
 

 

Legacy Business Registry 
Executive Summary 

HEARING DATE: MAY 19, 2021 

 
 
Filing Date: April 21, 2021 
Case No.: 2021-004018LBR 
Business Name: Sue Fisher King Co. 
Business Address: 3067 Sacramento Street 
Zoning: NC-1-Neighborhood Commercial, Cluster Zoning District 
 40-X Height and Bulk District 
Block/Lot: 1024/024 
Applicant:  Sue Fisher King, President 
 3067 Sacramento Street  
Nominated By: Supervisor Catherine Stefani 
Located In: District 2 
Staff Contact: Melanie Bishop- 628.652.7440 
 melanie.bishop@sfgov.org 

Recommendation: Adopt a Resolution to Recommend Approval  

 
 
Business Description 
Sue Fisher King Co. is a retail establishment located at 3067 Sacramento Street in the Pacific Heights 
neighborhood. Founder Sue Fisher King managed gift shops at several local establishments including the former 
I. Magnin department store, Trader Vic’s and Senor Pico prior to opening her own store in 1978, after an 
inspirational trip to Florence, Italy. The business was founded on November 6, 1978 and sells a variety of unique 
imported housewares, linens, gifts, porcelain, scented candles, and more. 
 
After opening its first location at 3075 Sacramento Street, the business temporarily expanded to Wilkes Bashford 
(375 Sutter Street) and a location at 3061 Sacramento Street. In 2010, Sue Fisher King Co. launched their website, 
a move that allowed the business to maintain revenue throughout the coronavirus pandemic. The business carries 
a variety of goods and brands from both national and international proprietors and provides a gift registry service 
that is accessible through their website. Sue Fisher King Co. employees make an effort to vary their merchandise 
selection in order to keep products interesting for themselves and for customers. 
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The business moved to its present location at 3067 Sacramento Street in 1987 and has been a part of the 
Sacramento Street shopping corridor for nearly four decades. Sue Fisher King Co. has been a member of the 
Sacramento Street Merchants Association since its opening in 1978 and regularly participates in the Sacramento 
Street Christmas Walk. The business serves customers in Pacific Heights, Presidio Heights, throughout the Bay 
Area and nationally via their website and has hosted book signings and other small events in the store. Sue Fisher 
King Co. remains an active supporter of the community and has donated to the San Francisco Chronicle’s Season 
of Sharing, the San Francisco Public Library, San Francisco State University, University High School, Enterprise for 
High School Students, and the Sacramento Street Merchants’ Association. 
 
The business’ location at 3067 Sacramento Street is in a Category B (Unknown/Age Eligible) structure on the south 
side of Sacramento Street between Baker and Broderick streets in the Pacific Heights neighborhood. It is within 
an NC-1 (Neighborhood Commercial, Cluster) Zoning District and a 40-X Height and Bulk District. The subject 
property was surveyed as part of the Draft Neighborhood Commercial District Survey (2015) where it was identified 
for prioritized follow up as an individually-eligible property within an eligible historic district that would include a 
grouping of five commercial mixed-use properties on the south side of Sacramento Street.1 The subject property 
was also surveyed as part of the 1976 Department of City Planning Survey and assigned an overall rating of “4” out 
of a scale from “1-5” with “5” assigned to buildings of highest architectural integrity. However, despite these former 
evaluations, none have been conclusive, and the property maintains a Planning Department status code of “B” 
(Unknown / Age Eligible).     
 
 
 
Staff Analysis 

Review Criteria 

1. When was business foundedʢ   

The business was founded in 1978. 

2. Does the business qualify for listing on the Legacy Business Registryʢ If soʐ howʢ 

Yes. Sue Fisher King Co. qualifies for listing on the Legacy Business Registry because it meets all of the eligibility 
Criteria: 

a. Sue Fisher King Co. has operated continuously in San Francisco for 42 years. 

b. Sue Fisher King Co. has contributed to the history and identity of the Pacific Heights neighborhood and 
San Francisco.  

c. Sue Fisher King Co. is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define the 
organization. 

 
1 San Francisco Planning, “Draft Sacramento NC-1”, Draft Neighborhood Commercial District Survey, 2015, 4. 

http://www.sf-planning.org/info
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3. Is the business associated with a culturally significant artăcraftăcuisineătraditionʢ  

Yes. The business is associated with the Sacramento Street commercial corridor and the woman-owned small 
business industry in San Francisco. 

4. Is the business or its building associated with significant eventsʐ personsʐ andăor architectureʢ 

Yes. The property located at 3067 Sacramento Street is identified as both individually eligible and eligible as 
part of a historic district that comprises five properties commercial mixed-use properties along the 
Sacramento Street Corridor as part of the Draft Neighborhood Commercial District Survey. The subject property 
was constructed ca. 1897 and features a combination of Stick/Eastlake and Classical Revival detailing. The 
original storefront system and residential entry appear to be intact, allowing the building to retain a high 
degree of architectural integrity.2 

5. Is the property associated with the business listed on a localʐ stateʐ or federal historic resource registryʢ   

No.  

6. Is the business mentioned in a local historic context statementʢ   

No. 

7. Has the business been cited in published literatureʐ newspapersʐ journalsʐ etcʏʢ 

Yes. There have been a number of features and articles on Sue Fisher King and the store, both within and 
outside the industry. The store has been featured in local publications including Nob Hill Gazette, Racked San 
Francisco, and the San Francisco Chronicle as well as trade journals including Home Furnishings Daily. The store 
regularly appears on recommended places to shop in San Francisco and has been features in design 
magazines including House Beautiful, Elle Décor, Vogue, and Architectural Digest. 

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business 

L o cation(s) associated with the business: 
Current Locations:  
• 3067 Sacramento Street (August 1987-Present) 
 
Previous (No Longer Extant) Locations: 
• 3075 Sacramento Street (November 1978-July 1987) 
 
Recommended by Applicant 
• Diverse and unique selection of handcrafted housewares from national and international proprietors 
• Commitment to the local community and participation in the Sacramento Street Merchants Association 

and associated events including the Sacramento Street Christmas Walk 
• Creative storefront displays in keeping with the character of the original storefront system features 
 

 

 
2 Ibid. 
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Basis for Recommendation  
The Department recommends the Historic Preservation Commission adopt a resolution recommending the 
business listed above be adopted by the Small Business Commission to the Legacy Business Registry. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

Draft Resolution 
Legacy Business Registry Application: 
• Application Review Sheet 
• Section 1 – Business / Applicant Information 
• Section 2 – Business Location(s) 
• Section 3 – Disclosure Statement 
• Section 4 – Written Historical Narrative 

o Criterion 1 – History and Description of Business 
o Criterion 2 – Contribution to Local History 
o Criterion 3 – Business Characteristics 

• Contextual Photographs and Background Documentation 
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Historic Preservation Commission 
Draft Resolution No. ### 

HEARING DATE: MAY 19, 2021 

 
Case No.: 2021-004018LBR 
Business Name: Sue Fisher King Co. 
Business Address: 3067 Sacramento Street 
Zoning: NC-1-Neighborhodo Commercial, Cluster Zoning District 
Block/Lot: 1024/024 
Applicant:  Sue Fisher King, President 
 3067 Sacramento Street 
Nominated By: Supervisor Catherine Stefani 
Located In: District 2 
Staff Contact: Melanie Bishop- 628.652.7440 
 melanie.bishop@sfgov.org 
 
 
ADOPTING FINDINGS RECOMMENDING TO THE SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION APPROVAL OF THE LEGACY 
BUSINESS REGISTRY NOMINATION FOR SUE FISHER KING CO. CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 3067 SACRAMENTO 
STREET BLOCK/LOT: 1024/024 
 
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business maintains a 
registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding, community-serving 
businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing educational and promotional 
assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and success; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San Francisco 
operations exceeding two years; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the City’s history and identity; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the traditions that define the business; and 
 
WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on May 19, 2021, the Historic Preservation Commission reviewed 
documents, correspondence and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business Registry nomination. 

mailto:melanie.bishop@sfgov.org


Resolution No. ###  CASE NO. 2021-004018LBR 
May 19, 2021  Sue Fisher King Co. 

  2  

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends that Sue Fisher King 
Co. qualifies for the Legacy Business Registry under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) as it has operated 
for 30 or more years and has continued to contribute to the community. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends safeguarding of the 
below listed physical features and traditions for Sue Fisher King Co.  
 
Location�s�ʑ 

Current Locations:  
• 3067 Sacramento Street (August 1987-Present) 
 
Previous (No Longer Extant) Locations: 
• 3075 Sacramento Street (November 1978-July 1987) 

 
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Businessʑ 

• Diverse and unique selection of handcrafted housewares from national and international proprietors 
• Commitment to the local community and participation in the Sacramento Street Merchants Association 

and associated events including the Sacramento Street Christmas Walk 
• Creative storefront displays in keeping with the character of the original storefront system features 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission’s findings and recommendations are made 
solely for the purpose of evaluating the subject business's eligibility for the Legacy Business Registry, and the 
Historic Preservation Commission makes no finding that the subject property or any of its features constitutes a 
historical resource pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5(a). 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby directs its Commission Secretary to 
transmit this Resolution and other pertinent materials in the case file 2021-004018LBR to the Office of Small 
Business May 19, 2021. 
 
 
Jonas P. Ionin 
Commission Secretary 
 
 
AYES:    
 
NOES:   
 
ABSENT:  
 
RECUSE:  
 
ADOPTED: May 19, 2021 

http://www.sf-planning.org/info


 

 
Application No.:  LBR-2020-21-008 
Business Name:   Sue Fisher King Co. 
Business Address:   3067 Sacramento Street 
District:   District 2 
Applicant:    Sue Fisher King, President 
Nomination Letter Date:  August 28, 2020 
Nominated By:   Supervisor Catherine Stefani 
 
CRITERION 1: Has the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more 
years, with no break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years? 
 X Yes   No 
 
3075 Sacramento Street from 1978 to 1987 (9 years) 
3067 Sacramento Street from 1987 to Present (34 years) 
 
CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or 
the identity of a particular neighborhood or community? 
 X Yes   No 
 
CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or 
traditions that define the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms? 
 X Yes   No 
 
NOTES: N/A 
 
DELIVERY DATE TO HPC: April 21, 2021 
 
 
Richard Kurylo 
Program Manager, Legacy Business Program 

Legacy  
Business  
Registry 

Application 
Review Sheet 





Legacy Business Registry Application

1 DR.  CARLTON B.  GOO DLETT PLACE,  ROO M 140, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94102-46
(415)  554-6134 / www.s fos b.o rg  /  legacybus iness@sfgov . o rg

Section One:
Business / Applicant Information.
Please provide the following information: 

The name, mailing address and other contact information of the business;

The name of the person who owns the business. For businesses with multiple owners,
identify the person(s) with the highest ownership stake in the business;

The name, title and contact information of the applicant;

The business’s San Francisco Business Account Number and entity number with the
Secretary of State, if applicable.

NAME OF BUSINESS:

BUSINESS OWNER(S)
(Identify the person(s) with the highest ownership stake in the business):

CURRENT BUSINESS ADDRESS: TELEPHONE NUMBER:

EMAIL ADDRESS:

MAILING ADDRESS – STREET ADDRESS: MAILING ADDRESS – CITY AND STATE:

Same as Business Address

MAILING ADDRESS – ZIP CODE:

WEBSITE ADDRESS:

FACEBOOK PAGE:

TWITTER NAME:

APPLICANT’S NAME: APPLICANT’S TELEPHONE NUMBER:

APPLICANT’S TITLE: APPLICANT’S EMAIL ADDRESS:

SAN FRANCISCO BUSINESS ACCOUNT NUMBER:

SECRETARY OF STATE ENTITY NUMBER (If applicable):







SUE FISHER KING CO. 
Section 4: Written Historical Narrative 

CRITERION 1 

a. Provide a short history of the business from the date the business opened in San Francisco 
to the present day, including the ownership history. For businesses with multiple locations, 
include the history of the original location in San Francisco (including whether it was the 
business's founding and or headquartered location) and the opening dates and locations of all 
other locations. 

Sue Fisher King Co., located at 3067 Sacramento Street in the Pacific Heights neighborhood, is a 
retail establishment founded with the City and County of San Francisco on November 6, 1978. 
The business sells luxurious housewares and unique gifts, fine bed and bath linens, porcelain, 
scented candles, and more. 

Since she was a young child, Sue Fisher King has always had a passion for retail. One of her 
fondest memories as a child was playing pretend with her toy register and buying all sorts of 
things, mainly things lying around the house.   

In 1978, Sue King went to Florence, Italy, and immediately was inspired by all the fantastic 
handmade and handcrafted dishes, pottery, décor pillows, and unusual treasures. She knew she 
had to import all the beautiful treasures back to San Francisco, thus opening her store, Sue 
Fisher King Co., on Sacramento Street on November 9, 1978.  

Years after opening her store on Sacramento Street, Sue King temporarily expanded her 
presence to Wilkes Bashford and to 3061 Sacramento Street.   

On March 10, 2010, Sue Fisher King Co. expanded again by having an online presence, which 
was a milestone to a thriving business. 

This year, as we near November 9, 2021, Sue Fisher King Co. will be celebrating its 43rd year in 
business.  

b. Describe any circumstances that required the business to cease operations in San Francisco 
for more than six months? 

The business has not ceased operations since it was established. 

The coronavirus pandemic shutdown affected the retail business for about 5 months when Sue 
Fisher King Co. had to close to the public, but fortunately they had built a very good website 
that continued to bring in business and exceed their expectations. 

c. Is the business a family-owned business? If so, give the generational history of the 
business. 



The business is not “a family-owned business,” defined here as any business in which two or 
more family members are involved and the majority of ownership or control lies within a 
family. Sue Fisher King is a sole proprietor of her namesake company. 

d. Describe the ownership history when the business ownership is not the original owner or a 
family-owned business. 

The ownership history of Sue Fisher King Co. is as follows: 
1978 to Present: Sue Fisher King 

e. When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the business for less 
than 30 years, the applicant will need to provide documentation of the existence of the 
business prior to current ownership to verify it has been in operation for 30+ years. Please 
use the list of supplemental documents and/or materials as a guide to help demonstrate the 
existence of the business prior to current ownership. 

Documentation of the existence of the business verifying it has been in operation for 30+ years 
is provided in this Legacy Business Registry application. 

f. Note any other special features of the business location, such as, if the property associated 
with the business is listed on a local, state, or federal historic resources registry. 

The historic resource status of the building at 3067 Sacramento Street is classified by the 
Planning Department as Category B, Unknown / Age Eligible, with regard to the California 
Environmental Quality Act. 

CRITERION 2 

a. Describe the business's contribution to the history and/or identity of the neighborhood, 
community or San Francisco. 

Sue Fisher King Co. has been a valuable part of the Sacramento Street shopping corridor in 
Pacific Heights for over four decades, bringing lots of customer traffic, contributing to the fine 
reputation of the street through the merchandise mix and customer service, and offering loyal 
customers an ever-changing inventory. 

b. Is the business (or has been) associated with significant events in the neighborhood, the 
city, or the business industry? 

The business has been a member of the Sacramento Street Merchants Association since 
opening in 1978. It has been an active participant in all events sponsored by the Association 
since then, including the annual Sacramento Street Christmas Walk and other smaller street 
activities. Sue Fisher King Co. has hosted book signings and street promotions associated with 
national magazines. 

c. Has the business ever been referenced in an historical context? Such as in a business trade 
publication, media, or historical documents? 



Sue Fisher King Co. has been written about in trade journals many times over the years, such as 
Home Furnishings Daily and design magazines like House Beautiful, Elle Décor, Vogue, and 
Architectural Digest. The store has also been featured in other publications such as the Nob Hill 
Gazette, Racked San Francisco, and the San Francisco Chronicle. 

d. Is the business associated with a significant or historical person? 

Sue Fisher King Co. has a number of well-known customers, but the business wishes to respect 
their privacy. 

e. How does the business demonstrate its commitment to the community? 

Sue Fisher King Co. has donated to the San Francisco Chronicle’s Season of Sharing, the local 
branch of the San Francisco Library, San Francisco State University, University High School, 
Enterprise for High School Students, and the Sacramento Street Merchants’ Association. 

f. Provide a description of the community the business serves. 

The business serves customers in its direct neighborhoods, Pacific Heights and Presidio Heights, 
as well as the general Bay Area. Online, Sue Fisher King Co. serves customers throughout the 
United States. 

g. Is the business associated with a culturally significant 
building/structure/site/object/interior? 

Sue Fisher King Co. is located in one of the oldest Victorians on the street and the oldest on the 
block, making it a standout and adding to the importance of the store. 

h. How would the community be diminished if the business were to be sold, relocated, shut 
down, etc.? 

Many customers have become accustomed to shopping at Sue Fisher King Co. for themselves 
and for gifts for friends. Young women register at Sue Fisher King Co. for their weddings. 
Because of the quality and original style of the products, customers are proud to give gifts 
purchased from the store. Sue Fisher King Co. is on many lists compiled by guides to shopping in 
San Francisco as a “must see” business. If Sue Fisher King Co. were to close, it would be a great 
loss for the Sacramento Street corridor and the city of San Francisco.  

CRITERION 3 

a. Describe the business and the essential features that define its character. 

Sue Fisher King Co. sells a wide selection of luxurious housewares and unique gifts, including 
dinnerware, glassware, kitchenware, pillows & throws, bedding, bath & body, fragrances, 
décor, personal accessories, lavastone, and more. 



Sue King carries brands made in the USA like Simon Pearce glass, and has continuously 
imported from France and Italy lines like Astier de Villatte and Mariage Frères, porcelain and 
metal flowers, and elegant bed and bath linens. The list is extensive and represents the finest of 
artisanal offerings. 

Sue Fisher King Co. employees always work to keep the merchandise selection interesting to 
themselves so it is the same for their customers. There is always something new coming in, and 
the instore and window displays attract customers. The store’s Instagram posts also attract lots 
of new followers. Sue Fisher King Co. has great rapport with customers because they work hard 
to supply good customer service and provide a personal approach. 

b. How does the business demonstrate a commitment to maintaining the historical traditions 
that define the business, and which of these traditions should not be changed in order to 
retain the businesses historical character? (e.g., business model, goods and services, craft, 
culinary, or art forms) 

The business has become a destination for a lot of people and brings a sense of permanence to 
the block and to the street in general. A mix of American made products, and European and 
African imports are an integral part of what makes the shop interesting, and showing the finest 
quality handmade things adds elegance to the more rustic selections. 

c. How has the business demonstrated a commitment to maintaining the special physical 
features that define the business? Describe any special exterior and interior physical 
characteristics of the space occupied by the business (e.g. signage, murals, architectural 
details, neon signs, etc.). 

The storefront at 3067 Sacramento Street started life on the street level as a bakery. For how 
long is unknown. It was followed by the Christmas Shop, which was only the second owner and 
thrived in the space for many years, keeping most of the built-in fixtures from the bakery. 
When Sue Fisher King Co. moved in in 1987, they did a lot of remodeling but kept the flavor of 
its predecessors, and created a lovely environment to showcase the large assortment of 
treasures that they offer. They retrofitted a lot of the cabinets and shelves so they would still 
look appropriate to the building but be practical for a modern business. 

d. When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the business for less 
than 30 years; the applicant will need to provide documentation that demonstrates the 
current owner has maintained the physical features or traditions that define the business, 
including craft, culinary, or art forms. Please use the list of supplemental documents and/or 
materials as a guide to help demonstrate the existence of the business prior to current 
ownership. 

Documentation that demonstrates the business has been a housewares retailer for 30+ years is 
included in this Legacy Business Registry application. 
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