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From: Ionin, Jonas (CPC)
To: Richards, Dennis (CPC); Johnson, Milicent (CPC); Koppel, Joel (CPC); Moore, Kathrin (CPC); Melgar, Myrna

(CPC); Rich Hillis; Aaron Jon Hyland - HPC; Andrew Wolfram (andrew@tefarch.com); Black, Kate (CPC); Diane
Matsuda; Ellen Johnck - HPC; Jonathan Pearlman; Richard S. E. Johns

Cc: Feliciano, Josephine (CPC)
Subject: FW: *** PRESS RELEASE *** MAYOR LONDON BREED APPOINTS MICHAEL LAMBERT AS CITY LIBRARIAN
Date: Monday, March 25, 2019 9:43:17 AM
Attachments: Michael Lambert.JPG

3.25.19 City Librarian.pdf

 
 
Jonas P. Ionin,
Director of Commission Affairs
 
Planning Department│City & County of San Francisco
1650 Mission Street, Suite 400, San Francisco, CA 94103
Direct: 415-558-6309│Fax: 415-558-6409
 
jonas.ionin@sfgov.org
www.sfplanning.org
 

From: Press Office, Mayor (MYR) 
Sent: Monday, March 25, 2019 9:07 AM
To: Press Office, Mayor (MYR) <mayorspressoffice@sfgov.org>
Subject: *** PRESS RELEASE *** MAYOR LONDON BREED APPOINTS MICHAEL LAMBERT AS CITY
LIBRARIAN
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Monday, March 25, 2019
Contact: Mayor’s Office of Communications, 415-554-6131
 

*** PRESS RELEASE ***
MAYOR LONDON BREED APPOINTS MICHAEL LAMBERT

AS CITY LIBRARIAN
Lambert has served as Acting Librarian since February 2018

 
San Francisco, CA – Mayor London N. Breed today appointed Michael Lambert to serve as
the City Librarian of the San Francisco Public Library (SFPL). Lambert has served as Acting
Librarian since the retirement of City Librarian Luis Herrera in February 2018, and previously
served as Deputy City Librarian.
 
During his tenure, SFPL was named the 2018 National Library of the Year by Library Journal
magazine. He has championed increased and equitable access to libraries through expanded
hours and a fine-free library system.
 
“I am proud to appoint Michael Lambert to serve as City Librarian and continue the great
work he has done during his many years at the Library,” said Mayor Breed. “Through
forward-thinking initiatives likes eliminating burdensome fees that disproportionately affect
low-income and minority residents, the San Francisco Public Library continues to serve as a
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TELEPHONE: (415) 554-6141 


 


 


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 


Monday, March 25, 2019 


Contact: Mayor’s Office of Communications, 415-554-6131 


 


*** PRESS RELEASE *** 


MAYOR LONDON BREED APPOINTS MICHAEL LAMBERT 


AS CITY LIBRARIAN 
Lambert has served as Acting Librarian since February 2018 


 


San Francisco, CA – Mayor London N. Breed today appointed Michael Lambert to serve as the 


City Librarian of the San Francisco Public Library (SFPL). Lambert has served as Acting 


Librarian since the retirement of City Librarian Luis Herrera in February 2018, and previously 


served as Deputy City Librarian. 


 


During his tenure, SFPL was named the 2018 National Library of the Year by Library Journal 


magazine. He has championed increased and equitable access to libraries through expanded 


hours and a fine-free library system.  


 


“I am proud to appoint Michael Lambert to serve as City Librarian and continue the great work 


he has done during his many years at the Library,” said Mayor Breed. “Through forward-


thinking initiatives likes eliminating burdensome fees that disproportionately affect low-income 


and minority residents, the San Francisco Public Library continues to serve as a critical public 


resource. I am confident that under Michael’s leadership, the Library will continue to expand its 


commitment to equity and access for all of our communities.” 


 


“I am deeply honored to accept Mayor Breed’s appointment to advance the mission of the San 


Francisco Public Library,” said Lambert. “I look forward to working with the Library 


Commission and the passionate, dedicated staff to enhance the quality of life for all residents of 


San Francisco. San Francisco has the premier urban library in the country and I am humbled to 


be standing on the shoulders of giants as the next City Librarian.” 


 


In March 2014, Lambert was named Deputy City Librarian of the San Francisco Public Library, 


overseeing public services at the Main Library and the Library’s network of neighborhood 


branches. He previously managed library operations at San Mateo County Libraries and the 


Charlotte Mecklenburg Library in North Carolina. 


 


"During the past year, Michael Lambert has exemplified the qualities that San Francisco seeks in 


its library leader: a commitment to diversity, equity and inclusion in library programs, strong 


fiscal oversight of the system, and a dynamic vision for library service innovations. I'm so 


pleased that we are able to promote from within our staff and elevate Michael to the City 


Librarian," said Library Commission President Dr. Mary Wardell Ghirarduzzi. “On behalf of the 


Commission we congratulate him as he embarks on this critical leadership role to serve and 


uplift the community as patrons of the best library in the nation.” 







OFFICE OF THE MAYOR   LONDON N.  BREED  
 SAN FRANCISCO                                                                    MAYOR  
     
 


 


1 DR. CARLTON B. GOODLETT PLACE, ROOM 200 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94102-4681 


TELEPHONE: (415) 554-6141 


 


 


 


Lambert began his career in his hometown of Columbia, South Carolina at the Richland Library. 


He is a proud alumnus of the University of South Carolina with a degree in History and earned 


his Master of Library and Information Science Degree from South Carolina’s College of Library 


& Information Science. 


 


Michael has been active in working with the California Library Association and serves as a 


board member for the San Francisco Tech Council. He is also a member of the Our Children Our 


Families Council. Lambert was born in Seoul, Korea and is the first Asian-American to lead the 


San Francisco Public Library. 


 


### 







critical public resource. I am confident that under Michael’s leadership, the Library will
continue to expand its commitment to equity and access for all of our communities.”
 
“I am deeply honored to accept Mayor Breed’s appointment to advance the mission of the San
Francisco Public Library,” said Lambert. “I look forward to working with the Library
Commission and the passionate, dedicated staff to enhance the quality of life for all residents
of San Francisco. San Francisco has the premier urban library in the country and I am
humbled to be standing on the shoulders of giants as the next City Librarian.”
 
In March 2014, Lambert was named Deputy City Librarian of the San Francisco Public
Library, overseeing public services at the Main Library and the Library’s network of
neighborhood branches. He previously managed library operations at San Mateo County
Libraries and the Charlotte Mecklenburg Library in North Carolina.
 
"During the past year, Michael Lambert has exemplified the qualities that San Francisco seeks
in its library leader: a commitment to diversity, equity and inclusion in library programs,
strong fiscal oversight of the system, and a dynamic vision for library service innovations. I'm
so pleased that we are able to promote from within our staff and elevate Michael to the City
Librarian," said Library Commission President Dr. Mary Wardell Ghirarduzzi. “On behalf of
the Commission we congratulate him as he embarks on this critical leadership role to serve
and uplift the community as patrons of the best library in the nation.”
 
Lambert began his career in his hometown of Columbia, South Carolina at the Richland
Library. He is a proud alumnus of the University of South Carolina with a degree in History
and earned his Master of Library and Information Science Degree from South Carolina’s
College of Library & Information Science.
 
Michael has been active in working with the California Library Association and serves as a
board member for the San Francisco Tech Council. He is also a member of the Our Children
Our Families Council. Lambert was born in Seoul, Korea and is the first Asian-American to
lead the San Francisco Public Library.
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This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Ionin, Jonas (CPC)
To: Aaron Jon Hyland - HPC; Andrew Wolfram (andrew@tefarch.com); Black, Kate (CPC); Diane Matsuda; Ellen

Johnck - HPC; Jonathan Pearlman; Richard S. E. Johns
Cc: Feliciano, Josephine (CPC)
Subject: FW: 2851-2861 24th Street - Owner Letter - April 3 HPC Hearing
Date: Thursday, March 21, 2019 12:22:03 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
image003.png
2851-2861 24th St. - Ltr. Brief to HPC (2019.03.20).pdf

 
 
Jonas P. Ionin,
Director of Commission Affairs
 
Planning Department│City & County of San Francisco
1650 Mission Street, Suite 400, San Francisco, CA 94103
Direct: 415-558-6309│Fax: 415-558-6409
 
jonas.ionin@sfgov.org
www.sfplanning.org
 

From: Andrew Junius <ajunius@reubenlaw.com> 
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2019 8:41 AM
To: Smith, Desiree (CPC) <desiree.smith@sfgov.org>; Ionin, Jonas (CPC) <jonas.ionin@sfgov.org>
Cc: Justin A. Zucker <jzucker@reubenlaw.com>
Subject: 2851-2861 24th Street - Owner Letter - April 3 HPC Hearing
 

 

Desiree and Jonas – please find attached for the Commissioners a brief letter for their
upcoming April 3 hearing.
 
Thank you and let me know if you need anything else.
 
 

 
Andrew J. Junius, Managing Partner
O.  (415) 567-9000
C.  (415)336-3796
ajunius@reubenlaw.com
www.reubenlaw.com
 
SF Office:                                 Oakland Office:
One Bush Street, Suite 600      456 8th Street, 2nd Floor
San Francisco, CA  94104       Oakland, CA 94607
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jzucker@reubenlaw.com 


 


 


 


 


 


 


March 20, 2019 


 


 


Delivered Via Electronic Mail and Hand Delivery 


(via desiree.smith@sfgov.org) 


 


President Aaron Hyland and Commissioners 


San Francisco Historical Preservation Commission 


1650 Mission Street, Suite 400 


San Francisco, California 94103 


 


  


 Re: 2851-2861 24th Street 


  Planning Case No.: 2018-017223DES 


  Hearing Date: April 3, 2019 


  Our File No.: 8559.03 


 


Dear President Hyland and Commissioners: 


 


 This office represents the family trust that owns the property at 2851-2861 24th Street 


(“Owner”), which is the subject of a proposed landmark designation. The Owner respects and 


generally approves of the City’s landmark designation efforts to preserve historically relevant 


properties. If the proposed landmark designation of 2851-2861 24th Street (the “Property”) is 


implemented without some modification of the current proposal, however, the Owner will be 


restricted from making modifications to the two (2) interior spaces of Property for future tenants.  


 


Simply put she will not be able to find a new tenants to lease the spaces. In turn, the 


Property will likely remain vacant to the detriment of all.  


 


The Property was leased by Galeria de la Raza from 1972 till the end of 2018. On January 


16, 2019, this Commission initiated landmark designation of the Property. The initiation was based 


in part on the January 16, 2019, Landmark Designation Case Report and Article 10 Landmark Fact 


Designation Sheet (“Designation Sheet”).  


 


The Designation Sheet asserts there are both exterior and interior features of the Property 


that are character-defining features. It alleges there are thirteen (13) exterior character-defining 


features for 2851 24th Street, including the “Sign measuring 10’ x 24’ on the Bryant Street façade, 


historically used by Galeria de la Raza” (the “Sign/Mural”). Another sixteen (16) exterior 


character-defining features area alleged for 2857-2861 24th Street. In addition, the Designation 
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Sheet alleges two (2) interior character-defining features for both spaces including: (i) the volume 


of open interior storefront spaces and (ii) raised window display areas of both storefronts.  


 


The Owner recognizes the impact Galeria de la Raza has had to the LatinX community and 


San Francisco, specifically including the Calle 24 and Mission Districts. She appreciates their 


desire for continued use of the Sign/Mural space on the Property. And has been engaged in 


discussions with Galeria de la Raza to come to a mutual agreement for their continued use of the 


Sign/Mural.  


 


The landmark designation as proposed, however, will require preservation of all the 


claimed interior character-defining features. But they are neither directly related to the architecture 


of the building nor Galeria de la Raza’s movement or identity such as the Sign/Mural. Limiting 


interior changes or tenant improvements to accommodate future lessees will prevent the ability to 


find new tenants. And it, unfortunately, will sit vacate. 


 


Retail Legislation 


 


On March 5, 2019, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors unanimously passed Ordinance 


No. 181213, amending the Building Code to require vacant or abandoned commercial storefront 


owners to pay annual registration fees at the time of registration, require annual inspections of 


registered vacant or abandoned storefronts, and update the penalty for violations of the requirement 


to register vacant or abandoned commercial storefronts. The amended ordinance’s regulations 


apply notwithstanding if the Property is actively being offered for sale, lease, or rent. 


 


Further, this past January Supervisor Aaron Peskin announced plans to place a vacancy tax 


on the November ballot for both residential and commercial properties as part of a citywide plan 


to address empty storefronts. The proposed ballot measure would impose hefty daily penalties of 


$250 a day.1  


 


The retail environment in San Francisco, and in other areas of the country, is going through 


challenging times. On December 10, 2018, Mayor London Breed and Supervisor Vallie Brown 


announced a Citywide Storefront Vacancy Strategy to retain, strengthen, and attract businesses to 


commercial corridors throughout San Francisco.2 Crippling the ability to make changes and tenant 


improvements to the interior spaces of the storefronts for future tenants appears to be contrary to 


the City’s efforts to address retail vacancies.  


 


Mills Act 


 


The Mills Act is a state-sponsored legislation that grants local governments the ability to 


give qualified owners a property tax reduction to use the savings to offset the costs to rehabilitate 


and maintain the property. In this case, however, no benefits would result to the Owner who has 


                                                 
1 http://www.sfexaminer.com/tax-vacant-housing-storefronts-proposed-november-ballot/, last visited March 14, 


2019. 
2 https://sfmayor.org/article/mayor-london-breed-and-supervisor-vallie-brown-announce-citywide-storefront-


vacancy-strategy, last visited March 14, 2019. 



http://www.sfexaminer.com/tax-vacant-housing-storefronts-proposed-november-ballot/

https://sfmayor.org/article/mayor-london-breed-and-supervisor-vallie-brown-announce-citywide-storefront-vacancy-strategy

https://sfmayor.org/article/mayor-london-breed-and-supervisor-vallie-brown-announce-citywide-storefront-vacancy-strategy
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owned the property since the 1960s. San Francisco Planning Historic Preservation Bulletin No. 8 


states “Property purchased prior to 1978 (Proposition 13) is unlikely to receive a tax reduction.” 3  


 


Conclusion 


 


 The landmark designation as currently proposed will prevent the ability to find new tenants 


for the Property. We do not see how a designation including the interior spaces of the Property can 


at the same time adequately allow for the needs of future tenants. We urge the Commission to 


remove the interior elements of the designation. 


 


Very truly yours, 


 


REUBEN, JUNIUS & ROSE, LLP 


 
Justin A. Zucker 


 


 


cc: Diane Matsuda, Vice President  


 Kate Black, Commissioner 


 Ellen Johnck, Commissioner 


 Richard S.E. Johns, Commissioner 


 Jonathan Pearlman, Commissioner 


 Andrew Wolfram, Commissioner 


 Jonas P. Ionin, Director of Commission Affairs 


 Andrew J. Junius, Reuben, Junius, and Rose, LLP (via e-mail only) 


 Lily Ng Revocable Trust dated July 12, 2017 


 Steven A. MacDonald 


 


                                                 
3 Preservation Bulletin No. 8 The Mills Act Program, available at: 


http://default.sfplanning.org/Preservation/bulletins/HistPres_Bulletin_08.PDF, last visited March 19, 2019. 



http://default.sfplanning.org/Preservation/bulletins/HistPres_Bulletin_08.PDF





 
PRIVILEGE AND CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE – This transmittal is intended solely for use by its addressee, and
may contain confidential or legally privileged information.  If you receive this transmittal in error, please email a
reply to the sender and delete the transmittal and any attachments.
 



From: Ionin, Jonas (CPC)
To: Aaron Jon Hyland - HPC; Andrew Wolfram (andrew@tefarch.com); Black, Kate (CPC); Diane Matsuda; Ellen

Johnck - HPC; Jonathan Pearlman; Richard S. E. Johns
Cc: Feliciano, Josephine (CPC)
Subject: FW: 144 Belgrave Ave, San Francisco, CA 94117 - realtor.com®
Date: Wednesday, March 20, 2019 4:17:00 PM

Jonas P. Ionin,
Director of Commission Affairs

Planning Department│City & County of San Francisco
1650 Mission Street, Suite 400, San Francisco, CA 94103
Direct: 415-558-6309│Fax: 415-558-6409

jonas.ionin@sfgov.org
www.sfplanning.org

-----Original Message-----
From: Frye, Tim (CPC)
Sent: Wednesday, March 20, 2019 3:45 PM
To: CTYPLN - COMMISSION SECRETARY <CPC.COMMISSIONSECRETARY@sfgov.org>
Subject: FW: 144 Belgrave Ave, San Francisco, CA 94117 - realtor.com®

From Commissioner Black. Please forward to the HPC. Thanks!

-----Original Message-----
From: Katherine Black <kateinsf@aol.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 20, 2019 3:21 PM
To: Frye, Tim (CPC) <tim.frye@sfgov.org>
Subject: 144 Belgrave Ave, San Francisco, CA 94117 - realtor.com®

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources.

Hi Tim,
This is the Tudor Revival house (with some Storybook elements) that will be open this weekend. Looks like a pretty
good example with much of the original design and details in-tact.
See you at the meeting.
Kate

https://www.realtor.com/realestateandhomes-detail/1440-Belgr-Ave_San-Francisco_CA_94117_M14869-55206

Sent from my iPhone
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