Matier and Ross, San Francisco Chronicle
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October 25, 2017

~ ~ 1 Z

~~ ~ ~~~
Stephanie Cisr;eros
San Francisco Planning Department
1650 Mission (400)
San Francisco, CA. 941 3

Dear Ms Cisneros:

~~o~~o ~
1

Please do not approve yet another toxic cleanup and construction project (3620 Buchanan Street,

2016-010079PRJ) outside our windows! We are being enshrouded by development. We are losing

light. We are losing breezes, critical in times of rising temperatures. We've lost views of the sky and

Moscone Park. We've lost the relative quiet of our block. We've lost 18 mature 35' trees, their

benefits, and their native birds. All of these losses are negative impacts on our lives and environment

and they are significant.

The potential dangers and traffic problems at a developing 3620 Buchanan site can be envisioned by

having seen the excavators, drilling rigs, trucks, cranes, caterpillars, dewatering tanks, cement trucks,

supply storage areas, generators, etc. required for the 1598 Bay /Buchanan Street project. Parking

lanes, sidewalks, bike lanes and traffic lanes have been blocked on Bay /Buchanan Streets since
~,o~t~

June, ~9~.~to accommodate this equipment. On Buchanan Street add all of the above to the MUNI 43

bus, Safeway trucks, postal vehicles, and you have gridlock and danger.

Sincerely,

`̀~~ ~

Mi baron He&e
M If N1Y~M

Sharon Hefke t318
1550 Bay St
San Francisco. CA 94123

rttr: t.e.aneas:~~o ae~r

Cc: Rich Hillis, Commission President San Francisco Planning Department
Margaux Kelly, Supervisor Mark Farrell's Office
Matier and Ross, San Francisco Chronicle



Cisneros, Stephanie (CPC)

From: Arnold Cohn <sfamc2@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, November O1, 2017 4:47 PM
To: Secretary, Commissions (CPC); Frye, Tim (CPC); Cisneros, Stephanie (CPC)
Subject: Historical Preservation Commission Meeting Today
Attachments: AssessorBlock0459.pdf; Resolution 88 scanned.pdf; Recording Resolution 88.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Hello

I gave the following presentation to the San Francisco Historical Commission today, during the general public
comment.

My name is Arnold Cohn. I want to talk about 3620 Buchanan your reference 2016-010079COA.

The Board of Supervisors in 1973 passed Resolution 88 that designated 3620 Buchanan, Block 459 Lot 3, the
entire area - a designated historical landmark 58.

The boundaries and perimeters of the historical landmark defined in both the Resolution 88 and the recording of
the Resolution in the City's official records -the entire area of Block 459 Lot 3.

These documents are in your files at 1650 Mission Street fourth floor.

Do not allow new proposed construction at 3620 Buchanan, because it violates Resolution 88 and may violate
CEQA.

CEQA California Environmental Quality Act

i
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L*S 73.3

TQTICE CF DESIGNATION OF IANDMARK

notice is hereby given to all persona, pursuant co Section 1004,6 of the Ctty
Planning Code, Chapter II, Part II of the San Francisco lyuniciQal Code, that the
property described b¢loa, of wfi ich [he current owner is M`. & Mrs. Dent
Macdonoucrh

has been desisnated ae a Laadmerk by Ordinance No, 12-74 of the 0oazd of ~
Supervisors of the Ci[y and Coun[y of San Francisco, effective Feb=nary 4
19~_. A copy of this Ordinance is on file with the Clerk of the said Boerd~
of Supervieora. The effect of this designation in to impose certain cor.trole and
standards on the said property and on the improvements thereon, ea ae[ forth in
Article 10 of the City Planing Code and in the Aesignating Ordinance.

The evbyect property Ls Legally dese.~ibed and known as follocas; ,

Beginning at the point of intersection of the southerly
line of North Point Street and the easterly line of
Buchanan Street; thence easterly along the southerly
line of North Point Street for a distance of 118 feet;
thence at a right angle sotrtherly for a distance of
69.917 feet; thence at a right angle westerly Eor a
distance of 68.803 £eat; thence at a right angle
southerly for a distance of 104.75 feet; thence at a
right angle westerly for a distance of 49.417 feet;
thence at a right angle northerly along the easterly
line of Buchanan Street for a distance of 174.667 feet
to the point of beginning; barns Lot 3 in Assessor's
Block 459.

W45~~?
,rr;~n~_ ; r 1Fiii3rSi ~.

pan ~ ~unrr or saH ~aancts~::.

„ ~r~!~GO C ~.

o
~~•M~ 'r

Dated: ~~~ 2S 1474

State of California ) 58
City and County of San Fraacieco)

Department of C y Planntcfg

gy.

R. Sp r Steele
Zoni Administraeor

on SAN 28 ~9~`t before the undereigrted, personally appeared
R, Spencer Steele, known to me to be the Zoning Administrator of the City and
County of San Fzancieco~ and acknowZedg¢d to me that he executed the sac+e on be-half of [he City and County of San Francisco.

IN 6'ITNESS NEiEftEOF, I have hereunto set cry hand and affixed the official seal of my
office, the day and year last above written. .,

9
c '

c : , -~~ - . icccrJcr

ay:
Dep ty County Recor r -

f:.t~
C'~
'~

~
~

L-42
(Rev, 8(!4/72)



LANDMARKS PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD

of the

CITE PLANNING COt~!ISSION

RESOLUTION I:O. 88

WHEREAS, A proposal to desi note Mezx vale at 3640 Buchangn Street as aLandmark pursuant to the provis ons o Artic r v x e C. ty ann ng o e as beenear an considered by [he Landmarks PreservaCion Advisory Board; and

tJHEREAS, The Advisory Board believes that the proposed `~ ndmatk has a s ecialcd arac[ar and s ecial htetor ical, architectural and aesthetic interest an va ue;an t at t e propose as gnat ion ~+ou e n _vrt erance a an o coo ormance a ththe purposes and standards of said Article 10;

NOW TREREFOitE BE IT RESOLVED, First, that Chie Advteory Baard iptends to anddoes hereby formally initiate proceedings tar the designation as a Landmark pursuantto the provislonfl of Article 10 of the City Planning Code of Merryvale at 3640Buchaaaa Street; and that this $oacd recommends to the City Planning Commission thatthis designeiion propo~el be APPRQVBD; tF.e location and boundaries of the landmarkLeite being as Eollovs:

Beginr:ing at the point of intersection of the southerlyline of North Point Street and the easterly line of
Euchet,an Street; thence easterly along the southerlyline of North Point StzeeC Eor a discance of 118 feet;thence at a right angle southerly for a 6istance of69.917 feet; thence at a right angle westerly for adistance of 64.803 feet; thence at E tLght angle
southerly for a distance oP 104.15 feet; thencz at eright a¢gle wes~arly for a distance o: 49.917 £eat;
thence at a right angle roriheriy along the easterlyline of Buchanan Street for e distance of 174.667 fee[to the point of Leginning.

,~Bele~ Lot 3 in Assessor's Biock 459, which prop artyto known es 3640 Buchanea Street.

Second, that the special cheraccer and specLal6lstorical, architectural and aesChetic interest and value of the said Landmark~ustifyi.ng itsdesigoation are ae follows:

fistablished in 1873, the San prancisco Ges Light Co~anyiaas the cesule of a series of mergers of various com-
panies, the ear.liestot which was the San Erencisco C.as
Company, founded in 1852 by Forty-niners Peter Dcraahue
and his brother James. The brothers, ~iLh other family
members, had previously established the first iron works
in California in 1849. Peter Donahue, to whose memory
Che Mechanics Monument at Afarket, Bush and Sansone StreeCsis erected, also heeded the succexsful coapletion of Chesecond railroad in Caltfom is Which ran between
San Francisco and San Jose.

Githin the merged gas companies, Peter BQnahue held
various offices, the lase being that of President of
San Francisco Gas Light Company from which he resigned
in 1883, one yeez before his death. Upon his reslgne-cion, the Yracideney of the Sea Francisco Caa Light
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Cn~any was passed an to Lug~ne P. Fturphy wtso tans
succeeded in 1885 by Joseph B. Crocko[t. Aithough still
ezt emely yang, tfr. Crocket[ had been viGh Che compaey
since its founding twelve years earlier during Which time
!:e conceivxd the idea of a oe:: gas works +~hich would not
only be modern but would also be more than adequate for
the grovLng City's immediate aeeda. In 1894, under his
direction, the company purchased three blacks oetaeen
Webster, Laguna attd Bay 5treet6 with the northerly boun-
dary being the Bay itself. Zn 1891 construction began on
the predominately brick buildin~e which would comprise
the new gas uorka. Also fncluded aas an oiler dock - oil
was to replace more expensive coal i.n operating the boilers -
a gasometer, sad two storage. teaks, one wish a cayacity of
two million rabic feet making it [he largest of it& kind

mss+ of Chicagc.
S~ '_ __.

Upon its cou~pletion in 1893,- ~Ehe eompleac was hailed as
the most modern and best designed in the United States,
s tribaLe Co Joseph B. Crockett to whom its design and
architecture ara attributed. The headquarters builEing,
now occupied by Merryvate, Inc., antiques, and which is
the only building of the original complex still standing,
housed the c~apany's buai.ness o[fices in tfie front, up-
xtairs living quarters far the plant ravager, and in the
mein roow ku the rear, two lame gas cc+u~rsssioa cylinders
witosa operaeion was dependent an water pumped from the
Bay. The warmed water, returned t~ the Bay through laig~
pipes, made suiaaning in what hue ever since been kncwn as
Gas House Cove, popular indeec.

~s December I1, 189G, the firm merged with Edison Lighr and
Povea, the whole becoming the San Francisco Gus 6 $lectric
Company which was adsorbed ay Pacific Gas & Electric Company
1n 2405_ By 1906, and after, this building was being used
solelq for seoring company retards, a use it continued [o
serve until is was sold to the present ovaers in the
mid-1450's.

The handsomely-lan3scaped and spacious erects between the
ai ngs n e stag na coal rat
n oy ng e ar qua e an r as R

ẁt?~e erio~i ~s  ovr. 6. ao s mon s t e amaze o a gas ~
storage tan an an arched brick building.

'Fhe extremely sensitive restaratLon (by Mz. and Mrs. Dank
W. MacDonough uho engaged William Wurster of Wurater,
Ber~nrdi & 0¢mians for Chis work} and Che re-use of the
farmer headquarters bnildi~g to display primarily
BighCeenth Centnrp antiques has beev masterful. The most
impressive interior feature is tie aura room c~hfch
formerly housed the turbines. Shis two-story room is 28
feet hfgh and apprAxfmateky 50 Feet equate; larged arehed
windows of hand-coiled glass captraet with wa11s of exposed
brisk, the whole being surmounted by e particularly handsome
cof€eyed ceiling, each large redwood square of v+hich is set
off by great begms. The former front offices are distin-
guished by paneled dados, high ceilings and tall, narrow
doors vi,th [ransoms above.
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A year after Merryvale's forc~al opening in 1958, 
,,e owners a e an equa y mpresaioe gar en s ap 

~~ """~~.-'.~to t o soat W e s irec y access e rom e
main u tng.

Also of interact is the iron fence which encloses
the front lava; i[ is similar to the original and
~+as paced as part of the restoration.

'Phird, that the said Laadmark shwld be preservedgenerally in all of its particular esterlor features as existing on the date hereofand as descrihed and depicted in Che photographs, case reQort end other material onfile in [he Department of City Planning in Docket No. 11i 73.3, the summary descrip-tion being as follows:

Richardsoninn-Romanesque in its styling, [his red
brick rectangular building is, except for a corner
tower, of uniform height. It is capped by a hipped
roof, xithout projectln3 eaves, resting on a corbelled
cornice. On ite narrower facade facing Auchanan
Street, a cenCeted arched main entrance is asaymetri-
cQlly balanced by the Queen Anne towez to the left
whose conical roof rises to its apex at an elevation
slightly higher than that of the roof riJge bei~ind.
Prom the exterior, the fenescracion reflects the
interior division of the building into two elements:
the front, or westerly, one-third po.seseiag ~tndowc
indicating tvo floors with a heavy string course of
brickwork at [lie upper floor level; the remaining
two-thirds of the building, equal in height to the
front, contains tall s+indoca, divided into panes with
fanlights above, whose ei11 line is uniform with those
on the lower floor at the front, but whose tops extend
upward about three-quarters of the total wall height.
On Sts south elevation, two-story pilasters divide the
building into six evenly spaced bays. However, on the
north, along NorY.h Pofuc Street, this same division is
only partially carried out, the pilasters here defining
only [he four bays containing the taller windows. The
rear of the building is divided, also by two-story
pilasters, iaco three bays slightly ~+ider than those on
the north and swth sides. The center bay houses a
double doorway extending its full width and equal in
height to the Windoc~s in the ac~aceni bays. The door-
w~y is topped by a flattened -arch similar in its arc to
chat above the second story uindovs on the Front portion
of the building; all other windows sad the main entry
have semi-circular arched tope. All wall openings are
sucmouated artd protected by slightly projecting cant stone
¢Aldings and, ezcep[ for that cver [he main entrance,
are divided into sections cont2ining a paters. Tha
main entrance arch, testing on short brick pilasters,
frames a recessed doorway; here a deeper molding than
that over the windows retains the name of the original
octupaat of the structure:

S.F. CAS LIGHT CO,
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LAtIIN~A R!i5 P22PSE&VATlW AAV'LSORY BQA RD - 4 - RESOLUTION NQ. 88

AND BE IT FI;RTftER RESOLVED, That .he Board hereby directs its Secretary to
report ehis action and ro subnit a copy n£ this Resniutiun t~ the Plenn£ng Com~nissian
for further ac: ion in accordance With the said Artiele 20.

Z FiiREBY CERTIFY that the 'oregoing Resolutian vas adcpted by the Landa:axks
preservation Advisory Board at its reguta: nreting of Au~us: 22, 1473.

Edcaard N. Michael
SecseKary to the 9oerd

AYL~Se de Losada, Jecobe, Platt, Shumate, Wtiisler

N6E5: tone

ABSFrYT: Maiiliard, 1icG2oin, Whitaker

~ATEA: Avg~~st 22, 1473
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Cisneros, Stephanie (CPC)

From: Arnold Cohn <sfamc2@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, June O1, 2018 11:57 AM
To: Cisneros, Stephanie (CPC); Bendix, Brittany (CPC)
Cc: Frye, Tim (CPC)
Subject: Fwd: 2016-010079COA Response to the Page and Turnbull Planning Depart Review

Draft

Updates and corrections to the Response to the Page and Turnbull Planning Depart Review Draft

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Arnold Cohn <sfamc2(~~~mail.com>
Date: Fri, Jun 1, 2018 at 11:41 AM
Subject: 2016-010079COA Response to the Page and Turnbull Planning Depart Review Draft
To: Andrew Wolfram <andrewnav,tefarch.com>, Aaron Hyland <aaron.hyland.hpc(c~gmail.com>,
ellen.hpc(a~ellenjohnckconsultin~com, rsejohns <RSEJohns(a~vahoo.com>, dianematsudaCa~,hotmail.com,
Jonathan Pearlman <jonathan.pearlman.hp~gmail.com>
Cc: Commissions.Secretary_(a),sfgov.org

Commissioners:

RE: 2016-010079COA

The following response to the Page and Turnbull Planning Depart Review Draft (PTR) of May, 2016
concerning the historical landmark status of 3620, 3636, 3640 Buchanan and 1595 Northpoint, Block 459 Lot 3
in the Assessor's t~ records. The developer of Block 459, Lot 3 sent the PTR to Stephanie Cisneros and
Brittany Bendix at the San Francisco Planning Department. I sent copies of the following letter to both ladies.

At your Wednesday meeting June 6 during the public comment, I will provide you a summary of the following
document. Please contact me if you have additional questions.

Response to Page and Turnbull Planning Depart Review Draft of Mav, 2016 (PTR)

The Page and Turnbull document completely ignores the January, 1974 LANDMARKS PRESERVATION
ADVISORY BOARD of the CITY PLANNING COMMISSION RESOLUTION NO. 88 which identifies the
entire area of Lot 3 in Assessor's Block 459 as the location and boundaries of the landmark site (Landmark No.
~. From the San Francisco Property Information Map, Block 459 Lot 3 includes all of the following
designations as the same location: 3620, 3636 and 3640 Buchanan, and 1595 Northpoint.

The County of San Francisco recorded Resolution 88 in its official records in Book 847 Page 109 January 22,
1974 at 2:34 p.m., by the Dept. of City Planning, R Spencer Steele Zoning Administrator and John Caail
Deputy County Recorder. Notice of Designation of Landmark given to Mr. and Mrs. Dent Macdonough as
owners of the property designated as Block 459 Lot 3, that entire area designated Landmark Ordinance No. 12-
74 effective February 4, 1974.

The bottom of the PTR, page 1 includes the following sentence: "The purpose of this HRE Part



1 is to determine if the subject building is eligible for the California Register of Historical Resources (Californ
ia

Register) individually or in association with the existing Landmark No. 58 and its setting".

The PTR goes on to identify government agencies responsible for the identification and recording of historica
l

designated landmarks. The agencies include the National Register of Historic Places, the California Register
 of

Historical Resources and the California Historic Resources Information System (CHRIS) database. These

registers do not have an entry for Block 459 Lot 3. From the question in the PTR cited above, who can state

why or why not Block 459 Lot 3 does not have an entry in these registries?

From the PTR page 2, "Page &Turnbull prepared this report using research collected at various local

repositories, including the San Francisco Department of Building Inspection, the San Francisco Assessor's

Office, the San Francisco Planning Department, and the San Francisco Public Library History Center, as well as

various online sources including Ancestry.com and the California Digital Newspaper Collection. Key primary

sources consulted and cited in this report include Sanborn Fire Insurance Company maps, City of San Francisco

Building Permit Applications, San Francisco City Directories, Assessor's Office records, and historical

newspapers". The PTR failed to identify Resolution 88 and its recording in city records, as described above. As

cited above, Block 459 Lot 3 includes all of the following addresses 3620, 3636, 3640 Buchanan and 1595

Northpoint.

From the PTR page 3, "The subject building at 3620 Buchanan Street is not currently designated as a San

Francisco City Landmark or Structure of Merit. However, 3636 Buchanan Street is designated as San Francisco

Landmark No. 58 (Merryvale Antiques; originally the San Francisco Gas Light Company). 3620 and 3636

Buchanan Street do not fall within the boundaries of any existing locally designated historic districts or

conservation districts". This reference completely ignores the Landmark Resolution 88 and its official recor
ding

as described above. In addition, this sentence also highlights the inadequate research performed in creating the

PTR.

From the PTR page 4, "The 1976 Department of City Planning Architectural Quality Survey (1976 DCP

Survey) is what is referred to in preservation parlance as a "reconnaissance" or "windshield" survey. 3620

Buchanan Street is not listed in the 1976 DCP Survey; however, 3636 Buchanan Street was listed and was given

a survey rating of "3."" As cited above, 3620 and 3636 Buchanan include the same area identified as Block 459

Lot 3.

In summary, the PTR completely ignores the San Francisco County Resolution 88 and its official recording in

Book 847 Page 109, that fully describes the entire designated historic landmark as all of the area making up

Block 459 Lot 3. The official Resolution 88 (Landmark No. 58) and its recording make no reference to any

specific Buchanan or Northpoint Street addresses.

The PTR should be excluded from the Planning Department's final determination about proposed 3620

construction, due to the inadequate research and references cited above.

:~r~nold C~`c~l~n



I! LUBIN ~ OLSON
LUBIN OLSON £r NIEWIADOMSKI ~_u~
THE TRANSAMERICA PYRAMID
t,00 MONTGOMERY STREET, 14TH FLOOR SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94111
TEL 415 981 0550 FAX 415 981 4343 WEB lubinolson.com

June 1, 2018 CIIARI.ES R. OLSON
Direct Dial: (415) 955-5020
E-mail: colson(rdlubinolson.com

E-MAIL

Brittany Bendix, Planner (brittany.bendix@sfgov.org)
Stephanie Cisneros, Historic Preservation Planner (stephanie.cisneros@sfgov.org)

2016-010079PRJ Certificate of Appropriateness, Conditional Use
Authorization Variance and F_,nvironmental Evaluation of 3620

Buchanan Street

Dear Ms. Bendix and Ms. Cisneros:

Our firm represents 1598 Bay Condominium Association (" 1598 Bay"), the
homeowner's association for the property located at 1598 Bay Street, which is immediately
adjacent to 3620 Buchanan Street (the "Project"). 1598 Bay is strongly opposed to the Project
because it compromises an important historic landmark designated by the Board of Supervisors
in Ordinance No. 12-74 on January 4, 1974, known as Merryvale Antiques ("Landmark No.
58"), violates the Planning Code in numerous ways, and the design ignores various Residential
Design Guidelines and good neighbor policies. In addition, as the Project would have a
substantial adverse effect on a historic resource, it must be reviewed under the California
Environmental Quality Act ("CEQA") before any City approvals can occur. These objections to
the Project are more specifically outlined below.

Historic Preservation and CEQA Concerns: After reviewing the Project's
Historic Resource Evaluation dated May 20, 2016 ("HRE"), it appears that the HRE attempts to
obfuscate the fact that the entire lot, which includes the Merryvale Antiques building, the
courtyard, and the garden house, is designated as part of Landmark No. 58. The various
addresses assigned to the buildings located on the lot do not change the fact that the designation
of Landmark No. 58 applies to the entirety of the location and boundaries of the Project site.
Furthermore, in Ordinance No. 12-74, "the equally impressive garden shop to the south which is
directly accessible from the main building," is referred to as part of the special character and
special historical, architectural and aesthetic interest justifying the designation of Landmark No.
58. The garden shop is precisely the building which will be demolished as a result of the Project.
The existing landscaped courtyard, which is also referred to as part of the "handsomely-
landscaped and spacious areas between the buildings" in Ordinance No. 12-74, will also be
significantly diminished by approximately 25% to 33%, which will impact the spatial
relationships between the Merryvale Antiques historic building and the proposed Project. A
substantial adverse change in the significance of the historic resource includes any "physical

98870002/643457v3



Brittany Bendix, Planner

June 1, 2018
Page 2

demolition, destruction, relocation, or alteration of the resource or its immediate surroundings

such that the significance of an historical resource would be materially impaired." See CEQA

Guidelines 15064.5(b)(1). Considering the historic resources present, any partial or full

demolition of any element of the Landmark No. 58, which includes the landscaped courtyard and

the garden house, will be a significant impact under CEQA. The Planning Department should

require the Project to undergo further environmental review, including the preparation of an

initial study and a focused envirorunental impact report to address this issue.

NC-2 Small-Scale Neighborhood Commercial District: As noted in Planning

Code Section 711, the small-scale district controls for the NC-2 district provide for mixed-use

buildings which approximate or slightly exceed the standard development pattern. Rear yard

requirements above the ground story and at residential levels are required to preserve open space

corridors of interior blocks. The Project will not meet the design intent of the NC-2 district as it

will diminish access to light, air, and views from adjacent properties, including 1598 Bay Street.

Subdivision: The Project attempts to squeeze an eight unit residential building into

the rear yard for the historic Merryvale Antiques building. The failure to process a subdivision

of the Project site into two lots (one lot containing the historic Merryvale Antiques building and

the remainder of the landscaped courtyard, the other lot containing the Project) obscures any

interpretation of the Planning Code relating to required development standards such as setbacks,

rear yard, and open space. It is unclear whether the development of the Project site is

permissible as-is without the filing of a subdivision snap.

Rear Yard: Because the applicant of the Project has not subdivided the Project

site, it appears that the proposed Project will encroach into the required rear yard for the historic

Merryvale Antiques building. Planning Code Section 134 generally requires that the Project

provide a minimum rear yard depth equal to 2S% of the total depth of the lot on which the

building is situated, but in no case less than I S feet. Although the rear yard requirements differ

for corner lots, given the L-shaped lot con.figuratioil, we are assuming that the Project is

assuming that the front of the Project is facing Buchanan Street. According to the most recent

Project plans, the Project will only be providing a 3" rear yard, which would only be 2% of the

required rear yard depth.

While the rear yard requirement may be modified pursuant to the procedures

which are applicable to variances, the following three criteria must also be met pursuant to

Planning Code Section 134(e)(1): "(A) Residential uses are included in the new or expanding

development and a comparable amount of usable open space is provided elsewhere on the lot or

within the development where it is more accessible to the residents of the development; (B) The

proposed new or expanding structure will not significantly impede the access of light and air to

and views from adjacent properties; and (C) The.proposed new or expanding structure will not

adversely affect the interior block open space formed by the rear. yards of adjacent properties."

The Project cannot meet two of the three criteria because the Project will significantly impact

1598 Bay's access to air, light and views, and will cast dark shadows onto the units in 1598 Bay

that face onto the rear yard.

98A70002/643457v3



Brittany Bendix, Planner
June 1, 2018
Page 3

Open Space: Planning Code Section 135 requires 133 square feet per unit if
common open space. The Project plans appear to utilize some of the existing open space for the
landscaped courtyard, which is used by the Merryvale Antiques building, and double counting
that open space area to meet the requirements for the proposed residential building.

Street Frontage: Planning Code Section 145.1 requires a 25' setback on the
ground floor for any off-street parking at street grade. The Project plans do not appear to meet
this requirement.

Off-Street Parking Requirements: Planning Code Section l 51(b) requires a
minimum of one off-street parking space per dwelling unit. As the Project proposes eight
dwelling units, a minimum of eight parking spaces are required. The current Project plans only
show one parking space. While Planning Code Section 161(fl allows the Zoning Administrator
to reduce off-street parking requirements in NC districts, Planning Code Section 307(h)(2)(i)
requirements must be applied to demonstrate the following: (1) the reduction in the parking
requirement is justified by the reasonably anticipated automobile usage by residents of and
visitors to the project; (2) the reduction in the parking requirement will not be detrimental to the
health, safety, convenience, or general welfare of persons residing in or working in the vicinity;
(3) there will be a minimization of conflict of vehicular and pedestrian movements; (4) there are
other transportation modes available other than the automobile; (5) the pattern of land use and
character of development in the vicinity; and (6) any such other appropriate criteria given the
circumstances. This drastic reduction in parking is not warranted given the limited public
transportation options in the Project area, the fact that residents of the Project are also likely to be
car owners and will need a place in which to park their car, and the proximity of other residential
projects in the neighborhood that already crowd very limited on-street parking.

Development of La~•ge Lots: Pursuant to Planning Code Section 121.1, the
Planning Commission will also have to consider the extent to which the mass and facade of the
Project are compatible with the existing scale of the district, and whether the facade of the
Project is compatible with design features of adjacent facades that contribute to the positive
visual quality of the ckistrict. The Project is unable to meet these criteria because it will introduce
a large amount of stucco which the adjacent properties do not have, it is a relatively flat facade
on Buchanan Street, and will provide a 40' high blank wall built right along the shared property
line facing 1598 Bay Street. The Project will not improve pedestrian interest or activate the
residential setting as a brick wall will be built along the sidewalk of Buchanan Street.

General Plan Consistency: The Project is unable to meet all of the Priority
Policies of Planning Code Section 101.1(b). The Project will dwarf an important landmark and
historic building by significantly diminishing the landscaped courtyard and removing.the spatial
relationships that have helped define the aesthetic character of the Merryvale Antiques building.
As noted previously, Ordinance No. 12-74 designated the entirety of the Project lot as Landmark
No. 58.

variance I'indi~zgs: If the Project asks for a variance for a modification to the rear
yard, street frontage, open space, or other requirements, the Zoning Administrator must specify

98870002/G43457v3



Brittany Bendix, Planner

June 1, 2018
Page 4

in his findings for the variance facts sufficient to establish the following: (1) that there are

exceptional or extraordinary circumstances applying to the property involved or to the 
intended

use of the property that do not apply generally to other property or uses in the same class 
of

district; (2) that owing to such exceptional or extraordinary circumstances the liter
al enforcement

of specified provisions of this Code would result in practical difficulty or unnecessary
 hardship

not created by or attributable to the applicant or the owner of the property; (3) that suc
h variance

is necessary for the preservation and enjoyment of a substantial property right of the subje
ct

property, possessed by other property in the same class of district; (4) that the granting
 of such

variance will not be materially detrimental to the public welfare or materially injurious to
 the

property or improvements in the vicinity; and (5) that the granting of such variance
 will be in

harmony with the general purpose and intent of this Code and will not adversely affect the

General Plan. See Planning Code Section 305. The requirements for a variance cannot
 be met,

because there are no exceptional or extraordinary circumstances applying to the subjec
t property

or the proposed residential use that do not apply generally to other property or uses in the
 same

class of district. Furthermore, the granting of any variance will be materially injuriou
s to 1598

Bay's homeowners and their ability to substantially enjoy their own property. Finally
, many of

the design choices for the Project are created by the applicant for the Projec#; it is basi
c law that

any "hardship" supporting a variance cannot be self-imposed.

Noncompliance wzth Ground Floor Residential Design Guidelines: The ground

floor residential units do not appear to be consistent with the Ground Floor Residential De
sign

Guidelines as they do not feature walk-up dwelling units with direct access to a public sidew
alk.

Concerns with Project Design and Good Neighbor Policies: The existing building

on the Project lot, which will be demolished, has a setback to the shared property line 
with 1598

Bay Street of between 5.5' and 23'. The proposed Project will have a setback of 6", 
which will

effectively lead to the construction of a 40' high wall along the shared property line between 
the

Project and 1598 Bay's residential development, which itself provides a 15' setback t
o that

shared property line. If the proposed Project moves forward as constructed, a dark tunn
el will

result that provides minimal access to light and air to the abutting residential units in 1598
 Bay's

residential development.

The Project's materials and design are also of concern. First, the Project has

included windows that will face directly into the adjacent residential units of 1598 Bay, wh
ich

causes significant privacy issues for those residents. Second, the Project's rear building fa
cade

will be an eyesore for decades to come if it is built as it is currently designed: a windowless
,

unattractive stucco wall, directly visible from both 1598 Bay and the building to the east (
Marina

Cove Apartments).

***~:*
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These initial comments are based upon our very preliminary review of Project
file materials that are currently available, and we intend to provide further comments as we
receive more information about the Project's applications.

Sincerely,

Charles R. Olson

CRO/CJL

cc: Andrew Junius, Esq. (~unius(a),reubenlaw.com)
1598 Bay Condominium Association

98870002/643457v3



Cisneros, Stephanie (CPC)

From: Arnold Cohn <sfamc2@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, June 24, 2018 1:53 PM
Subject: 3620 Buchanan Recently Discovered Document
Attachments: LM58 landmark 58 3640 buchanan.pdf

/:RI

I apologize for not sending you the attached document. I recently discovered this document in my electronic
file.

The official recording of the Landmark status of the entire area of Block 459 Lot 3 resulted from a vote of the
San Francisco Board of Supervisors as described on the copy of the recording, Book
B847 Page 109.

The attached document Landmark 58, Ordinance 12-74, Resolution 7076, Board of Supervisors File No. 90-
73-8 describes the actions of the Board of Supervisors in regard to Block 459,Lot 3. This explains why the
recording document refers to Ordinance No. 12-74. The recording document states: "The effect of this
designation is to impose certain controls and standards on the said property and on the improvement thereon, as
set forth in Article 10 of the City Planning Code and in the designating Ordinance."

Arnold Cohn



~~ ~ ~~ `~~~
FILE kO~ll~ ~ ORDINA.VCS IiO.~! 1 . .. _

t I D£SIQtATI17C %L1.A"CYALE A!R'IQ6FS IT ♦ IJJia1.I/,K POt50A`i'i t0 1~RSiCLL iQ OF 78i Ci2T

~ ~,PLAlF![I1tC CODE.
r1

7 q D• !t ardsine6 b~ th• geopl~ of tl~~ CS[~ god Coant7 of Sin prancl~ce:

4 Sec[iOn I. the bo ~rQ of Super•t~ors 6~rabr find• chest }S~a ryva l• Aai iaun s[

5.3640 'ucLac~n S[reec, beiaj Lot 7 in Ass~uor's bixk 434, Asa i syscial characc~s

6 I~od ~p~ct~l h4~tortcsl, ~rcbit ~ctur~l and aeatheti< iat~re~[ and valve, tad Caat tt~

dniSnsLtos as ~ I.iad~urk rill De Ln furth~r~nc~ o! aad la confvrmaacs ~[th the

8 - yuxpos~s of Arttel• 1p of chi City ll~noing Lad• gad 2h~ •tandardi ~~[ fort~t CE~r~la.

9 (a) Deaignet toa. Yursuaat to Srcc ioo 1004 of chi Ctcr Yl~uatag Cos.,

i0 ;Chapc~r 1I, Part II of the saa )raaciseo ?R~aicipal Cody, Merr7wis Aaei~~■ !~

Z S hu~b~ des~gnu ~d •• • Lsod~.ark, tL La J~~Ssa~c Soss Lav io= Deen duly ■Qprowd b~

i~soFaeloo ifo. 10J6 of t6~ City 11~aafas Co~lssioe, +rtstch Resolution to an file

S1 I, Yith Lke Cierk of th. board of Sup•r•i~or• under 1L1~ Ro.

14 ~1 (b) Required DR[s. Ih~ loc~tioo aad Dauadsrtes of the lsadwrSc s4ce, the

1Sl eh~r~e[~rtst tc~ of the Ianra rk W~ich Justify it• desfgoat taa, apd tht p~rst<ulir

76 ~`fe Kuz~s that ~Aould bt yr~s~rvad, d~sccib~d red lac lud•d la the ~~td Re aotutton,
1.

~J;Isn b~z~b~ tneorporu~d h~r~tn s¢d kd• a 9~~ ~+er~of a~ ehough fu U7 ~~c fortL.

Oass~d for Second R~adinQ
Hoard of 5upeniyora. San F~ncieco

Df C 2 6 1973

A yeas Supervisors $ub~gelau, Chinn, Feinstein,
C+swe«a, C.onxnles, Kopp, Hendetsohn, ]dolinari,
PrJoai, Tsmnr~+. von Beroidingrn.

~~

A hemt: Super.~iwta FRg~~~~. . . . . . . . . . . I~

9.0.- Z3.-8 ~a~' a ;5:s . .
FYIe No. Approved

R tad Setond Sime snd Finally Pas srd
8oatd at Cuprnipry. fan f~e-a nei;ea

JA'i . ='~'3 . .
A ~r~• Cuprn~~ao nc Rarts[ela:a. Ch~r.n. F'rir.~!: :r

-- '. Wnzaks i:.~}~y. Mendrlaohn. \loLner~
F'eloss. Txmaras, von Beroln~ngen

Absrnt: SuptY.isors .Ffi,1;i;J3$ K~~'

1 ACr~Py c~rliJy fhaf fAr furr90ing ordanann n,u
(~nntly F,rtud'+~y rAr ~on.~~ n/ c;~r mx~r.. aJ rt,~
' ~ nn2 Co~~nly of ~ i F '.rn

i Irrk

Maur



SAN fiRAfICISCO

CITY PLAtvNING COi~4FSSI0N

RESOLUTION N0. 7076

WEB REAS, A proposal to designate Merryvale at 36G0 Buchanan Street as a

Landmark pursuant to the Qrovfsions of Article 1C of the City Planning Code was

initiated by the Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board on August 22, 1973, and skid

Advisory Board, after due consideration, has recommended approval of Ch is proposa3;

and

WHEREAS, The C~.Cy Planning Commission, after due notice given, held a public

hearing an Septe.:nber 20, 1973, to consider the proposed designation and the zeport

of said Advisory Board; and

WHEREAS, The Commission believes chat the proposed Landmark has a special

char8cter and special historical, 8rchitect'ura} and aesthetic interest and value;

and tha: ttte proposed designa~ion would be in furtherance of 8nd in conformance with

[he parposes and sf:andards of the safd Article 10;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, First, that the proposal to desfgnate MerryvaFe

aC 3640 Buchanan Street as a Landmark pursuant to Article i0 of the City Planning

Code is hereby APPROVEi~, the locatior, and boundaries of the landmark site being as

follows:

Beginning at the point of intersection of the

southerly line of North Point Street and the easterly

line of Buchanan Street; thence easterly Along rise

southerly Line of North Point Street for a disCance

of lI8 feet; thence at a right ankle southerly Eor

a distance of 69.9 I7 feet; thence at a right angle

westerly for a distance o£ 66.t~03 feet; thence at

a right angle southerly for a distance of 1b4.75

feeC; thence at a rzgt~t angle westerly for a dis-

tance of 49,917 feet; thence at a right angle

narttterly along the easterly line of Buchanan

Street fax a distance of 174.667 feet to the point

of beginning. Being Lot 3 in Assessor's Block 459,

which property is known as X640 $uchanan Street.

Second, That the speeial character and special

hisGorica3, architectural and aesthetic i.nCezest and value of the sAfd Landmark

justifying its designation &re set forth !n the Landmarks Preservmtion Advisory

Board Resolution No, 8$ as adopted on August: 22, 1973, «hich YesoluCion is incox-

porated herein and made a part hereof as though fully set forth;

Third, That the said Landmark should be Qreserved

generally in all of its particular exterioz features as existing on the date hereof

and as described and depicted in Che photogrant~s, case report and other material on

file in the Bepartment of City Planning Docker LM 7~.3;

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Cor.~mission hereby directs its Seczetary [a

transmit the proposal for designation, with a copy of this ResoluCion,Co the Board

of Supervisors for appropriate action.
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I hereby certi€y that [re foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the City planning
Commission at its regular meeting of Sep[embe: 20, 1973.

Lynn E. Pio
Secretary

AYES: Commissioners Farrell, Fleis'~hacke:, Porter, Riechie, Rueda

NOES; r(one

ABSFIZT: Commissioners Mellon, Newman

PASSED: Septem5er 20, 1973
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. . + •r:•r• /.~~ - .- . .' (Formerly San Francisco

Gas Lfght Company)

QW[~ER: Merxyvale, Incorporated. (Mr. & Dirs. Dent W. Macdonough)

LOCATION: 364Q Buchanan, the southeast corner of Buchanan and North Point

Streets, being Lot 3 in Assessor's Block 459.

HIST~xY: Established £n I8)3, the Sart Francesco Gas Light Company was the
result of a series of mergers of various corttpaoies, tPie earliest

of which was the San Francisco Gas Company, £ouaded in 1852 by

Forty-afnexs Peter Doaah~ie acid his bxother James. The brothers,
with other family ~aemhers, had previously established the first

iron wozks in California in ZF:':9. Peter Bonahue, to whose memory

the Mechanics Monument at MarkeC, $ush a[td Sansome Streets is
erected, also headed the suc~essLul completion of the second

railroad in California whfch racy bet'wceo San Francisco and San
3ose.

;~ithia the merged gas companies, Peter Donahue held various offfces,
the last being that of President of San Francisco Gas Light Compsny

from whicYt }ie resigned in 1383, one year before his death. Upon

his resignation, the Presidency of the San Francisco Gas Light
Company was passed on to Eugene P, Murphy who wss succeeded in
1885 by Joseph B. Crockett. Although still extremely young,
Mr. Crockett had been with the company sLnce its founding twelve
years earlier during which time he conceived the idea of a new
gas works which would nat only be modern but would also be more
than adequate for the growing L'Lty's immediate needs. In 1884,
Winder his directipn, the company purchased three blocks between
Webster, Lagaaa and Bay Streets with the northerly boundary being
the Bay itself. In 1891 construction began on Che predominately
brick buildings which would comprise the new gas works. Also
included was an oiler dvcic - oi1 was to replace more expensive
coal in operating the boi.iers - a gasometer, and two storage Lacks,
one with a capacity oL two i,illion cubic feet making it the largest
of its kind west of Chicago.

llpon fts completion in 18y3, the complex was hailed as the most
modern and best designed in the United States, a tribute to
Joseph B. Crockett to whom its design and architecture are
attributed. The headquarters bufLding, now occupied by t~ierryvale,

Inc,, antiques, and whl~h is the only buflding o£ the original
complex still standing, housed the company's business offices in

the front, upsCairs living quurCers for the plant manager, and
in the main room to the rear, tcoo large gas compression cylinders
whose operation was dependent o❑ water pu~roed from the Say. The

warmed water, returned to the day through Large pipes, made

swimming in what has ever since been known as Gas House Cove,

popular indeed.

On Ilecember 11, I596, the f2rm merged with Edison Lfght and Fower,

the whole becoming the San Francisco Gas ~ Electric Company which

was absozbed by Pacific Gas & Electric Company in 1905. By 1906,

and after, Chis building was being used solely for storing company
records, a use it continued to serve until it was sold to the
present owners in the mid-I9i0's.

The handsomely-Landscaped sad spacious areas between the buildings

is Che original complex were ideal for refuges following the
1406 Earthquake and Pine as photographs of the period show. Also

shown is the damage Co a gas storage tusk and an arched brick
building.
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FIISTOKY; The preeent owners' restoratian by William Wurater of Wureter,(CoctCinued) Bernardi & Emmone, and ze-use of the former headquarters build-• ing to display primarily eighteenth century antiques has beenmasterful. The most impressive incerior feature is the main
room which formerly housed tl~e turbines. This two-story room
le 26 feet high and approxfmate2y 50 feet square; Iarge arched
~uindoWe of hand-rolled glees contrast with walls of exposed
brick, the whole being surmounted by a particularly handsome
coffered cei:ing, each large redwood aquare of whfch is set off
by great beams. The former front offfcea are distinguiahed by
paneleb dedos, high ceilings and tall, narrov dooza with Cransoms
above.

A year after Merryvale's formal oQening in 1458, Lhe owners
added an equally impressive garden shop to the south which is
dfrectly accessible from the main building.

Also of interest ie the iron fence which encloses the front
lawn; it is similar to the original and was placed as part of
the resLoxation.

ARCHITECTURE: Richardsonian-Romanesque in its styling, thfs red brick
rectangular building ie, except Eor a corner tower, of utzf£orn
height. It is capped by n hipped roof, without projecting eaves,
resting on a corbelled cornice. On its narrower facade facing
Buchanan Street, a cent e:ec: arcEied mafn enhance is asymetrf-
cally balanced by the Queen Anne rover to t[~e :eft whose conical
roof rises to its apex at an eleva[ton slightly higher than
that of the roof ridge behind. From the exierior~ the €enes-
[ration reflects the interior dSvision of the b~ildfng into two
elements: Che front, or westerly, one-third possessing wfndows
indicating tun floors with a heavy sfiring course of brickwork
at the upper floor Ievel; the remaining two-thirQs of the build-
ing, equal in height to the fronC, cnn[ain8 tall windows divided
into panes with £an lights above, whose sill Iire ie uniforms
With those on the lower floor at the front, but whose tops
exte:td upward about three-quarters of the total Wall height.
Qn its south elevation, two-story pilasters divide the building
fnto six evenly spaced bays. However, on the north, along North
pofnt Street, this same dfvfsfon is only partially carried out,
the pilasters here defining o~?y the four bpys containing the
taller windows. The rear o£ the bulldfng fa divided, also by
two-story pilasters, into three bays slightly wider than those
on Che north ar.d south sfZes. The cancer bey houses a double
doorway exteceding fts full width and equal ir. height to the
windows in the adjacent bays. The doorway is toppod by a
flattened arch similar in its arc [o that above the second story
windows on the fron[ portion of the building; all other wirdoWs
and Che main entry have se,ni-circa:ar arched tops. A1. wall
open inge ere suxmovnted and protected by slightly projecti[tg
cast stone moldings and, except for that over the main entrance,
are dfvided into sectiocs containing a pateru. The main entrance
arch, resting on short brick ~itasters, frames a recessed door-
~ay; here 8 deeper moldfrg than that aver the windows retains
the nacre of the original occupant of the structure:

S.F. GAS LI GAT CO.

SliRROUNDIhG LAND Zoning of the subsect property is C-2 for a depth of 100 feet
USE AND ZONING: a:ang Buchanan Street; Che rear 18 feet of the parcel along North

Point 3.s zoned R-4. A PG&E substation is locAted to the east, a
aerv;ce statior. to the sau[h. An apartment complex occupies
asst of the remainder of the bioc[c. Reeidential aid cocranercia:
uses are located across Hucharan Street and a supermarket and
parking Zot across Korth Point Street faces into Gas House Cove.
Fort Mason lies one block to the east.
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