
















June 7, 2021 
 
 
 
Commissioners 
San Francisco Historic Preservation Commission 
49 S Van Ness Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94103 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
I am submitting this letter of support for the Museo Italo Americano’s future home at 940 Battery Street in 
San Francisco and its request for an extension of time for the entitlements it secured for the 940 Battery 
Street location.  
 
I have been a long-standing member of the Museo, and presently serve as the Vice President of the 
Museo Board of Directors. 
 
The mission of the Museo Italo Americano is twofold: to research, collect, and display works of Italian and 
Italian American artists, and to promote educational programs for the appreciation of Italian art, history 
and culture, thereby preserving the heritage of Italian Americans for future generations. 
 
“If we don’t tell our stories, who will” is a question that has guided and inspired the Museo’s work to 
highlight and promote the art, culture and achievements of Italian Americans. Although San Francisco 
and the entire state of California have been shaped significantly by the descendants of Italian immigrants, 
there are few spaces dedicated to these stories. Additionally, as the national conversation about 
immigration continues, the Museo believes the Italian American story is important to remember as it 
references many of the same themes we see in current policies and rhetoric aimed at other immigrant 
groups. Moreover, for many years Italian Americans suffered from damaging, negative stereotypes that 
were proliferated and cemented in popular culture. Thus, the Museo’s arts and cultural priorities are 
focused on harvesting and telling stories through dynamic visual arts and cultural exhibits to shift the 
narrative about Italian Americans while also using these stories to express our common ground as 
Americans and human beings.  Actions being taken to address these priorities include the Museo’s 
Historical Archive Project that collects, catalogues and displays photos, documents and artifacts that tell 
the story of Italian immigration to California. The Museo also maintains a permanent collection of nearly 
750 works of art including paintings, sculptures, photographs, and works on paper by prominent Italian 
and Italian American artists. 
 
The ultimate manifestation of these priorities will be realized in the future home of the Museo at 940 
Battery Street. The Museo has been planning a capital fundraising campaign since the building located at 
940 Battery Street was donated from the estate of its longtime benefactor, Dr. Jerome Cocuzza, whose 
mother was born in San Francisco in 1889. Dr. Cocuzza’s wishes were that the building would be used 
for the purposes of preserving and sharing Italian art and culture. At its future home, the Museo will install 
a new permanent exhibit honoring the contributions of Italian Americans that will also address some of 
the larger themes of assimilation and cultural identity. Through this process, the Museo will revive a long-
vacant historic building, activate the neighborhood, and add to the impressive collection of art and cultural 
museums that honor the past, present and future of San Francisco and highlight its national and 
international importance. 
 
As you know, the pandemic has affected the ability of all nonprofits to fundraise, and that is especially 
true for the Museo’s capital campaign which relies on its ability to host prospective donors to tour the 
building in person. Although the Museo’s capital campaign fundraising has been delayed by the 
pandemic, it has taken advantage of the time to forge even stronger connections with aligned, local Italian 
American organizations. In addition, the Museo also forged ahead with its plans in 2020 to ensure that the 
150th birthday of A.P. Giannini, the founder of Bank of America, was publicly recognized. To that end, the 



Museo worked closed with San Francisco Supervisor Catherine Stefani and her staff to secure a 
resolution from the Board of Supervisors for Giannini’s 150th birthday on May 5, 2020. Although the 
celebrations we planned were cancelled due to the pandemic, San Francisco City Hall was lit with the 
colors of the Italian flag to commemorate this occasion. Giannini is a major source of inspiration for the 
Museo, and since the company he founded, Bank of America, was acquired and its headquarters moved 
out of state, the Museo is committed to ensuring that the memory and legacy of this giant of banking, 
philanthropy and humanity shall never be lost in San Francisco. Recalling Giannini’s story is also relevant 
now as he was there to help small businesses, individuals, and the entire city recover after the 1906 
earthquake and fire that devastated San Francisco, and we may find great hope in his story as we 
prepare to rebuild our city from the pandemic. 
 
Without the significant delay caused by the pandemic, the Museo would have been well on its way and 
had planned to secure building permits in 2020 to move forward with the building renovation at 940 
Battery Street. It hosted an extremely successful capital campaign kick-off event in January 2020, co-
hosted by the Consul General for Italy, that included some of the most generous Italian American and 
Italophile philanthropists in the San Francisco Bay Area, with special guest butcher-chef Dario Cecchini 
from Tuscany (who was also featured in an episode of the popular Netflix series Chef’s Table).  
 
Thank you for your consideration of the Museo’s request. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
________________________ 
Victoria A. LoBue 

 
 



 
 
 

Maria Mortati 
Mortati Design 

4354 23rd Street 
San Francisco, CA 94114 

 
Commissioners 
San Francisco Historic Preservation Commission 
49 S Van Ness Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94103 

June 7, 2021 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
I am submitting this letter of support for the Museo Italo Americano’s future home at 940 Battery Street 
in San Francisco and its request for an extension of time for the entitlements it secured for the 940 
Battery Street location.  
 
The mission of the Museo Italo Americano is twofold: to research, collect, and display works of Italian 
and Italian American artists, and to promote educational programs for the appreciation of Italian art, 
history and culture, thereby preserving the heritage of Italian Americans for future generations. 
 
“If we don’t tell our stories, who will” is a question that has guided and inspired the Museo’s work to 
highlight and promote the art, culture and achievements of Italian Americans. Although San Francisco 
and the entire state of California have been shaped significantly by the descendants of Italian 
immigrants, there are few spaces dedicated to these stories. Additionally, as the national conversation 
about immigration continues, the Museo believes the Italian American story is important to remember 
as it references many of the same themes we see in current policies and rhetoric aimed at other 
immigrant groups. Moreover, for many years Italian Americans suffered from damaging, negative 
stereotypes that were proliferated and cemented in popular culture. Thus, the Museo’s arts and 
cultural priorities are focused on harvesting and telling stories through dynamic visual arts and cultural 
exhibits to shift the narrative about Italian Americans while also using these stories to express our 
common ground as Americans and human beings.  Actions being taken to address these priorities 
include the Museo’s Historical Archive Project that collects, catalogues and displays photos, 
documents and artifacts that tell the story of Italian immigration to California. The Museo also 
maintains a permanent collection of nearly 750 works of art including paintings, sculptures, 
photographs, and works on paper by prominent Italian and Italian American artists. 
 
The ultimate manifestation of these priorities will be realized in the future home of the Museo at 940 
Battery Street. The Museo has been planning a capital fundraising campaign since the building located 
at 940 Battery Street was donated from the estate of its longtime benefactor, Dr. Jerome Cocuzza, 
whose mother was born in San Francisco in 1889. Dr. Cocuzza’s wishes were that the building would 
be used for the purposes of preserving and sharing Italian art and culture. At its future home, the  



 
 
Museo will install a new permanent exhibit honoring the contributions of Italian Americans that will 
also address some of the larger themes of assimilation and cultural identity. Through this process, the 
Museo will revive a long-vacant historic building, activate the neighborhood, and add to the 
impressive collection of art and cultural museums that honor the past, present and future of San 
Francisco and highlight its national and international importance. 
 
As you know, the pandemic has affected the ability of all nonprofits to fundraise, and that is especially 
true for the Museo’s capital campaign which relies on its ability to host prospective donors to tour the 
building in person. Although the Museo’s capital campaign fundraising has been delayed by the 
pandemic, it has taken advantage of the time to forge even stronger connections with aligned, local 
Italian American organizations. In addition, the Museo also forged ahead with its plans in 2020 to 
ensure that the 150th birthday of A.P. Giannini, the founder of Bank of America, was publicly 
recognized. To that end, the Museo worked closed with San Francisco Supervisor Catherine Stefani 
and her staff to secure a resolution from the Board of Supervisors for Giannini’s 150th birthday on May 
5, 2020. Although the celebrations we planned were cancelled due to the pandemic, San Francisco 
City Hall was lit with the colors of the Italian flag to commemorate this occasion. Giannini is a major 
source of inspiration for the Museo, and since the company he founded, Bank of America, was 
acquired and its headquarters moved out of state, the Museo is committed to ensuring that the 
memory and legacy of this giant of banking, philanthropy and humanity shall never be lost in San 
Francisco. Recalling Giannini’s story is also relevant now as he was there to help small businesses, 
individuals, and the entire city recover after the 1906 earthquake and fire that devastated San 
Francisco, and we may find great hope in his story as we prepare to rebuild our city from the 
pandemic. 
 
Without the significant delay caused by the pandemic, the Museo would have been well on its way and 
had planned to secure building permits in 2020 to move forward with the building renovation at 940 
Battery Street. It hosted an extremely successful capital campaign kick-off event in January 2020, co-
hosted by the Consul General for Italy, that included some of the most generous Italian American and 
Italophile philanthropists in the San Francisco Bay Area, with special guest butcher-chef Dario Cecchini 
from Tuscany (who was also featured in an episode of the popular Netflix series Chef’s Table).  
 
Thank you for your consideration of the Museo’s request. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Maria Mortati 



DAVID T.  GIANNINI

40 Rico Way
San Francisco, CA 94123 dtgiannini@gianninilaw.com

June 7, 2021

Commissioners
San Francisco Historic Preservation Commission
49 S Van Ness Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94103

To Whom lt May Concern,

This is a letter of support for the Museo ltalo Americano's ("Museo") future home at 940 Battery Street in San
Francisco and its request for an extension of time for the entitlements it has secured for the 940 Battery Street
location.

I personally have been a member of the Museo for several decades and succeeded my deceased spouse Carolyn
M. Giannini as a member of its Board of Directors.

The mission of the Museo ltalo Americano is twofold: to research, collect, and display works of Italian and Italian
American artists, and to promote educational programs for the appreciation of Italian art, history and culture,
thereby preserving the heritage of Italian Americans for future generations.

"lf we don't tell our stories, who will" is a question that has guided and inspired the Museo's work to highlight and

promote the art, culture and achievements of Italian Americans. Although San Francisco and the entire state of
California have been shaped significantly by the descendants Of Italian immigrants, there are few spaces dedicated
to these stories. Additionally, as the national conversation about immigration continues, the Museo believes the
Italian American story is important to remember as it references many of the same themes we see in current
policies and rhetoric aimed at other immigrant groups. Moreover, for many years Italian Americans suffered from
damaging, negative stereotypes that were proliferated and cemented in popular culture. Thus, the Museo's arts
and cultural priorities are focused on harvesting and temng stories through dynamic visual arts and cultural
exhibits to shift the narrative about Italian Americans while also using these stories to express our common ground
as Americans and human beings.  Actions being taken to address these priorities include the Museo's Historical
Archive Project that collects, catalogues and displays photos, documents and artifacts that tell the story of Italian
immigration to California. The Museo also maintains a permanent collection of nearly 750 works of art including

paintings, sculptures, photographs, and works on paper by prominent Italian and Italian American artists.

The ultimate manifestation of these priorities will be realized in the future home of the Museo at 940 Battery
Street. The Museo has been planning a capital fundraising campaign since the building located at 940 Battery
Street was donated from the estate of its longtime benefactor, Dr. Jerome Cocuzza, whose mother was born in San
Francisco ln 1889. Dr. Cocuzza's wishes were that the building would be used for the purposes of preserving and
sharing Italian art and culture. At its future home, the Museo will install a new permanent exhibit honoring the
contributions of Italian Americans that will also address some of the larger themes of assimilation and cultural
identity. Through this process, the Museo will revive a long-vacant historic building, activate the neighborhood,
and add to the impressive collection of art and cultural museums that honor the past, present and future of San
Francisco and highlight its national and international importance.

As you know, the pandemic has affected the ability of all nonprofits to fundraise, and that is especially true for the
Museo's capital campaign which relies on its ability to host prospective donors to tour the building in person.
Although the Museo's capital campaign fundraising has been delayed by the pandemic, it has taken advantage of
the time to forge even stronger connections with aligned, local Italian American organizations. In addition, the
Museo also forged ahead with its plans in 2020 to ensure that the 150`h birthday of A.P. Giannini, the founder of



Bank of America, was publicly recognized. To that end, the Museo worked closed with San Francisco Supervisor
Catherine Stefani and her staff to secure a resolution from the Board of Supervisors for Giannini's 150th birthday on
May 5, 2020. Although the celebrations we planned were cancelled due to the pandemic, San Francisco City Hall
was lit with the colors of the Italian flag to commemorate this occasion. Giannini is a major source of inspiration
for the Museo, and since the company he founded, Bank of America, was acquired and its headquarters moved out
of state, the Museo is committed to ensuring that the memory and legacy of this giant of banking, philanthropy
and humanity shall never be lost in San Francisco. Recalling Giannini's story is also relevant now as he was there to
help small businesses, individuals, and the entire city recover after the 1906 earthquake and fire that devastated
San Francisco, and we may find great hope in his story as we prepare to rebuild our city from the pandemic.

Without the significant delay caused by the pandemic, the Museo would have been well on its way and had
planned to secure building permits in 2020 to move forward with the building renovation at 940 Battery Street. It
hosted an extremely successful capital campaign kick-off event in January 2020, co-hosted by the Consul General
for Italy, that included some of the most generous Italian American and ltalophile philanthropists in the San
Francisco Bay Area, with special guest butcher-chef Dario Cecchini from Tuscany (who was also featured in an
episode of the popular Netflix series Chefs rob/e).

Thanking you in advance for your consideration of the Museo's request, I remain.

Sincerely Your's



June 7, 2021 
 
 
 
Commissioners 
San Francisco Historic Preservation Commission 
49 S Van Ness Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94103 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
My name is Mark Cavagnero and I am submitting this letter of support for the Museo Italo Americano’s future 
home at 940 Battery Street in San Francisco and its request for an extension of time for the entitlements it secured 
for the 940 Battery Street location. Founding Principal of Mark Cavagnero Associates Architects, my firm has been 
in the neighborhood for over 25 years and I am looking forward to having the Museo Italo Americano as a 
neighbor. I have been a big fan of the Museo since it first open it’s doors, and most appreciate the historic 
influence to the city. 
 
The mission of the Museo Italo Americano is twofold: to research, collect, and display works of Italian and Italian 
American artists, and to promote educational programs for the appreciation of Italian art, history and culture, 
thereby preserving the heritage of Italian Americans for future generations. 
 
“If we don’t tell our stories, who will” is a question that has guided and inspired the Museo’s work to highlight and 
promote the art, culture and achievements of Italian Americans. Although San Francisco and the entire state of 
California have been shaped significantly by the descendants of Italian immigrants, there are few spaces dedicated 
to these stories. Additionally, as the national conversation about immigration continues, the Museo believes the 
Italian American story is important to remember as it references many of the same themes we see in current 
policies and rhetoric aimed at other immigrant groups. Moreover, for many years Italian Americans suffered from 
damaging, negative stereotypes that were proliferated and cemented in popular culture. Thus, the Museo’s arts 
and cultural priorities are focused on harvesting and telling stories through dynamic visual arts and cultural 
exhibits to shift the narrative about Italian Americans while also using these stories to express our common ground 
as Americans and human beings.  Actions being taken to address these priorities include the Museo’s Historical 
Archive Project that collects, catalogues and displays photos, documents and artifacts that tell the story of Italian 
immigration to California. The Museo also maintains a permanent collection of nearly 750 works of art including 
paintings, sculptures, photographs, and works on paper by prominent Italian and Italian American artists. 
 
The ultimate manifestation of these priorities will be realized in the future home of the Museo at 940 Battery 
Street. The Museo has been planning a capital fundraising campaign since the building located at 940 Battery 
Street was donated from the estate of its longtime benefactor, Dr. Jerome Cocuzza, whose mother was born in San 
Francisco in 1889. Dr. Cocuzza’s wishes were that the building would be used for the purposes of preserving and 
sharing Italian art and culture. At its future home, the Museo will install a new permanent exhibit honoring the 
contributions of Italian Americans that will also address some of the larger themes of assimilation and cultural 
identity. Through this process, the Museo will revive a long-vacant historic building, activate the neighborhood, 
and add to the impressive collection of art and cultural museums that honor the past, present and future of San 
Francisco and highlight its national and international importance. 
 
As you know, the pandemic has affected the ability of all nonprofits to fundraise, and that is especially true for the 
Museo’s capital campaign which relies on its ability to host prospective donors to tour the building in person. 
Although the Museo’s capital campaign fundraising has been delayed by the pandemic, it has taken advantage of 
the time to forge even stronger connections with aligned, local Italian American organizations. In addition, the 
Museo also forged ahead with its plans in 2020 to ensure that the 150th birthday of A.P. Giannini, the founder of 
Bank of America, was publicly recognized. To that end, the Museo worked closed with San Francisco Supervisor 



Catherine Stefani and her staff to secure a resolution from the Board of Supervisors for Giannini’s 150th birthday on 
May 5, 2020. Although the celebrations we planned were cancelled due to the pandemic, San Francisco City Hall 
was lit with the colors of the Italian flag to commemorate this occasion. Giannini is a major source of inspiration 
for the Museo, and since the company he founded, Bank of America, was acquired and its headquarters moved out 
of state, the Museo is committed to ensuring that the memory and legacy of this giant of banking, philanthropy 
and humanity shall never be lost in San Francisco. Recalling Giannini’s story is also relevant now as he was there to 
help small businesses, individuals, and the entire city recover after the 1906 earthquake and fire that devastated 
San Francisco, and we may find great hope in his story as we prepare to rebuild our city from the pandemic. 
 
Without the significant delay caused by the pandemic, the Museo would have been well on its way and had 
planned to secure building permits in 2020 to move forward with the building renovation at 940 Battery Street. It 
hosted an extremely successful capital campaign kick-off event in January 2020, co-hosted by the Consul General 
for Italy, that included some of the most generous Italian American and Italophile philanthropists in the San 
Francisco Bay Area, with special guest butcher-chef Dario Cecchini from Tuscany (who was also featured in an 
episode of the popular Netflix series Chef’s Table).  
 
Thank you for your consideration of the Museo’s request. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 




