
 

 

Legacy Business Registry 
Executive Summary 
HEARING DATE: DECEMBER 1, 2021 

 
 
Filing Date: November 4, 2021 
Case No.: 2021-011279LBR 
Business Name: Dark Garden Unique Corsetry, Inc 
Business Address: 321 Linden Street  
Zoning: NCT (HAYES NCT) Zoning District 
 40-X Height and Bulk District 
Block/Lot: 0817/005 
Applicant:  Autumn Adamme 
 321 Linden Street  
Nominated By: Supervisor Dean Preston 
Located In: District 5 
Staff Contact: Elena Moore - 628-652-7322 
 Elena.Moore@sfgov.org 

Recommendation: Adopt a Resolution to Recommend Approval  

 
 
Business Description 
Dark Garden Unique Corsetry designs and produces corsets, both ready-to-wear and custom, as well as custom-
designed wedding attire. They produce medical corsets and face masks, and offer accessories, clothing, and hats 
made by local designers as well. Education is also a pivotal component of the business; owner Autumn Adamme 
has trained over 100 people in the art of corsetry When Dark Garden Unique Corsetry was founded, corsetry was 
a dying craft; now, the business is at the epicenter of the industry.  
 
The business was founded by Autumn Adamme and Karen Porter in 1989. They worked together from their 
residences in San Rafael and Corte Madera until 1991, when Autumn relocated to San Francisco and partnered 
with Monique Motil. In 1994, Dark Garden Unique Corsetry began operation from 448 Linden Street in Hayes Valley, 
but soon moved to 1472 Fulton Street. In 1996, Dark Garden Unique Corsetry moved back to Hayes Valley to its 
first ever retail location at 321 Linden Street, with production on-site in the back room, and in 1998, Autumn bought 
out Monique. In 2018, Autumn welcomed Revelation in Fit, bra fitting specialists, to join her in the storefront.  
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Dark Garden Unique Corsetry is an integral business in the Hayes Valley community. It was the first front-facing 
business on its block, which is now home to San Francisco’s first Living Alley, which prioritizes livability and social 
use. Owner Autumn Adamme was also a founding member of the Hayes Valley Merchants Association and has 
recently been asked to join the Market & Octavia Community Advisory Committee. Throughout the years, Dark 
Garden Unique Corsetry has truly shaped the flavor of the Hayes Valley arts and culture community. 
 
Beyond the Hayes Valley community, Dark Garden Unique Corsetry serves the LGBTQ+ community, as it provides 
a safe space for transgender clients to comfortably shop for undergarments, the leather community, the drag 
community, the burlesque community, the medical community, and the Burning Man community, among others. 
It also fosters an inclusive, body-positive culture that is accessible to everyone. Beyond its association with 
Autumn Adamme, the “Godmother of Modern Corsetry,” the business is known for its association with famous 
clients including Tilda Swinton, Jennifer Lopez, Christina Aguilerra, Dita Von Teese, Marilyn Manson, and Kelly 
Osbourne, and its work with famous fashion houses such as Moschino and Zac Posen. 

The business’s primary location at 321 Linden Street is a Category A (Historic Resource Present) structure on the 
south side of Linden Street between Gough and Octavia streets in the Western Addition neighborhood. It is within 
the NCT (Hayes NCT) Zoning District and a 40-X Height and Bulk District. 321 Linden Street was included in the 
Market Octavia survey area. Additionally, the Linden Street property is a contributor to the California Register-
eligible Hayes Valley Commercial Historic District and the California Register-listed and National Register-eligible 
Hayes Valley Residential Historic District. 

 
Staff Analysis 

Review Criteria 

1. When was business foundedʢ   

The business was founded in 1989.  

2. Does the business qualify for listing on the Legacy Business Registryʢ If soʐ howʢ 

Yes. Dark Garden Unique Corsetry qualifies for listing on the Legacy Business Registry because it meets all of 
the eligibility Criteria: 

a. Dark Garden Unique Corsetry has operated continuously in San Francisco for 32 years. 

b. Dark Garden Unique Corsetry has contributed to the history and identity of the Western Addition 
neighborhood and San Francisco.  

c. Dark Garden Unique Corsetry is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define 
the organization. 

3. Is the business associated with a culturally significant artăcraftăcuisineătraditionʢ  

Yes. The business is associated with the art of corsetry and more generally, the fashion industry.  

http://www.sf-planning.org/info
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4. Is the business or its building associated with significant eventsʐ personsʐ andăor architectureʢ 

Yes. The business is associated with owner Autumn Adamme, known internationally as the “Godmother of 
Modern Corsetry.” Adamme has both developed and taught techniques in the craft of corsetry. The business 
is also associated with surrealist painter Lee Harvey Rosewell who staged a triptych on the premises of Dark 
Garden Unique Corsetry. Additionally, Dark Garden has made corsets for several celebrities including Tilda 
Swinton, Jennifer Lopez, Christina Aguilerra, Dita Von Teese, Marilyn Manson, and Kelly Osbourne, and has 
worked with famous fashion houses such as Moschino and Zac Posen. 

The business is also associated with numerous events and exhibitions. Dark Garden Unique Corsetry’s work 
was included in The Art of Burning Man exhibit which traveled to the Smithsonian Museum, Chicago Museum 
of Art, and the Oakland Museum, among others. 

The business is also associated with various groups in San Francisco, such as the LGBTQ+ community, leather 
community, drag community, burlesque community, Burning Man community, medical community, circus 
community, and various arts and culture communities. 

The Linden Street property is a contributor to the California Register-eligible Hayes Valley Commercial Historic 
District and the California Register-listed and National Register-eligible Hayes Valley Residential Historic 
District. The primary building types in these districts are Gilded Age-era flats and dwellings, with commercial 
development and apartment buildings clustered along Market, Haight, and Hayes streets. 

5. Is the property associated with the business listed on a localʐ stateʐ or federal historic resource registryʢ   

Yes. The Linden Street property is a contributor to the California Register-eligible Hayes Valley Commercial 
Historic District and the California Register-listed and National Register-eligible Hayes Valley Residential 
Historic District. It was surveyed as part of the Market Octavia Survey. 321 Linden Street is within an area that 
is currently being surveyed for cultural, social, and/or architectural significance related to the Neighborhood 
Commercial Corridors Historic Resources Survey. This process is ongoing as of the time of this Executive 
Summary. 

6. Is the business mentioned in a local historic context statementʢ   

No, not as of the date of this Executive Summary.  

7. Has the business been cited in published literatureʐ newspapersʐ journalsʐ etcʏʢ 

Yes. Dark Garden Unique Corsetry has been featured in many forms of media, including TV, film, magazine 
articles, and even paintings. There have been a number of articles on Adamme and the store. Furthermore, 
the business has inspired multiple photographers, including Larry Utley, who published a book called Fetish 
Fashion: Undressing the Corset, for which Adamme wrote the forward.  

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business 

Location(s) associated with the business: 
Current Location:  
• 321 Linden Street (1996 – Present) 
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Previous (No Longer Extant) Locations: 
• 2229A Market Street (1991-1994) 
• 448 Linden Street (1994-1995) 
• 1472 Fulton Street (1995-1996) 

 
Recommended by Applicant 
• Commitment to the art of corsetry 
• Production of ready-to-wear and custom corsets 
• Sale of accessories, clothing, and hats made by many local designers 
• Special brand of inclusivity 
• Body-positive culture 
• Co-existence of production space and boutique  

 
Additional Recommended by Staff 
• Historical feel of interior  
• Family heirlooms, chandeliers, and antique furniture featured in interior  
• Dark Garden façade signage  

 
Basis for Recommendation  
The Department recommends the Historic Preservation Commission adopt a resolution recommending the 
business listed above be adopted by the Small Business Commission to the Legacy Business Registry. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

Draft Resolution 
Legacy Business Registry Application: 
• Application Review Sheet 
• Section 1 – Business / Applicant Information 
• Section 2 – Business Location(s) 
• Section 3 – Disclosure Statement 
• Section 4 – Written Historical Narrative 

o Criterion 1 – History and Description of Business 
o Criterion 2 – Contribution to Local History 
o Criterion 3 – Business Characteristics 

• Contextual Photographs and Background Documentation 
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Historic Preservation Commission 
Draft Resolution No. ### 

HEARING DATE: NOVEMBER 1, 2021 

 
Case No.: 2021-011279LBR 
Business Name: DARK GARDEN UNIQUE CORSETRY 
Business Address: 321 Linden Street  
Zoning: NCT (HAYES NCT) Zoning District 
 40-X Height and Bulk District 
Block/Lot: 0817/005 
Applicant:  Autumn Adamme 
 321 Linden Street 
Nominated By: Supervisor Dean Preston 
Located In: District 5 
Staff Contact: Elena Moore - 628-652-7322 
 Elena.Moore@sfgov.org 
 
 
ADOPTING FINDINGS RECOMMENDING TO THE SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION APPROVAL OF THE LEGACY 
BUSINESS REGISTRY NOMINATION FOR DARK GARDEN UNIQUE CORSETRY CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 321 LINDEN 
ST (PRIMARY ADDRESS), BLOCK/LOT 0817/005. 
 
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business maintains a 
registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding, community-serving 
businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing educational and promotional 
assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and success; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San Francisco 
operations exceeding two years; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the City’s history and identity; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the traditions that define the business; and 
 
WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on December 1, 2021, the Historic Preservation Commission 
reviewed documents, correspondence and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business Registry nomination. 

mailto:shelley.caltagirone@sfgov.org
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends that Dark Garden 
Unique Corsetry qualifies for the Legacy Business Registry under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) as it 
has operated for 30 or more years and has continued to contribute to the community. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends safeguarding of the 
below listed physical features and traditions for Dark Garden Unique Corsetry.  
 
Location�s�ʑ 

Current Locations:  
• 321 Linden Street (1996 – Present) 

 
Previous (No Longer Extant) Locations: 
• 229A Market Street (1991-1994) 
• 448 Linden Street (1994-1995) 
• 1472 Fulton Street (1995-1996) 

 
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Businessʑ 

• Commitment to the art of corsetry  
• Production of ready-to-wear and custom corsets  
• Sale of accessories, clothing, and hats made by many local designers  
• Special brand of inclusivity  
• Body-positive culture  
• Co-existence of production space and boutique  
• Historical feel of interior  
• Family heirlooms, chandeliers, and antique furniture in interior  
• Dark Garden façade signage  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission’s findings and recommendations are made 
solely for the purpose of evaluating the subject business's eligibility for the Legacy Business Registry, and the 
Historic Preservation Commission makes no finding that the subject property or any of its features constitutes a 
historical resource pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5(a). 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby directs its Commission Secretary to 
transmit this Resolution and other pertinent materials in the case file Dark Garden Unique Corsetry to the Office 
of Small Business on December 1, 2021. 
 
 
Jonas P. Ionin 
Commission Secretary 
 
 
AYES:    
 
NOES:   

http://www.sf-planning.org/info
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ABSENT:  
 
RECUSE:  
 
ADOPTED: December 1, 2021 
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Application No.:  LBR-2020-21-042 
Business Name:   Dark Garden Unique Corsetry, Inc. 
Business Address:   321 Linden Street 
District:   District 5 
Applicant:    Autumn Adamme, Founder 
Nomination Letter Date:  April 7, 2021 
Nominated By:   Supervisor Dean Preston 
 
CRITERION 1: Has the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more 
years, with no break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years? 
 X Yes   No 
 
2229A Market Street from 1991 to 1994 (3 years) 
448 Linden Street from 1994 to 1995 (1 year) 
1472 Fulton Street from 1995 to 1996 (1 year) 
321 Linden Street from 1996 to Present (25 years) 
 
CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or 
the identity of a particular neighborhood or community? 
 X Yes   No 
 
CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or 
traditions that define the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms? 
 X Yes   No 
 
NOTES: N/A 
 
DELIVERY DATE TO HPC: November 3, 2021 
 
 
Richard Kurylo 
Program Manager, Legacy Business Program 

Legacy  
Business  
Registry 

Application 
Review Sheet 



Member, Board of Supervisors City and County of San Francisco
District 5

DEAN PRESTON

April 7, 2021

Office of Small Business
Attn: Legacy Business Registration Application
City Hall, Room 110
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Re: Letter of Nomination for Dark Garden to the Legacy Business Registry

Dear Director Regina Dick-Endrizzi:

I am writing to nominate Dark Garden, a longtime fixture of the Hayes Valley
neighborhood commercial corridor, to the Legacy Business Registry.

Founded in 1989 by Autumn Adamme, Dark Garden is well-known as a pioneer in
modern corsetry design, attracting an international following and creating the ‘living alley’ on
Linden Street that has become a destination in and of itself. Their unique combination of
garment production and customer-facing retail is key to their success and creative craft.

Since establishing their Hayes Valley location in 1995, Dark Garden has become a
veritable staple, one of the longest-standing small businesses in the neighborhood. What Dark
Garden offers is part of what makes Hayes Valley so incredible: a one-of-a-kind retail
experience that relies on skilled craftspeople creating custom products. Dark Garden stands as
an example of the value of non-chain retail in neighborhood commercial corridors, with a
community-focused business that reflects the passion and unique vision of Ms. Adamme.

I’d like to add that Ms. Adamme is incredibly dedicated to the Hayes Valley
neighborhood. In addition to her work as a small businessperson, she frequently volunteers with
the Shared Spaces program on Hayes Street, making sure neighbors can safely enjoy the car-free
street and merchants can take advantage of the program.



Letter of Nomination for Dark Garden to the Legacy Business Registry
April 7, 2021
Page 2

This is the kind of commitment to both entrepreneurial spirit and neighborhood
stewardship that I believe we should celebrate, and that is why I am honored to nominate Dark
Garden to the San Francisco Legacy Business Registry.

Sincerely,

Dean Preston
District 5 Supervisor

cc: Richard Kurylo, Legacy Business Program

City Hall • 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place • Room 274 • San Francisco, California 94102-4689 • (415) 554-7630
Fax (415) 554-7634 • TDD/TTY (415) 554-5227 • E-mail: Dean.Preston@sfgov.org
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1 DR.  CARLTON B.  GOO DLETT PLACE,  ROO M 140, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94102-46
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Section One:
Business / Applicant Information.
Please provide the following information: 

The name, mailing address and other contact information of the business;

The name of the person who owns the business. For businesses with multiple owners,
identify the person(s) with the highest ownership stake in the business;

The name, title and contact information of the applicant;

The business’s San Francisco Business Account Number and entity number with the
Secretary of State, if applicable.

NAME OF BUSINESS:

BUSINESS OWNER(S)
(Identify the person(s) with the highest ownership stake in the business):

CURRENT BUSINESS ADDRESS: TELEPHONE NUMBER:

EMAIL ADDRESS:

MAILING ADDRESS – STREET ADDRESS: MAILING ADDRESS – CITY AND STATE:

Same as Business Address

MAILING ADDRESS – ZIP CODE:

WEBSITE ADDRESS:

FACEBOOK PAGE:

TWITTER NAME:

APPLICANT’S NAME: APPLICANT’S TELEPHONE NUMBER:

APPLICANT’S TITLE: APPLICANT’S EMAIL ADDRESS:

SAN FRANCISCO BUSINESS ACCOUNT NUMBER:

SECRETARY OF STATE ENTITY NUMBER (If applicable):



Legacy Business Registry Application

1 DR.  CARLTON B.  GOO DLETT PLACE,  ROO M 140, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94102-46
(415)  554-6  / www.s fos b .org  / egacy us iness@sfgov. o rg

Section Two:
Business Location(s).
List the business address of the original San Francisco location, the start date of business and the 
dates of operation at the original location. Check the box indicating whether the original location of 
the business in San Francisco is the founding location of the business. If the business moved from 
its original location and has had additional addresses in San Francisco, identify all other addresses 
and the dates of operation at each address. For businesses with more than one location, list the 
additional locations in section three of the narrative. 

ORIGINAL SAN FRANCISCO ADDRESS ZIP CODE START DATE OF BUSINESS

IS THIS LOCATION THE FOUNDING LOCATION OF THE
BUSINESS?

DATES OF OPERATION AT THIS 
LOCATION

OTHER ADDRESSES (If applicable) ZIP CODE DATES OF OPERATION
Start:  

End: 

OTHER ADDRESSES (If applicable) ZIP CODE DATES OF OPERATION
Start:  

End: 

OTHER ADDRESSES (If applicable) ZIP CODE DATES OF OPERATION
Start:  

End: 

OTHER ADDRESSES (If applicable) ZIP CODE DATES OF OPERATION
Start:  

End: 

OTHER ADDRESSES (If applicable) ZIP CODE DATES OF OPERATION
Start:  

End: 

OTHER ADDRESSES (If applicable) ZIP CODE DATES OF OPERATION
Start:  

End: 

OTHER ADDRESSES (If applicable) ZIP CODE DATES OF OPERATION
Start:  

End: 



Legacy Business Registry Application

1 DR.  CARLTON B.  GOO DLETT PLACE,  ROO M 140, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94102-46
(415)  554-6  / www.s fos b .org  / egacy us iness@sfgov. o rg

Section Three:
Disclosure Statement. 

San Francisco Taxes, Business Registration, Licenses, Labor Laws and Public 
Information Release.
This section is verification that all San Francisco taxes, business registration and licenses are 
current and complete, and there are no current violations of San Francisco labor laws. This 
information will be verified. A business deemed not current with all San Francisco taxes, business 
registration and licenses, or has current violations of San Francisco labor laws, will not be eligible 
to apply for grants through the Legacy Business Program.  

In addition, we are required to inform you that all information provided in the application will 
become subject to disclosure under the California Public Records Act.  

Please read the following statements and check each to indicate that you agree with the 
statement. Then sign below in the space provided.  

I am authorized to submit this application on behalf of the business.

I attest that the business is current on all of its San Francisco tax obligations. 

I attest that the business’s business registration and any applicable regulatory license(s) are 
current.

I attest that the Office of Labor Standards and Enforcement (OLSE) has not determined that 
the business is currently in violation of any of the City’s labor laws, and that the business 
does not owe any outstanding penalties or payments ordered by the OLSE.  

I understand that documents submitted with this application may be made available to the 
public for inspection and copying pursuant to the California Public Records Act and San 
Francisco Sunshine Ordinance.

I hereby acknowledge and authorize that all photographs and images submitted as part of 
the application may be used by the City without compensation.

I understand that the Small Business Commission may revoke the placement of the 
business on the Registry if it finds that the business no longer qualifies, and that placement 
on the Registry does not entitle the business to a grant of City funds.

Name (Print): Date: Signature: 



DARK GARDEN UNIQUE CORSETRY, INC. 
Section 4: Written Historical Narrative 

CRITERION 1 

a. Provide a short history of the business from the date the business opened in San Francisco 
to the present day, including the ownership history. For businesses with multiple locations, 
include the history of the original location in San Francisco (including whether it was the 
business's founding and or headquartered location) and the opening dates and locations of all 
other locations. 

Dark Garden Unique Corsetry, Inc. (“Dark Garden”) is currently located at 321 Linden Street in 
the Hayes Valley neighborhood. 

The business was founded by Autumn Adamme and Karen Porter in July of 1989 in their Terra 
Linda garage at 76 Golden Hinde, San Rafael. Shortly thereafter, Autumn moved to 269 
Morningside Drive in Corte Madera and worked from her living room until 1991. 

In 1991, Dark Garden moved to 2229A Market Street in Autumn’s shared apartment with 
Monique Motil in the Castro neighborhood. They started working together shortly afterwards. 

In 1994, Dark Garden moved to 448 Linden Street in Hayes Valley, the back area of Asphalt 
Boutique and Design Studio. This space was shared with Painter’s Place, which stored their 
framing materials.  

The business rapidly outgrew the workroom and moved to 1472 Fulton Street at Broderick 
Street for 13 months. 

On May 1, 1996, Dark Garden Unique Corsetry, Inc. moved to its first ever retail location at 321 
Linden Street, with production on-site in the back room. 

Autumn bought out her second business partner Monique Motil in 1998. In 2018, Autumn 
welcomed Revelation in Fit, bra fitting specialists, to join her in the storefront, which allowed 
for an additional couture workroom under the same roof, one floor above. Both businesses 
continue to operate. 

b. Describe any circumstances that required the business to cease operations in San Francisco 
for more than six months? 

Dark Garden has never ceased operation since its inception. During the depths of the COVID-19 
Shelter in Place order, owner Autumn Adamme temporarily moved into the upstairs workroom 
to be close to the business and to be able to continue to produce medical corsets to make sure 
all clients were cared for. She also designed an internationally acclaimed face mask of which 
over 900 have sold since April 2020. 



c. Is the business a family-owned business? If so, give the generational history of the 
business. 

The business either is or is not a “family-owned” business, defined here as any business in 
which two or more family members are involved and the majority of ownership or control lies 
within a family.” 

d. Describe the ownership history when the business ownership is not the original owner or a 
family-owned business. 

The ownership history of Dark Garden Unique Corsetry is as follows: 

1989 to 1990:  Autumn Adamme and Karen Porter 
1991 to 1998:  Autumn Adamme and Monique Motil 
1998 to Present: Autumn Adamme 

e. When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the business for less 
than 30 years, the applicant will need to provide documentation of the existence of the 
business prior to current ownership to verify it has been in operation for 30+ years. Please 
use the list of supplemental documents and/or materials as a guide to help demonstrate the 
existence of the business prior to current ownership. 

Documentation of the existence of the business verifying it has been in operation for 30+ years 
is provided in this Legacy Business Registry application. 

f. Note any other special features of the business location, such as, if the property associated 
with the business is listed on a local, state, or federal historic resources registry. 

The historic resource status of the building at 321 Linden Street is classified by the Planning 
Department as Category A, Historic Resource Present, with regard to the California 
Environmental Quality Act. The building was evaluated in 2010 and appears to be a contributor 
to the Hayes Valley Residential Historic District and Hayes Valley Commercial Historic District. 

CRITERION 2 

a. Describe the business's contribution to the history and/or identity of the neighborhood, 
community or San Francisco. 

Dark Garden was the first front-facing business on the 300 block of Linden Street, which is now 
home to San Francisco’s first Living Alley. A Living Alley is defined as a narrow, low-volume 
traffic street that is designed to focus on livability instead of parking and traffic. Typically, this 
means creating a street primarily for pedestrians and bicyclists as well as space for social uses. 



Vehicles are typically still allowed access but with reduced speeds.1 Dark Garden’s presence on 
the street paved the way for Blue Bottle Coffee to open their first kiosk, and for Tazi Home 
Furnishings, Optical Underground, MM Clay, and Clare V to open on the block. 

Autumn Adamme is a founding member of the Hayes Valley Merchants Association and is on a 
steering committee dedicated to the reinvigoration of Hayes Valley as we return to life post-
pandemic. She has recently been asked to join the Market & Octavia Community Advisory 
Committee. 

Many people have referred to Dark Garden as a cornerstone of Hayes Valley, and of San 
Francisco itself. Their unique approach to fashion and dedication to diversity are truly a product 
of San Francisco culture. 

b. Is the business (or has been) associated with significant events in the neighborhood, the 
city, or the business industry? 

Autumn Adamme is known internationally as The Godmother of Modern Corsetry, having 
developed and taught techniques in a craft that was nearly extinct when she started the 
business. She has employed over 100 skilled and pre-skilled individuals over the years, training 
and guiding many of them into professions in fashion, theater, and opera. 

Dark Garden survived the dot-com boom, dot-com bust, demolition of the Fell Street overpass, 
construction of Octavia Boulevard, the Great Recession, and the coronavirus pandemic, all of 
which were significant events in the Hayes Valley neighborhood and San Francisco. 

Dark Garden participates in the annual Edwardian Ball, now held at the Regency Theater. 

c. Has the business ever been referenced in an historical context? Such as in a business trade 
publication, media, or historical documents? 

In more than 30 years in a unique business in a unique city, Dark Garden Unique Corsetry, Inc. 
has been featured in all forms of media, including TV, film, magazine articles, and paintings. The 
business has inspired multiple photographers, including Larry Utley, who published a book 
called Fetish Fashion: Undressing The Corset, for which Autumn wrote the forward. Surrealist 
painter Lee Harvey Roswell staged a triptych on the premises of Dark Garden, which included 
more than a dozen models of all sizes, persuasions, and demographics. Dark Garden’s work was 
part of The Art of Burning Man exhibit, which traveled to the Smithsonian Museum, Chicago 
Museum of Art, the Oakland Museum and beyond. The business has participated in countless 
art school projects, supporting developing film, photography, fine art, and fashion students as 
they establish themselves. Dark Garden images have been used as cover art for several albums 
and books, including author Gail Carriger. Most recently they partnered with Moschino to 

                                                           
1 https://sfplanning.org/market-octavia-living-alleys 
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create two ensembles for the Met Gala, one of which Vogue Magazine featured in their Met 
Gala video special. 

d. Is the business associated with a significant or historical person? 

The business is associated with a great many significant and historical people. Dark Garden has 
made corsets for film, TV, opera, and popular music celebrities, as well as several notable 
authors. The business has worked with leaders of the Center for Sex and Culture and with 
performers at Asia SF. Dark Garden has also worked with Fakir Musafar, a leading pioneer of 
the art of body modification. Internationally-renowned corsetier Mr. Pearl joined the team at 
Dark Garden for nearly a year. Dark Garden has become the go-to corset maker for both 
Moschino and Zac Posen, and has made corsets for several celebrities including Tilda Swinton, 
Jennifer Lopez, Christina Aguilerra, Dita Von Teese, Marilyn Manson, and Kelly Osbourne. 

e. How does the business demonstrate its commitment to the community? 

Dark Garden has been a cornerstone of The Great Dickens Christmas Fair since their re-opening 
in 2000. Dark Garden donates gift certificates to dozens of nonprofits every year and 
participates in neighborhood clean-up days. 

Autumn Adamme was a founding member of The Greater Bay Area Costumers Guild. She also 
participates with the board of directors of The Art Deco Society of California. 

f. Provide a description of the community the business serves. 

Dark Garden Unique Corsetry, Inc. serves multiple communities: 

● Arts and culture communities due to the proximity of the San Francisco Opera, San 
Francisco Symphony, San Francisco Ballet, and SFJAZZ Center 

● Working in tandem with doctors and physical therapists to support their orthopedic and 
post-surgery patients 

● Circus 

● Historical re-enactments 

● LGBTQ+ 

● Leather 

● Drag 

● Burlesque 

● Burning Man 

● Various high school drama productions 



g. Is the business associated with a culturally significant 
building/structure/site/object/interior? 

The interior has been lovingly designed to give visitors a sense of visiting another time in 
history, partially furnished with family heirlooms. It has been used in many TV, film, video, and 
photo shoots. Dark Garden has hosted several performing artists of acoustic music and held a 
Sock Hop to benefit Northern California firefighters and their families. 

h. How would the community be diminished if the business were to be sold, relocated, shut 
down, etc.? 

If Dark Garden Unique Corsetry, Inc. were to close, members of several marginalized 
communities would be without the safety and security that the staff at Dark Garden provides – 
many transgender clients are not able to comfortably shop for undergarments in more 
conventional stores. Additionally, Dark Garden serves a vast community of people with physical 
issues that need the unique specialties that Dark Garden caters to. 

Because Dark Garden serves members from marginalized communities such as transgender, 
gender fluid, people of size, those suffering from Ehlers Danlos Syndrome and after effects of 
COVID-19 in the form of Postural orthostatic tachycardia syndrome (POTS), these communities 
would be left without a safe space in which to have their needs met if Dark Garden were to 
close, whether medical, emotional, or simply aesthetic. 

If Dark Garden were to lose its home in its present building, which has space for both 
production and retail, it is highly unlikely the business would survive. The reasonable rent and 
central location in the city contribute greatly to its success. 

CRITERION 3 

a. Describe the business and the essential features that define its character. 

Dark Garden designs and produces corsets, both ready-to-wear and custom, as well as custom-
designed wedding attire. Their boutique also offers accessories, clothing, and hats that are, for 
the most part, made by local designers. 

Dark Garden has a special brand of inclusivity that is uniquely San Franciscan. Through carefully 
curated products and events, they strive to cultivate a body-positive culture that is accessible to 
people of all ages, cultures, genders, needs, and body types. 

Dark Garden is a safe space for people to explore their sense of themselves, matching their 
outer expression to their inner beauty, sometimes for the first time. They are dedicated to 
creating unique environments for its clients to luxuriate in, ones that delights the senses, a true 
sanctuary for self-expression of every identity. 



b. How does the business demonstrate a commitment to maintaining the historical traditions 
that define the business, and which of these traditions should not be changed in order to 
retain the businesses historical character? (e.g., business model, goods and services, craft, 
culinary, or art forms) 

Corsetry itself was a dying art when Autumn started the business. She comes from a long line of 
seamstresses and tailors and translated this education into techniques that are now used by 
corset makers the world over. She has trained well over 100 people in these arts, many of 
whom have gone on to distinguish themselves as fashion designers, costume makers, designers, 
and stylists for circus, ballet, film, theater, and television.  

The Dark Garden ethos of creating a welcoming atmosphere for all genders, abilities, ages, 
cultures, and body types has led to an old-world level of customer service.  

San Francisco is the best home for Dark Garden, with its history of being a haven for rebels, free 
thinkers, and artists – a destination city for travelers from all parts of the world.  

c. How has the business demonstrated a commitment to maintaining the special physical 
features that define the business? Describe any special exterior and interior physical 
characteristics of the space occupied by the business (e.g. signage, murals, architectural 
details, neon signs, etc.). 

Dark Garden is one of very few retail manufacturers in San Francisco, keeping production under 
the same roof as the boutique. This building houses several small, independent businesses and 
therefore has had a hand in shaping the flavor of Hayes Valley, one of the oldest neighborhoods 
in San Francisco, well known for its connection to arts and culture. 

d. When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the business for less 
than 30 years; the applicant will need to provide documentation that demonstrates the 
current owner has maintained the physical features or traditions that define the business, 
including craft, culinary, or art forms. Please use the list of supplemental documents and/or 
materials as a guide to help demonstrate the existence of the business prior to current 
ownership. 

Not applicable. 
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