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BACKGROUND
The Planning Department (Department) is requesting review and comment before the Architectural
Review Committee (ARC) regarding the proposal to partially restore, reconstruct and realign existing
Path of Gold Light Standards to accommodate a new Overhead Catenary System (OCS, i.e. the overhead
wires) to increase transit service along Market Street. The Path of Gold Light Standards is located on
Market Street in the public right-of-way. There are a total of 327 existing lights which are designated
under Article 10 of the Planning Code (San Francisco Landmark #200). The proposed project only
addresses 236 of the 327 lights, which are within the larger scope of the Better Market Street project. The
proposal would combine new transportation infrastructure with the replacement and partial restoration
of identified elements of these landmark structures.

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
The Path of Gold Light Standards project was initiated in 1908 as part of the City Beautiful movement
and as a solution for the unsightly overhead wires that the United Railways needed to power their
trolleys along Market Street. With installment beginning in 1916, the lights feature three components, the
overall ensemble of which was designed by master architect Willis Polk:
•

•
•

The bases, which reflect a scene named Winning the West, were designed by sculptor Arthur
Putnam and feature three bands of historical subjects: ox-drawn covered wagons with weary
pioneer and dog, seated pumas looking down at a scared jackrabbit and overlooked by an Indian
head, and alternating prospectors and mounted Indians.
The highly ornamental poles with decorative collars that currently serve to protect the welded
pieces of the poles.
The trident tops and light globes designed in 1916 by sculptor Leo Lentelli and engineer Walter
D’Arcy Ryan.

By the mid-1920s, all lights installed along Market Street from the Embarcadero to Valencia Street had
been fitted with bases, poles, collars, and trident tops all painted in a dark green color. During the 19721973 Market Street Beautification project all existing lights (bases and poles) were replaced with replicas
with all decorative components being made of cast-iron except for the steel poles, lamp globes, and newly
installed high pressure sodium vapor lamps. At this point, the light standards were repainted gold with
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blue accents and some were relocated out of the alignment at the time. In the mid-1980s, the Path of Gold
Light Standards was extended further down Market Street to just beyond Castro Street (where it ends
today) and was once again repainted to its existing blue with minor gold accents. The 1991 Landmark
Designation Ordinance covers all existing 327 light standards from the Embarcadero to just beyond
Castro Street.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION
The Sponsor proposes to partially restore, replace and realign 236 of the 327 existing lights located along
a 2.2 mile stretch of Market Street from the Embarcadero (Steuart Street) to Octavia Boulevard as one
component of the larger Better Market Street plan. The proposed project will result in an increased overall
height of the lights from the existing 32 feet 3 inches to 38 feet and realignment of the Path of Gold Light
Standards. The Sponsor has proposed three project options:
Option A
Bases
The proposal will fabricate new Winning the West bases re-cast in aluminum from the original casts used
in the 1972 Market Street Beautification project (currently housed with SFPUC). The new decorative base
will increase in overall height and diameter size by 33% to enlarge pinch points enough to accommodate
the new 750 OCS. The new decorative base will account for approximately 24.4% of the new overall
height (9’-1” tall).
Poles
The proposal will increase the existing pole rings by 30% spaced evenly between the base and the trident
top to accommodate the new 750 OCS. Additionally, the proposal will also fabricate new ornamental
collars that would be installed and spaced proportionately based on the existing proportions. Presently,
the collars are segmented and needed to protect the welds of the existing poles however, the new poles
will be one single piece and the new collars will be purely ornamental to preserve the look and
proportions of the original poles.
Trident Tops
The existing trident light fixtures and light globes will be restored and reused at top of the new poles.
Where existing cast iron features of the tridents have deteriorated, they will be recast and reinstalled. The
high-pressure sodium lights installed in 1972 will be replaced with energy efficient LED lights.
Alignment and Paint Color
The current alignment of the Path of Gold Light Standards was one outcome of the 1970s Market Street
Beautification project, which realigned select light standards along Market Street such that there was no
longer a single straight alignment. The proposed project would include moving the Path of Gold toward
the buildings and creating a single alignment from the Steuart Street to Van Ness Avenue to allow for the
widening of Market Street for new bicycle lanes. Additionally, the proposed project will restore the
original paint color for the Path of Gold based on analysis of existing samples and historic photographs
and descriptions and a durable powder coat finish will be applied throughout.
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Option B
Bases
The proposal will fabricate new Winning the West bases re-cast in aluminum from the original casts used
in the 1972 Market Street Beautification project (currently housed with SFPUC). The new decorative base
will increase horizontally by 3.6 inches to accommodate the new 750 OCS. The new decorative base will
account for approximately 18.4% of the new overall height (6’-9.5” tall).
Poles
The proposal would utilize an SFMTA standard 770 trolley pole, which will result in an increase in pole
ring size by 15% spaced evenly between the base and the trident top to accommodate the new 750 OCS.
Additionally, the proposal will also fabricate new ornamental collars that would be installed and spaced
evenly between the base and the trident top. Presently, the collars are segmented and needed to protect
the welds of the existing poles however, the new poles will be one single piece and the new collars will be
purely ornamental to preserve the look and proportions of the original poles.
Trident Tops
The existing trident light fixtures and light globes will be restored and reused at top of the new poles.
Where cast iron components of the trident have deteriorated, they will be recast and reinstalled. The
high-pressure sodium lights installed in 1972 will be replaced with energy efficient LED lights.
Alignment and Paint Color
The current alignment of the Path of Gold Light Standards was one outcome of the 1970s Market Street
Beautification project, which realigned select light standards along Market Street such that there was no
longer a single straight alignment. The proposed project would include moving the Path of Gold toward
the buildings and creating a single alignment from the Steuart Street to Van Ness Avenue to allow for the
widening of Market Street for new bicycle lanes. Additionally, the proposed project will restore the
original paint color for the Path of Gold based on analysis of existing samples and historic photographs
and descriptions and a durable powder coat finish will be applied throughout.
Option C
Bases
The proposal will fabricate new Winning the West bases re-cast in aluminum from the original casts used
in the 1972 Market Street Beautification project (currently housed with SFPUC). The new decorative base
will be increased by 15% proportionately and increased horizontally by 1.8 inches to accommodate the
new 750 OCS. The new decorative base will account for approximately 21% of the new overall height (7.8’
tall).
Poles
The proposal would utilize an SFMTA standard 770 trolley pole, which will result in an increase in pole
ring size by 15% spaced evenly between the base and the trident top to accommodate the new 750 OCS.
Additionally, the proposal will also fabricate new ornamental collars that would be installed and spaced
evenly between the base and the trident top. Presently, the collars are segmented and needed to protect
the welds of the existing poles however, the new poles will be one single piece and the new collars will be
purely ornamental to preserve the look and proportions of the original poles.
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Trident Tops
The existing trident light fixtures and light globes will be restored and reused at top of the new poles.
Where cast iron components of the trident have deteriorated, they will be recast and reinstalled. The
high-pressure sodium lights installed in 1972 will be replaced with energy efficient LED lights.
Alignment and Paint Color
The current alignment of the Path of Gold Light Standards was one outcome of the 1970s Market Street
Beautification project, which realigned select light standards along Market Street such that there was no
longer a single straight alignment. The proposed project would include moving the Path of Gold toward
the buildings and creating a single alignment from the Steuart Street to Van Ness Avenue to allow for the
widening of Market Street for new bicycle lanes. Additionally, the proposed project will restore the
original paint color for the Path of Gold based on analysis of existing samples and historic photographs
and descriptions and a durable powder coat finish will be applied throughout.

OTHER ACTIONS REQUIRED
The proposed project is being brought to the ARC for review and comment prior to review by the HPC of
a request for Certificates of Appropriateness pursuant to Article 10 of the Planning Code.

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW
The proposed project is currently undergoing environment review as a component of the Better Market
Street Project EIR (in progress) under Case No. 2014.0012E.

PUBLIC/NEIGHBORHOOD INPUT
To date, the Department has received no public comment regarding the proposed project.

STAFF ANALYSIS
The Department seeks the initial feedback of the ARC regarding the three options proposed for the scope
of work. Additionally, the Department seeks advice of the ARC with regard to compatibility of the
project with Article 10 and of the Planning Code, the designating Ordinance, and the Secretary of the
Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation (Secretary’s Standards). The project involves proposed changes to a
local landmark (Landmark #200). For efficiency, the Department is reviewing the proposal under
Secretary’s Standards unless the designating Ordinance or Appendix to Article 10 includes specific
standards. The Department would like the ARC to consider the following information:
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation
Standard #2
The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of distinctive
materials or alterations of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that characterize the property
will be avoided.
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Standard #3
Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, place and use. Changes that
create a false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural features or elements
from other historic properties, will not be undertaken.
Standard #5
Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of fine
craftsmanship that characterize a property will be preserved.
Standard #9
New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic
materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work will be
differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale
and proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of the property and its environment.
RECOMMENDATIONS:
Project Options: Staff is requesting review and comment from the ARC on Options A, B and C for the
proposed project. Each option will result in an enlarged decorative base and pole to accommodate the
new 750 OCS and will oversee the restoration and reinstallation of the trident tops and light globes with
new LED lights. However, the proportions of the decorative base will vary with each option.
Option A: The new decorative base will increase in diameter by approximately 9.6 inches and will
be 9’-1”tall.
Option B: The new decorative base will increase in diameter by approximately 4 inches and will
be 6’-9.5” tall.
Option C: The new decorative base will increase in diameter by approximately 7 inches and will
be 7.8’ tall.
Recommendation #1: The Department recommends that Option C be pursued because the
proportions of the existing Path of Gold Light Standards would be retained within the overall
new height of the light standards in such a manner that would not compromise the pedestrian
experience or the replicated artwork of the new decorative bases. Option A and B do not appear
to be compatible with the Landmark due to the fact that the decorative base will become
overwhelmingly enlarged and/or “stretched” as a result of the project.
Better Market Street Project Area: The historic the Path of Gold Light Standards footprint was located
along Market Street and spanned from the Embarcadero to Valencia Street. In the mid-1980s, the footprint
was extended west to just beyond Castro Street. The Designation Ordinance for the Path of Gold Light
Standards includes a total of 327 existing structures. The proposed project encompasses 236 of the
existing 327 Path of Gold Light Standards, extending from the Embarcadero to Octavia Boulevard.
Recommendation #2: The Department recommends that all 327 of the existing landmarked Path
of Gold Light Standards be undertaken as part of this project to ensure consistency and
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continuity of the landmark and all its features. Only undertaking 236 of the 327 landmarked
structures may disrupt the visual uniformity of the landmark.
Ongoing Maintenance Plan: Currently, the landmark structures are in various states of needed repair
and maintenance. As proposed, the project does not include an ongoing maintenance plan for the Path of
Gold Light Standards.
Recommendation #3: The Department recommends that a maintenance plan be prepared as part
of the Certificate of Appropriateness application to be reviewed by the Historic Preservation
Commission at a later date and considered a Condition of Approval for the entitlement. If the
ARC recommends that only the proposed 236 light standards be included in the scope of work,
then the Department recommends that the maintenance plan be developed to still include all 327
Path of Gold Light Standards.

REQUESTED ACTION

Specifically, the Department seeks comments on:
• The project recommendations proposed by staff.
• The compatibility of the project with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards.

ATTACHMENTS
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Project sponsor Certificate of Appropriateness application and supplemental narrative
Project Sponsor plan submittal entitled, “Path of Gold Lighting Restoration and Replacement
Proposal,” dated February 21, 2018
Path of Gold Light Standards, Landmark No. 200, Designating Ordinance
Path of Gold Light Standards DPR 523L Form, taken from the Draft Better Market Street Project
EIR (in progress), dated November 11, 2014
Appendix J to Article 10 – Civic Center Historic District
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Attachment 1

Path of Gold Application for CoA- Attachments
3. Project Description
The Path of Gold Restoration and Replacement Project (“the Proposed Project”) is a part of the
City’s proposed Better Market Street Program to reconstruct and reconfigure 2.2 miles of Market
Street between Octavia Boulevard and the Embarcadero. Better Market Street will bring
transformative transportation, streetscape and safety improvements to San Francisco’s busiest
pedestrian street, busiest bicycle thoroughfare and busiest transit corridor, making it safer and
easier for people to get around and creating a vibrant and inclusive destination where people
want to live, work and visit. The City is proposing to take advantage of this once-in-a-generation
investment in the infrastructure of Market Street to restore and replace the Path of Gold Light
Standards (San Francisco Landmark #200). The Proposed Project will replace the existing
replica Winning the West bases with new ornamental bases created from the original castings;
replace the steel poles with new, taller and thicker poles to support the Muni overhead wires
and meet current California Public Utilities Commission standards and ensure AASHTO’s
Strength and Serviceability compliance; and refurbish the existing Path of Gold Light Standards
on Market Street between the Embarcadero and Octavia Boulevard.
4. Table: Not Applicable
Narrative Project Description
The Path of Gold Restoration and Replacement Project (“the Proposed Project”) is a part
of the City’s vision for a Better Market Street, a proposal to reconstruct and reconfigure 2.2 Miles
of Market Street between Octavia Boulevard and the Embarcadero. San Francisco Public Works
(“Public Works”) is leading a complex, multi-agency team of City and County agencies, including
the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency (“SFMTA”), San Francisco Public Utilities
Commission (“SFPUC”), the San Francisco Planning Department (“Planning”), the San Francisco
County Transportation Authority (“CTA”), to plan, design and construct a Better Market Street.
Better Market Street will deliver transformative transportation, streetscape and safety
improvements to San Francisco’s main artery and civic backbone of San Francisco.
Market Street anchors the Muni transit system, with the many of its routes operating on or
crossing the street itself. Furthermore, Market Street is the busiest pedestrian and bicycle
thoroughfare in San Francisco. The existing conditions on Market Street, mostly constructed
almost 50 years ago when the BART and Muni Metro underground systems were built, are not
adequate to support safe, accessible and efficient travel in today’s San Francisco. Market Street
is among one of the slowest corridors in the Muni transit system (average speeds between 4.9-

5.8 mph). With a transit-first emphasis, Better Market Street proposes to improve the existing
Muni network on Market Street by supporting more efficient and reliable travel by the buses and
streetcars that travel it every day.
Due to conflicts and collisions between different modes of transportation, Market Street is
one of the City’s designated high-injury corridors. Overall, these conflicts contribute to a collision
rate (67 MUNI/automobile collisions and 53 bicyclist or pedestrian/automobile collisions on Market
Street for the period 2012-2013) that makes Market Street one of the most dangerous streets in
San Francisco. Better Market Street envisions a universally-accessible corridor that ensures a
more efficient and safe transportation network than what exists today.
In addition to the reconfiguration needed to ensure safe and efficient mobility for the next
generation of San Franciscans, Market Street also needs a significant investment in the
infrastructure just to support the hundreds of thousands of pedestrians walking the sidewalks,
tens of thousands of Muni riders in the buses and streetcars, and the thousands of bicyclists that
use the street every day. Better Market Street will replace, and upgrade, the aging infrastructure,
including streetlights, traffic signals, streetcar tracks, overhead wires and underground utilities,
needed to accommodate our growing, 21st-century city.
Part of this necessary investment in infrastructure includes replacing and upgrading Muni’s
Overhead Catenary System (“OCS,” i.e. the overhead wires) that provide electrical power to the
trolley buses and streetcars on Market. This system is secured at the top of the steel pole that
supports the Path of Gold Light Standards (i.e. just below the base of the ornamental trident
fixture). The original Path of Gold installation was conceived of in 1908 as a mitigation for the
unsightly overhead wires that United Railways needed to power their trolleys. The Winning the
West bases by sculptor Arthur Putnam, the Path of Gold Light Standards by sculptor Leo Lentelli
and engineer Walter D’Arcy Ryan, and the poles themselves were in place east of 7th Street by
1916 and the system was extended in the 1920s to Valencia Street.

The original installation

poles and ornaments were then replaced with replicas as a part of the Market Street
Redevelopment Plan in 1972. Finally, in the 1980s, the Path of Gold standards were extended to
the Castro.
The new OCS installation proposed as part of Better Market Street will be able to power
a significant increase in Muni service along Market Street, allowing SFMTA to meet the
transportation needs of the growing City. However, the steel poles that support the OCS will now
have to meet new strength and serviceability design requirements and new standard operating
height requirements as set forth by SFMTA and California Public Utilities Commission
guidelines.

As more trolley wires and OCS hardware are added to meet the new transit needs,
these additional weights will increase the load on the current poles, putting most of them over
their load capacity. The current Path of Gold pole type will not be able to accommodate these
requirements. Taller, larger diameter poles with greater load capacity are needed to support the
increased load demand of multiple guywires supporting a heavier OCS hardware. In addition,
the existing poles are segmented, i.e. fabricated from three sectional pieces that are welded
together. Segmented poles have increased stress (weak points) where they are welded and are
no longer recommended. In addition, the welded pieces also have a higher potential of rusting
and deteriorating more quickly. Based on a preliminary engineering assessment by Public
Work’s structural engineers, the SFMTA standard 770 trolley pole is the best structural solution
to meet all the current guidelines and standards.
In addition, California Public Utilities Commission requires the trolley wire to be at a
minimum of 18’ and SFMTA’s standard operating height for historic cars is 18.5’ and 19.5’ for
trolley buses. The current OCS height along Market Street varies and in many cases do not
meet either the required minimum heights or preferred operating heights. In order to meet these
OCS height requirements, the attachment height of the supporting guywires will need to be
increased. The current poles could not support an increased attachment height, but the
proposed SFMTA standard 770 trolley pole will.
To meet today’s engineering and operating standards and regulatory requirements,
Better Market Street is proposing a larger pole to support the new OCS system. This proposal
for a larger pole will require modifications to Path of Gold light standards landmark – both
increasing the overall size of the landmark, adjusting the proportions of the various elements as
well as fabricating new, larger Winning the West bases. The proposed Path of Gold Restoration
and Replacement Project is a proposal to take advantage of this necessary infrastructure
improvement to restore the Path of Gold Light Standards – bringing back the detail of the
Winning the West sculpture, which are no longer legible on the existing bases, whether because
of the quality of the replicas or because they have been painted over so many times; restoring
the original color; and ensuring that the landmark is in good repair for the next 50 years.
There is an alternative, which the project team considered but determined to be a less
desirable: that would be to leave the existing replicas untouched and instead add approximately
200 additional poles to Market Street to support the OCS. The Better Market Street team
believes this would diminish the overall aesthetic experience and historic nature of Market

Street and would undermine the original intent of the Path of Gold installation which was to
mitigate the unsightly overhead wire installation by combining it with a beautiful civic monument.
Finally, it is important to note that Better Market Street proposes to change the alignment
of the Path of Gold Light Standards along the length of Market Street between Van Ness and
Valencia. The reconfiguration of Market Street will include the addition of a new bicycle lane –
and the Path of Gold would need to be relocated closer to the adjacent buildings in order to
make room for this new transportation facility. The Better Market Street team is proposing to use
this new alignment to create a single, uniform alignment from Van Ness to Steuart Street where
today there are five typical alignments on this stretch. The Proposed Project would move the
Path of Gold back towards the buildings and create a single alignment from the waterfront
through Van Ness Avenue.
The Better Market Street team recognizes the importance of the Path of Gold Light
Standards as an integral historic landmark iconic to San Francisco. The Proposed Project will
meet the needs of a growing city while ensuring the preservation and restoration of the Landmark.
We propose to restore and replicate the Winning the West bases at a larger size that fits over the
new, larger diameter proposed pole; restore and replicate the ornamental collars that protected
the welds of the segmented poles; preserve and refurbish the existing trident light fixtures;
increase the height of the overall installation while preserving the proportional relationship
between the various decorative elements; and repaint the poles with the original color from 1916.

Please summarize how your project meets the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment
of Historic Properties, in particular the Guidelines for Rehabilitation and will retain character-defining
features of the building and/or district:
The Proposed Project will both restore and replace the Path of Gold Light Standards on
Market Street between the Embarcadero and Octavia Boulevard. Pursuant to Section 1004 of the
City Planning Code, Chapter II, Part II of the San Francisco Municipal Code, the Path of Gold
Light Standards were designated as historic landmark #200 in 1991. The historical features
consist of the ornamental poles and lamp globes. The history of the fixtures date back to 1916,
when they were first installed from the Ferry Building to Seventh Street as a civic design element
to mitigate the unsightly overhead trolley wires. Designed by Willis Polk, Arthur Putnam, Leo
Lentelli and Walter D’Arcy Ryan, the Path of Gold Light Standards are a product of the City
Beautiful Movement. They were constructed to illuminate Market Street and provide a pattern of
light from distant vantage points in San Francisco. The original installations were replaced with
replicas in 1972 as part of the Market Street Beautification Project, and then the Path of Gold
extended to the Castro in the 1980s. Out of the 327 total Path of Gold fixtures, 236 are within the
scope of Better Market Street.
As determined by the Better Market Street Historic Resource Evaluation, Part 1,
conducted by San Francisco Planning Department’s Preservation Staff, within the inventory of
Market Street features, the Path of Gold Light Standards are considered to be a small-scale
landscape feature with character-defining elements. It is also an individual Landmark. The Path
of Gold Light Standard Landmark consist of the individual light fixtures, including the pole,
octagonal base, the trident-shaped light fixture and the lamp globes. All of the decorative
components are made of cast iron with the exception of the steel pole, the lamp globes and the
high pressure sodium vapor lamps, installed in 1972 as a part of the Market Street Redevelopment
Plan. The octagonal base has three separate carvings each featuring different historical subjects,
which include covered wagons, mountain lions, and alternating prospectors and Native Americans.
The Proposed Project would combine a new investment in transportation infrastructure
with the restoration and replacement of the identified elements of Landmark #200. The proposal
would use an SFMTA standard 770 trolley pole, which will be taller and wider than the existing
pole. This larger pole is needed to meet the engineering and operational requirements of
supporting the new OCS system needed to increase transit service on Market Street. It is also
needed to meet regulatory requirements from the California Public Utilities Commission regarding
height of the OCS.

The proposal would fabricate new Winning the West bases that would fit around the new
larger-diameter poles, with careful attention to replicating the details of the sculpture and
maintaining the key proportions of the Landmark. SFPUC is in possession of the original casts
that were used to create the replicas for the 1972 Market Street Redevelopment Plan. The
Proposed Project would use these castings to ensure that the replacements retain the characterdefining features of the original. The existing bases on Market Street do not have the same level
of detail as the original castings – whether because of the quality of the replicas or the number of
coats of paint that have been applied.
The Proposed Project would fabricate new ornamental collars that would be installed at a
similar proportion to the existing collars on the new, taller poles. The exiting poles are segmented
and need these collars to protect the welds, but our new pole would be a single piece. The collars
are purely decorative and would be reinstalled to preserve the look and proportions of the original
poles.
The Proposed Project would restore the existing trident light fixtures – and place them on
top of the new poles. The high pressure sodium lights installed in 1972 would be replaced by
energy efficient LED lights (although is a separate project that will be executed by the SFPUC
even without Better Market Street and has independent utility and logical termini). The Proposed
Project would also restore the original paint color and alignment for the Path of Gold.
The proposal for the new Path of Gold Light Standards consists of three alternatives for
the Winning the West sculpture: scaling the existing size of the by 33%, adjusting the width of the
octagonal base but not the height, or a hybrid of the two options. The Better Market Street team
has assessed these alternatives as feasible solutions that have the least potential impact on the
character-defining features of the Path of Gold. Overall, the project team believes that the
proposal is compliant with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic
Properties in that the replacement and restoration of the existing Path of Gold Light Standards
will not instill a false sense of history, use harmful chemical or physical treatments, or cause
impairment to the historic property and the surrounding environment.

Findings of Compliance with General Preservation Standards
2) The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of
distinctive materials or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that
characterize the property will be avoided;
The restored Path of Gold will replicate the cast metal materiality – using cast aluminum instead
of cast iron. The decorative octagonal bases will retain ornamentation by using the original mold
as designed by sculptor, Arthur Putnam, in the recasting. A three-dimensional scan of the
original castings would allow the Proposed Project to reproduce the quality and detail of the
original castings in the new castings. The existing decorative collars would also be recast and
the original paint collar for the Light Standards restored. In addition, the Proposed Project will
restore the existing trident light fixtures and place them on top of the new poles. Finally, with
the reconfiguration of Market Street to allow a new bicycle lane, the Proposed Project will
restore an alignment of the Path of Gold Light Standards that is closer to the original 1916
alignment. The deviations from a single alignment created in 1972, would be corrected and a
single alignment restored from Steuart Street to Van Ness Avenue. Please see attachment for
proposed changes to the Path of Gold alignment.

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy
historic materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The
new work shall be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic
materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of the
property and its environment;

The restored and replaced Path of Gold will remain consistent with the historic materials and
features. In all three design options, the size of the Path of Gold will increase to accommodate
the new pole required for the infrastructure. The original purpose of the Landmark was to
combine the infrastructure needs of the overhead wires with a civic monument. Any new Path
Of Gold Light Standards should achieve the same ends while maintaining the materiality,
features, scale and proportion of the original Landmark.

Path of Gold Lighting Restoration and Replacement Proposal
02.21.2018
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Project Description
The Path of Gold Restoration and Replacement Project (“the Proposed Project”) is a part of the City’s proposed Better
Market Street Program to reconstruct and reconfigure 2.2 miles of Market Street between Octavia Boulevard and the
Embarcadero. Better Market Street will bring transformative transportation, streetscape and safety improvements to
San Francisco’s busiest pedestrian street, busiest bicycle thoroughfare and busiest transit corridor, making it safer and
easier for people to get around and creating a vibrant and inclusive destination where people want to live, work and
visit. The City is proposing to take advantage of this once-in-a-generation investment in the infrastructure of Market
Street to restore and replace the Path of Gold Light Standards (San Francisco Landmark #200).
The Proposed Project will replace the existing
replica Winning the West bases with new
ornamental bases created from the original
castings; replace the steel poles with new, taller
and thicker poles to support the Muni overhead
wires and meet current California Public Utilities
Commission standards and ensure AASHTO’s
Strength and Serviceability compliance; and
refurbish the existing Path of Gold Light
Standards on Market Street between the
Embarcadero and Octavia Boulevard.

Better Market Street Project Scope

01 SITE HISTORY

Market Street at Night 1901
The Proposed Project will both restore and replace the Path of Gold
Light Standards on Market Street between the Embarcadero and
Octavia Boulevard. Pursuant to Section 1004 of the City Planning Code,
Chapter II, Part II of the San Francisco Municipal Code, the Path of Gold
Light Standards were designated as historic landmark #200 in 1991. The
historical features consist of the ornamental poles and lamp globes. The
history of the fixtures date back to 1916, when they were first installed
from the Ferry Building to Seventh Street as a civic design element to
mitigate the unsightly overhead trolley wires. Designed by Willis Polk,
Arthur Putnam, Leo Lentelli and Walter D’Arcy Ryan, the Path of Gold
Light Standards are a product of the City Beautiful Movement. They
were constructed to illuminate Market Street and provide a pattern of
light from distant vantage points in San Francisco.

Source: San Francisco Public Library

Market Street 1930

The poles themselves were in place east of 7th Street by 1916 and the system
was extended in the 1920s to Valencia Street. The original installation poles and
ornaments were then replaced with replicas as a part of the Market Street
Redevelopment Plan in 1972. Finally, in the 1980s, the Path of Gold standards
were extended to the Castro.

Source: San Francisco Public Library

Historic Images of Path of Gold Light Standards

Market Street in 1956 featuring original Path of Gold Alignment

Intersection of Davis Street and Market Street in 1979 featuring replica of Path of Gold Light
Standard

Sources: San Francisco Public Library

Historic Images of Path of Gold Light Standards

Path of Gold Luminaire (1936)

Path of Gold Decorative “skirt” on top of the octagonal base (1936).

Source: San Francisco Public Library

Historic Images of Path of Gold Light Standards

Path of Gold Alignment (1946)

Source: San Francisco Public Library

Historic Map of Path of Gold Light Standards

Out of the 327 total Path of Gold fixtures on Market, 236 are within the scope of Better Market Street and are planned to be restored and replaced.

Path of Gold Light Standards Sketch Map (1991)

Sources: Path of Gold Case Draft Report (SF Planning)
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Path of Gold Light Standard
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Path of Gold Light Standard
at Market and Embarcadero (Left)
and Market and Powell (Right)
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Path of Gold Light Standard
at Market and Castro (Left)
and Market and Octavia (Right)
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Photos of typical decorative “skirt” castings placed on top of the octagonal base and luminaire (from left to right). The octagonal base has three separate carvings each
featuring different historical subjects, which include covered wagons, mountain lions, and alternating prospectors and Native Americans.

02 SCOPE OF WORK

Map of Existing Path of Gold Alignment

Existing Property Line
Existing Curb
Existing Path of Gold
Distance between Property Line and
Center of Path of Gold
11’
16’
22’
23’
27’

Note: Path of Gold Alignment varies from 11’ - 23’ from the property line (shown by different color groupings).

Map of Proposed Path of Gold Alignment

Existing Property Line
Proposed Face of Curb
Proposed Path of Gold
Distance between Property Line and
Center of Path of Gold

11’
17’

Note:
1. Proposed Path of Gold within green background are 17’ (typical) from the property line
2. In a few areas, the alignment of the proposed path of gold will shift due to infrastructural conflicts (see legend)
3. Curb alignment for East of Main and Market has no final proposed alignment. The existing curb alignment is shown.

03 CONCEPT DESIGN

Existing Dimensions of Path of Gold Light Standards
As more trolley wires and OCS hardware are
added to meet the new transit needs, these
additional weights will increase the load on the
current poles, putting most of them over their
load capacity. The current Path of Gold pole
type will not be able to accommodate these
requirements. Taller, larger diameter poles with
greater load capacity are needed to support the
increased load demand of multiple guywires
supporting a heavier OCS hardware. In addition,
the existing poles are segmented, i.e. fabricated
from three sectional pieces that are welded
together. Segmented poles have increased
stress (weak points) where they are welded and
are no longer recommended. In addition, the
welded pieces also have a higher potential of
rusting and deteriorating more quickly. Based on
a preliminary engineering assessment by Public
Work’s structural engineers, the SFMTA
standard 770 trolley pole is the best structural
solution to meet all the current guidelines and
standards.

As-Built Construction Drawings from the Market
Street Redevelopment Plan

Existing Dimensions of Path of Gold Light Standards

770 OCS Pole Dimensions
The California Public Utilities Commission
requires the trolley wire to be at a minimum of
18’ and SFMTA’s standard operating height for
historic cars is 18.5’ and 19.5’ for trolley buses.
The current OCS height along Market Street
varies and in many cases do not meet either the
required minimum heights or preferred
operating heights. In order to meet these OCS
height requirements, the attachment height of
the supporting guywires will need to be
increased. The current poles could not support
an increased attachment height, but the
proposed SFMTA standard 770 trolley pole will.

New Dimensions of Proposed Path of Gold Light Standards

Existing Path of Gold
Existing POG with new 770 OCS Pole overlaid in red. Includes enlargement of base
showing inability of current POG Base to accommodate new pole due to pinch points.
Note that decorative base accounts for approx. 21.5% of overall height, and that pole
rings are spaced at approximately even intervals between decorative base and trident.

Note: Image not to scale

Option A
Approach: Increase size of decorative base by required 33% to enlarge
pinch points enough to accommodate 770 OCS. Increase size of pole
rings by 30%, and space evenly between base and trident. Reuse
existing trident and attach to 770 pole with custom tenon.
Results: Artwork on decorative base remains proportional, but overall
size of base may be overwhelming for pedestrians. Decorative base
accounts for approx. 24.4% of overall height (becomes proportionately
larger).

Option B

Approach: Increase size of decorative base
horizontally by 3.6”, to accommodate 770 OCS.
Increase size of pole rings by 15%, and space
evenly between base and trident. Reuse existing
trident and attach to 770 pole with custom tenon.
Results: Artwork on decorative base would become
“stretched” and proportion of decorative base
accounts for only approx. 18.4% of overall height
(becomes proportionately smaller).

Option C
Approach: Increase size of decorative base by 15%
proportionately, and increase by horizontally by 1.8” to
accommodate 770 OCS. Increase size of pole rings by 15%,
and space evenly between base and trident. Reuse existing
trident and attach to 770 pole with custom tenon.
Results: Only minor change in proportion of artwork on
decorative base, and base accounts for approx. 21% of overall
height (retains proportions of existing POG).

Option A Rendering

Existing Path of Gold

Option A

Option B Rendering

Existing Path of Gold

Option B

Option C Rendering

Existing Path of Gold

Option C

04 MATERIAL RELATIONSHIPS

Materials and Finishes of Proposed Path of Gold Light Standards
Upgrade luminaires within existing globes with
LED fixtures, integral photocell, and integral
event power outlet to meet current lighting and
electrical requirements while reducing energy
use and operations and maintenance demands.
Upgraded electrical components would have no
visible impact on existing trident and globes.

Restore and reinstall existing “trident” and
globes. Restoration includes, but not limited to,
stripping of paint, recasting of any deteriorated
iron components, and new powdercoat finish.

Trident to be fitted to new OCS pole with a
custom made steel tenon.
Appropriate colors to be determined through
analysis of existing samples and historic
photographs and descriptions. Color to be
applied with durable powdercoat finish to
restored elements, recast elements, and new
OCS pole to create a seamless finish.
Decorative base to be recasted with new mold
to accommodate OCS pole while preserving
integrity of original design. New base to be cast
aluminum with powdercoat finish.

05 MARKET STREET REENVISIONED

A Better Market Street

The Better Market Street team recognizes the importance of the Path of Gold Light Standards as an integral historic landmark iconic to San Francisco. The Proposed Project will meet
the needs of a growing city while ensuring the preservation and restoration of the Landmark. We propose to restore and replicate the Winning the West bases at a larger size that fits
over the new, larger diameter proposed pole; restore and replicate the ornamental collars that protected the welds of the segmented poles; preserve and refurbish the existing trident
light fixtures; increase the height of the overall installation while preserving the proportional relationship between the various decorative elements; and repaint the poles with the original
color from 1916. By replacing and restoring the existing Path of Gold, the Better Market Street team with both enhance the aesthetic experience and historic nature of Market Street.
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Primary# _________________________________________
HRI # ________________________________________
Trinomial ____________________________________________
NRHP Status Code(s) 5S1; 3S

Page 1 of 3
*Resource Name or #(Assigned by recorder) Path of Gold Light Standards
*Recorded by Edward Yarbrough and Aisha Fike, CF International, Inc. *Date November 11, 2014
 Continuation

 Update

*P11. Report Citation: ICF International, Draft Better Market Street Project EIR (in progress). Prepared for the City and County of San

Francisco, Department of Public Works, San Francisco, California. San Francisco Planning Department, Case File # 2014.0012E
B10. Significance (Update):

The Path of Gold Light Standards (POG) on Market Street between the Embarcadero and Castro Street were designated San Francisco
Landmark #200 in 1991. The POG was recorded and evaluated on DPR A and B forms in 1997 by Anne Bloomfield for the Central Freeway
Project (see attached previous DPR forms). The 1997 study area only covered Market Street at Octavia Boulevard containing three original
POG lights that were moved here to their new location. The POG was found to be eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical
Resources (CRHR) under Criterion 3 as the works of multiple local master sculptors and architects, including Willis Polk. However, the POG
lights within the 1997 study area were found not to be eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places, because they were moved
to this location and did not originally exist in the area. The POG DPR was updated in 2011 by Tim Kelley Consulting, who concurred with
the 1997 findings of the POG’s eligibility under CRHR Criterion 3.
The current survey, covering the majority of Market Street, finds that, in addition to being eligible for the CRHR, the POG is eligible for listing
in the NRHP under Criteria C for its significance as the works of multiple masters. The original lights along Market Street to Valencia, erected
from 1906 to 1916 were replaced in the 1970s with exact replicas made from the original casts, and the original lights were placed along
Market Street extending west to Castro Street. This has diminished the integrity of its materials; however, this loss is not so great as to have
diminished the POG’s ability to convey its significance as the works of master architect Willis Polk and multiple locally significant artists
including Arthur Putnam, Leo Lentelli, and Walter D’Arcy Ryan. In addition, the POG retains the other aspects of its historic integrity. The
POG possess its integrity of setting, and its feeling and association with the classical works of master designers during the turn of the
century. Because the replicas were made from their original cast, they retain their integrity of design. Thus, the POG is eligible for listing in
the NRHP under Criteria C as well as the CRHR under Criterion 3. The current study recommends OHP Status Code 3S, for the Path of
Gold Light Standards on Market Street, as eligible for listing in the NRHP as an individual property through survey evaluation.
The previous studies did not provide a sketch map or a location map of the light standards on Market Street. As part of the current study
and survey, the GPS coordinates for the light standards were recorded. See the following Sketch Map (DPR 523K) sheets for the locations
of the 226 light standards on Market Street between The Embarcadero to Octavia Boulevard.
B14. Evaluator: Edward Yarbrough and Aisha Fike, Architectural Historians. ICF International, 620 Folsom Street, 2nd floor, San Francisco,
Ca, 94107
Date: April 13, 2016
Photograph:

Photograph 1.
Representative Photo of Path of Gold Light
Standard along Market Street, between the
Embarcadero and Octavia Boulevard. ICF,
11/11/2014.

DPR 523L (9/2013)
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Primary # _____________________________________
HRI # ________________________________________

*Resource Name or #(Assigned by recorder) Path of Gold Light Standards
*Date of Map:

2016

*Required Information

State of California The Resources Agency
Department of Parks and Recreation

Primary #
HRI #

PRIMARY RECORD

Trinomial
NRHP Status Code

Other Listings
Review Code

5S1
Date

Reviewer

*Resource name(s) or number (assigned by recorder)
Path Of Gold Light Standards
Page 1 of 3
P1.
Other Identifier
Not for Publication
Unrestricted
*P2.
Location:
*a. County:
San Francisco
and P2b and P2c or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.
Date:
*b. USGS 7.5' Quad:
*c. Address:
1-2490 Market Street
City: San Francisco
Zip: 94103
d. UTM: (Give more than one ofr large and/or linear resources) Zone
;
mE/
mN
e. Other Locational Data: Assessor's Parcel Number: Both sides of Market
*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)
This San Francisco Landmark consists of 327 matching cast iron and glass light standards, 33 feet high, along
the entire length of Market Street to Castro. Each one carries three globes with gold glass (hence the name) on
a tall pole with a sculptural base. The base, designed by noted animal sculptor Arthur Putnam, consists of
three bands depicting respectively Native Americans and miners, pumas and bears, and a covered wagon train. The
heads and arms supporting the lights, designed by Leo Lentelli, are equally sculptural but less pictorial,
having classical motifs and torch-like pendants. They are painted (on outer Market) or enameled (on inner and
mid-Market) a dark blue with gold accents. The bases, with single lights, were originally installed in 1908
from the foot of Market Street to about Eighth Street. In 1916 the present poles were lengthened and the
present heads installed, and the standards were extended to Valencia Street. In the 1970s the lights were all
replaced with exact replicas. Still later the original standards were refurbished and installed along the rest
of Market to Castro Street. The original color was dark green, then gold with blue accents, now blue with gold
accents.

*P3b. Resource Attributes: (list attributes and codes)
HP28. Street Furniture
P4. Resources Present: Building
Structure
Object
Site
District
Element of District
Other
P5a. Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures, and objects
*P5b. Photo (view, date, accession #
Typical light standard on north
side of Market at Hallidie Plaza,
6/24/11
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and Sources
Historic

Prehistoric

Both

1908, 1916, 1970s, 1980s
*P7. Owner and Address:
City & County Of San Francisco
M--municipal
*P8. Recorded by
Anne Bloomfield
2229 Webster Street
San Francisco, CA 94115
*P9. Date Recorded:
07/24/1997
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)
Intensive Mid-Market
Redevelopment Project
*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "nonBel"o) omfield, Anne, Historic Architectural Survey
Report

*Attachments
Archaeological Record
Artifact Record
DPR 523A (1/95)

BSOR
NONE
District Record

Photograph Record
Location Map
Linear Feature Record

Sketch Map
Continuation Sheet

Other...

*Required Information

State of California The Resources Agency
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

Primary #
HRI No.

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD
Page
B1.
B2.
B3.
* B5.
*B6.

*NRHP Status Code 5S1
Path of Gold Light Standards
3
*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)
of
Historic Name
Path Of Gold Light Standards
Common Name
Path of Gold
B4. Present Use: P--Public
Original Use Street lights
Architectural Style Classical Revival
Construction History

2

Bases, 1908; height, spacing, & heads, 1916. Bases replaced with exact replicas by sculptor Spero
Anargyros, commissioned 1961, installed 1970s; 103 originals re-installed on outer Market, after
1983.
No
Yes
Inner Market
*B7. Moved?
Date? c. 1975
Original Location:
None
*B8. Related Features

B9a.

Architect

Polk, Willis

*B10. Significance: Theme
Period of Significance

b. Builder

Civic Architecture
1906-1916

Property Type

Area:

San Francisco

Street Furniture

Applicable Criteria

C

(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope. Also address integrity)

In 1991 all the Path of Gold light standards were designated San Francisco Landmark No. 200. In 1997
those within the Area of Potential Effect for the Central Freeway study were determined ineligible for
the National Register of Historic Places by a consensus determination between the State Historic
Preservation Officer and the Federal Highway Administration. The reason was that these light standards
had not originally existed in the area, and that they had been moved or were replicas. However they
appear eligible for the California Register of Historic Places at the local level of significance,
under Criterion C, architecture, because they are the work of several masters: Arthur Putnam (1873
-1930) especially noted for animal sculpture; Leo Lentelli (1879-?) a major sculptor for the Panama
Pacific International Exposition (PPIE) of 1915; Walter D'Arcy Ryan (1864-?), lighting designer for
General Electric Co. and the PPIE; and Willis Polk (1865-1924) architect who contributed in a major
way to the classicization of San Francisco, the Bay Area Tradition, and the rebuilding of San
Francisco after the 1906 fire. Together these four men produced an outstandingly beautiful street
light. (continued)
B11.
*B12.

Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)
HP28. Street Furniture
References: Corbett, Michael, "Splendid Survivors," S. F., California Living Books, 1979.; S.F.

Landmarks Board, Case Report for Landmark No. 200, 1991.; Widell (SHPO) to Densmore
(FHWA), letter re Central Freeway HPRS, 5/13/1997.
(Sketch Map with north arrow required.)
B13.

Remarks

*B14.

Anne Bloomfield
Evaluator
07/25/1997
*Date of Evaluation

(This space reserved for official comments)
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State of California
The Resources Agency
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

Primary #
HRI #

CONTINUATION SHEET

Trinomial

Page 3
of
3
*Recorded by:
Anne Bloomfield
Continuation
Update

Resource Name or # (Assigned by Recorder)
Path of Gold Light Standards
Date
07/24/1997

B10: Significance (continued)
Although the originals have been moved further along the original street, and replicas stand in the
original locations, this resource appears intact as to design, setting, a third of the materials, a third
of the workmanship, and all the feeling and association.

DPR 523L (1/95)

*Required information

State of California
The Resources Agency
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

Primary #
HRI #

CONTINUATION SHEET

Trinomial

D
Resource Name or # (Assigned by Recorder)
Path of Gold Light Standards
Page
of
3
Date 07/24/1997
*Recorded by: Anne Bloomfield
Continuation
Update
Note: 1997 Photos no longer available, all photos by Tim Kelley Consulting

103_4261,

DPR 523L (1/95)

typical light pole, 6/24/2011

103_4260, detail, base, 6/24/2011

*Required information

State of California
The Resources Agency
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

Primary #
HRI #

CONTINUATION SHEET

Trinomial

D
Resource Name or # (Assigned by Recorder)
Page 1
of
1
Date 4/29/11
*Recorded by: Tim Kelley Consulting, LLC
Continuation
Update

Path of Gold Light Standards

The Path of Gold Light Standards do not appear to have been altered since the time of previous
survey and documentation, which noted alterations such as the later addition of replica
standards at the southwest end of Market Street, and the relocation or replacement of some of
the original standards. Because replacements and alterations were made in kind, however, the
Path of Gold is considered to retain integrity.
The Path of Gold was previously evaluated on a DPR 523: Primary Record and a DPR 523: Building,
Structure, Object Record and was stated to be a designated San Francisco Landmark (No. 200). It
was also stated that the light standards at the southwestern end of Market Street (those
between Valencia and Castro streets, which were added in the 1970s) had been deemed ineligible
for the National Register by the Federal Highway Administration and the OHP, but that the Path
of Gold still appeared to be eligible for the California Register. This determination of
"eligible for the California Register" appears to still be appropriate.

Detail, base' 103_4260, 6/24/2011

Typical Path of Gold light pole, 103_4261, 6/24/2011

Detail, lights, 103_4263, 6/24/2011
DPR 523L (1/95)

*Required information

San Francisco Planning Code

Attachment 5

APPENDIX J TO ARTICLE 10 - CIVIC CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT
SEC. 1. FINDINGS AND PURPOSES.
The Board of Supervisors hereby finds that the area known and described in this ordinance as the Civic Center Historic District
contains a number of structures having a special character and special historical, architectural and aesthetic interest and value, and
constitutes a distinct section of the City. The Board of Supervisors further finds that designation of said area as an Historic District will
be in furtherance of and in conformance with the purposes of Article 10 of the City Planning Code and the standards set forth therein,
and that preservation on an area basis rather than on the basis of individual structures alone is in order.
This ordinance is intended to further the general purpose of historic preservation legislation as set forth in Section 1001 of the City
Planning Code, to promote the health, safety and general welfare of the public.
(Added by Ord. 413-94, App. 12/23/94)
SEC. 2. DESIGNATION.
Pursuant to Section 1004 of the City Planning Code, Chapter II, Part II of the San Francisco Municipal Code, the San Francisco
Civic Center Historic District is hereby designated as an Historic District, this designation having been duly approved by Resolution
No. 13719 of the City Planning Commission and Resolution No. 454 of the Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board.
(Added by Ord. 413-94, App. 12/23/94)
SEC. 3. LOCATION AND BOUNDARIES.
The location and boundaries of the San Francisco Civic Center Historic District generally bounded by Golden Gate Avenue to the
north, Franklin Street to the west, Jones Street to the east and Market Street to the south shall be as designated on the San Francisco
Civic Center Historic District Map, the original of which is on file with the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors under File No. 115-94-10,
which Map is hereby incorporated herein as though fully set forth.
(Added by Ord. 413-94, App. 12/23/94)
SEC. 4. RELATION TO CITY PLANNING CODE AND THE PROVISIONS OF THE CHARTER OF THE CITY
AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO.
(a) Article 10 of the City Planning Code is the basic law governing historic preservation in the City and County of San Francisco.
This ordinance, being a specific application of Article 10, is both subject to and in addition to the provisions thereof.
(b) Except as may be specifically provided to the contrary in this ordinance, nothing in this ordinance shall supersede, impair or
modify any City Planning Code provisions applicable to property in the San Francisco Civic Center Historic District, including but not
limited to existing and future regulations controlling uses, height, bulk, lot coverage, floor area ratio, required open space, off-street
parking and signs.
(Added by Ord. 413-94, App. 12/23/94)
SEC. 5. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE.
The San Francisco Civic Center possesses a unique place and significance in the areas of architecture, history, and environment
worthy of protection as an historic district.
The land on which the Civic Center stands was declared a City Hall Reservation as early as 1870. Portions of that reservation land
were sold to raise funds for City Hall construction, and Old City Hall - located on the site that had first been used as the Yerba Buena
Cemetery, approximately where the present library stands - was erected between 1871 and 1897, in a lengthy project marked by the
now well known City government corruption of that time.
In 1899, B.J.S. Cahill, with the encouragement of Mayor Phelan, proposed a grander vision for the area, with the dual goal of
clearing up land titles clouded by the dubious practices of the promoters of the Old City Hall and, at the same time, of creating an
imposing setting for the entire area. This plan envisioned clearing out smaller structures and visually uniting the remaining monumental

structures - Old City Hall, the Main Post Office, the Hibernia Bank building, and other larger structures - and setting them off against
new open spaces (such as a planned extension of the Golden Gate Park panhandle to Market Street). Conflicting new developments
were blocked for a time, but the plan eventually failed, in large part because of general distrust - bred of experience, perhaps - of large
government projects.
Undaunted, former Mayor Phelan soon led the formation of an Association for the Improvement and Adornment of San Francisco.
In 1904, the Association invited Daniel Burnham to design a grand plan for the City, with B.J.S. Cahill providing a design for the Civic
Center. This produced two visions of the Civic Center: Cahill, with the practicality borne of personal and local experience, proposed
using existing structures and City-owned land to create a central plaza, surrounded by major buildings, and, again, connected to a
Golden Gate Park panhandle extension; Burnham proposed a grander Civic Center, with buildings connected by a generally circular
series of boulevards and grand open vistas. The Burnham Plan, though politically impractical, fired the public imagination and was
submitted to and adopted by the Board of Supervisors on September 27, 1905.
Following the 1906 earthquake, the public desire to rebuild and reclaim what had just been lost confirmed in practice what Cahill had
perceived before: that political expediency set limits to the definition of the Civic Center. Competition continued between the different
views of Burnham and Cahill of what the Civic Center might become, but by 1912 the Board of Supervisors had endorsed the Cahill
Plan as modified in 1909. The momentum of growing civic pride and the Civic Center development effort - spearheaded by thenMayor Rolph and the coming of the 1915 Panama-Pacific Exposition - was focused into the general outlines sketched by Cahill.
Mayor Rolph, a reform candidate, saw the Civic Center as a central civic improvement, the symbol of a new unity of the people
under a new and honest political era and a permanent expression of the grandeur and vitality which the 1915 Exposition would
exemplify on a temporary scale.
The World Columbian Exposition in Chicago, in 1893, was the source of inspiration for the "City Beautiful" movement which
emphasizes formal plan and composition of monumental scale, neoclassical style buildings fronting plazas, boulevards and grand public
gathering spaces. The order, harmony, cleanliness, and grandeur of the exhibition, called "The White City," was in sharp contrast to the
rapid, chaotic growth that most U.S. cities had experienced in the preceding era of rapid immigration and industrialization.
Several world's fairs were held throughout the country in the later 1800's, spreading the ideals of classical architecture, Beaux Arts
forms, and the concepts of planning and cooperation for ensemble effect in design. These planning and design schemes were an
important influence for forty years, with their primary manifestation coming in designs for cities, parks, and civic centers. Numerous
City plans were commissioned in the early years, but only Cleveland and San Francisco implemented a portion of their plans, with San
Francisco more nearly reaching completion.
The historic significance of the "City Beautiful" movement lies in the manner in which it reformed and refocused architectural vision,
contributing to something of a national style of architecture; and, on a practical level, in the formation of City Planning Departments
and schools or courses devoted to City Planning.
The design of the San Francisco Civic Center is an example of the development of those significant contributions. More particularly,
the San Francisco Civic Center is an expression of a nation ready to display its new international importance in an architectural
statement. At the time it took form, geography and historical events had made San Francisco the center of western America.
Monumental classical architecture for the City's central public space expressed this consciousness, as well as the accompanying belief
that such inspiring surroundings should be democratically available to all, not just a privileged few.
The Exposition Auditorium, the Central Plaza, and the Powerhouse were completed before the 1915 Panama-Pacific Exposition, and
the new City Hall was completed in late 1915. The library was completed in 1916; the State Building in 1921; and the Public Health
Building in 1932 and the Old Federal Building in 1936. The present Opera House and Veterans Building expanded the Civic Center to
the west in 1932 and 1933, respectively, much in the manner the original proponents envisioned. The original plaza was excavated in
1956 to add the underground parking garage. At this time the ground level details were changed into the present reflecting pool and
semi-park. United Nations Plaza, which opens the vista to the east of City Hall in a manner consistent with the original vision of the
Civic Center, was created in the mid-1970's.
It is an exemplary City Beautiful complex in the best of the American Academic Beaux Arts tradition. Designed and built in the
revival of classical style, stemming from the Chicago World's Fair of 1893 that has been called the "American Renaissance," it
succeeds in making a strong impression of Civic dignity and pride. The San Francisco Civic Center Historic District consists of a
principal aggregation of monumental buildings around a central open space, with additional buildings extending the principal axis at
either end. It includes all or part of the fifteen City blocks. There are eight major buildings, a group of secondary buildings, three
unrealized building sites, and a large plaza within the Historic District.
Each building in the Civic Center was faced with the problem of providing modern, functional facilities in a classical idiom. The
classical Beaux Arts style was deemed suitable as the traditional style of American governmental buildings, and was amenable to City

Beautiful ideals of harmony among many buildings on a grand scale. The formal composition of "City Beautiful" architecture, plantings,
street embellishments and plazas was meant to be an expression of civic authority and pride - intending to impress and overawe. The
classical style aptly expressed the mood of a nation eager to redefine its newly achieved international importance in architectural
terms. It reflected a mood and an existing state of affairs as much as an inspiration to dominance. In San Francisco, it represented the
city's emergence as a regional center of national importance, and within the City, it symbolized the united efforts of a population
recently divided along many lines.
In terms of "democratic" architecture, or architecture for an ever larger segment of the population, monumental classical architecture
uncompromisingly demonstrated the enhanced concern for the general public. Only a few years earlier, such splendor was exclusively
reserved for the rich and the privileged few. To this day, no greater public interiors have been built in the United States than those
influenced by and representative of the City Beautiful Movement, including among the very finest, the San Francisco City Hall.
Within the scope of turn of the century classical architecture in the United States, the San Francisco Civic Center contains several
fine examples of the mode and one superlative example in its City Hall. The other buildings in the group, although less interesting
individually cannot properly be evaluated in the same way. In particular, the State Building, the Federal Building, the Health Building
and the War Memorial group would probably appear rather dull compared to City Hall, as if they were missing an essential ingredient.
But seen in the context of the Civic Center as a whole, and in relation to City Hall, all the buildings together achieve distinction.
The criteria on which the buildings are judged, then, must be the degree to which each enhances the group without distracting from
City Hall. These qualities are achieved through a harmony of color, material, scale, size, texture, rhythm and style. Within these
constrictions the buildings achieve individual interest through the imaginative manipulation of the elements.
The historic Civic Center buildings are unified in the Beaux Arts classical design. They are organized into horizontal bands of
vertically proportioned elements, with the grand order of the facade displayed on two or three floors above a usually rusticated base of
one or two ground and partially sub-ground floors. Civic Center Historic District contains standard features such as overall form,
massing, scale, proportion, orientation, depth of face, fenestration and ornamentation, materials, color, texture, architectural detailing,
facade line continuity, decorative and sculptural features, street furniture, granite curbing and grille work.
The Civic Center is designated as both a National Historic Landmark District and a Historic District on the National Register of
Historic Places, the former designation occurred on February 27, 1987, the latter, October 10, 1978. These designations offer
recognition that certain properties within the Historic District are worthy of preservation and alterations undertaken both in the local
and federal districts shall comply with the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties. Said
Standards were adopted by the Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board at its Regular Meeting of October 2, 1985, the amended
Standards were readopted by the Landmarks Board at its Regular Meetings of February 6, 1991 and August 3, 1994.
(Added by Ord. 413-94, App. 12/23/94)
SEC. 6. FEATURES.
The architectural features of said Historic District that should be preserved are set forth in this ordinance and described and depicted
in the Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board's Case Report "San Francisco Civic Center Historic District" including Appendix A:
Survey of Parcels. Said Case Report was adopted by the Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board at its Regular Meeting of October
6, 1993 by Resolution No. 454 and was adopted and amended by the City Planning Commission at its Regular Meeting of July 7, 1994
by Resolution No. 13719. The architectural features, formal plan composition and streetscape elements of said Historic District that
should be preserved and strengthened are also identified in the Civic Center Plan, an Element of the City's Master Plan, and in the
Civic Center Urban Design Guidelines adopted by the Planning Commission pursuant to that plan.
(Added by Ord. 413-94, App. 12/23/94)
SEC. 7. ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS FOR CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS.
The procedures, requirements, controls and standards in Sections 1005 through 1006.8 of Article 10 of the City Planning Code shall
apply to all applications for Certificates of Appropriateness in the San Francisco Civic Center Historic District.
In addition, the following provisions shall apply to all such applications. In the event of any conflict or inconsistency between the
following provisions and Article 10, the procedures, requirements, controls and standards affording stricter protection to the Historic
District shall prevail, except for the provisions of Section 8 of this designation ordinance.
A Certificate of Appropriateness shall be required for all major alterations, as set forth below, to Contributory or
Contributory/Altered buildings sites, structures or objects within the Historic District. Within 10 days after the Central Permit Bureau
refers any permit application to the Department, the Zoning Administrator and the Secretary to the Landmarks Preservation Advisory

Board shall determine in writing whether the proposed alteration is a major alteration or a minor alteration. The decision of the Zoning
Administrator shall be final.
(a) An alteration is considered major if any of the following apply:
(1) The alteration will remove or cover an exterior architectural feature or a portion of an exceptionally significant interior as set
forth in Section 10, or replace it with substitutes that are inappropriate in material, scale, color or architectural style. This provision shall
apply to exceptionally significant interior public spaces designated in Section 10 of said ordinance; or
(2) The alteration would affect all or any substantial part of a structure's interior or exterior column or load-bearing wall, exterior
walls or exterior ornamentation; or
(3) The alteration results in a substantial addition of height above the height of the structure; or
(4) The cumulative impacts of serial permits may be determined to be a major alteration. An alteration, in combination with other
alterations authorized within the preceding five years, shall be deemed a major alteration if the cumulative impact of said alterations
may be considered a major alteration as described above.
(b) An alteration is considered minor if the criteria set forth in Subsection (a) do not apply or the work consists of ordinary repair
and maintenance.
(c) The Department of City Planning in consultation with the Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board, may promulgate Rules and
Regulations to distinguish major alterations from minor alterations for this Historic District consistent with this Section 7.
(d) Permit applications determined to be for minor alterations shall be returned, with that determination noted, to the Central Permit
Bureau for further processing; provided, however, that the Zoning Administrator may take any other otherwise authorized action with
respect to the application.
(Added by Ord. 413-94, App. 12/23/94)
SEC. 8. APPEALS FROM THE LANDMARKS PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD AND CITY PLANNING
COMMISSION DECISIONS ON CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS.
(a) Certificate of Appropriateness decisions of the Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board may be appealed to the City Planning
Commission pursuant to the provisions of Planning Code Section 1006.8. Nothing in this ordinance shall supersede, impair or modify
provisions of the City Charter or laws governing the State of California and the United States of America. All governmental bodies
shall work cooperatively with the Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board on proposed exterior and interior changes to ensure that
the alteration of buildings within this Historic District comply with the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation, Revised
1990 (and subsequent revisions).
(b) This ordinance designating the Civic Center Historic District shall in no way diminish the powers, rights and duties vested in the
Art Commission, the War Memorial Board of Trustees, the Library or the Asian Art Museum. It is the intent of the Board of
Supervisors, however, to retain its authority, and the authority of the Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board and the Planning
Commission, over historic preservation decisions in the Civic Center Historic District in order to ensure the appropriate treatment of
the historical elements of this historic district.
(c) The entities referenced in Subsection 8(b) above shall consult with the Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board on any
proposed interior alterations to the publicly accessible spaces of their buildings, regardless of whether a Certificate of Appropriateness
is required by this ordinance or by Article 10.
(Added by Ord. 413-94, App. 12/23/94)
SEC. 9. STANDARDS FOR REVIEW OF APPLICATIONS.
(a) The standards for review of all applications for Certificates of Appropriateness are as set forth in Section 1006.7 of Article 10
and are as follows:
(b) For applications pertaining to sites, buildings, structures and objects in the Civic Center Historic District, any alteration,
construction, relocation or demolition, shall comply with the standards contained in Section 1017(c), and shall (1) be compatible with
respect to height, massing, fenestration, materials, color, texture, detail, style, scale and proportion, signage, landscaping and street
furniture which may define the character of the historic district as described in Section 5 of this designating ordinance and in the Civic
Center Urban Design Guidelines adopted by the City Planning Commission; and (2) preserve, enhance or restore, and not damage or

destroy, the exterior architectural appearance of the subject site, building, structure and object which is compatible with the character
of the Historic District.
(1) Notwithstanding the foregoing, any exterior change to a site, building, structure and object which is not already compatible
with the character of the Historic District shall bring the site, building, structure and object closer to compatibility. Where the required
compatibility exists, the application for a Certificate of Appropriateness shall be approved.
(2) Except as provided in Planning Code Subsection 1017(d), no application for a demolition permit in a Historic District may be
approved until a Certificate of Appropriateness for the replacement structure has been approved by the Landmarks Board.
(c) Alterations to Contributory and Contributory/Altered buildings shall be compatible with the architectural and historic character
of this Historic District. New construction shall be compatible with the character of the Historic District as described in the Landmarks
Preservation Advisory Board San Francisco Civic Center Historic District Case Report and its Appendix A and with the Civic Center
Urban Design Guidelines adopted by the City Planning Commission. Said Case Report was adopted by the Landmarks Preservation
Advisory Board at its Regular Meeting of October 6, 1993 by Resolution No. 454 and was adopted and amended by the City Planning
Commission at its Regular Meeting of July 7, 1994 by Resolution No. 13719 and is contained in Board of Supervisors File No. 115-9410.
(d) Treatment of Stone Surfaces. Numerous structures in the Historic District exhibit stone, terra cotta, or brick exterior surfacing.
Proposed treatment of said masonry surfaces with any acid wash, sandblasting, high pressure wash or other abrasive methods is
discouraged as such abrasive treatments can severely damage historic masonry surfaces.
(Added by Ord. 413-94, App. 12/23/94)
SEC. 10. CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS APPLICABILITY FOR ALTERATIONS TO
EXCEPTIONALLY SIGNIFICANT INTERIOR PUBLIC SPACES.
Pursuant to Section 1004(c)(1) of the City Planning Code, proposed alterations to exceptionally significant interiors of the following
publicly owned buildings shall require a Certificate of Appropriateness:
(a) San Francisco City Hall, 400 Van Ness Avenue (City Landmark No. 21 and a Contributory Building to the Historic District)
shall comply with Sections 1006 and 1006.8(e) for any construction or alteration which requires a building permit for the following
exceptionally significant interior public spaces which shall be designated and shall include: the Board of Supervisor's Chambers (Room
C200); the Rotunda; and the Mayor's Office (Rooms D200, D205 and D209) including the Reception Room, inner corridors and
offices and the Chief Administrator's Officers (C.A.O.'s) Offices (Room 289) which were previously designated under Ordinance No.
16-70, effective date, March 13, 1970.
(b) The Main Library, 200 Larkin Street, a Contributory Building to the Historic District. The following exceptionally significant
interior public spaces shall be designated: the Monumental Grand Staircase (Room S101), the Main Entrance Hall and Vestibule,
(Rooms 101 and 191); the Monumental Public Corridors and Balcony Spaces including the Gottardo Piazzoni Murals in Public Corridor
290 (Rooms 190, 192, 193, 290 and 291A); and the Main Program Spaces (Rooms 200, 201, 202, 203, 210 and 218).
(c) The Public Health Department, 101 Grove Street, a Contributory Building to the Historic District. The following exceptionally
significant interior public spaces shall be designated: the Main Entry and Elevator Lobby; the Marble Lined Corridors (All Floors) and
the Third Floor Board Meeting Room/Auditorium.
(d) No other sites, buildings, structures and objects have exceptionally significant interior public spaces and would be subject to this
Section.
(Added by Ord. 413-94, App. 12/23/94)
SEC. 11. SIGNIFICANCE OF INDIVIDUAL BUILDINGS TO THE HISTORIC DISTRICT.
The history of each parcel within the Historic District is documented in Appendix A: Survey of Parcels, and is included in the San
Francisco Civic Center Historic District Case Report as readopted by the Landmarks Board on October 6, 1993 by Resolution No. 454
and as amended and readopted by the City Planning Commission on July 7, 1994 by Resolution No. 13719 and is located in Board of
Supervisors File No. 115-94-10.
Each building is assigned a finding from the three following categories:
1. Contributory.This category identifies buildings which date from the Historic District's period of significance (1906 to 1936) which
reflect a Beaux Arts style and which retain their historic and architectural integrity. These structures are of the highest importance in

maintaining the character of the Historic District. Recognizing the unique character of this Historic District which is derived from its
expression of an historic plan, some structures within the Historic District may date from the Historic District's period of significance
but do not contribute to the intended original plan in their architecture, detailing, height or scale. Such buildings are designated
noncontributory and may be considered for replacement with structures designed in a monumental style and manner which would
complete the San Francisco Civic Center Plan as originally conceived.
The following buildings are deemed Contributory to the Historic District: Newton Tharp Commercial High School, 170 Fell Street,
Lot 1 within Assessor's Block 815; (a portion of Landmark No. 140), Federal Building, 50 Fulton Street, (50 United Nations Plaza) Lot
35 within Assessor's Block 351; Exposition Auditorium, 99 Grove Street, Assessor's Block 812; Department of Public Health, 101
Grove Street/50 Ivy/Lech Walesa Street, Lot 1 in Assessor's Block 811; San Francisco Public Library, 200 Larkin Street, Lot 1 in
Assessor's Block 353; Orpheum Theater Building, 1182 - 92 Market Street, Lot 22 in Assessor's Block 351; 1212 Market Street, Lot 3
in Assessor's Block 355; 1240 - 1242 Market Street, Lot 6 in Assessor's Block 355; Hotel Avalon, 1272 - 1276 Market Street, Lot 9 in
Assessor's Block 355; 1278 - 1298 Market Street, Lot 10 in Assessor's Block 355; Methodist Book Concern, 83 McAllister Street, Lot
32 in Assessor's Block 351; Old State Office Building, 50 McAllister Street, Lot 2 in Assessor's Block 765; Barbara Apartments, 580
McAllister Street, Lot 8 in Assessor's Block 767; 1 United Nations Plaza (35 - 57 Fulton Street); Lot 37 in Assessor's Block 351; the
High School of Commerce, 135 Van Ness Avenue, (a portion of Landmark No. 140), Lot 1 in Assessor's Block 815; War Memorial
Opera House, 301 Van Ness Avenue (a portion of Landmark No. 84), Lot 1 in Assessor's Block 786; San Francisco City Hall, 400
Van Ness Avenue (Landmark No. 21), Lot 1 in Assessor's Block 787; War Memorial Veteran's Building, 401 Van Ness Avenue (a
portion of Landmark No. 84), Lot 1 in Assessor's Block 786; and, the Corinthian Court Apartments, 500 - 524 Van Ness Avenue, Lot
6 in Assessor's Block 766.
2. Contributory/Altered.This category identifies buildings which date from the Historic District's period of significance and have had
alterations as detailed on page 22 of the San Francisco Civic Center Historic District Case Report located in Board of Supervisors File
No. 115-94-10. Appropriate restoration of such buildings is encouraged, though in certain situations (see No. 1 above) their demolition
and replacement may be more appropriate in order to achieve completion of the original San Francisco Civic Center plan. Such
replacement should adhere to any Civic Center Urban Design Guidelines adopted by the City Planning Commission.
The following buildings shall be deemed Contributory/Altered within the Historic District: Marye Building, 1200-1208 Market
Street, Lot 15 in Assessor's Block 355; 1220-1232 Market Street (29 Grove Street), Lot 4 in Assessor's Block 355; 1236 Market
Street (37 - 39 Grove Street), Lot 5 in Assessor's Block 355; the Wells Fargo Building, 1256 - 1264 Market Street, Lot 8 in Assessor's
Block 355. The following site shall also be deemed Contributory/Altered within the Historic District: Civic Center Plaza, being all of
Block 788.
3. Noncontributory.This category identifies buildings which post-date the Historic District's period of significance or have had their
integrity compromised by inappropriate alterations as detailed on page 21 of the San Francisco Civic Center Historic District Case
Report. Demolition permit applications for these buildings will be processed without reference to the suspension provisions of Article
10. Alterations to Noncontributory buildings will require Certificate of Appropriateness if determined to be a major alteration in order to
minimize conflicts with the historic character of the Historic District. Replacement buildings should adhere to Civic Center Urban
Design Guidelines adopted by the City Planning Commission.
The remaining buildings shall also be deemed to be Noncontributory within the Historic District: California State Courts Building,
455 Golden Gate Avenue, Lot 3 within Assessor's Block 765; vacant lot, 41 - 47 Grove Street, Lot 12 in Assessor's Block 355; vacant
lot, southeast corner of Grove Street at Larkin Street, Lot 11 in Assessor's Block 355; vacant lot, 165 Grove Street, Lot 21 in
Assessor's Block 811; Library Annex, 45 Hyde Street, Lot 1 in Assessor's Block 353; the New Main Library, 100 Larkin Street, Lot 1
in Assessor's Block 354; 1170 Market Street, Lot 51 in Assessor's Block 351; 1220 - 1232 Market Street (29 Grove Street), Lot 4 in
Assessor's Block 355; 1236 Market Street (37 - 39 Grove Street), Lot 5 in Assessor's Block 355; 1244-1254 Market Street, Lot 7 in
Assessor's Block 355; 77 - 79 McAllister Street, Lot 33 in Assessor's Block 351; 456 McAllister Street., Lot 4 in Assessor's Block
766; 460 McAllister Street, Lot 5 in Assessor's Block 766; vacant lot, 401 Polk Street, Lot 2 in Assessor's Block 766; 10 United
Nations Plaza, Lot 50 in Assessor's Block 351; Louise M. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness Avenue, Lot 1 in Assessor's Block
810; 234 Van Ness Avenue, Lot 18 in Assessor's Block 811; 240 Van Ness Avenue, Lot 19 in Assessor's Block 811 and the Edmund
G. Brown State Office Building, 501 Van Ness Avenue, Assessor's Block 767.
The Board of Supervisors, through the adoption of this ordinance, shall deem 450 McAllister Street, Lot 3 in Assessor's Block 766,
the Civic Center Powerhouse, 320 Larkin Street (298 McAllister Street) Lot 8 in Assessor's Block 347, the San Francisco Art
Commission Gallery, 155 Grove Street, Lot 16 in Assessor's Block 811 and the Church of Christ Building, 171-195 Grove Street, Lot
20 in Assessor's Block 811 as Noncontributory buildings. Any replacement building should adhere to Civic Center Urban Design
Guidelines adopted by the City Planning Commission.
(Added by Ord. 413-94, App. 12/23/94)

SEC. 12. CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS FOR CITY HALL ALTERATIONS.
Section 1006.8(e) of the City Planning Code describes the process for review of Certificate of Appropriateness applications
proposing alterations to City Hall, Landmark No. 21. Nothing in this legislation shall be construed to amend said Section 1006.8(e). Said
process shall serve to meet the Certificate of Appropriateness requirement for City Hall by its inclusion in this Historic District.
(Added by Ord. 413-94, App. 12/23/94)
SEC. 13. PAINT COLOR.
Nothing in this legislation shall be construed to regulate paint colors within the Historic District. Painting of previously unpainted
masonry and stone surfaces is discouraged.
(Added by Ord. 413-94, App. 12/23/94)

