
Legacy Business Registry
Executive Summary
HEARING DATE: November 3, 2021

Filing Date: October 6, 2021
Case No.: 2021-010337LBR
Business Name: 2100 VAN NESS AVE
Business Address: Harris’ Restaurant
Zoning: RC-4 (RESIDENTIAL- COMMERCIAL, HIGH DENSITY) Zoning District

80-D Height and Bulk District
Block/Lot: 0574/014
Applicant: Michael Buhagiar

2100 Van Ness Avenue
Nominated By: Mayor London Breed
Located In: District 3
Staff Contact: Katie Wilborn - 628-652-7355

Katherine.Wilborn@sfgov.org

Recommendation: Adopt a Resolution to Recommend Approval

Business Description

Harris’ Restaurant is a family-owned and -operated American steakhouse that opened in 1984 at 2100 Van Ness
Avenue, where it remains today. The restaurant was originally owned by its namesake, Ann Harris, as well as Goetz
Boje, and Joey Buhagiar. Harris’ Restaurant is now owned by Joey’s brother, Michael Buhagiar, who manages the
day-to-day operations as the executive chef. The location at the corner of Van Ness and Pacific Avenues exudes
the old-school San Franciscan elegance and charm of a bygone era, with leather booths, brass chandeliers, and
dark wood features throughout. A 3-piece mural by the San Francisco artist, Barnaby Conrad, is just one of many
murals that adorn the dining halls at Harris’. The business is a major supporter of its local community, in that the
restaurant donates to many fundraising events and charities and values the wellness of all San Franciscans. During
shelter-in-place, Harris’ served as a pop-up butcher, retailer, and grocery to provide meats and produce to the
surrounding community.  Harris’ Restaurant has served classic, thoughtful American fare to generations of San
Franciscans and returning visitors, alike.
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The business’s location at 2100 Van Ness Avenue is a Category B (Unknown / Age Eligible) structure on the
northeast side of Van Ness, at the intersection of Pacific Avenue in the Russian Hill neighborhood. It is within the
RC-4 (Residential-Commercial, High Density) Zoning District, a 80-D Height and Bulk District, the Van Ness Special
Use District, the Van Ness Corridor Planning Area, and the Discover Polk Community Benefit District. The building
was surveyed as part of the Van Ness Automobile survey and per the DPR form received a rating of “7” (Not
evaluated for National register or California Register / Needs Revaluation). The historical report states that the site
has been used as a steakhouse restaurant (including Harris’ and its predecessor, Gibson’s) since 1936.

Staff Analysis

Review Criteria

1. When was business founded?

The business was founded in 1984.

2. Does the business qualify for listing on the Legacy Business Registry? If so, how?

Yes. Harris’ Restaurant qualifies for listing on the Legacy Business Registry because it meets all of the eligibility
Criteria:

a. Harris’ Restaurant has operated continuously in San Francisco for 37 years.

b. Harris’ Restaurant has contributed to the history and identity of the Russian Hill / Nob Hill neighborhoods
and San Francisco.

c. Harris’ Restaurant is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define the
organization.

3. Is the business associated with a culturally significant art/craft/cuisine/tradition?

Yes. The business is associated with American steakhouse cuisine.

4. Is the business or its building associated with significant events, persons, and/or architecture?

Yes, the business is associated with the actress, author, and restauranteur, Ann Lee Harris, who founded Harris’
Restaurant. The building is also associated with master architect Alfred Henry Jacobs (best known for the
Curran Theater and Congregation Emanu-el), who designed and built the structure in 1919.

5. Is the property associated with the business listed on a local, state, or federal historic resource registry?

No.

6. Is the business mentioned in a local historic context statement?

No, not as of the date of this Executive Summary.



Legacy Business Registry CASE NO. 2021-010337LBR
November 3, 2021 Hearing Harris’ Restaurant

3

7. Has the business been cited in published literature, newspapers, journals, etc.?

Yes. There have been a number of features and articles on Harris’ Restaurant, including Eater SF, SF Gate,
Forbes, and Zagat, among others.

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business

Location(s) associated with the business:
Current Locations:
 2100 Van Ness Avenue (1984 – Present)

Recommended by Applicant
 Steakhouse cuisine
 Building / location
 Dark wood
 High ceilings
 Brass chandeliers
 Large leather booths
 Murals

Additional Recommended by Staff
 None

Basis for Recommendation
The Department recommends the Historic Preservation Commission adopt a resolution recommending the
business listed above be adopted by the Small Business Commission to the Legacy Business Registry.

ATTACHMENTS

Draft Resolution
Legacy Business Registry Application:
 Application Review Sheet
 Section 1 – Business / Applicant Information
 Section 2 – Business Location(s)
 Section 3 – Disclosure Statement
 Section 4 – Written Historical Narrative

o Criterion 1 – History and Description of Business
o Criterion 2 – Contribution to Local History
o Criterion 3 – Business Characteristics

 Contextual Photographs and Background Documentation



Historic Preservation Commission
Draft Resolution No. ###

HEARING DATE: NOVEMBER 3, 2021

Case No.: 2021-010337LBR
Business Name: 2100 VAN NESS AVE
Business Address: Harris’ Restaurant
Zoning: RC-4 (RESIDENTIAL- COMMERCIAL, HIGH DENSITY) Zoning District

80-D Height and Bulk District
Block/Lot: 0574/014
Applicant: Michael Buhagiar

2100 Van Ness Avenue
Nominated By: Mayor London Breed
Located In: District 3
Staff Contact: Katie Wilborn - 628-652-7355

Katherine.Wilborn@sfgov.org

ADOPTING FINDINGS RECOMMENDING TO THE SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION APPROVAL OF THE LEGACY
BUSINESS REGISTRY NOMINATION FOR HARRIS’ RESTAURANT CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 2100 VAN NESS AVE
(PRIMARY ADDRESS), BLOCK/LOT 0574/014.

WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business maintains a
registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding, community-serving
businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing educational and promotional
assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and success; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San Francisco
operations exceeding two years; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the City’s history and identity; and

WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the traditions that define the business; and

WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on November 3, 2021, the Historic Preservation Commission
reviewed documents, correspondence and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business Registry nomination.
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends that Harris'
Restaurant qualifies for the Legacy Business Registry under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) as it has
operated for 30 or more years and has continued to contribute to the community.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends safeguarding of the
below listed physical features and traditions for Harris’ Restaurant.

Location(s):

 2100 Van Ness Avenue (1984 – Present)

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business:

 Steakhouse cuisine
 Building / location
 Dark wood
 High ceilings
 Brass chandeliers
 Large leather booths
 Murals

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission’s findings and recommendations are made
solely for the purpose of evaluating the subject business's eligibility for the Legacy Business Registry, and the
Historic Preservation Commission makes no finding that the subject property or any of its features constitutes a
historical resource pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5(a).

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby directs its Commission Secretary to
transmit this Resolution and other pertinent materials in the case file Harris’ Restaurant to the Office of Small
Business November 3, 2021.

Jonas P. Ionin
Commission Secretary

AYES:

NOES:

ABSENT:

RECUSE:

ADOPTED: November 3, 2021
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