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Project Site

 The western portion of the block 
bounded by Sansome, Washington, 
Battery, and Merchant streets

 Occupied by:

 A vacant three-story office building 
(425 Washington Street), 

 A vacant two-story commercial 
building (439– 445 Washington 
Street), and 

 The two-story San Francisco Fire 
Department Station 13 (530 
Sansome Street)
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Project Overview

 Demolition of the three existing 
buildings 

 Construction of a four-story 
replacement fire station and an 
approximately 218-foot-tall building 
(236 feet total, including rooftop 
mechanical equipment)

 Three below-grade levels

 The 218-foot-tall building would 
contain either:

 Hotel with 200 rooms, ground floor 
retail/restaurant use, 40,490 sf 
office use and 35,230 sf gym use; 
or

 256 residential units
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Environmental Review

 PMND published April 28, 2021

 No significant impacts

 20-day public review period

 Appeal filed May 18, 2021
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Appellant’s Claims

 Noticing: Department did not provide adequate notice of the PMND

 Project Description: Not stable

 Historic Resources: Analysis of project’s impact on historical 
resources, specifically the building at 447 Battery Street, is inadequate

 Mitigation Measures: Inappropriately deferred mitigation of potential 
impacts
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Department’s Response: Noticing

 20-day public review period

 April 28 to May 18, 2021

 Notice of Availability sent (447 Battery Street was one of the addressee)

 Notice in SF Examiner

 County Clerk Office posted

 Posters of the notice along project site frontages

 The Department provided legally adequate notice of the availability of 
the PMND
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Department’s Response: Project Description

 CEQA documents may describe/analyze multiple options or variants

 The PMND analyzes a single project with two different potential 
programs of use (one primarily hotel and the other primarily 
residential)

 The PMND concludes that under either the hotel or residential use, 
environmental impacts are essentially the same and applies the same 
mitigation measures

 The project description in the PMND is stable
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Department’s Response: Historic Resources

 447 Battery Street

 Eligible for listing in the California Register

 Undergoing the landmarking process

 The significance is not tied to surrounding development patterns 
or relationship with nearby properties

 No substantial evidence that the 530 Sansome Street project would 
result in alteration to the significance of 447 Battery Street 

 The Department’s analysis is supported by substantial evidence in 
the record
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Department’s Response: Mitigation Measures

 PMND mitigation measures:

 Detailed performance standards that ensure their effectiveness

 Specify the timing of any required actions
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Subsequent Appeal Letter (July 23, 2021)

 Geotechnical investigation

 Makes recommendations considering the existing building and 
the proposed 447 Battery Street project

 Effects on traffic, circulation, and pedestrian safety

 Removal of parking along Washington was considered

 Project would adequately serve freight and passenger loading
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Conclusion

 Through the PMND and appeal response, the Department has 
addressed all issues raised in appeal

 PMND adequately analyzes all required topics in CEQA checklist

 Appellant has not provided substantial evidence supporting fair 
argument that the project would result in significant impacts

 RECOMMENDATION: Reject appeal and uphold MND
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Additional support slides



PMND Appeal – 530 Sansome Street



PMND Appeal – 530 Sansome Street



PMND Appeal – 530 Sansome Street



PMND Appeal – 530 Sansome Street



PMND Appeal – 530 Sansome Street


	Slide Number 1
	Project Site
	Project Overview
	Environmental Review
	Appellant’s Claims
	Department’s Response: Noticing
	Department’s Response: Project Description
	Department’s Response: Historic Resources
	Department’s Response: Mitigation Measures
	Subsequent Appeal Letter (July 23, 2021)
	Conclusion
	Slide Number 12
	Additional support slides
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18

