
 

 

Legacy Business Registry 
Executive Summary 
HEARING DATE: DECEMBER 2, 2020 

 
 
Filing Date: November 4, 2020 
Case No.: 2020-010198LBR 
Business Name: Japan Video & Media 
Business Address: 1737 Post Street #305 
Zoning: NCD (Japantown) Zoning District 
 50-X Height and Bulk District 
Block/Lot: 0700/009  
Applicant:  Takeshi Onishi 
 1737 Post Street #305 
          San Francisco, CA 94115 
Nominated By: Supervisor Dean Preston 
Located In: District 5 
Staff Contact: Gretel Gunther – 628.652.7607 
 gretel.gunther@sfgov.org 

Recommendation: Adopt a Resolution to Recommend Approval  

 
 
Business Description 
Japan Video & Media is a retail store selling Japanese and Korean TV shows and films and anime merchandise, 
opened originally by Japanese immigrant Takeshi Onishi at 1781 Buchanan Street in September 1984. At the 
time Japan Video & Media opened, there were no retail stores in San Francisco selling a comparable inventory of 
Japanese and Korean TV shows and films with English subtitles. Today, Japan Video & Media remains one of the 
top retailers of Japanese and Korean TV shows and films, with thousands of anime, samurai, Godzilla, and kaijyu 
films in its collection, attracting enthusiasts from abroad and around the country. Japan Video & Media also has 
an extensive inventory of anime merchandise. Founder Takeshi Onishi also started the now-annual Anime 
Costume Parade in 1999 in order to bridge youth enthusiasm for anime with larger Japanese cultural 
celebrations, and ultimately helping to popularize anime in San Francisco. Japan Video & Media has been owned 
and operated by Onishi for the entirety of its 36 years in business. 
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Japan Video & Media first opened in 1984, close to its present location in the southeast corner of the Japan 
Center’s West Mall at 1737 Post Street #305, where it has been located since 1988. After completing college in the 
United States, Onishi wanted to open a store that introduced and promoted Japanese culture and allowed 
anyone the ability to learn the Japanese language. From the beginning, Onishi’s inventory of Japanese and 
Korean TV shows and films have offered English subtitles, honoring Onishi’s original intent of making Japanese 
culture accessible to Americans. Japan Video & Media has also been one of the top purveyors of anime 
merchandise since 1984. The store’s collection includes, and is not limited to, a wide variety of merchandise 
including t-shirts, scrolls, posters, keychains, bags, plush dolls, and other collector’s items.  
 
Continuing his desire to introduce and promote Japanese culture in San Francisco, Onishi became involved in 
local Japanese cultural events, organizing the Summer Festival in Japantown through the 1980s and 1990s. After 
realizing the need to connect San Francisco’s youth to Japanese cultural events and recognizing the growing 
popularity of anime, Onishi organized the first Anime Costume Parade for the Cherry Blossom Festival in 1999, 
and the first Japan Center Anime Fair in 2010. At the time, this was the first anime parade in the country. Since 
then, the Anime Costume Parade and Fair has continued annually, attracting more than 10,000 visitors to 
Japantown each year.  
 
Japan Video & Media has catered to the Japantown neighborhood since 1984, offering tv shows, films, and 
merchandise appealing to a wide array of individuals. Japan Video & Media’s customers come from all walks of 
life, places, and level of familiarity with Japanese culture. Onishi even recalls Robin Williams being a consistent 
patron of Japan Video & Media, frequenting the store nearly once a month.  
 
Japan Video & Media continues to give back to the community it serves, donating large amounts of anime 
merchandise to the Japanese Cultural Community of Northern California’s Children’s Day Festival and Japanese 
film DVDs to the San Francisco Buddhist Church’s Ginza Bazaar and Obon Festival each year.  
 
The business’s primary location at 1737 Post Street #305 is within the Japan Center Mall, a Category B (Unknown 
/ Age Eligible) structure on the south side of Post Street between Buchanan and Webster Streets in the 
Japantown neighborhood. It is within the Japanton NCD (Neighborhood Commercial) Zoning District and a 50-X 
Height and Bulk District. It is also located within the Japantown and Fringe Financial Special Use Districts, the 
Japantown Planning Area, the Japantown Community Benefit District, and the Japantown Cultural Heritage 
District.  
 
The businesses’ primary location, a suite located at 1737 Post Street #305, within the Japan Center Mall, is in a 
Category B (Unknown / Age Eligible) structure.  It is included in the ongoing Neighborhood Commercial 
Corridors Historic Resource Survey. 
 
 
Staff Analysis 

Review Criteria 

1. When was business founded?   

The business was founded in 1984.  
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2. Does the business qualify for listing on the Legacy Business Registry? If so, how? 

Yes. Japan Video & Media qualifies for listing on the Legacy Business Registry because it meets all of the 
eligibility Criteria: 

a. Japan Video & Media has operated continuously in San Francisco for 36 years. 

b. Japan Video & Media has contributed to the history and identity of the Japantown neighborhood and 
San Francisco.  

c. Japan Video & Media is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define the 
organization. 

3. Is the business associated with a culturally significant art/craft/cuisine/tradition?  

Yes. The business is associated with the Japanese and Korean genres of TV and film. The business is also 
associated with the Cherry Blossom and Summer Festivals, and the Anime Costume Parade and Fair, which 
are all significant annual cultural events for San Francisco’s Japanese American community.   

4. Is the business or its building associated with significant events, persons, and/or architecture? 

Yes. Japan Video & Media is located within the Japan Center Mall, which is identified in the San Francisco 
Modern Architecture and Landscape Design 1935-1970 Historic Context Statement for its association with 
landscape architects Royston, Hanamoto, & Mayes, and for its association with architect Van Bourg 
Nakamura. The Japan Center Mall is also subject to the Japantown Special Area Design Guidelines, area-
specific design guidelines that work in conjunction with the Planning Department’s Urban Design 
Guidelines.   

5. Is the property associated with the business listed on a local, state, or federal historic resource registry?   

No.  

6. Is the business mentioned in a local historic context statement?   

Yes. The Japan Center Mall, in which the subject business is located, is mentioned several times in the 
Japantown Cultural Heritage & Economic Sustainability Strategy (JCHESS), which was adopted by the 
Historic Preservation Commission, Planning Commission, and Board of Supervisors in 2013.   

7. Has the business been cited in published literature, newspapers, journals, etc.? 

Yes. There have been a number of features and articles on Japan Video & Media and Onishi’s association 
with the Anime Costume Parade in online anime blogs and publications. Onishi and Japan Video & Media 
have also been written about several times in Nichi Bei Weekly, a Japanese American, community-focused, 
ethnic publication based in San Francisco. 
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Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business 

Location(s) associated with the business: 
 

Current Locations:  
• 1737 Post Street #305 (1988 – Present) 

 
Previous (No Longer Extant) Locations: 
• 1731 Buchanan Street (1984 – 1988)  
 
Recommended by Applicant 
 
• Collector item anime posters hanging inside store. 

• Four-foot Totoro plush doll at entrance of store. 

 
Additional Recommended by Staff 
 
• Retail store with inventory of Japanese and Korean TV shows and films, including anime, samurai, 

Godzilla, and kaijyu films, with English subtitles. 

• Inventory of anime merchandise, including dolls, posters, bags, keychains, and t-shirts.  

• Involvement in annual Anime Costume Parade and Fair at Cherry Blossom Festival. 

• Window displays of anime merchandise.  

• Physical store layout of merchandise and DVDs/videos. 

• Location within Japan Center Mall.  

 



 

 

Historic Preservation Commission 
Draft Resolution No. ### 

HEARING DATE: DECEMBER 2, 2020 

 
Case No.: 2020-010198LBR 
Business Name: Japan Video & Media 
Business Address: 1737 Post Street #305 
Zoning: NCD (Japantown) Zoning District 
 50-X Height and Bulk District 
Block/Lot: 0700/009  
Applicant:  Takeshi Onishi 
 1737 Post Street #305 
          San Francisco, CA 94115 
Nominated By: Supervisor Dean Preston 
Located In: District 5 
Staff Contact: Gretel Gunther – 628.652.7607 
 gretel.gunther@sfgov.org 
 
 
ADOPTING FINDINGS RECOMMENDING TO THE SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION APPROVAL OF THE LEGACY 
BUSINESS REGISTRY NOMINATION FOR JAPAN VIDEO & MEDIA CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 1737 POST STREET #305 
BLOCK/LOT 0700/009 
 
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business maintains a 
registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding, community-
serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing educational and 
promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and success; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San 
Francisco operations exceeding two years; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the City’s history and identity; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the traditions that define the business; and 
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WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on December 2, 2020, the Historic Preservation Commission 
reviewed documents, correspondence and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business Registry nomination. 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends that Japan Video 
& Media qualifies for the Legacy Business Registry under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) as it has 
operated for 30 or more years and has continued to contribute to the community. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends safeguarding of the 
below listed physical features and traditions for Japan Video & Media.  
 
Location(s): 

Current Locations:  
• 1737 Post Street #305 (1988 – Present) 
 
Previous (No Longer Extant) Locations: 
• 1731 Buchanan Street (1984 – 1988)  

 
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business: 

 
• Retail store with inventory of Japanese and Korean TV shows and films, including anime, samurai, 

Godzilla, and kaijyu films, with English subtitles. 

• Inventory of anime merchandise, including dolls, posters, bags, keychains, and t-shirts.  

• Involvement in annual Anime Costume Parade and Fair at Cherry Blossom Festival. 

• Window displays of anime merchandise.  

• Physical store layout of merchandise and DVDs/videos. 

• Collector item anime posters hanging inside store. 

• Four-foot Totoro plush doll at entrance of store. 

• Location within Japan Center Mall.  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission’s findings and recommendations are made 
solely for the purpose of evaluating the subject business's eligibility for the Legacy Business Registry, and the 
Historic Preservation Commission makes no finding that the subject property or any of its features constitutes a 
historical resource pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5(a). 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby directs its Commission Secretary to 
transmit this Resolution and other pertinent materials in the case file 2020-010198LBR to the Office of Small 
Business December 2, 2020. 
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Jonas P. Ionin 
Commission Secretary 
 
 
AYES:    
 
NOES:   
 
ABSENT:  
 
ADOPTED:  
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Basis for Recommendation  

The Department recommends the Historic Preservation Commission adopt a resolution recommending the 
business listed above be adopted by the Small Business Commission to the Legacy Business Registry. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

Draft Resolution 
Legacy Business Registry Application: 
• Application Review Sheet 
• Section 1 – Business / Applicant Information 
• Section 2 – Business Location(s) 
• Section 3 – Disclosure Statement 
• Section 4 – Written Historical Narrative 

o Criterion 1 – History and Description of Business 
o Criterion 2 – Contribution to Local History 
o Criterion 3 – Business Characteristics 

• Contextual Photographs and Background Documentation 
 



 

 
Application No.:  LBR-2020-21-002 
Business Name:   Japan Video & Media 
Business Address:   1737 Post St., #305 
District:   District 5 
Applicant:    Takeshi Onishi, President 
Nomination Date:   July 7, 2020 
Nominated By:   Supervisor Dean Preston 
 
CRITERION 1: Has the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more 
years, with no break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years? 
 X Yes   No 
 
1731 Buchanan Street from 1984 to 1988 (4 years) 
1737 Post Street #305 from 1988 to Present (32 years) 
 
CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or 
the identity of a particular neighborhood or community? 
 X Yes   No 
 
CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or 
traditions that define the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms? 
 X Yes   No 
 
NOTES: N/A 
 
DELIVERY DATE TO HPC: November 4, 2020 
 
 
Richard Kurylo 
Program Manager, Legacy Business Program 

Legacy  
Business  
Registry 

Application 
Review Sheet 



 
 

Member, Board of Supervisors 
District 5 

City and County of San Francisco 
 
 
 
 

      DEAN PRESTON 
 
 
Office of Small Business  
Attn: Legacy Business Registration Application  
City Hall, Room 110  
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place  
San Francisco, CA 94102 
 
July 7, 2020 
 
Re: Nomination of Japan Video and Media to the Legacy Business Registry 
 
Dear Director Regina Dick-Endrizzi,  
 

I am writing to nominate Japan Video and Media, located in the Japantown Mall, for the 
Legacy Business Registry. Founded in 1984 by Takeshi Onishi, an immigrant from Ashiro City 
in Japan, Japan Video and Media has spent more than 35 years providing premier cultural 
education and entertainment through Japanese media.  

 
At its opening, Japan Video and Media only had a few hundred VHS tapes in its 

inventory - now, it is one of the best sources of Japanese films in San Francisco, carrying a large 
collection of media including anime, samurai films, and classic Godzilla movies. Mr. Onishi has 
also worked tirelessly to ensure that Japan Video and Media has helped sustain the Japanese 
community in San Francisco throughout the decades. In 1999, to commemorate Japan Video and 
Media’s 15 year anniversary, the store became involved in community events such as the Cherry 
Blossom Festival and Summer Festival, where they helped organize the now-famous Anime 
Costume Parade, a crucial step in modernizing the festivals and bringing in a new generation of 
Japanese media fans. Through such efforts, Japan Video and Media has proven itself to be an 
invaluable resource for connecting younger generations of anime fans with the established 
Japanese community and classical Japanese culture in San Francisco.  

 
I am extremely proud to nominate a small business as involved and dedicated to serving 

its community as Japan Video and Media for the Legacy Business Registry.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Dean Preston, District 5 Supervisor 
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