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MEMO TO HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

JANUARY 20, 2021
Continued from: December 16, 2020

Record No.: 2020-009614DES

Project Address: 2868 Mission Street (Mission Cultural Center)

Zoning: NCT MISSION STREET NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL TRANSIT
45-X,80-B Height and Bulk District

Block/Lot: 6516/007

Project Sponsor: Planning Department

49 South Van Ness Avenue, Suite 1400
San Francisco, CA 94103

Property Owner: City and County of San Francisco - SF Arts Commission
25 Van Ness Avenue, Suite 400
San Francisco, CA 94102

Staff Contact: moses corrette 628-652-7356
moses.corrette@sfgov.org

Recommendation: Recommend Initiation of Landmark Designation

Background

This item is a request for Recommendation of Initiation of Landmark Designation of the Mission Cultural Center
(2868 Mission Street), and was duly noticed for the regularly scheduled Historic Preservation Commission
(“HPC”) hearing of December 16, 2020. At that hearing, this item was continued until the January 20, 2021 HPC
hearing, to address some technical errors in the report.

Current Proposal

Provided in this packet is a revised draft Designating Ordinance, edits including the Character-Defining Features
and signed as to form by a representative of the City Attorney’s Office.

Required Commission Action

In order for this to proceed, the Commission must recommend Initiation of Landmark Designation.
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Memo to Historic Preservation Commission 2020-009614DES
January 20, 2021 2868 Mission Street (Mission Cultural Center)

Basis for Recommendation

The Department recommends that the Historic Preservation Commission initiate the landmark designation
process of the Mission Cultural Center at 2868 Mission Street as it is individually eligible for association with the
social and ethnic history of the Mission District as a predominately Latino enclave, along with the
development of Latino arts in San Francisco in association with California’s Latino cultural center
movement of the 1970s.

ATTACHMENTS

Revised Draft Resolution Initiating Landmark Designation
Exhibit A - Staff Report dated December 16, 2020

San Francisco
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FILE NO. ORDINANCE NO.

[Planning Code - Landmark Designation - 2868 Mission Street]

Ordinance amending the Planning Code to designate 2868 Mission Street, Assessor’s
Block No. 6516, Lot No. 007 (a.k.a. Mission Cultural Center), as a Landmark under
Article 10 of the Planning Code; affirming the Planning Department’s determination
under the California Environmental Quality Act; and making public necessity,
convenience, and welfare findings under Planning Code, Section 302, and findings of
consistency with the General Plan and the eight priority policies of Planning Code,

Section 101.1.

NOTE: Unchanged Code text and uncodified text are in plain Arial font.
Additions to Codes are in Smgle underlme ltalzcs Times New Roman font.
Deletions to Codes are in
Board amendment additions are in double underllned Arial font.
Board amendment deletions are in
Asterisks (* * * *)indicate the omission of unchanged Code
subsections or parts of tables.

Be it ordained by the People of the City and County of San Francisco:
Section 1. Findings.
(a) CEQA and Land Use Findings.

(1) The Planning Department has determined that the Planning Code
amendment proposed in this ordinance is subject to a Categorical Exemption from the
California Environmental Quality Act (California Public Resources Code Sections 21000 et
seq., CEQA) pursuant to Section 15308 of California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Sections
15000 et seq., the Guidelines for implementation of the statute for actions by regulatory
agencies for protection of the environment (in this case, landmark designation). Said

determination is on file with the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors in File No.

and is incorporated herein by reference. The Board of Supervisors affirms this determination.

Historic Preservation Commission
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(2) Pursuant to Planning Code Section 302, the Board of Supervisors finds that
the proposed landmark designation of 2868 Mission Street, Assessor’'s Block No. 6516, Lot
No. 007 (a.k.a. Mission Cultural Center), will serve the public necessity, convenience, and
welfare for the reasons set forth in Historic Preservation Commission Resolution No.

, recommending approval of the proposed designation, which is incorporated

herein by reference.
(3) The Board of Supervisors finds that the proposed landmark designation of
2868 Mission Street is consistent with the General Plan and with Planning Code Section

101.1(b) for the reasons set forth in Historic Preservation Commission Resolution No.

(b) General Findings.

(1) Pursuant to Charter Section 4.135, the Historic Preservation Commission
has authority "to recommend approval, disapproval, or modification of landmark designations
and historic district designations under the Planning Code to the Board of Supervisors."

(2) The Landmark Designation Fact Sheet was prepared by Planning
Department Preservation staff. All preparers meet the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional
Qualification Standards for historic preservation program staff, as set forth in Code of Federal
Regulations Title 36, Part 61, Appendix A. The report was reviewed for accuracy and
conformance with the purposes and standards of Article 10 of the Planning Code.

(3) The Historic Preservation Commission, at its regular meeting of ,
reviewed Planning Department staff's analysis of the historical significance of 2868 Mission
Street pursuant to Article 10 as part of the Landmark Designation Fact Sheet dated

(4) On , after holding a public hearing on the proposed initiation, the

Historic Preservation Commission initiated of the proposed landmark designation of 2868

Historic Preservation Commission
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Mission Street by Resolution No. . Said resolution is on file with the Clerk of the
Board in File No.

(5) On , after holding a public hearing on the proposed designation
and having considered the specialized analyses prepared by Planning Department staff and
the Landmark Designation Fact Sheet, the Historic Preservation Commission recommended
designation of 2868 Mission Street as a landmark under Article 10 of the Planning Code by

Resolution No. . Said resolution is on file with the Clerk of the Board in File No.

(6) The Board of Supervisors hereby finds that 2868 Mission Street has a
special character and special historical, architectural, and aesthetic interest and value, and
that its designation as a Landmark will further the purposes of and conform to the standards
set forth in Article 10 of the Planning Code. In doing so, the Board hereby incorporates by

reference the findings of the Landmark Designation Fact Sheet.

Section 2. Designation.

Pursuant to Section 1004 of the Planning Code, 2868 Mission Street, Assessor’s Block
No. 6516 Lot No. 007 (a.k.a. Mission Cultural Center) is hereby designated as a San
Francisco Landmark under Article 10 of the Planning Code. Appendix A to Article 10 of the

Planning Code is hereby amended to include this property.

Section 3. Required Data.
(a) The description, location, and boundary of the Landmark site consists of the City
parcel located at 2868 Mission Street, Assessor’s Block No. 6516, Lot No. 007 (a.k.a. Mission

Cultural Center) in San Francisco’s Mission District.

Historic Preservation Commission
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(b) The characteristics of the Landmark that justify its designation are described and
shown in the Landmark Designation Fact Sheet and other supporting materials contained in
Planning Department Record Case No. . In brief, 2868 Mission Street is eligible for
local designation as it is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to
the broad patterns of San Francisco history. Specifically, designation of 2868 Mission Street is
proper given its association with Latino history and culture in San Francisco, specifically, as
Mission Cultural Center, the foremost art and cultural center for Latinos in San Francisco. The
Mission Cultural Center is significant for its association with the social and ethnic history of the
Mission District as a predominately Latino enclave, along with the development of Latino arts
in San Francisco in association with California’s Latino cultural center movement of the 1970s.

(c) The particular features that shall be preserved, or replaced in-kind as determined
necessary, are those generally shown in photographs and described in the Landmark
Designation Fact Sheet, which can be found in Planning Department Record Case
No. , and which are incorporated in this designation by reference as though fully set
forth. Specifically, the following exterior features shall be preserved or replaced in kind: All
exterior elevations, form, massing, structure, rooflines, architectural ornament, and materials
of 2868 Mission Street identified as:

(1)  The reinforced concrete shell of the building, however, mechanical
equipment and enclosures where not visible from the public right-of-way are excluded from
Article 10 permit procedures;

(2) Mural on the upper fagade on Mission Street “Spirit of the Arts”;

(3)  Transparent storefront;

(4) Spatial relationships of three major interior spaces, being the Theater

(first floor, approximately 2,162 square feet), Gallery (second floor, approximately 3,231

Historic Preservation Commission
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square feet), and Studio “D” together with Mission Grafica Printmaking Studio (third floor and

partial mezzanine, approximately 2,171 square feet).

Section 4. Effective Date.

This ordinance shall become effective 30 days after enactment. Enactment occurs
when the Mayor signs the ordinance, the Mayor returns the ordinance unsigned or does not
sign the ordinance within ten days of receiving it, or the Board of Supervisors overrides the

Mayor’s veto of the ordinance.

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
DENNIS J. HERRERA, City Attorney

By: Is/
ANDREA RUIZ-ESQUIDE
Deputy City Attorney

n:\legana\as2021\1800206\01505998.docx

Historic Preservation Commission
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS Page 5



. 49 South Van Ness Avenue, Suite 1400
San Francisco San Francisco, CA 94103

628.652.7600
www.sfplanning.org

LANDMARK DESIGNATION
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

DECEMBER 16, 2020
Record No.: 2020-009614DES
Project Address: 2868 Mission Street (Mission Cultural Center)
Zoning: NCT MISSION STREET NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL TRANSIT
45-X,80-B Height and Bulk District
Block/Lot: 6516/007
Project Sponsor: Planning Department

49 South Van Ness Avenue, Suite 1400
San Francisco, CA 94103

Property Owner: City and County of San Francisco - SF Arts Commission
25 Van Ness Avenue, Suite 400
San Francisco, CA 94102

Staff Contact: Moses Corrette 628-652-7356
moses.corrette@sfgov.org

Recommendation: Recommend Initiation of Landmark Designation

Property Description

The following description of the subject property and surroundings is paraphrased from the draft National
Register nomination' prepared by Jonathan Lammers and Desiree Aranda on behalf of San Francisco Heritage:

Mission Cultural Center (later Mission Cultural Center for Latino Arts) is located in the Mission District, a
large and diverse neighborhood in the east-central portion of San Francisco. The primary fagade faces
Mission Street, which acts as the spine of a busy commercial, mixed use, and pedestrian corridor.
Nearby buildings are one- to three-stories in height, and most were built during the late nineteenth or
early twentieth century. Surrounding businesses include restaurants, bakeries, coffee shops, tienditas
(small shops), and retail stores that cater to a largely, although not exclusively, Latino clientele. The MCC

! Jonathan Lammers and Desiree Aranda, on behalf of SF Heritage, Draft National Register Nomination for Mission Cultural
Center (2868 Mission Street), San Francisco, California, October 2016; Revised January 2017, July 2020, August 2020.
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Landmark Designation Initiation 2020-009614DES
December 16,2020 2868 Mission Street (Mission Cultural Center)

is adjacent to the Calle 24 (veinticuatro) Latino Cultural District, a special use zoning district designated
by the San Francisco Board of Supervisors in 2017. The district has as its axis the commercial corridor
running along lower 24th Street from approximately Mission Street west to Potrero Avenue.

The building was constructed in 1947 as a furniture store and converted into the Mission Cultural Center
(MCC) in 1977. The building is a predominately two- and three-story, reinforced concrete building with a
partial fourth floor. It is L-shaped in plan and has a flat roof with skylights. The primary facade faces
Mission Street while the larger rear (west) facade faces Osage Alley. The building is predominately clad
with concrete and stucco. The upper portion of the primary and east fagades features a large and
significant mural depicting Latino cultural themes.

The primary (Mission Street) facade is clad with smooth stucco at the base and a grid of scored
stucco above. The Mission Street facade features three structural bays at the ground floor. The building’s
fenestration of fixed, plate glass aluminum-sash windows in a grid pattern is concentrated at the
center of the ground floor, crowned with a neon marquee reading “Mission Cultural Center” The
window system is fronted by metal seismic bracing in an M-shape and flanked by the two primary
entrances to the building. These entrances consist of fully glazed aluminum double doors with
transoms located in angled vestibules. Each of these entrances is flanked by another set of flush
metal double doors featuring an image of a young Aztec jaguar. This logo was designed by Alfonso
Maciel, the first director of the center’s Mission Gréafica department. A field of orange tiles paves the
storefront and entrances, while the Mission Street sidewalk features bands of purple and pink tile
accents that continue for blocks in either direction.

The ground floor is crowned with a marquee consisting of metal framework supporting red-painted
aluminum letters with neon lighting which spell “Mission Cultural Center” The top of the marquee
includes spotlights to illuminate the mural above. The mural, Spirit of the Arts, is the building’s most
significant exterior character-defining feature. Painted in 1982 by Carlos Loarca, Manuel Villamor and
Betsie Miller-Kusz, the mural covers the entire upper Mission Street facade and partially wraps the
secondary (east) facade. It features Central American motifs blended with allegorical images of activities
that are typical within the MCC, such as dancing and playing drums. The dancers also include
skeletons in homage to Dia de los Muertos (Day of the Dead).

The rear wing of the building fronts Osage Alley. On the south facade the rear wing is clad with
board-formed concrete painted with a large mural by an artist, or artists, unknown. This facade is
unfenestrated. The west fagade of the rear wing is clad with smooth stucco. Itincludes three multi-
light industrial steel sash windows at the south end, with two smaller window openings below
screened by security bars. At the north end is a freight entrance fronted by a roll-up metal door.
Above are four window openings, including multi-light steel sash windows, and sliding aluminum
windows. The north facade of the rear wing in unfenestrated and clad with board-formed concrete.

The interior of the building contains four floors. The first floor contains a theater, lobby with small space
for box office, office of building manager, storage areas, and freight elevator. A mural covers part of the
walls adjacent to and above the box office. The main entrance to the theater, which is also surround by
a mural, is located at the south end of the lobby. The 150-person theater features stadium seating with
portable chairs, and concrete flooring. The stage has masonite surfacing, and various lighting and

San Francisco



Landmark Designation Initiation 2020-009614DES
December 16,2020 2868 Mission Street (Mission Cultural Center)

audio-visual equipment are suspended from the ceiling. Two dressing rooms and one restroom with a
shower are located backstage. Performances, workshops, and events are held in the theater and in the
lobby on the first floor.

The second floor houses the center’s administrative offices, two art galleries, a reception area, and a
café. The Galeria Museo is located at the center of the second floor and is accessed by metal stairs from
the lobby. Adjacent and east of the gallery is Café de la Muerte, a reception area. The Inty-Raymi Gallery
is located immediately adjacent to the café. The third floor of the center contains six studios where
classes and workshops are held. At the far northwest corner of the third floor is the textile studio. It
includes silkscreen equipment, worktables, and storage areas for dyes. The small fourth floor runs along
the west end of the building facing Osage Alley. It is used primarily by the Mission Gréfica Studio. The
main part of the studio is located in the southwest corner. A small lobby separates the Mission Gréafica
Studio from the Printing Room. Immediately east of the lobby is a photography dark room. North of the
lobby is the Printing Room at the northwest corner of the fourth floor.

Significant interior and exterior alterations were made during a major renovation from 1984 to 1987,
during which the MCC operated from temporary quarters several blocks away on Harrison Street. More
modest modifications were made to the buildingin 1992 and 2015. The building is in good condition
and retains all aspects of integrity.

Project Description

The case before the Historic Preservation Commission is the consideration of the initiation of landmark
designation of 2868 Mission Street (Mission Cultural Center) as a San Francisco landmark under Article 10 of the
Planning Code, Section 1004.1.

Jonathan Lammers and Desiree Aranda on behalf of San Francisco Heritage, prepared the National Register
nomination for the Mission Cultural Center located at 2868 Mission Street. The State Historical Resources
Commission (SHRC) heard the nomination on the regular agenda of their November 6, 2020 hearing and voted
to recommended to the State Historic Preservation Officer to forward the nomination to the Keeper of National
Register for consideration of listing in the National Register.

Compliance With Planning Code

The case before the Historic Preservation Commission is the consideration of the initiation of landmark
designation of 2868 Mission Street (Mission Cultural Center) as a San Francisco landmark under Article 10 of the
Planning Code, Section 1004.1.

If the HPC decides to initiate designation of the subject property as an Article 10 landmark at its December 16,
2020 hearing, the item will again be considered by the Commission at a future hearing. During this subsequent
hearing, the Commission will decide whether to forward the item to the Board of Supervisors with a
recommendation supportive of designation. The nomination would then be considered at a future Board of
Supervisors hearing for formal Article 10 landmark designation.

San Francisco
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December 16,2020 2868 Mission Street (Mission Cultural Center)

Article 10 of the Planning Code.

The executive summary and analysis under review was prepared by Department preservation staff, who meet the
Secretary of the Interior’s professional qualifications. The history and significance of the property is explained in
detail in the attached National Register nomination prepared on behalf of SF Heritage by Desiree Aranda and
Jonathan Lammers (both formerly SF Planning Department), who also meet the Secretary of the Interior’s
professional qualifications. The Department has determined that the subject property meets the requirements for
eligibility as an individual landmark pursuant to Article 10 of the Planning Code. The justification for its inclusion
is explained briefly in this Executive Summary and in the attached draft National Register nomination.

Significance: The Mission Cultural Center is eligible for listing in the National Register under Criterion A at the
local level of significance in the areas of Social History, Art, Performing Arts, and Ethnic Heritage: Hispanic for its
association with the social and ethnic history of the Mission District as a predominately Latino enclave, along
with the development of Latino arts in San Francisco in association with California’s Latino cultural center
movement of the 1970s. The building meets the Latinos In Twentieth Century California Multiple Property
Submission registration requirements for Cultural Centers in association with the historic context Making a
Life: Latinos in the Arts.?

The 1977 to 1984 period of significance begins with the year the cultural center opened. The end date
reflects two critical events in the cultural center’s history. In 1984, the San Francisco Arts Commission
transferred all programming responsibilities to the centers and moved staff from the civil service to
nonprofit payroll. That same year, extensive interior renovations began, and the center was forced to
relocate to temporary quarters. For its exceptional importance as the foremost art and cultural center for
Latinos in San Francisco, Mission Cultural Center has the exceptional significance to satisfy Criteria
Consideration G: Properties That Have Achieved Significance Within the Past Fifty Years. According to the
nomination, the building is in good condition and retains all aspects of integrity.

Underrepresented Landmark Types The proposed landmark designation addresses one of the three previously
identified underrepresented landmark types, which are: Underrepresented racial, ethnic, and social groups;
Properties located in geographically underrepresented areas; Underrepresented property types.

Integrity: The Mission Cultural Center maintains a high level of integrity.?

Character-Defining Features: Exterior and potentially interior character-defining features are still being finalized.

Boundaries of the Landmark: The proposed Landmark site encompasses all of Assessor’s Parcel Block No. 6516,
Lot No. 007.

General Plan.

2National Register of Historic Places, Latinos in Twentieth Century California, Multiple Counties, California. National Register
#64501239, Amended 2020. Available via https://www.nps.gov/nr/feature/places/pdfs/64501239.pdf or for an illustrated
version via https://ohp.parks.ca.gov/?page id=27915.

*The seven aspects of integrity as defined by the National Park Service (NPS) and the National Register of Historic Places
(NRHP) are location, design, materials, workmanship, setting, feeling, and association.

San Francisco
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The Urban Design Element of the San Francisco General Plan contains the following relevant objectives and
policies:

OBJECTIVE 2
CONSERVATION OF RESOURCES THAT PROVIDE A SENSE OF NATURE, CONTINUITY WITH THE PAST, AND
FREEDOM FROM OVERCROWDING.

Policy 4
Preserve notable landmarks and areas of historic, architectural or aesthetic value, and promote the
preservation of other buildings and features that provide continuity with past development.

Designating significant historic resources as local landmarks will further continuity with the past because the
buildings will be preserved for the benefit of future generations.

Planning Code Section 101.1 - Eight Priority Policies establishes and requires review of permits for consistency
with said policies. On balance, the proposed designation is consistent with the priority policies, and furthers
Policy Number 7, which states that landmarks and historic buildings be preserved.

Landmark Designation Procedures

Action by Historic Preservation Commission.

The Historic Preservation Commission on February 4, 2009, by Resolution No. 001, adopted the National Register
Criteria asits methodology for recommending landmark designation of historic resources. Under the National
Register Criteria, the quality of significance in American history, architecture, archaeology, engineering, and
cultureis present in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects that possess integrity of location, design,
setting, feeling, materials, workmanship, and association, and that are associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history; or that are associated with the lives of persons
significantin our past; or that embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction,
or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or represent a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction; or properties that have yielded, or
may likely yield, information important in prehistory or history.

Article 10 of the Planning Code.

Section 1004 of the Planning Code authorizes the landmark designation of an individual structure or other
feature or an integrated group of structures and features on a single lot or site, having special character or
special historical, architectural or aesthetic interest or value, as a landmark. Section 1004.1 also outlines that
landmark designation may be initiated by the Board of Supervisors or the Historic Preservation Commission and
the initiation shall include findings in support. Section 1004.2 states that once initiated, the proposed
designation is referred to the Historic Preservation Commission for a report and recommendation to the Board
of Supervisors to approve, disapprove or modify the proposal.

San Francisco
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Pursuant to Section 1004.3 of the Planning Code, if the Historic Preservation Commission approves the
designation, a copy of the resolution of approval is transmitted to the Board of Supervisors and without referral
to the Planning Commission. The Board of Supervisors shall hold a public hearing on the designation and may
approve, modify or disapprove the designation.

In the case of the initiation of a historic district, the Historic Preservation Commission shall refer its
recommendation to the Planning Commission pursuant to Section 1004.2(c). The Planning Commission shall
have 45 days to provide review and comment on the proposed designation and address the consistency of the
proposed designation with the General Plan, Section 101.1 priority policies, the City’s Regional Housing Needs
Allocation, and the Sustainable Communities Strategy for the Bay Area. These comments shall be sent to the
Board of Supervisors in the form of a resolution.

Section 1004(b) requires that the designating ordinance approved by the Board of Supervisors shall include the
location and boundaries of the landmark site, a description of the characteristics of the landmark which justify
its designation, and a description of the particular features that should be preserved.

If the Historic Preservation Commission approves the proposed designation recommendation, a copy of the
resolution of approval is transmitted to the Board of Supervisors, which holds a public hearing on the
designation and may approve, modify or disapprove the designation (Section 1004.4). If the Historic Preservation
Commission disapproves the proposed designation, such action shall be final, except upon the filing of a valid
appeal to the Board of Supervisors within 30 days (Section 1004.5).

Public / Neighborhood Input

The Department is not aware of any opposition to the landmark designation of 2868 Mission Street (Mission
Cultural Center).

Issues & Other Considerations

e Property owner input: This property is owned by City and County of San Francisco and is overseen by the SF
Arts Commission. On November 5, 2020, the Department discussed the landmark initiation and process with
Joanne Lee, Deputy Director of Programs, and sent follow up letter via email on December 3, 2020, of the
Landmark initiation hearing. There is no notice required for the initiation hearing.

e The property was placed on the Landmark Designation Work Program on August 17, 2016.
e The Commission heard the National Register nomination for this site on October 7,2020, and adopted findings

to recommend nomination to the National Register and that the state Office of Historic Preservation process
the nomination (Resolution No. 1143).

San Francisco
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Environmental Review Status

The Planning Department has determined that actions by regulatory agencies for protection of the environment
(specifically in this case, landmark designation) are exempt from environmental review, pursuant to CEQA
Guidelines Section 15308 (Class Eight - Categorical).

Basis for Recommendation

The Department recommends that the Historic Preservation Commission initiate the landmark designation
process of the Mission Cultural Center at 2868 Mission Street as it is individually eligible for association with the
social and ethnic history of the Mission District as a predominately Latino enclave, along with the
development of Latino arts in San Francisco in association with California’s Latino cultural center
movement of the 1970s.

ATTACHMENTS

Draft Resolution Initiating Landmark Designation
Exhibit A - Draft Landmark Designation Ordinance
Exhibit B - Maps and Context Images

Exhibit C - Draft National Regjster nomination

San Francisco
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FILE NO. ORDINANCE NO.

[Planning Code - Landmark Designation — 2778 24th-Street2868 Mission Street]

Ordinance amending the Planning Code to designate 2778 24th2868 Mission Street (‘‘Casa
Sanchez BuildingMission Cultural Center”), Assessor’s Block No. 42146516, Lot No. 818007,

as a Landmark under Article 10 of the Planning Code; affirming the Planning
Department’s determination under the California Environmental Quality Act; and
making public necessity, convenience, and welfare findings under Planning Code,
Section 302, and findings of consistency with the General Plan and the eight priority

policies of Planning Code, Section 101.1.

NOTE: Unchanged Code text and uncodified text are in plain Arial font.
Additions to Codes are in szngle underlme ztalzcs Times New Roman font.
Deletions to Codes are in
Board amendment additions are in double underllned Arial font.
Board amendment deletions are in
Asterisks (* * * *)indicate the omission of unchanged Code
subsections or parts of tables.

Be it ordained by the People of the City and County of San Francisco:
Section 1. Findings.
(a) CEQA and Land Use Findings.

(1) The Planning Department has determined that the Planning Code
amendment proposed in this ordinance is subject to a Categorical Exemption from the
California Environmental Quality Act (California Public Resources Code Sections 21000 et
seq., "CEQA") pursuant to Section 15308 of California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Sections
15000 et seq., the Guidelines for implementation of the statute for actions by regulatory
agencies for protection of the environment (in this case, landmark designation). Said

determination is on file with the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors in File No.

and is incorporated herein by reference. The Board of Supervisors affirms this determination.

Historic Preservation Commission
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(2) Pursuant to Planning Code Section 302, the Board of Supervisors finds that
the proposed landmark designation of 277824%2868 Mission Street, Assessor’s Block No.
42106516, Lot No. 048-007 (“Casa-SanchezBuildingMission Cultural Center”), will serve the public

necessity, convenience, and welfare for the reasons set forth in Historic Preservation
Commission Resolution No. , recommending approval of the proposed
designation, which is incorporated herein by reference.

(3) The Board of Supervisors finds that the proposed landmark designation of
the 277824th2868 Mission Street is consistent with the General Plan and with Planning Code

Section 101.1(b) for the reasons set forth in Historic Preservation Commission Resolution No.

(b) General Findings.

(1) Pursuant to Charter Section 4.135, the Historic Preservation Commission
has authority "to recommend approval, disapproval, or modification of landmark designations
and historic district designations under the Planning Code to the Board of Supervisors."

(2) The Landmark Designation Fact Sheet was prepared by Planning
Department Preservation staff. All preparers meet the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional
Qualification Standards for historic preservation program staff, as set forth in Code of Federal
Regulations Title 36, Part 61, Appendix A. The report was reviewed for accuracy and
conformance with the purposes and standards of Article 10 of the Planning Code.

(3) The Historic Preservation Commission, at its regular meeting of ,
reviewed Planning Department staff's analysis of the historical significance of 277824th2868

Mission Street pursuant to Article 10 as part of the Landmark Designation Fact Sheet dated

i
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(4) On , after holding a public hearing on the proposed initiation, the
Historic Preservation Commission initiated of the proposed landmark designation of the 2778
24th2868 Mission Street by Resolution No. . Said resolution is on file with the Clerk
of the Board in File No.

(6) On , after holding a public hearing on the proposed designation
and having considered the specialized analyses prepared by Planning Department staff and
the Landmark Designation Fact Sheet, the Historic Preservation Commission recommended
designation of 277824th2868 Mission Street as a landmark under Article 10 of the Planning
Code by Resolution No. . Said resolution is on file with the Clerk of the Board in

File No.

(7) The Board of Supervisors hereby finds that 2778242868 Mission Street has

a special character and special historical, architectural, and aesthetic interest and value, and
that its designation as a Landmark will further the purposes of and conform to the standards
set forth in Article 10 of the Planning Code. In doing so, the Board hereby incorporates by
reference the findings of the Landmark Designation Fact Sheet.

Section 2. Designation.

Pursuant to Section 1004 of the Planning Code, 277824th2868 Mission Street (Casa
Sanchez Building “Mission Cultural Center”), Assessor’'s Block No. 4210-6516 Lot No. 848007, is

hereby designated as a San Francisco Landmark under Article 10 of the Planning Code.

Appendix A to Article 10 of the Planning Code is hereby amended to include this property.

Section 3. Required Data.

Historic Preservation Commission
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS Page 3



o © 00 N o o B~ W N -

—\
N

© o0 N o o A~ DN

N N N N =
w N -~ O

N—PR
(62 I SN

(a) The description, location, and boundary of the Landmark site consists of the City
parcel located at 2778 24th2868 Mission Street (Casa-SanchezBuitdingMission Cultural Center),
Assessor’s Block No. 42106516, Lot No. 848007, in San Francisco’s Mission District.

(b) The characteristics of the Landmark that justify its designation are described and
shown in the Landmark Designation Fact Sheet and other supporting materials contained in
Planning Department Record Case No. . In brief, 2778 24%2868 Mission Street is
eligible for local designation as it is associated with events that have made a significant
contribution to the broad patterns of San Francisco history. Specifically, designation of 2778

24%2868 Mission Street is proper given its association with Latino history and culture in San

Francisco, specifically, with-as the-Casa-SanchezecompanyMission Cultural Center, the tongest-
operating-tamate-and-tortitatactoryforemost art and cultural center for Latinos in San Francisco. The

Mission Cultural Center is significant for its association with the social and ethnic history of the

Mission District as a predominately Latino enclave, along with the development of Latino arts in San

Francisco in association with California’s Latino cultural center movement of the 1970s. Casa-Sanchez

(c) The particular features that shall be preserved, or replaced in-kind as determined
necessary, are those generally shown in photographs and described in the Landmark
Designation Fact Sheet, which can be found in Planning Department Record Case
No. , and which are incorporated in this designation by reference as though fully set
forth. Specifically, the following exterior features shall be preserved or replaced in kind:

(1) All exterior elevations, form, massing, structure, rooflines, architectural ornament,

and materials of 22728 24th2868 Mission Street identified as:

Historic Preservation Commission
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS Page 4
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Section 4. Effective Date.

This ordinance shall become effective 30 days after enactment. Enactment occurs
when the Mayor signs the ordinance, the Mayor returns the ordinance unsigned or does not
sign the ordinance within ten days of receiving it, or the Board of Supervisors overrides the

Mayor’s veto of the ordinance.

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
DENNIS J. HERRERA, City Attorney

By:

VICTORIA WONG

Historic Preservation Commission
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS Page 5
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Deputy City Attorney

Historic Preservation Commission
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. 49 South Van Ness Avenue, Suite 1400
San Francisco San Francisco, CA 94103

628.652.7600
www.sfplanning.org

LANDMARK RESOLUTION
DRAFT RESOLUTION NO. XXX

DECEMBER 16,2020
Project Address: 2868 Mission Street (Mission Cultural Center)
Zoning: NCT MISSION STREET NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL TRANSIT
45-X,80-B Height and Bulk District
Block/Lot: 6516/007
Project Sponsor: Planning Department

49 South Van Ness Avenue, Suite 1400
San Francisco, CA 94103

Property Owner: City and County of San Francisco - SF Arts Commission
25 Van Ness Avenue, Suite 400
San Francisco, CA 94102

Staff Contact: Moses Corrette 628-652-7356
moses.corrette@sfgov.org

RESOLUTION TO INITIATE DESIGNATION OF 2868 MISSION STREET (AKA MISSION CULTURAL CENTER),
ASSESSOR’S PARCEL BLOCK NO. 6516, LOT NO. 007, AS A LANDMARK PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 10 OF THE
PLANNING CODE.

Preamble

WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission, at its regularly scheduled meeting of August 17,2016, added
2868 Mission Street (aka Mission Cultural Center), Assessor’s Parcel Block No. 6516, Lot No. 007, to the Landmark
Designation Work Program.

WHEREAS, Department Staff Moses Corrette and Marcelle Boudreaux, who meet the Secretary of Interior’s
Professional Qualification Standards, prepared the Landmark Designation Executive Summary for 2868 Mission
Street and reviewed the draft 2868 Mission Street National Register nomination, prepared by consultants Jonathan
Lammers and Desiree Aranda on behalf of SF Heritage, for accuracy and conformance with the purposes and
standards of Article 10.

PXFEEE Para informacién en Espafiol llamar al Para sa impormasyon sa Tagalog tumawagsa  628.652.7550



Draft Resolution No. XXXX RECORD NO 2020-009614DES
December 16,2020 2868 Mission Street (Mission Cultural Center)

WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission, at its regular meeting of December 16, 2020, reviewed
Department staff’s analysis of 2868 Mission Street’s historical significance per Article 10 as part of the Landmark
Designation Case Report dated December 16, 2020.

WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission finds that 2868 Mission Street nomination isin the form
prescribed by the Historic Preservation Commission and contains supporting historic, architectural, and/or
cultural documentation.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby initiates designation of 2868
Mission Street (aka Mission Cultural Center), Assessor’s Parcel Block No. 6516, Lot No. 007, as a Landmark
pursuant to Article 10 of the Planning Code.

| hereby certify that the Historic Preservation Commission ADOPTED the foregoing Resolution on December 16,
2020.

Jonas P. lonin
Commission Secretary

AYES:

NAYS:

ABSENT:

ADOPTED: December 16, 2020

San Francisco



Draft Resolution No. XXXX RECORD NO 2020-009614DES
December 16,2020 2868 Mission Street (Mission Cultural Center)

San Francisco
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NPS Form 10-900 OMB No.
1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in National Register Bulletin,
How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter
"N/A" for "not applicable.” For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories
from the instructions.

1. Name of Property DRAFT
Historic name: __ Mission Cultural Center
Other names/site number: Mission Cultural Center for Latino Arts; Centro Cultural de la Misién
Name of related multiple property listing:

Latinos in Twentieth Century California
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing

2. Location

Street & number: __2868 Mission Street

City or town: _San Francisco____ State: __California County: __San Francisco
Not For Publication: Vicinity:

3. State/Federal Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

I hereby certify that this ___ nomination ___ request for determination of eligibility meets
the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property _ meets ___ does not meet the National Register Criteria. |
recommend that this property be considered significant at the following
level(s) of significance:

___national ___statewide ___local
Applicable National Register Criteria:
__A __B _C _D
Signature of certifying official/Title: Date

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

In my opinion, the property __ meets ___ does not meet the National Register

criteria.
Signature of commenting official: Date
Title : State or Federal agency/bureau

or Tribal Government




United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018

Mission Cultural Center

Name of Property

San Francisco, California

County and State

4. National Park Service Certification

I hereby certify that this property is:

___entered in the National Register

___determined eligible for the National Register
__determined not eligible for the National Register
___removed from the National Register

___other (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper

Date of Action

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply.)
Private:

Public — Local X

Public — State

Public — Federal

Category of Property
(Check only one box.)

Building(s) X

District

Site

Structure

Object

Sections 1-6 page 2



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018
Mission Cultural Center San Francisco, California
Name of Property County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 buildings
sites
structures
objects
0 0 Total
Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register 0

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions.)
RECREATION AND CULTURE: theater
RECREATION AND CULTURE: museum
RECREATION AND CULTURE: music facility
RECREATION AND CULTURE: work of art

Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions.)
RECREATION AND CULTURE: theater
RECREATION AND CULTURE: museum
RECREATION AND CULTURE: music facility
RECREATION AND CULTURE: work of art

Sections 1-6 page 3
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Name of Property County and State

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)
OTHER: Commercial Block

Materials: (enter categories from instructions.)
Principal exterior materials of the property: CONCRETE, STUCCO

Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property. Describe
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style,
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has
historic integrity.)

Summary Paragraph

Mission Cultural Center (later Mission Cultural Center for Latino Arts) is located in the Mission
District, a large and diverse neighborhood in the east-central portion of San Francisco. The
building was constructed in 1947 as a furniture store and converted into the Mission Cultural
Center (MCC) in 1977. The building is a predominately two- and three-story, reinforced concrete
building with a partial fourth floor. It is L-shaped in plan and has a flat roof with skylights. The
primary facade faces Mission Street while the larger rear (west) facade faces Osage Alley. The
Mission Street facade features three structural bays. The building’s fenestration is concentrated
at the center of the ground floor, crowned with a neon marquee reading “Mission Cultural
Center.” This is flanked on either side by the primary entrances. The building is predominately
clad with concrete and stucco. The upper portion of the primary and east facades features a large
and significant mural depicting Latino cultural themes. Significant interior and exterior
alterations were made during a major renovation from 1984 to 1987, during which the MCC
operated from temporary quarters several blocks away on Harrison Street. More modest
modifications were made to the building in 1992 and 2015. The building is in good condition and
retains all aspects of integrity.

Section 7 page 4
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NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018
Mission Cultural Center San Francisco, California
Name of Property County and State

Narrative Description

The primary fagcade faces Mission Street, which acts as the spine of a busy commercial, mixed
use, and pedestrian corridor (Photo 1). One of two entrances to the Bay Area Rapid Transit
(BART) 24" Street station is located at the north end of the block, and Mission Street is served
by several trolley bus lines. Nearby buildings are one- to three-stories in height, and most were
built during the late nineteenth or early twentieth century (Photos 2, 3). Surrounding businesses
include restaurants, bakeries, coffee shops, tienditas (small shops), and retail stores that cater to a
largely, although not exclusively, Latino clientele. The MCC is adjacent to the Calle 24
(veinticuatro) Latino Cultural District, a special use zoning district designated by the San
Francisco Board of Supervisors in 2017. The district has as its axis the commercial corridor
running along lower 24 Street from approximately Mission Street west to Potrero Avenue.

Exterior

The building is L-shaped in plan and divided into two principal wings: the primary (east) wing
fronting Mission Street, and a larger perpendicular wing at the rear fronting Osage Alley. The
primary facade is clad with smooth stucco at the base and a grid of scored stucco above. It
includes three structural bays at the ground floor. The center bay is fenestrated at the sidewalk
with fixed, plate glass aluminum-sash windows in a grid pattern. This window system is fronted
by metal seismic bracing in an M-shape and flanked by the two primary entrances to the building
(Photo 4). These entrances consist of fully glazed aluminum double doors with transoms located
in angled vestibules.

Each of these entrances is flanked by another set of flush metal double doors featuring an image
of a young Aztec jaguar (Photo 5). This logo was designed by Alfonso Maciel, the first director
of the center’s Mission Grafica department, and “represented anti-establishment art and the spirit
of resistance of the center.”? Above the northern door is a dimensional letter sign reading
“Welcome Bienvenidos.” Flanking these doors at the outer edge of the ground floor are fixed
display windows. A field of orange tiles surrounds the entrances, while the Mission Street
sidewalk features bands of purple and pink tile accents which continue for blocks in either
direction.

Spirit of the Arts Mural

The ground floor is crowned with a marquee consisting of metal framework supporting red-
painted aluminum letters with neon lighting which spell “Mission Cultural Center.” The top of
the marquee includes spotlights to illuminate the mural above. The mural, Spirit of the Arts, is
the building’s most significant exterior character-defining feature. Painted in 1982 by Carlos
Loarca, Manuel Villamor and Betsie Miller-Kusz, the mural covers the entire upper Mission
Street facade and partially wraps the secondary (east) facade (Photo 6). It features Central
American motifs blended with allegorical images of activities that are typical within the MCC,

! Mission Cultural Center for Latino Arts Multimedia Department, The Founders: 35" Anniversary Video, 2013,
retrieved May 23, 2016 from
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eCw8hJ GD6w&feature=youtu.be&list=UU3M5BbcTRyDeXFpTADd6{zQ.
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such as dancing and playing drums. The dancers also include skeletons in homage to Dia de los
Muertos (Day of the Dead). As described by the San Francisco Arts Commission, “the mural was
inspired by Incan, Mayan, and Aztec symbolism and was intended to celebrate the many arts
presented within the Center, which has been a vital cultural resource for the community for
generations.”?

The rear wing of the building fronts Osage Alley. On the south facade the rear wing is clad with
board-formed concrete painted with a large mural by an artist, or artists, unknown. (Photo 7).
This facade is unfenestrated. The west facade of the rear wing is clad with smooth stucco. It
includes three multi-light industrial steel sash windows at the south end, with two smaller
window openings below screened by security bars (Photo 8). At the north end is a freight
entrance fronted by a roll-up metal door. Above are four window openings, including multi-light
steel sash windows, and sliding aluminum windows (Photo 9). The north facade of the rear wing
in unfenestrated and clad with board-formed concrete.

Interior: First Floor

Lobby

Spanning 12,698 square feet, the first floor contains the lobby, a box office ticketing area, and a
150-seat theater. The lobby is approximately 50” x 19 with tile flooring and exposed piping
suspended from the ceiling. Partially glazed metal doors located at the north and south ends
provided access to stairs to the second floor. A small box office area for the theater is located at
the north end. A mural covers part of the walls adjacent to and above the box office. (Photo 10).
Adjacent to the box office is a vestibule with an elevator landing, as well as a partially glazed
metal door accessing an interior hallway to the restrooms (Photo 11). The main entrance to the
theater is located at the south end of the lobby. It is surrounded by a mural and includes three
tiled steps leading to a vestibule with partially glazed metal double doors (Photo 12). Within the
vestibule, another door on the north wall provides access to the theater’s audio-visual control
booth.

Theater

The theater is approximately 47’ x 46’ and features stadium seating with portable chairs, and
concrete flooring (Photos 13-14). The stage has masonite surfacing, and various lighting and
audio-visual equipment are suspended from the ceiling. Two dressing rooms and one restroom
with a shower are located backstage. Performances, workshops, and events are held in the theater
and in the lobby on the first floor.

The remainder of the first floor includes bathrooms featuring tiled floors and walls toward the
northeast end. This area also includes storage areas, the office of the building manager, and a
freight elevator.

2 San Francisco Arts Commission, “Mission Cultural Center for Latino Arts Mural Restoration.” Retrieved July 28,
2020 from https://www.sfartscommission.org/calendar/mission-cultural-center-latino-arts-mural-restoration.
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Interior: Second Floor

The second floor spans 12,674 square feet and houses the center’s administrative offices, two art
galleries, a reception area, and a café. Three offices are located along the eastern edge of the
second floor. The Galeria Museo (3,231 square feet) is located at the center of the second floor
and is accessed by metal stairs from the lobby (Photo 15). Galeria Museo features hardwood
flooring, white walls, and track lighting. A set of eight square columns divide the gallery
approximately into thirds (Photo 16). A partition suspended on metal struts runs along the
northern edge of the gallery.

Adjacent and east of the gallery is Café de la Muerte, a reception area that includes a bar,
refrigerator, and an area for tables and chairs. The Inty-Raymi Gallery (1,469 square feet) is
located immediately adjacent to the café. Like Galeria Museo, it features hardwood flooring,
white walls, and track lighting (Photo 17). One wall includes a set of multi-media stations.
Another set of offices and a reception area are located in the northwest portion of the second
floor. These are accessed through a door located off the southwest end of the café area.

Interior: Third Floor

At 12,674 square feet, the third floor of the center contains six studios where classes and
workshops are held. All of these studios typically include fluorescent lighting and exposed
piping and ventilation equipment at the ceiling.

Studio A (24’ x 26°) is located in the southeast corner facing Mission Street. It has a capacity of
twenty-five persons and features hardwood flooring, high ceilings, a wall covered with a full-
length mirror, and a skylight (Photo 18).

Studio B (42’ x50’) is located in the central portion of the second floor and is the largest of all
the studios with a capacity of eighty persons. It features two walls covered with full length
mirrors, a skylight, hardwood flooring, high ceilings with exposed ventilation equipment, and
two changing rooms (Photo 19).

Studio C (17’ x16’) is located at the northeast corner of the second floor facing Mission Street.
This small space is typically used for music classes and has a capacity of twenty persons. The
floor is carpeted and one wall is clad with acoustical tiles (Photo 20).

Studio D (41’ x 31”) is located in the southwest corner of the third floor adjacent to Osage Alley.
It is primarily used for art classes and can accommodate forty-five persons. The center of the
room is double-height and includes a skylight and track lighting. The east and west sides of the
studio have low ceilings, and the area on the north end runs beneath a loft area with balustrade
that marks a fourth-floor area used for Mission Grafica (Photo 21).

Studio E (20° x 35) is located in the northwest portion of the third floor adjacent to Osage Alley.

It is dance studio used for salsa, flamenco, or tap dance classes. It has a low ceiling, three large
windows, dance bars, and one wall covered by a full-length mirror (Photo 22).
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At the far northwest corner of the third floor is the textile studio. It includes silkscreen
equipment, worktables, and storage areas for dyes (Photo 23).

Interior: Fourth Floor

The small fourth floor runs along the west end of the building facing Osage Alley and
encompasses 5,577 square feet. It is used primarily by the Mission Gréafica Studio. The main part
of the studio is located in the southwest corner. It features wood flooring and includes presses,
worktables, drying racks, and filing cabinets for printing equipment (Photo 24). A small lobby
separates the Mission Gréafica Studio from the Printing Room. Immediately east of the lobby is a
photography dark room. North of the lobby is the Printing Room at the northwest corner of the
fourth floor. The Printing Room features wood floors, worktables, storage lockers for printing
equipment, and drying racks (Photo 25).

Construction History

The building was constructed in 1947 during a partial demolition and remodeling of Shaff’s
furniture store. At that time, all but the foundation and side walls of the existing one-story
building were demolished to make way for a new three-story reinforced concrete building with
steel columns (Figure 8). Sanborn maps indicate the front of the building was three-story plus
mezzanine used for furniture sales, while the rear section along Osage Alley was three stories
and used for furniture repair. When the building was first used as the Mission Cultural Center in
1977, staff and volunteers made interior modifications almost immediately. In 1982, the 3,700-
square-foot mural, Spirit of the Arts, was painted on the upper fagade by Carlos Loarca, Manuel
Villamor, and Betsie Miller-Kusz. This mural was restored by Loarca and Miller-Kusz in 2017.

The building underwent a major renovation from October 1984 through January 1987. Rosekrans
and Droder, Inc. Architects designed a new storefront and interior. The remodel resulted in
partial demolition of floors, interior walls, as well as seismic repairs and the installation of a new
roof and mechanical systems. The mezzanine on the second floor was infilled to create additional
gallery space. The original 1947 storefront was removed and redesigned. The interior was
completely remodeled in order to fit the needs of the cultural center, including a new lobby,
theater box office, and theater on the first floor. Modifications were made to the electrical system
and new stairs, walls, partitions, doors, and finishes were added throughout the building.

In 1992, the existing wood and plaster fagade canopy facing Mission Street was replaced by a
marquee consisting of metal framework supporting aluminum letters with neon lighting that
reads “Mission Cultural Center.”

Other, less significant alterations have been made to the building since 1992. Accessibility
upgrades were completed in 2005, including new theater exit doors and an improved theater area
with accessible ramp stage. Energy efficiency upgrades consisting of new lighting, heating and
ventilation systems, electronic building systems, and rooftop heating and ventilating units were
made in 2011. In 2013, the built-up roof was torn off and a new single-ply roof installed. Roof
drains were removed and replaced. In 2015, the San Francisco Mayor’s Office of Disability
funded Americans with Disabilities Act accessibility upgrades on the first, third, and fourth
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floors of the center. Upgrades consisted of barrier removal and alterations to the building
entrance, toilet facilities, second floor gallery access, and interior doors. A wheelchair lift on the
third floor to the mezzanine was added. Water efficiency upgrades to faucets, showers, and
toilets were also made in 2015.

Integrity
The Latinos in Twentieth Century California Multiple Property Documentation Form provides
specific guidance regarding the assessment of integrity for Latino cultural centers:

Cultural centers should retain sufficient integrity to evoke their original use and
character from the period of significance. The historic location, setting, feeling, and
association must be strongly present in the evaluation of integrity. Buildings may be
modest in terms of workmanship and materials depending on their architectural style
and original level of design detail. Limited materials replacement or alterations may
have occurred. Primary interior spaces, especially exhibition and performance spaces,
should remain intact.’

Location: The property retains integrity of location as it has never been moved.

Design: The property retains sufficient integrity of design. While the storefront that existed
during the period of significance has been altered with seismic bracing and a new storefront
system, the basic historic configuration of a glazed ground floor with a stucco wall above
remains intact. Likewise, the massing of the exterior is almost entirely unchanged. Importantly,
the building retains the 1982 Spirit of the Arts mural, which is arguably its most prominent
exterior character-defining feature. The interior was altered by life/safety renovations that took
place 1984-1987. These renovations did not change the overall interior configuration. The theater
remains on the first floor in essentially its original location. Galeria Museo remains on the
second floor, and classroom and studio spaces remain on the upper floors. The fourth-floor space
for Mission Gréfica, a highly significant graphic arts studio, remains largely unaltered. The most
prominent interior alteration was bridging the open mezzanine space to expand Galeria Museo.
The essential layout of the building has been retained.

Setting: The property retains integrity of setting. The building continues to be located in the
midst of a busy and predominately Latino commercial corridor. Nearly all of the buildings
located on the 2800 block of Mission Street that were in place at the time the Mission Cultural
Center was opened remain extant.

Materials: The property retains integrity of materials. The exterior of the building retains its
concrete and scored stucco materials. Historic photos indicate the interior featured wood flooring
(carpeted in places), and concrete walls. They remain the predominate interior materials,
although drywall partitions have been added in some areas.

3 National Register of Historic Places, Latinos in Twentieth Century California, Multiple Counties, California,
National Register #64501239, Amended 2020, Section F, Pages 163-164.
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Workmanship: The property retains integrity of workmanship. The single most important
character-defining feature of the building is the exterior Spirt of the Arts mural, installed in 1982.
The mural was restored by the original artists in 2017. Likewise, stylized graphics present on the
exterior during the period of significance were recreated following later alterations. The only
other notable exterior evidence of workmanship is the scored stucco on the primary fagade,
which remains intact.

Feeling: The property retains integrity of feeling. The retention of essential features and spaces,
such as the murals, graphic decorations, theater, studio spaces and graphics workshop, all
combine to convey the building’s historic character as a neighborhood cultural center with an
overtly Latino focus.

Association: The property retains integrity of association. It continues to function exactly as it
did during the period of significance: as a neighborhood cultural center focused on supporting
and promoting the full spectrum of Latino arts, including visual and graphic arts, music, theater
and dance, writing and poetry, and cultural festivals.
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register
listing.)

X A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad patterns of our history.

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values,
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or
history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark “x’ in all the boxes that apply.)

A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes

B. Removed from its original location

C. A birthplace or grave

D. A cemetery

E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure

F. A commemorative property

X G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years
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Name of Property

Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions.)
SOCIAL HISTORY

ART

PERFORMING ARTS

ETHNIC HERITAGE: Hispanic

Period of Significance
1977-1984

Significant Dates
1977

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)
N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder

Unknown

Loarca, Carlos, Muralist

Villamor, Manuel, Muralist

Miller-Kusz, Betsie, Muralist

Rosekrans & Droder, Inc., Architects (1984-1987 renovations)

San Francisco, California
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes
level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any
applicable criteria considerations.)

Mission Cultural Center is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places at the
local level of significance under Criterion A in the areas of Social History, Art, Performing Arts,
and Ethnic Heritage: Hispanic for its association with the social and ethnic history of the Mission
District as a predominately Latino enclave, along with the development of Latino arts in San
Francisco in association with California’s Latino cultural center movement of the 1970s. The
building meets the Latinos In Twentieth Century California Multiple Property Submission
registration requirements for Cultural Centers in association with the historic context Making a
Life: Latinos in the Arts. The 1977 to 1984 period of significance begins with the year the
cultural center opened. The end date reflects two critical events in the cultural center’s history. In
1984, the San Francisco Arts Commission transferred all programming responsibilities to the
centers and moved staff from the civil service to nonprofit payroll. That same year, extensive
interior renovations began, and the center was forced to relocate to temporary quarters. For its
exceptional importance as the foremost art and cultural center for Latinos in San Francisco,
Mission Cultural Center has the exceptional significance to satisfy Criteria Consideration G:
Properties That Have Achieved Significance Within the Past Fifty Years.

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of
significance.)

Created during a period of rich cultural development and ardent social and political activism,
Mission Cultural Center was a product of direct community action supported by an influx of
government arts funding. It sprang from contributions by local Latino artists, arts collectives,
poets, dancers, musicians, writers, and other community members. Throughout its history, the
MCC has made fundamental contributions to the field of Latino arts and culture in San Francisco
and beyond, producing arts and cultural programming for local, national, and international
audiences. In recognition of its Latino focus, the center was renamed the Mission Cultural Center
for Latino Arts (MCCLA) in 1995.

Criterion A: Social History, Art, Performing Arts, and Ethnic Heritage: Hispanic

Mission Cultural Center is associated with the history of Latinos and Latino arts in San
Francisco. Its origins reflect a confluence of influences associated with Latino/Chicano culture in
the city. Most of all, its creation is intrinsically tied to the ascendancy of the Mission District as
the city’s most concentrated Latino enclave during a vital period of political, social, and artistic
foment. In this sense, the building serves as a physical manifestation of the Latino experience in
San Francisco.

The property was first identified as a significant Latino institution by California’s 1988 statewide
survey published as, Five Views: An Ethnic Historic Site Survey for California. That publication
identified the Centro Cultural de la Misién (Mission Cultural Center) as one of the ninety-nine
most significant properties associated with Mexican American history in California. The Latinos
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in Twentieth Century California National Register Multiple Property Documentation Form
(MPDF) explicitly identifies Mission Cultural Center as a significant location in twentieth
century Latino history.

The MPDF offers specific guidance for evaluating cultural centers under Criterion A:

Cultural centers may qualify for listing in the National Register under Criterion A at
the local level. They arose primarily during the 1970s when Latinos began to reclaim
their cultural history. Larger cultural centers could be multidisciplinary venues that
offered educational programs for the community as well as exhibition and
performance space for visual artists, musicians, dancers, poets, playwrights, etc.... To
be eligible under Criterion A, cultural centers must be associated with significant
Latino artist collectives or prominent Latino arts organizations. They must have
played an important role in the creation and/or dissemination of Latino art in the
twentieth century. It is not necessary for the collective or organization to have
constructed the building, only to have occupied it during the period in which they
gained significance.*

The following historic context includes extensive research to demonstrate that Mission Cultural
Center is of exceptional importance in the development of Latino art and culture in San
Francisco, sufficient to satisfy Criteria Consideration G.

Context: The Mission District as a Center of Latino Culture

The following section provides historic context for the evolution of the Mission District as a
predominately Latino neighborhood, and how a variety of forces all contributed to the creation of
the Mission Cultural Center. This information is drawn primarily from the draft Nuestra
Historia: San Francisco Latino Historic Context Statement.® That work includes a broad
overview of Latino history in San Francisco, accompanied by thematic sections which focus on
important subtopics such as political and social organizations, business and commerce, the arts,
religion, and cultural festivals.

In the nineteenth century, San Francisco’s small Latino population was largely concentrated in
the North Beach area in proximity to Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, established in 1875. After
the 1906 Earthquake and Fire, many Latinos migrated to the South of Market (SOMA) area,
where they lived in proximity to the area’s coffee plants, fruit importers, canneries, and other
industrial employers.®

4 National Register of Historic Places, Latinos in Twentieth Century California, Multiple Counties, California,
National Register #64501239, Amended 2020, Section F, Page 163.

5 Jonathan Lammers and Carlos Cordova, Nuestra Historia: San Francisco Latino Historic Context Statement, A
project of the San Francisco Latino Historical Society, San Francisco Heritage, and the San Francisco Historic
Preservation Fund Committee, Draft version: June 2018.

& Ocean Howell, Making the Mission Planning and Ethnicity in San Francisco (Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 2015), 126.
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In the wake of the Mexican Revolution, hundreds of thousands of Mexicans migrated north to
California. While most established themselves in Southern California, San Francisco’s Latino
population also rose substantially. Some studies suggest that many Latinos living in SOMA
relocated to the Mission District during the early 1930s, when portions of Rincon Hill were
condemned for construction of approaches to the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge. It is also
likely that natural synergies, which had long connected the Mission District and SOMA—
including a number of major streetcar lines—were also at play. In particular, the Mission had
long been viewed as a more family-oriented suburb of SOMA and had a large stock of aging
Victorian-era buildings where rents were within reach of the working class.

Regardless of the exact causative factors, scholarship by Ocean Howell in his book, Making the
Mission, demonstrates that during the early 1930s there was a rapid increase in the number of
Latinos—most of them Mexicans—moving into the Mission District. In part, this could be traced
through the increasing number of Spanish-language churches, often located in storefronts. By
1942, there were at least seven Spanish-language churches in the Mission, and in 1946, a priest
of St. Peter’s Church counted twelve different storefront churches in the neighborhood. As
described by Howell, “these figures are all higher than existing studies would lead one to expect
for the 1930s and 1940s.”’

The city’s Latino population rose dramatically at mid-century. By 1950, the Central American
immigrant population of San Francisco had reached 6,855 (5.6 percent of the city’s foreign born
population), outnumbering the city’s 5,600 Mexican-born residents (4.6 percent) for the first
time.8 The primary impetus for this ethnic shift was a combination of political instability in
Central America, combined with growing family and social settlement networks that made it
easier for Latino migrants to establish themselves in San Francisco. These figures do not include
native-born Latinos. The combined population of over 10,000 immigrant Latinos represented a
substantial and growing percentage of San Francisco’s foreign-born population.

The Latino population of the Mission District grew dramatically after World War Il, as the
Mission’s established Irish, German, and Italian residents began to resettle in newly built homes
in the city’s western neighborhoods, freeing up additional space for Latinos to move in. This is
borne out by U.S. Census data, which shows that the foreign-born population of the Mission
declined between 1910 and 1950. After 1950, however, “the proportion of foreign-born in the
District rose to new heights: 22.0 percent in 1960, 33.5 percent in 1970, and 37.8 percent in
1980.”° By 1970, fully forty-five percent of the Mission District’s population was Latino.

The 1959 edition of Around the World in San Francisco shows the Mission District was already
home to a variety of Latino organizations. These included the Sociedad Mutualista Mexicana
Chapultepec at 3249 Mission Street, later home to the Puerto Rican Club; Centro Mexicana at
3378 24" Street, and the Centro Cultural Hispano Americano at 1926 Folsom Street.

7 1bid.

8 Brian Godfrey, “Ethnic Identities and Ethnic Enclaves: The Morphogenesis of San Francisco’s Hispanic Barrio,”
Yearbook. Conference of Latin Americanist Geographers, Vol. 11 (1985), 45-53.

® 1bid., 49.
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By the mid-1960s, portions of the Mission had evolved into an “oasis of pan-Latino food, art,
and culture apart from the rest of the city.”® The growing recognition of the Mission District as
a Latino enclave likewise influenced the installation of a statue of Mexican revolutionary Miguel
Guadalupe Hidalgo in Dolores Park in 1962, followed by the installation of a replica of the
Mexican Liberty Bell in the park in 1966. The increasing concentration of Mexicans and Central
Americans in the Mission likewise lured older Latino businesses, as well as new entrepreneurs,
leading to the formation of robust Latino commercial districts along Mission Street, 16" Street,
and 24" Street that still exist.

Political Organizing

The growing numbers of Latinos in San Francisco and California as a whole encouraged the
development of a number of key political and social organizations. One of the oldest was the
Community Service Organization (CSO), founded in Los Angeles in 1947 as a civil rights
organization serving Mexican Americans. The group engaged in a wide range of activities
including citizenship classes, voter registration drives, lawsuits, and various legislative efforts. It
also served as training ground for a number of Latino leaders, including César Chavez and
Dolores Huerta.

The CSO also trained Herman Gallegos, who in 1965 co-founded the Organization for Business,
Education, and Community Advancement (OBECA) in San Francisco. OBECA was geared to
meet the basic needs of local Latino residents through improved employment opportunities,
healthcare, and housing. In 1967, the organization changed its name to Arriba Juntos, and has
continued to be a cornerstone of the San Francisco Latino community.

Another formative organization headquartered in the Mission District was the Centro Social
Obrero (CSO), founded in 1959 with a goal of ensuring adequate training and access to
employment for Mexican and Central American construction workers. In 1961, CSO member
Abel Gonzalez founded a school offering Latino workers classes in English, citizenship, and
employment skills. In time this grew into the Mission Vocational School, which remains extant.
As the 1960s wore on, the Centro Social Obrero became increasingly vocal in their demands for
employing Latinos at job sites.

One of the key issues that helped drive the political development of San Francisco’s Latino
community—especially in and around the Mission—was redevelopment. In 1965, the San
Francisco Redevelopment Agency (SFRA) established the Mission District Renewal
Commission. Having witnessed the devastation wrought by urban renewal policies in the
Western Addition/Fillmore, Mission District activists were resolved to avoid a similar fate.

In 1966, a diverse coalition of homeowners, clergy, union members and political organizations—
including Latino activists—founded the Mission Council on Redevelopment (MCOR). While the

10 Cary Cordova, The Heart of the Mission: Latino Art and Identity in San Francisco, Doctoral Dissertation
(University of Texas at Austin: 2005).
11 Godfrey, 45-53.
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group was not opposed to all redevelopment efforts, it sought to ensure that any plans met with
neighborhood approval. MCOR was able to mobilize considerable pressure on City Hall, such

that in 1967 the Board of Supervisors shelved the Inner Mission Redevelopment Plan. Having

achieved its goal, MCOR disbanded.

Systemic problems remained in the Mission District, leading to the formation of new
organizations focused on community improvement. The most important of these was the Mission
Coalition Organization (MCO), which grew from the ashes of MCOR and quickly became one of
the most successful citizen organizations in the country. Like its predecessor, the MCO
represented a broad array of community organizations. A significant amount of its support was
drawn from Latino organizations, including OBECA and the Centro Social Obrero, as well as the
Mexican American Political Association (MAPA) and the League of Latin American Citizens
(LULAC). The MCO was led by Ben Martinez, a nephew of OBECA’s Herman Gallegos.

In 1970, the MCO was given charge of San Francisco’s Model Cities Program, an anti-poverty
program created as part of President Lyndon B. Johnson’s War on Poverty. This provided a
tremendous boost in political clout, as well as the responsibility for disbursing federal monies.
As part of its organizational structure, the MCO created a steering committee that included
Mexicans, Nicaraguans, Salvadorans, African Americans, Anglo Americans, Filipinos,
businessmen, senior citizens, block clubs, and youths. As described by Toméas F. Summers
Sandoval, Jr. in Latinos at the Golden Gate, “In an era when Mexican Americans throughout the
Southwest were engaging in political action under the banner of Mexican cultural nationalism (or
chicanismo), the MCO provided a unique example of a predominantly Latin American
community uniting as a multiracial and multiethnic coalition.”*?

Although the MCO disbanded in 1973, it brought to the neighborhood a series of improvements
as well as a constellation of neighborhood organizations and social agencies that helped
transform the Mission District. As described by Sandoval, “In the early seventies, when the
formal organization began to decline, the Mission was a far more cohesive community than it
had been before, and Latinos’ sense of collective identity had been fundamentally reshaped.”3

While the efforts of the MCO represented a significant leap forward in Latino political power,
the MCO’s measured brand of organizing was met with degrees of disdain by some youths who
felt that the time had arrived for revolutionary engagement. Amid demonstrations for civil rights
and agitation against the Vietham War, many youths increasingly sought out avenues for direct
action. This was also the era of the Chicano Movement, or EI Movimento, which heralded a rise
of Mexican American consciousness expressed through a variety of means, including political
protests and organizing, art, music, and literature. Students were often at the forefront of the
movement.

12 Tomas F. Summers Sandoval, Jr., Latinos at the Golden Gate (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press,
2013), 146.
13 1bid., 120.
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In San Francisco, one of the flashpoints of the student movement was the 1968 student and
faculty strike at San Francisco State College (later San Francisco State University). The strike
grew from a series of student protests led by the Black Student Union and the Third World
Liberation Front, which embraced a new pan-ethnic ideology embracing marginalized Third
World groups.* In time, the faculty joined the students in leading strikes. After months of
protests and multiple arrests, an agreement was reached to establish various ethnic studies
programs representing Third World peoples. This led to founding of the nation’s first School of
Ethnic Studies in 1969.%° The department included degree programs in Black Studies, Asian
American Studies, American Indian Studies, and Mexican American Studies—which changed its
name to La Raza Studies in 1971. Soon after, faculty and students in La Raza Studies launched
El Tecolote newspaper.

Neighborhood Arts

Amid this flurry of political activism, Latino art and culture flourished. In March 1967,
Supervisor Jack Morrison introduced a resolution backed by the Neighborhood Arts Alliance that
enabled the San Francisco Art Commission to provide support to colleges and neighborhood
groups through the Neighborhood Arts Program (NAP). It included a central listing of public
facilities available for cultural programming, and “modest subsidies” to meet expenses.® The
first year’s budget for the Neighborhood Arts Program was $75,000, and by 1973, the program
had disbursed some $1.3 million which included funds drawn from the city, the city’s hotel tax,
the Zellerbach Family Fund, the National Endowment of the Arts, and other sources.’

Having a stable funding source was instrumental in promoting various cultural events across the
city, as well as fostering neighborhood arts programming. This included funding for two of the
Mission District’s seminal arts groups, Casa Hispana de Belles Arts (Casa Hispana) and Galeria
de la Raza. Casa Hispana was founded in 1966 to promote the vibrancy of Hispanic culture.
Although in several respects Casa Hispana was more conservative than many of the arts
organizations which followed, the organization is distinguished by the sheer variety of programs
it organized.

Motivated by an interest in Spanish-language theater, the collective quickly grew
to advocate for art in various forms from all parts of Latin America and Spain,
including music, dance, visual art, poetry, and drama. Casa Hispana launched a
Latino Youth Arts Workshop, a bilingual publishing collective (Casa Editorial),
and multiple “Hispanic festivals, including the first public celebration of Dia de
los Muertos in San Francisco. And as the seed organization for the widely

14 Tim Kelley Consulting, et. al., African American Citywide Historic Context Statement, Final Draft: January 2016,
136.

15 Summers Sandoval, Jr., 168.

16 “Neighborhood Arts Program,” San Francisco Chronicle, March 1, 1967, 44.

17 “Dividing S.F.’s Arts Money,” San Francisco Chronicle, July 31, 1973, 4.
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influential Galeria de la Raza, Casa Hispana played a critical role in the
establishment of Chicano and Latino arts in the Bay Area.”!8

By 1971, Casa Hispana’s varied programs coalesced into the month-long Mission Arts Festival,
which featured dancing, concerts, and the Arte del Barrio (Neighborhood Art) exhibition. The
festival closed with the first public celebrations of Dia de Las Animas (All Saints Day) and Dia
de los Muertos (Day of the Dead).*® In many ways, this was a peak year for Casa Hispana.
While the organization continued to host popular cultural events through the mid-1970s, many
visual artists associated with Casa Hispana were increasingly identified with arts groups
featuring a stronger Chicano focus, including the Artes 6 gallery and Galeria de la Raza.?® The
latter, founded in 1970, emerged as a potent influence on the community mural movement.

The earliest community murals in San Francisco were all completed around 1970 and included
works by both Latinos and non-Latinos across the city. Within a short time, the locus of mural
activity in San Francisco shifted to the Mission District, aided in no small part by the creation of
Galeria de la Raza. The mural movement in the Mission District, sometimes called Mission
Muralismo, was unique among U.S. Latino mural movements in that it was pan-Latino in nature,
comprised of Latinos from the Caribbean, Central American, and South American in addition to
Mexicans/Chicanos.

The evolution of a pan-Latino artistic vision in San Francisco sprang from various threads
including the Chicano Movement, the Student Movement, and Third World ideology. With the
Mission District as its epicenter, La Raza visual art continued to evolve during the 1970s with
the formation of art collectives, including Las Mujeres Muralistas, a highly influential
cooperative of all-women artists which emerged in 1972. Another influential group was the
Precita Eyes Muralists Association, founded in 1977 by Susan and Luis Cervantes.

Over time, murals in the Mission increasingly focused on international themes that expressed
solidarity with Latin America. This included a large-scale mural project created by the PLACA
(Spanish for plaque or badge) Collective in 1984 on Balmy Alley, which served as a protest of
U.S. intervention in Central America, while also celebrating Central American cultures and
indigenous heritage. Other murals explored themes including environmental issues, the AIDS
epidemic, historical and religious figures, and undocumented migrations.

The growing artistic foment in San Francisco’s Latino community likewise coincided with a new
wave of musicians who fused a variety of influences into what was termed “Latin Rock.” Most
famed among the performers was Carlos Santana, who was born in Mexico and spent his teenage
years in the Mission District. His father was a mariachi who played at various venues, including
weekend dances at the Centro Social Obrero. During this period, the Mission District was home

18 Cary Cordova, The Heart of the Mission, Latino Art and Politics in San Francisco (Philadelphia: University of
Pennsylvania Press, 2017), 66-67.

19 Rudy Espinoza, “A Glow of Community Spirit Marks EIl Dia de la Raza,” San Francisco Chronicle Datebook,
October 31, 1971, 9.

20 Cordova, The Heart of the Mission, 67.
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to an emergent drumming scene inspired by Latin percussionists such as Mongo Santamaria.
Many drumming sessions took place at Dolores Park, across from Mission High School. This
influenced Mission High students to form bands, including Santana, as well as his
contemporaries in the band The Malibus (later renamed Malo). Following in the footsteps of
commercial success by Santana and Malo, other groups formed in the 1970s including Sapo and
Azteca. The latter was formed by brothers Coke and Pete Escovedo, and Escovedo’s daughter,
Sheila, later known as Sheila E.

The growth of the Latino community in the Mission District also gave rise to new public
celebrations, including Dia de los Muertos (Day of the Dead) and Carnaval. The first public
celebration of Dia de los Muertos in San Francisco was held in 1971, organized by Casa Hispana
de Belles Artes. Its popularity grew enormously later in the decade. Under the leadership of Rene
Yafiez during the late 1970s, Galeria de La Raza started a public candlelight procession and vigil
similar to those carried out in cemeteries in Mexico. The procession was also supported and
joined by other Chicano and Latino arts organizations, such as the Mission Cultural Center.

According to art historian Tomas Ybarra-Frausto, Latino artists of the civil rights generation
created “alternative spaces to create, nurture, and disseminate their cultural production.”?! Arts
organizations most often revolved around galleries, talleres (workshops), theaters, publishing
groups, and cultural centers.

In California, a number of Chicano/Latino cultural centers formed including the Centro Cultural
de la Raza in San Diego (1970), Plaza de la Raza in Los Angeles (1970), and La Pena Cultural
Center in Berkeley (1975). These community-based cultural centers, or centros culturales,
reflected a “holistic view of culture as inseparable from education, economic development,
personal growth, and social and political equity.”??

Origins of the Centro Cultural de la Misién/Mission Cultural Center

The creation of the MCC was a product of years of organizing within the Mission District
community, coupled with financial support provided by San Francisco’s Neighborhood Arts
Program. One of the organizations which sprang from the creation of the NAP was the Mission
Arts Alliance. While NAP support was welcomed by the Mission community, over time artists
and community members grew frustrated with the lack of adequate space to carry out and share
their work. Thus began efforts to create a neighborhood community center specifically for the
Mission District. As recalled in a 1976 article published in the Mission District’s El Tecolote
newspaper:

The struggle for a community cultural center dates back to 1967, when the
Mission Arts Council was conceived. Initially named the Mission Arts Alliance, it
became a cultural component of the Mission Coalition Organization in 1972. That

2L Tomas Yhbarra-Frausto, “A Panorama of Latino Arts,” in American Latinos and the Making of the United States: A
Theme Study (National Park System Advisory Board and American Latino Scholars Expert Panel: 2013), 148.
22 |bid., 149.
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same year, the Alliance proposed to the City that the Armory building at 14" and
Mission Streets be turned into a performing arts center for the Mission. 23

While that effort failed, renewed calls for neighborhood arts centers were sparke