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Certificate of Appropriateness 
Executive Summary  

Consent 
HEARING DATE: SEPTEMBER 2, 2020 

 
Record No.: 2019-017681COA 
Project Address: Golden Gate Park Music Concourse 
Landmark: Landmark No. 249: Music Concourse 
Zoning: P - Public Zoning District 
 OS Height and Bulk District 
Block/Lot: 1700/001 
Project Sponsor: Felix Tong, Recreation and Parks Department 
 30 Van Ness Avenue, Suite 3000   
 San Francisco, CA 94102 
Staff Contact: Michelle Taylor – 628-652-7352 
 Michelle.Taylor@sfgov.org 
 

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION 
The Golden Gate Park Music Concourse is located between John F. Kennedy Drive, Hagiwara Tea Garden 
Drive, Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, and Music Concourse Drive. Assessor’s Block 1700, Lot 001. The Music 
Concourse is a classically designed landscaped comprised of a series of paths, pedestrian tunnels, and 
streets that circle and cross the Music Concourse Bowl. The Bowl, located at the center of the Music 
Concourse, is a depressed oval landscape features a music band shell, benches arranged in rows, pollarded 
trees, fountains, paths, and several monuments and statues.  
 
The Music Concourse, originally established as part of the California Midwinter Fair of 1894, is individually 
significant as an outdoors performance space important in San Francisco’s cultural history under Criterion 
1 (Events) of the National Register and under Criterion 3 (Architecture) as an urban park landscape devoted 
to public performances and as a setting for public art. The Music Concourse also contributes to the 
National‐Register listed Golden Gate Park Historic District, significant under Criterion 1 (Events) and 
Criterion 3 (Architecture) in the areas of landscape architecture and social history. The property is 
designated as Landmark No. 249. It is zoned P (Public) District and is in an OS (Open Space) Height and 
Bulk District. 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
The proposed project involves installation of new lateral irrigation lines for the ongoing maintenance of 
the grid of pollarded trees at the Music Concourse bowl. Project includes hand digging to lay irrigation 
components at a maximum excavation depth of 24 inches and installation of an irrigation controller 
pedestal painted dark green. Please see photographs, plans, and Tree Protection Plan for details.  
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RECORD NO. 2019-017681COA  
Golden Gate Park Music Concourse 

COMPLIANCE WITH PLANNING CODE  
Planning Code Development Standards.  
The proposed project is in compliance with all other provisions of the Planning Code. 
 
Applicable Preservation Standards.  
The proposal overall, is appropriate for and consistent with the purposes of Article 10, meets the standards 
of Article 1006.6 of the Planning Code, and complies with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation, in that: 
 

• the proposed project is compatible with the Music Concourse, Landmark Number 249, since the 
project does not affect the design and form of the site; 

• the project would maintain the existing use of the Music Concourse as a public space and would 
maintain the park’s historic character;  

• the proposal respects the character-defining features of the subject landscape; 

• the character of the subject landscape will be maintained, and scope of work will not affect the 
landscape’s overall appearance; 

• excavation for new irrigation lines will be dug primarily by hand; 

• Recreation and Parks Department will follow a Tree Protection Plan to ensure protection of the 
grid of pollarded trees; 

• the integrity of the pollard trees of the Music Concourse Bowl that characterize the landscape shall 
be preserved; and, 

• a new irrigation controller, painted green, will be the only new visible feature in the landscape; all 
irrigation lines will be located underground and therefore alterations to the appearance, materials, 
feeling, association and setting of the landscape site will be minimal.  

 
The Department has determined that the proposed work will be in conformance with the requirements of 
Article 10 and the Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation. Proposed work will not damage or 
destroy distinguishing original qualities or character of the subject landscape. The proposal includes a 
project specific Tree Protection Plan to ensure protection of pollard trees within the Music Concourse Bowl. 
The Department finds that the historic character of the landscape will be retained and preserved and will 
not result in the removal of historic fabric.   
 
PUBLIC/NEIGHBORHOOD INPUT 
The Department has received public correspondence from one individual who provided comments about 
the overall design and tree protection plan. Recreation and Parks Department staff revised plans in 
response to public comments. The Department has not received any other public correspondence 
expressing support or opposition to the project.  
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RECORD NO. 2019-017681COA  
Golden Gate Park Music Concourse 

ISSUES & OTHER CONSIDERATIONS 
• The Project is fully code compliant and is supported by Department Staff 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW STATUS 
The Project is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”) as a commonsense 
exemption per Section 15061(b)3.    
 
BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION 
The Department recommends APPROVAL of the proposed project as it meets the provisions of Article 10 
of the Planning Code regarding Major Alteration to an individual landmark under Article 10 and the 
Secretary of the Interior Standards for Rehabilitation.  
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
Draft Motion – Certificate of Appropriateness  
Exhibit A – Conditions of Approval (if applicable) 
Exhibit B – Plans and Renderings 
Exhibit C – Environmental Determination 
Exhibit D – Maps and Context Photos  
Exhibit E – Tree Protection Plan 
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Certificate of Appropriateness 
Draft Motion 

HEARING DATE: SEPTEMBER 2, 2020 
 
Record No.: 2019-017681COA 
Project Address: REC & PARK: Music Concourse Irrigation 
Landmark: Number 249 
Zoning: P PUBLIC Zoning District 
 OS Height and Bulk District 
Block/Lot: 1700/001 
Project Sponsor: Recreation and Parks Department, Felix Tong 
 30 Van Ness Avenue, Suite 3000   
 San Francisco, CA 94102 
Staff Contact: Michelle A. Taylor - 628-652-7352 
 Michelle.Taylor@sfgov.org 

 
ADOPTING FINDINGS FOR A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS FOR MAJOR 
ALTERATIONS DETERMINED TO BE APPROPRIATE FOR AND CONSISTENT WITH THE 
PURPOSES OF ARTICLE 10 OF THE SAN FRANCISCO PLANNING CODE, AND TO MEET THE 
SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR’S STANDARDS FOR REHABILITATION, FOR THE PROPERTY 
LOCATED ON LOT 001 IN ASSESSOR’S BLOCK 1700 IN A P PUBLIC ZONING DISTRICT AND A 
OS HEIGHT AND BULK DISTRICT. 
 
PREAMBLE 
On September 19, 2019, Felix Tong of the City of San Francisco Recreation and Parks Department 
(hereinafter “Project Sponsor”) filed Application No. 2019-017681COA (hereinafter “Application”) with the 
San Francisco Planning Department (hereinafter “Department”) for a Certificate of Appropriateness for 
installation of irrigation lines at the Golden Gate Park - Music Concourse , which is Landmark Number 249 
locally designated under Article 10 of the Planning Code and located on Lot 001 in Assessor’s Block 1700. 
  
On December 18, 2019, the Commission conducted a duly noticed public hearing at a regularly scheduled 
meeting on Certificate of Appropriateness Application  No. 2019-017681COA and continued the item 
indefinitely. 
 
On July 30, 2020, the Project Sponsor requested to schedule Application No. 2019-017681COA for a hearing 
before the Commission. 
 
On September 2, 2020, the Commission conducted a duly noticed public hearing at a regularly scheduled 
meeting on Certificate of Appropriateness Application  No. 2019-017681COA. 
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The Project is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”) as a commonsense 
exemption per Section 15061(b)3. The Historic Preservation Commission (hereinafter “Commission”) has 
reviewed and concurs with said determination.  
 
The Planning Department Commission Secretary is the custodian of records; the File for Record No. 2019-
017681COA is located at 49 South Van Ness Avenue, Suite 1400, San Francisco, California. 
   
The Commission has heard and considered the testimony presented to it at the public hearing and has 
further considered written materials and oral testimony presented on behalf of the applicant, Department 
staff, and other interested parties. 
 
MOVED, that the Commission hereby APPROVES the Certificate of Appropriateness, as requested in 
Application No. 2019-017681COA in conformance with the architectural plans dated July 30, 2020   and 
labeled Exhibit B based on the following findings: 
 
FINDINGS 
Having reviewed all the materials identified in the recitals above and having heard oral testimony and 
arguments, this Commission finds, concludes, and determines as follows: 
 

1. The above recitals are accurate and also constitute findings of the Commission. 
 

2. Project Description. The proposed project involves installation of new lateral irrigation lines for 
the ongoing maintenance of the grid of pollarded trees at the Music Concourse bowl. Project 
includes hand digging to lay irrigation components at a maximum excavation depth of 24 inches 
and installation of an irrigation controller pedestal painted dark green. Please see photographs, 
plans, and Tree Protection Plan for details.  

 
3. Property Description. The Golden Gate Park Music Concourse is located between John F. Kennedy 

Drive, Hagiwara Tea Garden Drive, Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, and Music Concourse Drive. 
Assessor’s Block 1700, Lot 001. The Music Concourse is a classically designed landscaped 
comprised of a series of paths, pedestrian tunnels, and streets that circle and cross the Music 
Concourse Bowl. The Bowl, located at the center of the Music Concourse, is a depressed oval 
landscape features a music band shell, benches arranged in rows, a grid of pollarded trees, 
fountains, paths, and several monuments and statues.  
 
The Music Concourse, originally established as part of the California Midwinter Fair of 1894, is 
individually significant as an outdoors performance space important in San Francisco’s cultural 
history under Criterion 1 (Events) of the National Register and under Criterion 3 (Architecture) as 
an urban park landscape devoted to public performances and as a setting for public art. The Music 
Concourse also contributes to the National‐Register listed Golden Gate Park historic district, 
significant under Criterion 1 (Events) and Criterion 3 (Architecture) in the areas of landscape 
architecture and social history.  
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4. Surrounding Properties and Neighborhood.  The Music Concourse is located within the 
boundaries of Golden Gate Park, a large urban park comprised of a series of landscapes, water 
features, roadways, pedestrian paths, and buildings.  
 
Buildings immediately adjacent to the Music Concourse are the DeYoung Museum at the eastern 
boundary of the Music Concourse, and the California Academy of Sciences to the west. An 
underground garage, constructed 2005, is located beneath the Music Concourse Bowl.  

 
5. Public Outreach and Comments. The Department has received public correspondence from one 

individual who provided comments about the overall design and tree protection plan. Recreation 
and Parks Department staff revised plans in response to public comments. The Department has 
not received any other public correspondence expressing support or opposition to the project. 

 
6. Planning Code Compliance. The Commission has determined that the proposed work is 

compatible with the character-defining features of the subject property and meets the requirements 
of Article 10 of the Planning Code in the following manner: 
 
A. Article 10 of the Planning Code. Pursuant to Section 1006.6 of the Planning Code, the 

proposed alteration shall be consistent with and appropriate for the effectuation of the 
purposes of this Article 10. 
 
The proposed project is consistent with Article 10 of the Planning Code. 
 

B. Secretary of the Interior’s Standards. Pursuant to Section 1006.6(b) of the Planning Code, the 
proposed work shall comply with the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment 
of Historic Properties for significant and contributory buildings, as well as any applicable 
guidelines, local interpretations, bulletins, or other policies. Rehabilitation is the act or process 
of making possible a compatible use for a property through repair, alterations, and additions 
while preserving those portions or features that convey its historical, cultural, or architectural 
values. The Rehabilitation Standards provide, in relevant part(s): 

 
(1) Standard 1: A property will be used as it was historically or be given a new use that 

requires minimal change to its distinctive materials, features, spaces and spatial 
relationships. 
 
The proposal to install new irrigation will allow the property to continue its use as a publicly 
accessible landscape. New irrigation will not remove or alter the grid of pollarded trees and therefore 
does not change the landscapes distinctive materials, features, spaces, and spatial relationships.  
 

(2) Standard 2: The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The 
removal of historic materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a 
property shall be avoided. 
 
The proposal to excavate for the installation of irrigation lines will not result in an alteration of the 
historic landscape. Excavation will be limited to hand digging. Proposal includes a Tree Protection 
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Plan to ensure protection of the pollarded trees and spaces that characterize the property. All areas 
will be fully restored using in kind materials following installation of irrigation lines. These changes 
will not remove distinctive materials, nor irreversibly alter features that characterize the landscape.  

 
(3) Standard 3: Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, place and 

use. Changes that create a false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural 
features or elements from other historic properties, will not be undertaken. 
 
Not Applicable 
 

(4) Standard 4: Changes to a property that have acquired historic significance in their own 
right will be retained and preserved. 
 
Not Applicable 

 
(5) Standard 5: Distinctive features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of fine 

craftsmanship that characterize a property will be preserved.  
 
The proposal to install irrigation lines will not adversely affect the distinctive features of the subject 
property. Proposal includes a Tree Protection Plan to ensure protection of the pollarded trees and 
spaces that characterize the property. All areas will be fully restored using in kind materials 
following installation of irrigation lines. 

 
(6) Standard 6: Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced.  Where the 

severity of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature will 
match the old in design, color, texture, and where possible, materials.  Replacement of 
missing features will be substantiated by documentary and physical evidence.  
 
Not Applicable. 

 
(7) Standard 7: Chemical or physical treatments, if possible, will be undertaken using the 

gentlest means possible. Treatments that cause damage to historic materials will not be 
used. 
 
The proposal to excavate to install underground irrigation lines will be performed in a sensitive 
manner. Work is primarily limited to hand digging and applicant has prepared a Tree Protection 
Plan that will be used to ensure protection of the pollarded trees and spaces that characterize the 
property.  
 

(8) Standard 8: Archeological resources will be protected and preserved in place. If such 
resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures will be undertaken. 
 
Not Applicable. Department staff determined that no archaeological resources are expected within 
project area.   
 



Draft Motion No. XXXX RECORD NO 2019-017681COA 
September 2, 2020 REC & PARK: Music Concourse Irrigation 

 5 

(9) Standard 9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not 
destroy historic materials and features that characterize the building. The new work will 
be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, features, 
size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of the property and its 
environment. 

 
The proposal includes the installation of a new irrigation controller pedestal that is simple in design 
and painted dark green so as not to visually detract from the setting and landscape.  Furthermore, 
the proposal to excavate for the installation of underground irrigation lines will not result in a 
permanent alteration of the historic landscape. All excavation areas will be fully restored using in 
kind materials following installation of irrigation lines. 
 

(10) Standard 10: New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken 
in such a manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the 
historic property and its environment would be unimpaired. 

 
 Installation of underground irrigation lines and irrigation controller pedestal are fully reversible. 
If proposed irrigation lines and control pedestal were removed in the future, the essential form and 
integrity of the pollarded trees and Music Course landscape would not be impaired.  
 
 

C. Landmark No. 249. Article 10 of the Planning Code outlines specific findings for the 
Commission to consider when evaluating applications for alterations to Landmarks or within 
designated Historic Districts. 
 
Landmarks 

1. Pursuant to Section 1006.6(c) of the Planning Code, for applications pertaining to 
landmark sites, the proposed work shall preserve, enhance or restore, and shall not 
damage or destroy, the exterior architectural features of the landmark and, where 
specified in the designating ordinance pursuant to Section 1004(c), its major interior 
architectural features. The proposed work shall not adversely affect the special 
character or special historical, architectural or aesthetic interest or value of the 
landmark and its site, as viewed both in themselves and in their setting, nor of the 
historic district in applicable cases.  
 
The project is in conformance with Article 10, and as outlined in Appendix A, the work shall 
not adversely affect the Landmark site.   

 
2. Pursuant to of the Ordinance No. 278-05 designating the Music Concourse, Golden 

Gate Park, a Certificate of Appropriateness for the Music Concourse is required for 
“(n)ew excavation, including trenching other than for repair to existing pipes and 
conduits with the Concourse Bowl.” The project is in conformance with Article 10, and 
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the work is compatible with the specific review standards for the Music Concourse 
under Attachment G of the Landmark Designation as follows: 
 
The proposal to excavate to install irrigation lines will conform with the Music Concourse Tree 
Management Plan per Landmark Ordinance No. 278-05. Additionally, proposal includes a 
project-specific Tree Protection Plan to ensure protection of the pollarded trees and spaces that 
characterize the property. Work will primarily employ hand digging. All areas will be fully 
restored using in kind materials following installation of irrigation lines.  
 

 
7. General Plan Compliance.  The proposed Certificate of Appropriateness is, on balance, consistent 

with the following Objectives and Policies of the General Plan: 
 

RECREATION AND OPEN SPACE ELEMENT 
THE GOAL OF THE RECREATION AND OPEN SPACE ELEMENT IS TO CONTINUE THE 
CITY’S LEGACY OF FINE PARKS AND RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES, AND GUIDE THE 
CITY’S FUTURE DECISIONS SO THEY IMPROVE THAT OPEN SPACE SYSTEM FOR THE 
BENEFIT OF EVERYONE.  

 
OBJECTIVE 1:  
ENSURE A WELL-MAINTAINED, HIGHLY UTILIZED, AND INTEGRATED OPEN SPACE 
SYSTEM 
 
Policy 1.4 
Maintain and repair recreational facilities and open spaces to modern maintenance standards.  
 
Policy 1.6 
Support the continued improvement of Golden Gate Park while preserving the beauty of its 
landscape. 
 
Policy 1.12 
Preserve historic and culturally significant landscapes, sites, structures, buildings and objects. 
 

Policy 1.13 
Preserve and protect character-defining features of historic resources in City parks, when it is necessary 
to make alterations to accommodate new needs or uses. 

OBJECTIVE 4: 
PROTECT AND ENHANCE THE BIODIVERSITY, HABITAT VALUE, AND ECOLOGICAL 
INTEGRITY OF OPEN SPACES AND ENCOURAGE SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES IN THE 
DESIGN AND MANAGEMENT OF OUR OPEN SPACE SYSTEM 
 
Policy 4.4 
Include environmentally sustainable practices in construction, renovation, management and 
maintenance of open space and recreation facilities.  
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The goal of a Certificate of Appropriateness is to provide additional oversight for buildings, landscapes, and 
districts that are architecturally or culturally significant to the City in order to protect the qualities that are 
associated with that significance.    
 
The proposed project qualifies for a Certificate of Appropriateness and therefore furthers these policies and 
objectives by maintaining and preserving the character-defining features of the subject property for the future 
enjoyment and education of San Francisco residents and visitors.   

 
8. Planning Code Section 101.1(b) establishes eight priority-planning policies and requires review of 

permits for consistency with said policies.  On balance, the project complies with said policies in 
that:  
 
A) The existing neighborhood-serving retail uses will be preserved and enhanced and future 

opportunities for resident employment in and ownership of such businesses will be enhanced: 
 

The proposed project will not have an impact on neighborhood serving retail uses. 
 
B) The existing housing and neighborhood character will be conserved and protected in order to 

preserve the cultural and economic diversity of our neighborhoods: 
 

The proposed project is located in a park and therefore will not impact existing housing or neighborhood 
character. The proposed project is in conformance with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and 
therefore will preserve the character defining features of both the subject landmark and Golden Gate 
Park.    
 

C) The City’s supply of affordable housing will be preserved and enhanced: 
 

The project will not affect the City’s affordable housing supply. 
 
D) The commuter traffic will not impede MUNI transit service or overburden our streets or 

neighborhood parking: 
 

The proposed project will not result in commuter traffic impeding MUNI transit service or 
overburdening the streets or neighborhood parking.  

 
E) A diverse economic base will be maintained by protecting our industrial and service sectors 

from displacement due to commercial office development. And future opportunities for 
resident employment and ownership in these sectors will be enhanced: 

 
The proposed project will not affect industrial and service sectors.   

 
F) The City will achieve the greatest possible preparedness to protect against injury and loss of 

life in an earthquake. 
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All construction will be executed in compliance with all applicable construction and safety measures. 
 
G) That landmark and historic buildings will be preserved: 
 

The proposed project is in conformance with Article 10 of the Planning Code and the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards.   

 
H) Parks and open space and their access to sunlight and vistas will be protected from 

development: 
 
The proposed project will maintain character defining features of the Music Concourse and Golden Gate 
Park. The project will not impact the access to sunlight or vistas for the parks and open space. 
 

9. For these reasons, the proposal overall, appears to meet the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and 
the provisions of Article 10 of the Planning Code regarding Major Alterations.   
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DECISION 
That based upon the Record, the submissions by the Applicant, the staff of the Department and other 
interested parties, the oral testimony presented to this Commission at the public hearings, and all other 
written materials submitted by all parties, the Commission hereby APPROVES a Certificate of 
Appropriateness for the subject property located at Lot 001 in Assessor’s Block 1700 for proposed work in 
conformance with the architectural submittal dated July 30, 2020 and labeled Exhibit B on file in the docket 
for Record No. 2019-017681COA.   
 
APPEAL AND EFFECTIVE DATE OF MOTION:  The Commission's decision on a Certificate of 
Appropriateness shall be final unless appealed within thirty (30) days after the date of this Motion No. 
XXXXXX.  Any appeal shall be made to the Board of Appeals, unless the proposed project requires Board 
of Supervisors approval or is appealed to the Board of Supervisors as a conditional use, in which case 
any appeal shall be made to the Board of Supervisors (see Charter Section 4.135).  For further 
information, please contact the Board of Appeals at 49 South Van Ness Ave, Suite 1475 or call (628) 652-
1150. 
 
Duration of this Certificate of Appropriateness:  This Certificate of Appropriateness is issued pursuant to 
Article 10 of the Planning Code and is valid for a period of three (3) years from the effective date of approval 
by the Historic Preservation Commission.  The authorization and right vested by virtue of this action shall 
be deemed void and canceled if, within 3 years of the date of this Motion, a site permit or building permit 
for the Project has not been secured by Project Sponsor.  
 
THIS IS NOT A PERMIT TO COMMENCE ANY WORK OR CHANGE OF OCCUPANCY UNLESS NO 
BUILDING PERMIT IS REQUIRED.  PERMITS FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF BUILDING 
INSPECTION (and any other appropriate agencies) MUST BE SECURED BEFORE WORK IS STARTED 
OR OCCUPANCY IS CHANGED. 
 
I hereby certify that the Historical Preservation Commission ADOPTED the foregoing Motion on 
September 2, 2020. 
 
 
 
Jonas P. Ionin 
Commission Secretary 
 

AYES:     

NAYS:  

ABSENT:  

ADOPTED:  September 2, 2020 
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EXHIBIT A 
AUTHORIZATION UPDATE 
This authorization is for a Certificate of Appropriateness to allow Alterations located at the Music 
Concourse, Golden Gate Park, Assessor’s Block 1700, and Lot 001 pursuant to Planning Code Section(s) 
XXXXXX within the P District and a OS Height and Bulk District; in general conformance with plans, dated 
July 30, 2020, and stamped “EXHIBIT B” included in the docket for Record No. 2019-017681COA and 
subject to conditions of approval reviewed and approved by the Historic Preservation Commission on 
September 2, 2020 under Motion No XXXXXX.  This authorization and the conditions contained herein run 
with the property and not with a particular Project Sponsor, business, or operator. 
 
PRINTING OF CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL ON PLANS 
The conditions of approval under the 'Exhibit A' of this Historic Preservation Commission Motion No. 
XXXXXX shall be reproduced on the Index Sheet of construction plans submitted with the site or building 
permit application for the Project.  The Index Sheet of the construction plans shall reference to the 
Certificate of Appropriateness and any subsequent amendments or modifications.    
 
SEVERABILITY 
The Project shall comply with all applicable City codes and requirements.  If any clause, sentence, section 
or any part of these conditions of approval is for any reason held to be invalid, such invalidity shall not 
affect or impair other remaining clauses, sentences, or sections of these conditions.  This decision conveys 
no right to construct, or to receive a building permit.  “Project Sponsor” shall include any subsequent 
responsible party. 
 
CHANGES AND MODIFICATIONS   
Changes to the approved plans may be approved administratively by the Zoning Administrator.  
Significant changes and modifications of conditions shall require Historic Preservation Commission 
approval of a new Certificate of Appropriateness. In instances when Planning Commission also reviews 
additional authorizations for the project, Planning Commission may make modifications to the Certificate 
of Appropriateness based on majority vote and not required to return to Historic Preservation Commission. 
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HEAVY-DUTY ENCLOSURES
TOP ENTRY – STAINLESS STEEL

THE ULTIMATE TOP ENTRY ENCLOSURE
WEATHER RESISTANT—VANDAL RESISTANT
• 100% stainless steel construction assures long-term, rustproof durability and additional strength
• Three point locking mechanism, flush mounted access handle and heavy duty continuous hinge

ensures maximum security
• Removable, predrilled backboard and trays provide for easy installation of controllers
• Chameleon effect of the natural brushed stainless steel finish provides an unobtrusive quality
• 38” height with flip top access provides ease of viewing and programming
• Filtered side louvers at bottom and top allow passive cross flow ventilation
• Mounting template, stainless steel anchors and instructions
• Ten year limited warranty
• NEMA TYPE 3R rated  UL Listed
• All stainless steel enclosures may be powder coated in many colors at an additional charge

SB-16SS
16” Wide Enclosure
• 16” Wide, 38” High, 15.5" Deep
• NEMA TYPE 3R Weatherproof
• Three point locking door
• Padlock security provisions
• Mounting template and

J bolt anchors
• Standard tray and backboards

included

SB-22SS
24” Wide Enclosure
•	 24” Wide, 38” High, 17” Deep
•	 NEMA TYPE 3R Weatherproof
•	 Three point locking door
•	 Padlock security provisions
•	 Mounting template and  

J bolt anchors
•	 Standard tray and backboards

included

SPECIFICATION ON PAGE 42

SPECIFICATION ON PAGE 42

StrongBox  ■  2320 Meyers Ave.  ■  Escondido, CA 92029

Figure 1 - Strong Box Detail 
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Figure 2 - IRRIGATION PEDESTAL LOCATION (LOOKING WEST)
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Figure 3 - IRRIGATION PEDESTAL LOCATION (LOOKING NORTH)
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Appendix C:

Environmental Determination

Certificate of Appropriateness 
Case Number 2019-017681COA   
Golden Gate Park 
Music Concourse Irrigation 



 
 

 

 

CEQA Common Sense Exemption Determination 

PROPERTY INFORMATION/PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
Project Name Block/Lot(s) 

REC & PARK: Music Concourse Irrigation 1700/001 

Case No. Permit No. 

2019-017681ENV N/A 

☐ 
Addition/ 
Alteration ☐ 

Demolition (requires HRE for 
Category B Building) ☐ New Construction 

Project description for Planning Department approval. 

 

Recreation and Park Department proposes the installation of new irrigation lateral lines within the Music Concourse 
in Golden Gate Park by hand digging to avoid damage to trees. The maximum depth of excavation would be 1.5 
feet. 

 

 

STEP 1: EXEMPTION DETERMINATION 

The project has been determined to be exempt under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 

☒  Common Sense Exemption (CEQA Guidelines section 15061(b)(3) 

 
STEP 2: CEQA IMPACTS 
TO BE COMPLETED BY PROJECT PLANNER 

☐  Air Quality: Would the project add new sensitive receptors (specifically, schools, day care facilities, hospitals, 
residential dwellings, and senior-care facilities within an Air Pollution Exposure Zone? Does the project have 
the potential to emit substantial pollutant concentrations (e.g., backup diesel generators, heavy industry, diesel 
trucks, etc.)? (refer to EP _ArcMap > CEQA Catex Determination Layers > Air Pollution Exposure Zone) 

☒  Hazardous Materials: If the project site is located on the Maher map or is suspected of containing hazardous 
materials (based on a previous use such as gas station, auto repair, dry cleaners, or heavy manufacturing, or 
a site with underground storage tanks): Would the project involve 50 cubic yards or more of soil disturbance - 
or a change of use from industrial to residential?  If the applicant presents documentation of enrollment in the 
San Francisco Department of Public Health (DPH) Maher program, a DPH waiver from the Maher program, 
or other documentation from Environmental Planning staff that hazardous material effects would be less than 
significant (refer to EP_ArcMap > Maher layer). 

☐ 
Transportation: Does the project involve a childcare facility or school with 30 or more students, or a location 
1,500 sq. ft. or greater? Does the project have the potential to adversely affect transit, pedestrian and/or 
bicycle safety (hazards) or the adequacy of nearby transit, pedestrian and/or bicycle facilities? 



 
 

 

☒  Archeological Resources: Would the project result in soil disturbance/modification greater than two (2) feet 
below grade in an archeological sensitive area or eight (8) feet in a non-archeological sensitive area? If yes, 
archeo review is required (refer to EP_ArcMap > CEQA Catex Determination Layers >  
Archeological Sensitive Area) 

☐ 
Subdivision/Lot Line Adjustment: Does the project site involve a subdivision or lot line adjustment on a 
lot with a slope average of 20% or more? (refer to EP_ArcMap > CEQA Catex Determination Layers > 
Topography). If yes, Environmental Planning must issue the exemption. 

☐  Slope = or > 25%: Does the project involve any of the following: (1) square footage expansion greater than 
500 sq. ft. outside of the existing building footprint, (2) excavation of 50 cubic yards or more of soil, (3) new 
construction? (refer to EP_ArcMap > CEQA Catex Determination Layers > Topography) If box is checked, 
a geotechnical report is required and Environmental Planning must issue the exemption. 

☐  Seismic: Landslide Zone: Does the project involve any of the following: (1) square footage expansion greater 
than 500 sq. ft. outside of the existing building footprint, (2) excavation of 50 cubic yards or more of soil, (3) 
new construction? (refer to EP_ArcMap > CEQA Catex Determination Layers > Seismic Hazard Zones) If box 
is checked, a geotechnical report is required and Environmental Planning must issue the exemption. 

☐  Seismic: Liquefaction Zone: Does the project involve any of the following: (1) square footage expansion 
greater than 500 sq. ft. outside of the existing building footprint, (2) excavation of 50 cubic yards or more of 
soil, (3) new construction? (refer to EP_ArcMap > CEQA Catex Determination Layers > 
Seismic Hazard Zones) If box is checked, a geotechnical report will likely be required and 
Environmental Planning must issue the exemption. 

Comments and Planner Signature (optional): 
 
The project site is listed on the GeoTracker database as a “COMPLETED — CASE CLOSED” site. This means that a closure 
letter or other formal closure decision has been issued for the site because corrective action to ensure protection of human 
health, safety, and the environment, in accordance with standards set by the State, has been completed for the site. The 
project site once contained an underground storage tank, subject to the State Water Resources Control Board’s local 
oversight program (LOP). Under the LOP, the San Francisco Department of Public Health (acting as a certified local agency 
designated by the state) provided regulatory oversight for the abatement of any unauthorized releases of hazardous 
substances from underground storage tanks, in accordance with State laws and regulations. On April 25, 2001, the San 
Francisco Department of Public Health issued a Remedial Action Completion Certification for the underground storage tank 
for the DeYoung Museum at 25 Tea Garden Drive, San Francisco. 
 
Based on the performance standards required by the State to ensure that no adverse impacts with respect to public health 
and safety would occur, it can be clearly demonstrated that the project has no potential to have significant environmental 
effects with respect to hazardous substances on the site. 
 
On May 26, 2020, Planning Department staff archeologist determined that the project has the potential to adversely affect 
archeological resources. This impact may be avoided by implementation of RPD’s Standard Archeological Measure I 
(Discovery during Construction), with implementation of Standard Archeological Measures II (Monitoring) and/or III 
(Testing/ Data Recovery) in the event of a discovery during construction.  

 

 
STEP 3: PROPERTY STATUS - HISTORIC RESOURCE 
TO BE COMPLETED BY PROJECT PLANNER 

PROPERTY IS ONE OF THE FOLLOWING: (refer to Property Information Map) 

☒ Category A: Known Historical Resource. GO TO STEP 5. 

☐ Category B: Potential Historical Resource (over 45 years of age). GO TO STEP 4. 

☐ Category C: Not a Historical Resource or Not Age Eligible (under 45 years of age). GO TO STEP 6. 



 
 

 

 

STEP 4: PROPOSED WORK CHECKLIST 
TO BE COMPLETED BY PROJECT PLANNER 

Check all that apply to the project. 

☐ 1. Change of use and new construction. Tenant improvements not included. 

☐ 2. Regular maintenance or repair to correct or repair deterioration, decay, or damage to building. 

☐ 3. Window replacement that meets the Department’s Window Replacement Standards. Does not include storefront 
window alterations. 

☐ 4. Garage work. A new opening that meets the Guidelines for Adding Garages and Curb Cuts, and/or replacement 
of a garage door in an existing opening that meets the Residential Design Guidelines. 

☐ 5. Deck, terrace construction, or fences not visible from any immediately adjacent public right-of-way. 

☐ 6. Mechanical equipment installation that is not visible from any immediately adjacent public right-of-way. 

☐ 7. Dormer installation that meets the requirements for exemption from public notification under Zoning 
Administrator Bulletin No. 3: Dormer Windows. 

☐ 8. Addition(s) that are not visible from ay immediately adjacent public right-of-way for 150 feet in each direction; 
does not extend vertically beyond the floor level of the top story of the structure or is only a single story in height; 
does not have a footprint that is more than 50% larger than that of the original building; and does not cause the 
removal of architectural significant roofing features. 

Note: Project Planner must check box below before proceeding. 

☒ Project is not listed. GO TO STEP 5. 

☐ Project does not conform to the scopes of work. GO TO STEP 5. 

☐ Project involves four or more work descriptions. GO TO STEP 5. 

☐ Project involves less than four work descriptions. GO TO STEP 6. 

 

STEP 5: CEQA IMPACTS – ADVANCED HISTORICAL REVIEW 
TO BE COMPLETED BY PROJECT PLANNER 

Check all that apply to the project. 

☐ 
1. Project involves a known historical resource (CEQA Category A) as determined by Step 3 and conforms 
entirely to proposed work checklist in Step 4. 

☐  2. Interior alterations to publicly accessible spaces. 

☐ 
3. Window replacement of original/historic windows that are not “in-kind” but are consistent with existing 
historic character. 

☐  4. Façade/storefront alterations that do not remove, alter, or obscure character-defining features. 

☐ 
5. Raising the building in a manner that does not remove, alter, or obscure character-defining features. 

☐ 
6. Restoration based upon documented evidence of a building’s historic condition, such as historic photographs, 
plans, physical evidence, or similar buildings. 



 
 

 

☐ 
7. Addition(s), including mechanical equipment that are minimally visible from a public right-of-way and 
meet the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation. 

☒  8. Other work consistent with the Secretary of the Interior Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties 
(specify or add comments): 

 

Work consistent with the Secretary of the Interior's Standards per COA. 

 

☐  9. Other work that would not materially impair a historic district (specify or add comments): 

(Requires approval by Senior Preservation Planner/Preservation Coordinator) 

☐  10. Reclassification of property status. (Requires approval by Senior Preservation Planner/Preservation 

 ☐ Reclassify to Category A   ☐ Reclassify to Category C 

    a. Per HRER or PTR dated    (attach HRER or PTR)   
 
    b. Other (specify): 

Note: If ANY box in STEP 5 above is checked, a Preservation Planner MUST sign below. 

☒ 
Project can proceed with exemption review. The project has been reviewed by the Preservation Planner and 
can proceed with exemption review. GO TO STEP 6. 

Comments (optional):  

Preservation Planner Signature: Michelle A Taylor   11/14/2019 

 

 

STEP 6: EXEMPTION DETERMINATION 
TO BE COMPLETED BY PROJECT PLANNER 

☒  No further environmental review is required. The project is exempt under CEQA. There is no possibility of a 
significant effect on the environment. 

  Project Approval Action: 
RPD Staff Approval 
 

Signature:  

 If Discretionary Review before the Planning Commission is requested, 
the Discretionary Review hearing is the Approval Action for the project. 

 

 

Don Lewis      8/25/2020 

 Once signed or stamped and dated, this document constitutes an exemption pursuant to CEQA Guidelines and Chapter 31of the Administrative 
Code. In accordance with Chapter 31 of the San Francisco Administrative Code, an appeal of an exemption determination can only be filed 
within 30 days of the project receiving the approval action. Please note that other approval actions may be required for the project. Please 
contact the assigned planner for these approvals. 

  



 
 

 

STEP 7: MODIFICATION OF A CEQA EXEMPT PROJECT 
TO BE COMPLETED BY PROJECT PLANNER 

In accordance with Chapter 31 of the San Francisco Administrative Code, when a California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) exempt project changes after the Approval Action and requires a subsequent approval, the 
Environmental Review Officer (or his or her designee) must determine whether the proposed change 
constitutes a substantial modification of that project. This checklist shall be used to determine whether the 
proposed changes to the approved project would constitute a “substantial modification” and, therefore, be 
subject to additional environmental review pursuant to CEQA. 

MODIFIED PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Modified Project Description: 
 

 
DETERMINATION IF PROJECT CONSTITUTES SUBSTANTIAL MODIFICATION 

Compared to the approved project, would the modified project: 

☐  Result in expansion of the building envelope, as defined in the Planning Code; 

☐ 
Result in the change of use that would require public notice under Planning Code 

Sections 311 or 312; 

☐  Result in demolition as defined under Planning Code Section 317 or 19005(f)? 

☐  Is any information being presented that was not known and could not have been known at the 
time of the original determination, that shows the originally approved project may no longer 
qualify for the exemption? 

If at least one of the above boxes is checked, further environmental review is required. 

 

DETERMINATION OF NO SUBSTANTIAL MODIFICATION 

 The proposed modification would not result in any of the above changes. 

If this box is checked, the proposed modifications are exempt under CEQA, in accordance with prior 
project approval and no additional environmental review is required. This determination shall be posted on 
the Planning Department website and office and mailed to the applicant, City approving entities, and 
anyone requesting written notice. In accordance with Chapter 31, Sec 31.08j of the San Francisco 
Administrative Code, an appeal of this determination can be filed within 10 days of posting of this 
determination. 

Planner Name: Date: 
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01 56 39 - 1 Temporary Tree and Plant Protection 

SECTION 01 56 39 

TEMPORARY TREE AND PLANT PROTECTION 

PART 1 - GENERAL 

1.1 DESCRIPTION 

A. This section includes the requirements for the protection of existing trees and shrubs,
including entire structure of plant material above and below ground impacted by all
demolition and construction work under this contract.

B. Contractor is prohibited from stockpiling any excavation or construction materials within the
canopy of trees, on lawn areas or near shrubs.

C. Contractor shall immediately clean and remove any construction residue that falls within the
canopy of a tree or near shrubs.

1.2 RELATED SECTIONS 

A. Section 01 11 00 - Summary of Work.

B. Section 01 71 33 - Protection of Adjacent Construction

1.3 JOB CONDITIONS 

A. Pre-construction Meeting:
1. Prior to commencement of work, the Contractor shall arrange a meeting on the

site with the City Representative, General Contractor, and such others as the
City Representative shall direct to review the proposed schedule, the “Trees of
Concern”, the tree and landscape protection, submittals for this Section, the
coordination with work of other trades, and the selective thinning and clearing
requirements.

2. Adjustments to the type and extent of the protection shall be addressed at the
time of the meeting.

3. Contractor shall coordinate the meeting and inform all parties in writing (5)
business days in advance of the scheduled meeting.

B. Environmental Requirements:  Perform work only during suitable weather conditions.  Do
not disc, rototill, or work soil when frozen, excessively wet, or in otherwise unsatisfactory
condition.

C. Sequencing and Scheduling:  Adjust, relate together, and otherwise coordinate work of
this Section with work of Project and all other Sections of Project Specifications.



01 56 39 - 2 Temporary Tree and Plant Protection 

1.4 APPROVAL OF TRENCHING AND EXCAVATION 

A. The contractor shall obtain written approval from the City Representative and a certified 
Arborist prior to start of excavation work within the drip line of trees.  A Certified Arborist 
shall be retained as needed to provide written direction at the Contractor’s expense.

B. The Contractor is prohibited from using equipment for trench and excavation work within the 
planted areas or where root intrusion exists on asphalt pathways to be reconstructed.

C. In the event pruning is required for roots greater than 2” in diameter the Contractor shall 
receive written direction from the City Representative in coordination with Arborist prior to 
continuation of work.

1.5 NON-APPROVED TRENCHING 

A. In the event trenching or excavation is performed by the Contractor without the approval or 
not as shown on the Contract Drawings; the Contractor shall be subject to a fine equal to 
one half (½) day liquidated damages for every 10-feet.

1.6 DAMAGE TO TREES AND PAYMENT FOR DAMAGE 

A. If the Contractor should cause minor damage as defined by nicked tree trunks, limbs and
branches or broken branches to trees or shrubs during the course of construction, the
Contractor shall pay the following penalties at the beginning of each billing period:
1. The Contractor will be penalized the sum of One Hundred dollars ($100) for the first

incident which causes minor damage to trees or shrubs.
2. The Contractor will be penalized the sum of Two Hundred dollars ($200) for the

second incident which causes minor damage to trees or shrubs.
3. The Contractor will be penalized the sum of Five Hundred dollars ($500) for the third

and subsequent incidents which cause minor damage to trees or shrubs.

B. The Contractor shall replace any trees or shrubs that suffer more serious damage, including
damage to roots 2-inches in diameter or larger, during construction at no additional cost to
the City.  The City Representative shall determine the value of such replacement trees or
shrubs.  In addition to the Contractor’s restoration approved by the City Representative, the
Contractor will be assessed damages for the difference in the dollar value of the damaged
tree or other plant material, and the dollar value of the replacement.
1. The dollar value will be determined by the City Representative from the “Guide for

Establishing Values of Trees and Other Plants,”  prepared by the Council of Tree
and Landscape Appraisers, current edition.  Damages assessed will be deducted
from moneys due or that may become due to the Contractor.

C. The Contractor shall in addition be liable for the cost to the City for removing the damaged
tree(s).  This cost will cover 1.5 times the hourly wage of all person(s) at the site for the
required hours to remove the tree(s) and haul offsite as directed by the City Representative.
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1.7 EXCAVATION WORK 

A. All excavation work in planting bed shall be done by hand.

1.8 MANUAL EXCAVATION 

A. In areas where tree branches hang below 12-feet over the area to be excavated, adjacent to
elderly trees or as directed by the City Representative, the Contractor shall manually excavate
the trench.  No machinery shall be used in the areas so designated for manual excavation.

1.9 DAMAGE TO LAWNS, PLANTED AREAS, AND EXISTING IRRIGATION SYSTEMS 

A. Refer to the DPW Standard Specifications, Section 1009 – Restoration of Existing Lawn and
Other Planting.

1.10 EXCAVATION FOR CONCRETE PATHWAYS 

A. The Contractor’s vehicles and equipment shall not be driven off-road.

B. Vehicles and equipment shall be operated in such a manner as to avoid damage to tree and 
bush trunks, leaves and branches.

1.11 ASPHALT PAVING AND TRENCHING AND INSTALLATION OF UNDERGROUND UTILITIES 
NEAR TREE ROOTS 

A. The Contractor shall place all piping 3 ½-inches and smaller and all conduits a minimum of
18-inch below the existing finished grade.  New conduits shall be located at least 25-feet 
away from all tree trunks, 20-feet away from all buildings, 10-feet away from any pathway 
lighting, and 5 feet away from and parallel to any asphalt or concrete paths.

B. The Contractor shall place all piping 4-inches and larger a minimum of 3-feet below the 
existing finished grade except when approved by the City Representative to clear root 
systems.  In no case shall the 4-inch and larger pipe placed less than 2-feet below the 
finished grade.  Refer to the drawings for additional information when pipes cross over or 
under other pipes or conduit.

C. The Contractor shall not cut any tree roots over 2-inch in diameter unless an approved 
arborist and City Representative is consulted.  The Contractor shall bend and/or transition 
underground conduit and piping so that the conduit or piping will thread between tree roots.  
This 2-inch diameter tree root guideline is dependent of the species of tree or bush.  Various 
trees and bushes have a more fibrous root system, consequently, severing a large number 
of these roots can be as detrimental to certain species of trees as severing a fewer number 
of larger tree roots.

D. When possible, trenches shall not be run on the side of the tree exposed to prevailing winds 
as roots are primarily anchored on the windward side.  Trenches shall not be cut across 
more than one quadrant of the tree root zone.

E. Excavated material (fill and overlay) shall not be deposited under the leaf/needle canopy of 
established trees.  The excavated material shall be placed in piles along one side on a 
paved
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surface.  In no case shall the Contractor place the excavated material closer than 6-feet from 
the base of a tree. 

F. The Contractor shall be responsible for identifying all underground lighting, electrical control,
and irrigation utilities within the project site area.  The Department of Parks and Recreation
is not a party to or a participant in the Underground Service Alert (USA).  Rec/Park will not
be providing any field marking service, protecting, and warning the Contractor of the
underground facilities.  As-built drawings and reference drawings of Rec/Park facilities are
not available.  As part of the contract work, the Contractor shall be required to locate, probe,
determine, and flag or mark all underground facilities including, but not limited to, metal and
plastic conduits and pipelines, sprinkler heads, quick couplers, valves boxes, controller
boxes, pull boxes, prior to excavation.

G. The Contractor shall replace all affected areas with new sod grass, decomposed granite,
new concrete, or asphalt paving within 10 calendar days after beginning trench excavation.
All trenches in pathways and planting areas shall be temporarily covered for immediate use.
The Contractor shall not accumulate affected areas for group planting of sod or group paving
of trench.

H. The Contractor shall locate quick couplers and lateral lines.  The Contractor shall cap tees
as shown on the drawings unless located in the field directly under the tree drip line.  In
these cases, obtain the City Representatives approval for relocating the fitting(s).

PART 2 - PRODUCTS 

2.1 TEMPORARY PROTECTION OF EXISTING TREES AND LANDSCAPE PLANTING 

A. Tree Protection fencing shall be composed of 6’ tall chain link fence and posts, refer to
drawings for additional information.

B. Temporary materials, new or used, that are adequate in capacity for the required usage,
must not create unsafe conditions, and must not violate requirements of applicable Laws
and Regulations, and shall be approved by the City Representative.

C. Protection bedding mulch:  Recycled wood chips to conform to the following:
1. Mulch pieces should typically be heavy toothpick-like, 2-inch dimension.

PART 3 - EXECUTION 

3.1 GENERAL 

A. Provide protection for existing landscape planting to remain including, but not limited to,
trees, shrubs, and ground cover.

B. Contractor shall provide Temporary Protection suitable for the protection of the landscape
planting immediately adjacent to the construction limit of work line, and as directed by the
City Representative.

C. The Contractor shall coordinate all other trades and work.

D. All trees to be retained shall be enclosed by fencing on the work side when Tree
Protection Zone is located inside, adjacent to, or within 10 feet of the limit of work, prior to
demolition, grubbing, or grading.
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E. Trees to be retained shall be pruned for clearance as required under supervision of a 
certified Arborist and Park staff.

F. Temporary Protection shall be kept in place for the duration of the Project, maintained 
during construction, and temporarily relocated as required by the progress of the 
construction at no additional cost to the City.

3.2 PREPARATION 

A. Stake the location of Temporary Protection barriers and fencing as noted above for the
approval of the City Representative prior to installation of Temporary Protection fencing.
Place location stakes at corners and ends and 30 feet on center maximum.

B. Notify the City Representative at least two weeks in advance of the date for on-site
review of the staking.

C. Place six inches (6") of organic mulch over existing grade within Temporary Protection
fencing for existing trees to remain.

3.3 INSTALLATION 

A. Install Temporary Protection for tree and landscape planting, as specified herein and as
approved in the field by the City Representative and Landscape Architect.  Install all other
Temporary Protection in locations approved in the field by the City Representative and
Landscape Architect.
1. Install posts at 10-foot intervals maximum, at corners, and at other changes in

direction.  Posts shall be set firmly in undisturbed soil, plumb and with a minimum
of exposed height as specified.  Securely attach fencing at a minimum of three
points.

2. On pavement, provide self-supporting chain link fencing that does not require
anchorage into the pavement.

3. Install hay bales or rolls of erosion control wattling, secured around trunk to a
height of 6 feet.

B. Fencing to be relocated closer to trees to remain to accommodate the sequence of
construction shall be reviewed by the City Representative and Arborist prior to relocation.
No removals or construction shall occur without the City Representative’s and Arborist’s
approval of the new fence location.

C. Completely remove Temporary Protection, including foundations, associate materials and
equipment at the completion of the Project or as directed by the City Representative.

D. Restore and recondition areas of site damaged or disturbed by barrier installation and
removal.

3.4 PROHIBITED ACTIVITIES:  

A. The following are activities prohibited under existing tree canopies and within protected
landscape planting areas:
1. Excavating or trenching under tree canopies is prohibited and shall be permitted

only under the following conditions:
2. When excavating or trenching within the canopy of trees to remain, the Owner

shall be given 48 hours notice.  Exercise extreme care during excavation to
prevent damage to roots and in a manner that will cause minimum damage to the
root system.  Such work shall not occur without a professional arborist to perform
compensatory root and branch pruning.
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3. Prune injured roots cleanly with clean charp tools, but only if absolutely necessary 
for laying pipe.  Backfill as soon as possible.

4. Where tunneling around roots is not practical, roots shall be cut off approximately 
six inches (6") from construction.

5. Exposed roots shall not be allowed to dry out before permanent backfill is placed. 
Temporary earth cover shall be provided, or exposed roots shall be packed with 
wet peat moss or four (4) layers of wet untreated burlap and temporarily 
supported and protected from damage until permanently covered with backfill.

6. Thinning shall not remove more than thirty percent (30%) of the existing leaf 
surface.

7. Ripping or tearing of roots will not be allowed.
B. Placing backfill under protected trees unless indicated otherwise.  Where fill is required

for grading, and as indicated on the Drawings, do not fill above existing grade line at
trunks.  Fill soil must percolate at a rate of 1" per hour minimum.

C. Damage to trunk, canopy, or limbs caused by maneuvering of vehicles or equipment, or
stacking of materials and equipment.

D. Driving or parking vehicles; storage of vehicles, equipment, or supplies.

E. Disposing of paint, petroleum products, dirty water, soil sterilants, concrete slurry or other
deleterious materials on or around roots or on any landscape areas.

F. Changing site grades which cause drainage to flow into or to collect near protected trees.

G. Using protected trees as support posts, power poles, crane stays, sign posts, or
anchorage for ropes, guy wires, power lines, or other similar functions.

H. Damage to root system from flooding, erosion, excessive wetting or drying resulting from
dewatering or other operations.

I. Excessive water or heat from equipment, utility line construction, or burning of trash
under or near shrubs or trees.

3.5 REPLACEMENT OF DAMAGED LANDSCAPE PLANTING 

A. Trees and plants destroyed or damaged beyond repair due to Contractor's negligence,
failure to provide adequate protection, or failure to perform recommended selective
pruning shall be compensated by the Contractor at no additional cost to the City.
1. Damage beyond repair that requires replacement shall be determined by the City

Representative.
2. Replacement shall include the replacement plant material, transportation,

installation, a 30-day maintenance period, and a one year warranty.
3. Planting location for replacements may be different from the original location and

shall be determined by the City Representative.

B. Replace shrubs, ground cover and turf with plants similar in species, size and shape.

C. Replace trees with plants of same species, size and shape.

D. Replacements for trees of 2"-8" caliper shall be replaced with similar sized plants; trees
over 8" caliper shall be 60" box size.

E. Since age and size of existing tree may prohibit replacement with same size tree, the
difference in caliper between size of damaged tree and replacement of tree shall be
compensated by the Contractor.



 01 56 39 - 7 Temporary Tree and Plant Protection 

F. Contractor shall fell trees to be removed so that trees to remain are not injured. 

END OF SECTION 
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