
Legacy Business Registry
Executive Summary

HEARING DATE: September 16, 2020

Filing Date: August 19, 2020
Case No.: 2020-007535LBR
Business Name: Val de Cole Wine and Spirits
Business Address: 906 Cole Street
Zoning: Cole Valley NCD (Neighborhood Commercial District) Zoning District

40-X Height and Bulk District
Block/Lot: 1271/025
Applicant:  Behrooz Pejoohesh

906 Cole Street
Nominated By: Former Supervisor Vallie Brown
Located In: District 5
Staff Contact: Katherine Wilborn – 628-652-7355

Katherine.Wilborn@sfgov.org

Recommendation: Adopt a Resolution to Recommend Approval

Business Description
Val de Cole Wine and Spirits is a local alcoholic beverage retailer in the Cole Valley Neighborhood that
has been in operation since the 1930s. Although the original owner and opening date are unknown, the
business has been advertised in local newspapers since 1939. Extensive research is outside the scope
of this review, but the business and its location appear to be one of the oldest – if not the oldest – extant
wine and spirit stores in San Francisco.  Previously named “Cole Street Liquor,” the business has
continued to serve the community, with no apparent lapse in operation, throughout its long history,
despite six ownership changes and a rebranding in 1975 to “Val de Cole.” When then-owner Jacob
Malek-Zadeh bought Cole Street Liquor in 1975, he not only changed the name of the store, but is also
cited as having helped create the name Cole Valley for the neighborhood (which at the time was referred
to as Upper Haight).

The current owner, Behrooz Pejoohesh, moved to the Cole Valley neighborhood and began working at
Val de Cole in 1979. In 1992, Behrooz bought the business with an investor and in 2005 was able to buy
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out his investor to be the sole proprietor. Behrooz continues to work at Val de Cole every day and
ensures that the values, services, and quality that has defined Val de Cole for decades is preserved. Val
de Cole’s trademark is its dedication to curating a personalized experience for its local community, in
an inclusive and welcoming environment, at all price points. Val de Cole has been a constant source of
quality offerings across generations. Grandparents in the Cole Valley neighborhood can talk swinging
by the store before Forty-Niners games at Kezar Stadium. Parents can talk about how Val de Cole is one
of the few businesses left from their childhood. Young adults will talk about how Behrooz taught them
about wine, and hand-selected products for them based on their conversations. Celebrities may also
reminiscence about visiting Val de Cole, since several famous comedians that use to perform at The
Other Café (nonextant) often visited the store, including Steve Carrey, Danny Glover, and Robin
Williams, among others.  Val de Cole may be organized around selling wine and spirits, but the soul of
the store is the community it has helped foster and maintain throughout all these 81+ years.

The business is located in a Category A (Historic Resource Present) structure on the north side of
Divisadero Street between Carl Street and Parnassus Avenue in the Cole Valley neighborhood and is
within the Cole Valley NCD (Neighborhood Commercial District) Zoning District and a 40-X Height and
Bulk District.

Staff Analysis
REVIEW CRITERIA

1. When was business founded?

The business was founded in approx. 1930s (earliest recorded advertisement is 1939).

2. Does the business qualify for listing on the Legacy Business Registry? If so, how?

Yes. Val de Cole qualifies for listing on the Legacy Business Registry because it meets all of the
eligibility Criteria:

i. Val de Cole has operated continuously in San Francisco for at least 81 years.

ii. Val de Cole has contributed to the history and identity of the Cole Valley
neighborhood and San Francisco.

iii. Val de Cole is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that
define the organization.

3. Is the business associated with a culturally significant art/craft/cuisine/tradition?

Yes. The business is associated with curated fine wine, beer, spirits, and non-alcoholic
beverages, at all price points.

4. Is the business or its building associated with significant events, persons, and/or architecture?

Yes. The property is located within the California Register-eligible Cole Valley Historic District,
which was identified as a significant district under Criterion 1 (Events) and 3 (Architecture). The
property is also within the boundaries of an ongoing Neighborhood Commercial Corridors
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Historic Resources Survey and is cited in the LGBTQ Historic Context Statement (pg. 167) for its
association with a 1960s gay and lesbian bar, Bradley’s Corner (present-day Kezar Bar), located
adjacent to Val de Cole within the same structure.

5. Is the property associated with the business listed on a local, state, or federal historic resource
registry?

Yes. The property has a Planning Department Historic Resource status code of “Category A”
(Historic Resource Present) because of its locations within the eligible Cole Valley Historic
District.

6. Is the business mentioned in a local historic context statement?

No. Val de Cole is not explicitly called out in any Historical Context Statements as of the date of
this executive summary. However, the building which Val de Cole is located in has five (5)
storefronts and the adjacent storefront (900 Cole Street) was cited in the LGBTQ Historic
Context Statement (pg. 167) for its nonextant business, Bradley’s Corner (present-day Kezar
Bar), and association with 1960s gay and lesbian history in the Haight-Ashbury area.

7. Has the business been cited in published literature, newspapers, journals, etc.?

Yes. The business’s earliest documentation was an advertisement in the Ashbury Heights
Advance (1939).  Val de Cole has also been featured on the Travel Channel. However, the
majority of the business’s success can be attributed to the dedicated customers who have
helped sustain the business by word-of-mouth through the ups and downs of San Francisco’s
changing economic fortunes throughout the last eight decades.

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business
LOCATION(S) ASSOCIATED WITH THE BUSINESS:

· 906 Cole Street

RECOMMENDED BY APPLICANT
· Wine, beer, spirit, and non-alcoholic store offering a local, curated experience for its

customer base in the Cole Valley Neighborhood
· Community-engaged business focused on serving its community with friendliness,

patience with questions, and willingness to share knowledge and help people learn and
discover new offerings.

· Products offered at all price points
· Clean, well-lit, inclusive environment that is welcoming to all, with plans to restore lost

and/or damaged features from the store’s tangible history.

ADDITIONAL FEATURES RECOMMENDED BY STAFF
· The business’s “Val de Cole” name
· The (2) exterior signs: the transom awning and the blade sign with Val de Cole branding
· The business’s interiors, which include artifacts, photos, and signs that lend itself to a

warm, welcoming, and personal environment
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Basis for Recommendation
The Department recommends the Historic Preservation Commission adopt a resolution recommending
the business listed above be adopted by the Small Business Commission to the Legacy Business
Registry.

ATTACHMENTS

Draft Resolution
Legacy Business Registry Application:

· Application Review Sheet
· Section 1 – Business / Applicant Information
· Section 2 – Business Location(s)
· Section 3 – Disclosure Statement
· Section 4 – Written Historical Narrative

o Criterion 1 – History and Description of Business
o Criterion 2 – Contribution to Local History
o Criterion 3 – Business Characteristics

· Contextual Photographs and Background Documentation



Historic Preservation Commission
Draft Resolution No. ###

HEARING DATE: SEPTEMBER 16, 2020

Case No.: 2020-007535LBR
Business Name: Val de Cole Wine and Spirits
Business Address: 906 Cole Street
Zoning: Cole Valley NCD (Neighborhood Commercial District) Zoning District

40-X Height and Bulk District
Block/Lot: 1271/025
Applicant:  Behrooz Pejoohesh

906 Cole Street
Nominated By: Former Supervisor Vallie Brown
Located In: District 5
Staff Contact: Katherine Wilborn – 628-652-7355

Katherine.Wilborn@sfgov.org

ADOPTING FINDINGS RECOMMENDING TO THE SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION APPROVAL OF THE
LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY NOMINATION FOR VAL DE COLE WINE AND SPIRITS CURRENTLY
LOCATED AT 906 COLE ST, BLOCK/LOT 1271/025.

WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business maintains
a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding, community-
serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing educational and
promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and success; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San
Francisco operations exceeding two years; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the City’s history and identity; and

WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the traditions that define the business; and
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RECORD NO.  2020-007535LBR
906 COLE ST

WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on September 16, 2020, the Historic Preservation
Commission reviewed documents, correspondence and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business
Registry nomination.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends that Val
De Cole Wine and Spirits qualifies for the Legacy Business Registry under Administrative Code Section
2A.242(b)(2) as it has operated for 30 or more years and has continued to contribute to the community.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends
safeguarding of the below listed physical features and traditions for Val de Cole Wine and Spirits.

Location(s):
• 906 Cole Street

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business:
· Wine, beer, spirit, and non-alcoholic store offering a local, curated experience for its customer

base in the Cole Valley Neighborhood, at all price points
· Community-engaged business focused friendliness, patience with questions, and willingness to

share knowledge and help people learn and discover new offerings.
· Clean, well-lit, inclusive environment that is welcoming to all, with plans to restore lost and/or

damaged features from the store’s tangible history.
· The business’s “Val de Cole” name
· The (2) exterior signs: the transom awning and the blade sign with Val de Cole branding
· The business’s interiors, which include artifacts, photos, and signs that lend itself to a warm,

welcoming, and personal environment

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission’s findings and
recommendations are made solely for the purpose of evaluating the subject business's eligibility for the
Legacy Business Registry, and the Historic Preservation Commission makes no finding that the subject
property or any of its features constitutes a historical resource pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section
15064.5(a).

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby directs its Commission
Secretary to transmit this Resolution and other pertinent materials in the case file  to the Office of Small
Business September 16, 2020.

Jonas P. Ionin
Commission Secretary

AYES:

NAYS:
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RECORD NO.  2020-007535LBR
906 COLE ST

ABSENT:

ADOPTED: September 16, 2020



 

 
Application No.:  LBR-2019-20-023 
Business Name:   Val de Cole Wines & Spirits 
Business Address:   906 Cole Street 
District:   District 5 
Applicant:    Behrooz Pejoohesh, Owner 
Nomination Date:   November 25, 2019 
Nominated By:   Supervisor Vallie Brown 
 

CRITERION 1: Has the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more 

years, with no break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years? 
 X Yes   No 
 
906 Cole Street from 1939 to Present (81 years) 
 

CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or 

the identity of a particular neighborhood or community? 
 X Yes   No 
 

CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or 

traditions that define the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms? 
 X Yes   No 
 

NOTES: N/A 

 

DELIVERY DATE TO HPC: August 19, 2020 

 
 
Richard Kurylo 
Program Manager, Legacy Business Program 

Legacy  
Business  
Registry 

Application 
Review Sheet 



City Hall  1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place   San Francisco, California 94102-4689  (415) 554-7630 

Fax (415) 554 - 7634  TDD/TTY (415) 554-5227  E-mail: Vallie.Brown@sfgov.org 

Member, Board of Supervisor 
District 5 

 

City and County of San Francisco 

 
 

Vallie Brown  

 
November 25, 2019 
 
Office of Small Business 
Attn: Legacy Business Program 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place 
City Hall, Room 140 
San Francisco, 94102 
 
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
I am pleased to nominate Val de Cole Wines and Spirits, located at 906 Cole Street for the Legacy 
Business Registry.  
 
For over eight decades the business located at 906 Cole Street has served the Cole Valley 
neighborhood as a locally owned small business to purchase the essentials. Now in business as Val 
de Cole Wines and Spirits, the store has a reputation for providing a premium selection of wines and 
spirits at an affordable price.  
 
Centrally located along the main merchant corridor in Cole Valley, the shop is highly visible and an 
integral part of the neighborhood’s character. The shop has been serving the community since 1939, 
and in addition to the above, their consistent presence in the neighborhood merits their legacy 
status.  
 
As Supervisor to District 5, I am pleased to nominate Val de Cole Wines and Spirits for Legacy 
Business Registry. Should you have any questions regarding this letter, please reach out to my office 
at: (415) 554-7630 or by email at: brownstaff@sfgov.org. Thank you. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Vallie Brown 
 
 
Supervisor, District 5 
City and County of San Francisco 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:brownstaff@sfgov.org


Legacy Business Registry Application

1 DR.  CARLTON B.  GOO DLETT PLACE,  ROO M 140, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94102-46
(415)  554-6134 / www.s fos b.o rg  /  legacybus iness@sfgov . o rg

Section One:
Business / Applicant Information.
Please provide the following information: 

The name, mailing address and other contact information of the business;

The name of the person who owns the business. For businesses with multiple owners,
identify the person(s) with the highest ownership stake in the business;

The name, title and contact information of the applicant;

The business’s San Francisco Business Account Number and entity number with the
Secretary of State, if applicable.

NAME OF BUSINESS:

BUSINESS OWNER(S)
(Identify the person(s) with the highest ownership stake in the business):

CURRENT BUSINESS ADDRESS: TELEPHONE NUMBER:

EMAIL ADDRESS:

MAILING ADDRESS – STREET ADDRESS: MAILING ADDRESS – CITY AND STATE:

Same as Business Address

MAILING ADDRESS – ZIP CODE:

WEBSITE ADDRESS:

FACEBOOK PAGE:

TWITTER NAME:

APPLICANT’S NAME: APPLICANT’S TELEPHONE NUMBER:

APPLICANT’S TITLE: APPLICANT’S EMAIL ADDRESS:

SAN FRANCISCO BUSINESS ACCOUNT NUMBER:

SECRETARY OF STATE ENTITY NUMBER (If applicable):



Legacy Business Registry Application

1 DR.  CARLTON B.  GOO DLETT PLACE,  ROO M 140, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94102-46
(415)  554-6  / www.s fos b .org  / egacy us iness@sfgov. o rg

Section Two:
Business Location(s).
List the business address of the original San Francisco location, the start date of business and the 
dates of operation at the original location. Check the box indicating whether the original location of 
the business in San Francisco is the founding location of the business. If the business moved from 
its original location and has had additional addresses in San Francisco, identify all other addresses 
and the dates of operation at each address. For businesses with more than one location, list the 
additional locations in section three of the narrative. 

ORIGINAL SAN FRANCISCO ADDRESS ZIP CODE START DATE OF BUSINESS

IS THIS LOCATION THE FOUNDING LOCATION OF THE
BUSINESS?

DATES OF OPERATION AT THIS 
LOCATION

OTHER ADDRESSES (If applicable) ZIP CODE DATES OF OPERATION
Start:  

End: 

OTHER ADDRESSES (If applicable) ZIP CODE DATES OF OPERATION
Start:  

End: 

OTHER ADDRESSES (If applicable) ZIP CODE DATES OF OPERATION
Start:  

End: 

OTHER ADDRESSES (If applicable) ZIP CODE DATES OF OPERATION
Start:  

End: 

OTHER ADDRESSES (If applicable) ZIP CODE DATES OF OPERATION
Start:  

End: 

OTHER ADDRESSES (If applicable) ZIP CODE DATES OF OPERATION
Start:  

End: 

OTHER ADDRESSES (If applicable) ZIP CODE DATES OF OPERATION
Start:  

End: 





Val de Cole 
Section 4: Written Historical Narrative 

CRITERION 1 

a. Provide a short history of the business from the date the business opened in San Francisco 
to the present day, including the ownership history. For businesses with multiple locations, 
include the history of the original location in San Francisco (including whether it was the 
business's founding and or headquartered location) and the opening dates and locations of all 
other locations. 

Val de Cole Wines and Spirts (“Val de Cole”) is the oldest, continuously operating wine, beer, 
and spirits store in San Francisco. The store has always been located at 906 Cole Street in the 
heart of Cole Valley between Carl Street and Parnassus Avenue.  

The store was opened as Cole Street Liquor in the 1930s and advertised in such local 
publications as the Ashbury Heights Advance as early as 1939. The starting year and original 
owner are unknown.  

James McKeown purchased Cole Street Liquor sometime in the 1950s. In 1969, he sold the 
store to Martin Jacob, but bought it back from Martin two years later.  

In 1975, Jacob Malek-Zadeh purchased Cole Street Liquor and renamed the shop Val de Cole, 
which means Cole Valley. 

Behrooz Pejoohesh, Val de Cole’s current owner, moved to Cole Valley in 1977. Like many 
denizens of the neighborhood, he quickly became friends with Jacob Malek-Zadeh. Two years 
later, Behrooz went to work for Val de Cole and, under the tutelage of Jacob, began to study 
wine, spirits, and beer. Jacob and Behrooz developed relationships with many winemakers in 
Napa and Sonoma, some of whom visited the store personally to hold tastings for their wines. 

In 1992, Behrooz and an investor bought the store from Jacob. Behrooz was able to buy out his 
investor in 2005 and has been the sole owner of the store since that time.  

b. Describe any circumstances that required the business to cease operations in San Francisco 
for more than six months? 

The business has never ceased operations in San Francisco. Val de Cole is open every day of the 
year, and the owner still works in the store every day. 

c. Is the business a family-owned business? If so, give the generational history of the 
business. 

Val de Cole has been owned by a succession of individuals since its inception in the 1930s. 



d. Describe the ownership history when the business ownership is not the original owner or a 
family-owned business. 

The ownership history of Val de Cole is as follows: 

1930s to 1950s Unknown 
1950s to 1969  James McKeown 
1969 to 1971  Martin Jacob 
1971 to 1975  James McKeown 
1975 to 1992  Jacob Malek-Zadeh 
1992 to 2005  Behrooz Pejoohesh and Foad Laghaei 
2005 to Present Behrooz Pejoohesh 

e. When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the business for less 
than 30 years, the applicant will need to provide documentation of the existence of the 
business prior to current ownership to verify it has been in operation for 30+ years. Please 
use the list of supplemental documents and/or materials as a guide to help demonstrate the 
existence of the business prior to current ownership. 

Documentation of the existence of the business prior to current ownership is included in this 
Legacy application.  

f. Note any other special features of the business location, such as, if the property associated 
with the business is listed on a local, state, or federal historic resources registry. 

The historic resource status of the building at 906 Cole Street is classified by the Planning 
Department as Category A, Historic Resource Present, with regard to the California 
Environmental Quality Act. The building is a contributor to the Eligible Cole Valley Historic 
District. 

CRITERION 2 

a. Describe the business's contribution to the history and/or identity of the neighborhood, 
community or San Francisco. 

Val de Cole is not a liquor store, a corner store, or a convenience store. It is a well-curated wine, 
beer, and spirts shop that has also served as part of the social fabric of a secluded 
neighborhood for many decades. 
 
As stated previously, Val de Cole is the oldest, continuously operating wine, beer, and spirits 
store in San Francisco. When Jacob Malek-Zadeh bought the store in 1975, he changed the 
name to reflect his appreciation of the neighborhood, as well as the broadened focus of the 
store. At that time, the neighborhood was still referred to as Upper Haight, and Jacob is 
credited by several authors with the creation of the name Cole Valley for San Francisco’s 



smallest neighborhood. While earning a degree of philosophy in Italy, Jacob developed a 
passion for European wines, beers, and spirits. Cole Street Liquor already carried a selection of 
international products. When Jacob bought the store and renamed it, he greatly expanded the 
international selection of products using the knowledge and experience he gained abroad. 
 
Behrooz Pejoohesh, Val de Cole’s current owner, moved to Cole Valley in 1977. Like many 
denizens of the neighborhood, he quickly became friends with Jacob Malek-Zadeh. Two years 
later, Behrooz went to work for Val de Cole and, under the tutelage of Jacob, began to study 
wine, spirits, and beer. Jacob and Behrooz developed relationships with many winemakers in 
Napa and Sonoma, some of whom visited the store personally to hold tastings for their wines. 
To this day there are winemakers who personally deliver their wines to Val de Cole.  
 
More important than the relationships that Val de Cole has forged with Bay Area wine makers 
are the relationships that it has formed with its customers and neighbors. The store literally has 
hundreds of regular customers from Cole Valley and adjacent neighborhoods. The store has 
also serviced thousands of UCSF staff, students, and patients’ families over the years.  

Val de Cole has stuck to its roots and offers both world class, top shelf products as well as 
affordable, but still carefully curated, options for customers with modest budgets. Locals and 
longtime regulars appreciate that Val de Cole has not chased the latest boom cycle to the 
detriment of its longstanding customers. The lifeblood of the store are the thousands of 
dedicated customers who have stuck with the store during the ups and downs of San 
Francisco’s changing economic fortunes. 

b. Is the business (or has been) associated with significant events in the neighborhood, the 
city, or the business industry? 

Grandparents in Cole Valley will talk about how they used to come to Cole St. Liquor before 
Forty-Niners games at Kezar Stadium. Parents will talk about how Val de Cole is one of the few 
businesses left in the neighborhood from their childhood. Parents and young adults alike will 
talk about how either Jacob or Behrooz taught them about wine, and showed them how to 
cultivate their palette. As residents return to Cole Valley ever day after work, dozens of people 
stop by Val de Cole to make a small purchase, or to simply say hello to Behrooz and each other. 
The organizing principal of the store may be wine and spirits, but the soul of the store is the 
community it has helped foster and maintain. 
 
In the immediate aftermath of the 1989 earthquake, when neighbors heard how much of Val 
de Cole’s inventory had been destroyed, customers visited by the hundreds that week to buy 
what they could – or simply donate money – to help out the shop. This tremendous and 
heartfelt show of support is reciprocated by Val de Cole, which donates to local schools and 
teams and participates in the famous Belvedere Street Halloween celebration, the Cole Valley 
Fair, and other civic involvements.  
 



Val de Cole holds wine tastings, especially in conjunction with winemaker visits, and 
participates in all neighborhood events, including local school auctions and sponsorship of local 
sports teams. 

c. Has the business ever been referenced in an historical context? Such as in a business trade 
publication, media, or historical documents? 

Cole Street Liquor advertised in Ashbury Heights Advance as early as 1939. The store has been 
featured on the Travel Channel and appears in countless photos and stories online posted both 
by residents and travelers.  

d. Is the business associated with a significant or historical person? 

Val de Cole has had many famous customers and regulars over the years. The store was 
frequented by Robin Williams, who performed regularly down the street at The Other Cafe. 
Other famous customers include Danny Glover, police chief Richard Hongisto, Laurence 
Fishburne, Terence Hallinan, and Gavin Newsom. Among the other numerous comedians who 
frequented Val de Cole before their performances on The Other Café, Evan Davis went on to 
place on Star Search with Ed McMahon, and local starving artist and comedian Steve Carrey 
won a $100,000 CA Lottery prize at Val de Cole, the first such payout in all of San Francisco. 

e. How does the business demonstrate its commitment to the community? 

Val de Cole is committed to its many customers in Cole Valley, Ashbury Heights, and Upper 
Haight. Val de Cole routinely donates bottles for neighborhood charity auctions and directly 
sponsors neighborhood sports teams. Val de Cole also routinely donates wine, beer, and spirits 
for the funerals and wakes of residents of the neighborhood who have passed away. The store 
also participates in the yearly, epic Halloween on Belvedere Street, passing out candy to 
thousands of children every year. 

f. Provide a description of the community the business serves. 

Val de Cole has a number of longstanding, dedicated customers. There are likely few locals left 
in the neighborhood who are old enough to remember Cole Street without Cole Street Liquor 
or Val de Cole. The store has customers in their 80s and even 90s who have been coming to the 
store for over 60 years. Val de Cole’s loyal customer base are people who enjoy the Bay Area’s 
food culture and appreciate being able to do so at any level of expenditure – large or small. 

Despite ever rising prices of real estate in the city, Cole Valley has long been a diverse 
neighborhood that has attracted an eclectic mix of locals and transplants, including long-time 
denizens of the neighborhood and a steady stream of medical students and researchers from 
UCSF, some of whom themselves choose to stay at UCSF and in Cole Valley. Customers 
appreciate having a classy shop that does not just cater to wealthy customers. Val de Cole has 
always focused on having great wines at all price points. The owner and staff take the time to 



help people find the wine that is right for their palette and their pocketbook. There are literally 
thousands of Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram posts of regulars and visitors alike sharing the 
good time they have had at a Val de Cole tasting.   

g. Is the business associated with a culturally significant 
building/structure/site/object/interior? 

The current owner of Val de Cole has begun to expose more of the original interior of the shop, 
stripping away wallpaper and layered flooring to reveal some of the construction from the 
1930s. The building has begun to have a life of its own online via the posts, pictures, and stories 
shared by so many of its patrons. 

h. How would the community be diminished if the business were to be sold, relocated, shut 
down, etc.? 

A closure of Val de Cole would create a giant gap in the neighborhood. The store is not only a 
place to buy a wide variety of wine, beer, and spirits, but is also a source of knowledgeable 
recommendations, ongoing learnings, and communal fun. The hundreds of people who stop by 
every night, starting with the return-from-work rush hour to post dinner time, would no longer 
have a friendly place to discover new products, make a planned or spontaneous purchase, or 
simply chat with their neighbors. The loss of another local business would send even more 
people to the internet to do their research – which does not work so well with something like 
wine and spirits – and across town chain stores for their purchases of wine, beer, and spirits. 

CRITERION 3 

a. Describe the business and the essential features that define its character. 

Val de Cole has had an unwavering commitment to the neighborhood and its residents. The 
store is known above all else for its friendliness, patience with questions, willingness to share 
knowledge, and ability to help people learn and discover new things. The store is seen as a 
clean, well-lit place for wine that is not snobby, intimidating, or exclusive. The store is for 
everyone. 

Val de Cole is also known for its selection. There are plenty of fancy wines, spirits, beers, and 
non-alcoholic beverages to suit even the most discriminating of connoisseurs. However, the 
shop also makes sure to have products it can recommend and stand behind at more modest 
price points. As the rest of the world knows, wine and spirits are not only for the rich. You 
should be able to enjoy a great wine, spirit, beer, or non-alcoholic beverage at just about any 
price. 

b. How does the business demonstrate a commitment to maintaining the historical traditions 
that define the business, and which of these traditions should not be changed in order to 



retain the businesses historical character? (e.g., business model, goods and services, craft, 
culinary, or art forms) 

Val de Cole must continue to offer the most personal service possible. Listening to customers is 
essential. Peoples’ palettes evolve. Their personal and financial situations change. Culinary 
trends change, and the industry trends change. Through all of this, Val de Cole must continue to 
embrace its regulars, warmly welcome newcomers, and take everyone’s trip to the store as an 
opportunity to give that person a special experience both in the store itself and at home, a 
party, a restaurant, or wherever they will enjoy what they have bought at the store. Taking the 
time to get to know the customer is extremely important. Getting to know the customer’s 
palette is important as well. 

c. How has the business demonstrated a commitment to maintaining the special physical 
features that define the business? Describe any special exterior and interior physical 
characteristics of the space occupied by the business (e.g. signage, murals, architectural 
details, neon signs, etc.). 

As mentioned above, the current owner of Val de Cole has been exposing previous flooring, 
wall space, and ceiling space in order to show more of the original store’s finish. Unfortunately, 
a robbery last year destroyed one of the decades-old painted windows. Val de Cole is currently 
exploring options to repaint the front windows in the same style and technique as the originals. 

d. When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the business for less 
than 30years; the applicant will need to provide documentation that demonstrates the 
current owner has maintained the physical features or traditions that define the business, 
including craft, culinary, or art forms. Please use the list of supplemental documents and/or 
materials as a guide to help demonstrate the existence of the business prior to current 
ownership. 

Val de Cole’s current and previous owners are both available to substantiate ownership dating 
to 1975. 
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