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Discretionary Review 
Abbreviated Analysis 
HEARING DATE: MARCH 12, 2020 

 
Date: February 27, 2020 
Case No.: 2018-013511DRP 
Project Address: 350 Liberty Street 
Permit Application: 2018.0921.1017 
Zoning: RH-1 [Residential House, One-Family] 
 40-X Height and Bulk District 
Block/Lot: 3605 / 047 
Project Sponsor: David Piper 
 YA Studio 
 777 Florida Street, Suite 301 
 San Francisco, CA 94110 
Staff Contact: David Winslow – (415) 575-9159 
 david.winslow@sfgov.org 
Recommendation: Do Not Take DR and Approve  
 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
The project proposes 343 square foot, horizontal front addition to the third floor of an existing 3-story single-
family home. A deck on the roof of the 2nd floor is also proposed at the front and side of the addition.  
 
SITE DESCRIPTION AND PRESENT USE 
The subject property is a three-story, single family house built in 1925 on a 25’ wide x 114’ deep lateral and 
down sloping lot.  
 
SURROUNDING PROPERTIES AND NEIGHBORHOOD 
The immediate neighboring building on this block of Liberty have a development pattern of primarily two-
story single-family residential buildings that maintain a consistent scale with the street and step with the 
slope of the street. Liberty street itself is made into two narrow lanes split by a planted center median / 
retaining wall. This affects the perceptibility of building scale. 
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CASE NO. 2018-013511DRP 
350 Liberty Street 

BUILDING PERMIT NOTIFICATION 
 

TYPE 
REQUIRED 

PERIOD 
NOTIFICATION 

DATES 
DR FILE DATE DR HEARING DATE FILING TO HEARING TIME 

311 
Notice 

30 days 
October 16, 2019 
– November 15, 

2019 

November 15, 
2019 

March 12, 2020 118 days 

 
HEARING NOTIFICATION 
 

TYPE 
REQUIRED 

PERIOD 
REQUIRED NOTICE DATE ACTUAL NOTICE DATE 

ACTUAL 
PERIOD 

Posted Notice 20 days February 21, 2020 February 21, 2020 20 days 
Mailed Notice 20 days February 21, 2020 February 21, 2020 20 days 
Online Notice 20 days February 21, 2020 February 21, 2020 20 days 

 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

 SUPPORT OPPOSED NO POSITION 

Adjacent neighbor(s) 0 0 0 
Other neighbors on the 
block or directly across 
the street 

0 0 0 

Neighborhood groups 0 0 0 
 
 
DR REQUESTOR 
Phillipe Vendrolini, of 337 Liberty Street neighbor across the street to the Southeast. 
 
DR REQUESTOR’S CONCERNS AND PROPOSED ALTERNATIVES 
The project does not conform to the following Residential Design Guidelines: 

1. Respect the topography and the scale of the street 
2. Is out of architectural character is not compatible with that of other buildings on the street. 

Proposed alternatives: set the addition back 15’ and eliminate the sloped roof.  

See attached Discretionary Review Application, dated November 15, 2019.   
 
PROJECT SPONSOR’S RESPONSE TO DR APPLICATION 
See attached Response to Discretionary Review, dated February 20, 2020.   
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CASE NO. 2018-013511DRP 
350 Liberty Street 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 
The Department has determined that the proposed project is exempt/excluded from environmental review, 
pursuant to CEQA Guideline Section 15301 (Class One - Minor Alteration of Existing Facility, (e) Additions 
to existing structures provided that the addition will not result in an increase of more than 10,000 square 
feet).  
 
RESIDENTIAL DESIGN TEAM REVIEW 
The Residential Design Advisory Team re-reviewed the project in consideration of the DR Application and 
confirmed that the project meets the Residential Design Guidelines.  
 
RDAT found that the modest expansion proposed maintains the primary sense of scale at the street as it is 
set back 10’ from primary front building wall, partially set behind a high parapet, and is further made 
subordinate with a 5’-1” side setback. Additionally, the planted median of Liberty street aids in the relative 
subordination of the addition and maintaining the 2-story scale.  The relative amount of glass was likewise 
not found to be excessive or detrimental to the overall architectural character of the street. 
Therefore, staff found that DR requestor’s concerns regarding the scale and character are not extraordinary 
or exceptional.  
 

RECOMMENDATION: Do Not Take DR and Approve  

 
Attachments: 
Block Book Map  
Sanborn Map 
Zoning Map 
Aerial Photographs  
Context Photographs 
Section 311 Notice 
CEQA Determination 
DR Application dated November 15, 2019 
Project Sponsor Submittal dated February 20, 2020 
Reduced 311 Plans 
 



Exhibits

Discretionary Review Hearing
Case Number 2018-013511DRP
350 Liberty Street



Parcel Map

Discretionary Review Hearing
Case Number 2018-013511DRP
350 Liberty Street

SUBJECT PROPERTY DR REQUESTOR’S 
PROPERTY



*The Sanborn Maps in San Francisco have not been updated since 1998, and  this map may not accurately reflect existing conditions.

Sanborn Map*

Discretionary Review Hearing
Case Number 2018-013511DRP
350 Liberty Street

DR REQUESTOR’S 
PROPERTY

SUBJECT PROPERTY



Zoning Map

Discretionary Review Hearing
Case Number 2018-013511DRP
350 Liberty Street



Aerial Photo

SUBJECT PROPERTY
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Aerial Photo
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Aerial Photo
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Aerial Photo
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Site Photo

Discretionary Review Hearing
Case Number 2018-013511DRP
350 Liberty Street

SUBJECT PROPERTY



  

 

1650 Mission Street Suite 400   San Francisco, CA 94103 

NOTICE OF BUILDING PERMIT APPLICATION   (SECTION 311) 
 

On September 21, 2018, Building Permit Application No. 2018.0921.1017 was filed for work at the Project Address 
below. 
 
Notice Date:  October 16th, 2019   Expiration Date:    November 15th, 2019 
 

P R O J E C T  I N F O R M A T I O N  A P P L I C A N T  I N F O R M A T I O N  
Project Address: 350 Liberty Street Applicant: David Piper,  Y.A. Studio 
Cross Street(s): Sanchez and Church Streets Address:    777 Florida Street, Suite 301 
Block/Lot No.: 3605 / 047 City, State: San Francsico, CA 
Zoning District(s): RH-1 / 40-X Telephone: (415) 920-1839 
Record Number: 2018-013511PRJ Email: david@ya-studio.com 

You are receiving this notice as an owner or occupant of property within 150 feet of the proposed project. You are not 
required to take any action. For more information about the proposed project, or to express concerns about the project, 
please contact the Applicant listed above or the Planner named below as soon as possible. If you believe that there are 
exceptional or extraordinary circumstances associated with the project, you may request that the Planning Commission review 
this application at a public hearing for Discretionary Review. Requests for a Discretionary Review hearing must be filed during 
the 30-day review period, prior to the close of business on the Expiration Date shown above, or the next business day if that 
date is on a week-end or a legal holiday. If no Requests for Discretionary Review are filed, this project will be approved by the 
Planning Department after the Expiration Date. 

Members of the public are not required to provide personal identifying information when they communicate with the 
Commission or the Department. All written or oral communications, including submitted personal contact information, may be 
made available to the public for inspection and copying upon request and may appear on the Department’s website or in other 
public documents. 
 

P R O J E C T  S C O P E  
  Demolition   New Construction   Alteration 
  Change of Use   Façade Alteration(s)   Front Addition 
  Rear Addition   Side Addition   Vertical Addition 
P RO JE CT  FE AT U RE S  EXISTING  PROPOSED  
Building Use Single Family Home No Change 
Front Setback ± 2 feet No Change 
Side Setbacks None No Change 
Building Depth 72 feet, 6 ½ inches No Change 
Rear Yard 32 feet, 4 ¼  inches No Change 
Building Height 31 feet, 4 inches 34 feet, 11 inches 
Number of Stories 3 No Change 
Number of Dwelling Units 0 No Change 
Number of Parking Spaces 0 No Change 

P R O J E C T  D E S C R I P T I O N  

The project proposes a 343 square foot, horizontal front addition to the third floor of an existing 3-story single-family home. 
A deck on the roof of the 2nd floor is also proposed at the front and side of the addition.  

 

The issuance of the building permit by the Department of Building Inspection or the Planning Commission project approval 
at a discretionary review hearing would constitute as the Approval Action for the project for the purposes of CEQA, pursuant 
to Section 31.04(h) of the San Francisco Administrative Code. 

To view plans or related documents, visit sf-planning.org/notices and search the Project Address listed above. Once the 
property is located, click on the dot(s) to view details of the record number above, its related documents and/or plans.  

For more information, please contact Planning Department staff: 
Jeff Horn, 415-575-6925, Jeffrey.Horn@sfgov.org       

 

http://dbiweb.sfgov.org/dbipts/default.aspx?page=Permit&PermitNumber=201809211017&Stepin=1
http://dbiweb.sfgov.org/dbipts/default.aspx?page=Permit&PermitNumber=201809211017&Stepin=1
mailto:david@ya-studio.com
mailto:david@ya-studio.com
https://sf-planning.org/neighborhood-notification
https://sf-planning.org/neighborhood-notification


GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT PROCEDURES 
Reduced copies of the proposed project plans have been included in this mailing for your information.  If you have 
questions about the plans, please contact the project Applicant listed on the front of this notice. You may wish to 
discuss the plans with your neighbors or neighborhood association, as they may already be aware of the project. If 
you have general questions about the Planning Department’s review process, contact the Planning Information 
Center (PIC) at 1660 Mission Street, 1st Floor (415) 558-6377 or pic@sfgov.org.  If you have specific questions 
about the proposed project, you should contact the planner listed on the front of this notice.  
If you believe that the impact on you from the proposed project is significant and you wish to seek to change the 
project, there are several procedures you may use. We strongly urge that steps 1 and 2 be taken.  
1. Request a meeting with the project Applicant to get more information and to explain the project's impact 

on you. 
2. Contact the nonprofit organization Community Boards at (415) 920-3820, or online at 

www.communityboards.org for a facilitated discussion in a safe and collaborative environment. 
Community Boards acts as a neutral third party and has, on many occasions, helped reach mutually 
agreeable solutions.   

3. Where you have attempted, through the use of the above steps or other means, to address potential 
problems without success, please contact the planner listed on the front of this notice to discuss your 
concerns. 

If, after exhausting the procedures outlined above, you still believe that exceptional and extraordinary 
circumstances exist, you have the option to request that the Planning Commission exercise its discretionary powers 
to review the project. These powers are reserved for use in exceptional and extraordinary circumstances for 
projects which generally conflict with the City's General Plan and the Priority Policies of the Planning Code; 
therefore the Commission exercises its discretion with utmost restraint. This procedure is called Discretionary 
Review. If you believe the project warrants Discretionary Review by the Planning Commission, you must file a 
Discretionary Review application prior to the Expiration Date shown on the front of this notice. Discretionary 
Review applications are available at the Planning Information Center (PIC), 1660 Mission Street, 1st Floor, or online 
at www.sfplanning.org). You must submit the application in person at the Planning Information Center (PIC), 
with all required materials and a check payable to the Planning Department. To determine the fee for a 
Discretionary Review, please refer to the Planning Department Fee Schedule available at www.sfplanning.org. If 
the project includes multiple building permits, i.e. demolition and new construction, a separate request for 
Discretionary Review must be submitted, with all required materials and fee, for each permit that you feel 
will have an impact on you.  Incomplete applications will not be accepted. 
If no Discretionary Review Applications have been filed within the Notification Period, the Planning Department will 
approve the application and forward it to the Department of Building Inspection for its review. 

BOARD OF APPEALS 

An appeal of the Planning Commission’s decision on a Discretionary Review case may be made to the Board of 
Appeals within 15 calendar days after the building permit is issued (or denied) by the Department of Building 
Inspection. Appeals must be submitted in person at the Board's office at 1650 Mission Street, 3rd Floor, Room 304. 
For further information about appeals to the Board of Appeals, including current fees, contact the Board of Appeals 
at (415) 575-6880. 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 

This project has undergone preliminary review pursuant to California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). If, as part 
of this process, the Department’s Environmental Review Officer has deemed this project to be exempt from further 
environmental review, an exemption determination has been prepared and can be obtained through the Exemption 
Map at www.sfplanning.org. An appeal of the decision to exempt the proposed project from CEQA may be 
made to the Board of Supervisors within 30 calendar days after the project approval action identified on the 
determination. The procedures for filing an appeal of an exemption determination are available from the Clerk of 
the Board at City Hall, Room 244, or by calling (415) 554-5184.     

Under CEQA, in a later court challenge, a litigant may be limited to raising only those issues previously raised at a 
hearing on the project or in written correspondence delivered to the Board of Supervisors, Planning Commission, 
Planning Department or other City board, commission or department at, or prior to, such hearing, or as part of the 
appeal hearing process on the CEQA decision. 

http://www.communityboards.org/
http://www.communityboards.org/
http://www.sfplanning.org/
http://www.sfplanning.org/
http://www.sfplanning.org/
http://www.sfplanning.org/
http://www.sfplanning.org/
http://www.sfplanning.org/
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Affidavit of Mailing 

 

 

I,  ________________Monica Huggins____ ________ have mailed the attached 
document 
  (please print name) 
 

____  Notification of Project Receiving Environmental Review (Neighborhood Notice) 

____   Notice of Availability of Environmental Review Document (NOA) 

____  Notice of Scoping Meeting for an Environmental Impact Report 

____  Notice of Preparation of an Environmental Impact Report 

____   Notice of Availability of Draft Environmental Impact Report 

____   Preliminary Negative Declaration (PND) and Standard Neg Dec Cover Letter 

____  Mitigated Negative Declaration (FMND)  

____ Notice of Availability of Preliminary Negative Declaration 

____  Notice of Hearing on Appeal After Initial Evaluation of a Project 

_X___ Certificate of Determination of Exemption/Exclusion From Environmental Review 

____  Other : ______________________  

On_6/26/2019__ Project File No. & Title __2018-013511ENV-350 Liberty Street 
     (Date)    
              

Also attached is a copy of the mailing list/mailing labels to which the document was 
mailed. 

________Monica Huggins________________________ 

    (Signature) 

 

_________6/26/2019_____________________________________ 

      (Date) 

N:\MEA\Administrative\forms\Affidavit of Mailing.doc 

Revised 04/24/07 













Preservation Team Meeting Date: Date of Form Completion 5/20/2019

PRESERVATION TEAM REVIEW FORM

  PROJECT ISSUES:

 Is the subject Property an eligible historic resource? 

 If so, are the proposed changes a significant impact?

 Additional Notes:  

Submitted: Supplemental Application, prepared by Architect David Piper (revised May 
2019) 
 

  PRESERVATION TEAM REVIEW:

   Category:  A  B  C

Individual Historic District/Context

Property is individually eligible for inclusion in a 
California Register under one or more of the 
following Criteria: 

Property is in an eligible California Register 
Historic District/Context under one or more of 
the following Criteria: 

Criterion 1 - Event:

Criterion 2 -Persons:

Criterion 3 - Architecture:

Criterion 4 - Info. Potential:

Criterion 1 - Event:

Criterion 2 -Persons:

Criterion 3 - Architecture:

Criterion 4 - Info. Potential:

Period of Significance: Period of Significance: 

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

n/a

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

n/a

Contributor Non-Contributor

  PROJECT INFORMATION:

Planner: Address:

Charles Enchill 350 Liberty Street

Block/Lot: Cross Streets:

3605/047 Church Street

CEQA Category: Art. 10/11: BPA/Case No.:

B n/a 2018-013511ENV

  PURPOSE OF REVIEW:   PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

CEQA Article 10/11 Preliminary/PIC Alteration Demo/New Construction

DATE OF PLANS UNDER REVIEW: n/a



   Complies with the Secretary’s Standards/Art 10/Art 11:

   CEQA Material Impairment to the individual historic resource:

   CEQA Material Impairment to the historic district:

   Requires Design Revisions:

   Defer to Residential Design Team:

Yes No N/A

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

PRESERVATION TEAM COMMENTS:

        According to the Supplemental Application Form prepared by Architect David Piper 
(dated December 2018) and information in the planning department files, the subject 
property at 350 Liberty Street contains a four-story, wood-framed, flat roof residential 
building with stucco exterior. The subject building was constructed in 1925 (Building 
Permit Record) with unknown architect and/or builder. Only two stories are visible from 
the street as the property is down-sloping to the north (rear). The ground floor has a gated 
and recessed vestibule entry to the left of a two-car garage entrance. The floor above 
projects over the sidewalk with two symmetrical three-part, fixed, wood windows. Each 
window system consists of  a center window with three lites over one, flanked by a 
window on each side with a small lite over larger lite. The top of the front facade contains a 
mansard parapet. The partially visible east (side) elevation consists of painted vinyl siding. 
Permitted and visible exterior alterations include: replacement of a single car garage door 
for two cars (1966), re-roofing (1992), reconfiguration of entry stair (2003), and re-roofing 
(2008). The earliest owner from construction was Mary S. McLerie with unknown 
occupation. It is unclear whether Mary ever resided at the property, but she purchased it 
back from her buyers on two occasions. First in 1928 from dentist Joseph F. Baptist and 
again in 1932 from nurse Verna L. Mitchel. Verna is the first known tenant who resided at 
the property from 1928-1930.  
        Department preservation staff have determined that 350 Liberty Street does not 
appear to be eligible for listing in the California Register. No known historic events have 
occurred at the subject property that have made a significant contribution to the local, 
regional, state, or national levels (Criterion 1). None of the owners or occupants of the 
subject property are known to be important to history (Criterion 2). The original builder 
and/or architect are unknown. The building is also vernacular in style and does not 
embody distinctive characteristics of a master or possesses high artistic value (Criterion 3). 
Based upon a review of information in the Department's records, the subject building is 
not significant under Criterion 4 since this significance criterion typically applies to rare 
construction types when involving the built environment. The subject building is not an 
example of a rare construction type. Assessment of archaeological sensitivity is undertaken 
through the Department’s Preliminary Archaeological Review process and is outside the 
scope of this review. 
 
(see continuation sheet) 

  Signature of a Senior Preservation Planner / Preservation Coordinator: Date:

Allison K. Vanderslice Digitally signed by Allison K. Vanderslice 
Date: 2019.06.07 13:31:20 -07'00'





HISTORICAL RESOURCE DISTRIBUTION LIST 
UPDATED 1-24-2019 

 
 

Courtney Damkroger 
2626 Hyde Street 
San Francisco, CA  94109 
cdamkroger@hotmail.com 
415-923-0920 
       

Gerald D. Adams 
San Francisco Towers 
1661 Pine Street, #1028 
San Francisco, CA  94109   
 
Mary Miles 
Coalition for Adequate Review 
364 Page Street, #36 
San Francisco, CA  94102 
 
Lucinda Woodward 
State Office of Historic Preservation 
Local Government Unit 
1725 – 23rd Street, Suite 100 
Sacramento, CA  95816 
 
Sue Hestor 
870 Market Street, #1128 
San Francisco, CA  94102 
hestor@earthlink.net 
415-846-1021 
 
Karin Flood 
Union Square Business Improvement District (BID) 
323 Geary Street, Suite 203 
San Francisco, CA  94102 
Karin@unionsquarebid.com 
415-781-7880 
 
The Art Deco Society of California 
525 Bellevue Ave, Suite 311 
Oakland, CA  94610 
zelda1927@artdecosociety.org 
(Prefer to be notified via email) 
 
Andrew Wolfram 
1420 Sutter Street, 2nd Floor 
San Francisco,CA  94109 
 
 
Anthony Veerkamp   

National Trust for Historic Preservation 

25 Taylor Street 

San Francisco, CA 94102 

 
Courtney S. Clarkson 
3109 Sacramento Street 
San Francisco, CA  94115 
 
Nancy Shanahan 
Telegraph Hill Dwellers 
470 Columbus Avenue, #211 
San Francisco, CA  94133 

 
 
 
 
Eugene T. Flannery, Environmental Compliance Manager 
Mayor’s Office of Housing and Community Development 
One South Van Ness Ave, 5th Floor 
San Francisco, CA  94103 
Eugene.flannery@sfgov.org 
415-701-5598 
 
Matthew Davis 
San Francisco Documents Librarian  
Government Information Center 
SF Public Library 
INTEROFFICE #41 
(3 copies) 
 
Richard S.E. Johns  
174 9th Avenue 
San Francisco, CA  94118 
RSEJohns@yahoo.com 
415-781-8494 
 
Hisashi Sugaya 
900 Bush Street, #419 
San Francisco, CA  94109 
 
Diane Matsuda 
John Burton Foundation  
235 Montgomery Street, Suite 1142 
San Francisco, CA  94104 
 
Ellen Joslin Johnck, RPA 
101 Lombard Street, 3rd Floor 
San Francisco, CA  94103 
 
Kevin Johnston      
2288 Buena Vista Avenue 

Livermore, CA  94550 

Aaron Jon Hyland 

Commission President 

San Francisco Planning Department 

 1650 Mission Street, Suite 400 
 San Francisco, CA 94103 
aaron.hyland.hpc@gmail.com 
 
 
 
Kate Black, 
Commissioner 
SEAT 6 Real Estate Professional 
San Francisco Planning Department 
1650 Mission Street, Suite 400 
San Francisco, CA 94103 
kate.black@sfgov.org 
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mailto:RSEJohns@yahoo.com
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HISTORICAL EVALUATION of 350 LIBERTY 
STREET, SAN FRANCISCO

SUMMARY OF PROPERTY

PHOTOGRAPHS OF PROPERTY

NEIGHBORHOOD SUMMARY

PHOTOGRAPHS OF ADJACENT PROPERTIES

2

3

4

5

View looking west, showing subject block and the block directly across
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SUMMARY OF PROPERTY

The property at 350 Liberty Street is in the southeastern part of Dolores Heights Special Use District. The property is located 
on block 3605 and lot 047, such that the front entrance is from Liberty Street. 350 Liberty is currently a four-story building 
that was originally built in 1925. The front facade is located on the south side of the subject property and it consists of two 
three-pane windows, a recessed entrance door, and a two door garage. The front facade of the building is clad in a coating of 
stucco. The rear facade, or the north side of the subject property, the building has Alcoa Older Dutch vinyl siding installed over 
existing wood panels. New casement windows and glass siding doors were installed on the rear facade. Decks exist on all 
three levels. The east and west facades are clad with this same vinyl siding.

permit #143562, dated 10/08/1925). No photos of the original building could be found. Two more stories were added to the 
original structure in 1971. The building permit (#403752, dated 11/26/1971) states the work to be performed as “extend 

submitted with building permit #425246, dated 08/03/1973.

Roof System. Building permit #9207534, dated 05/08/1992, stated an installation of new vinyl siding on the back of house 
and an insulation underlayment to be used. On the rear side of the building, a new retaining wall was installed acoording to 
building permit #390853, dated 11/12/1970.

Various interior alterations occured in 1966 (building permit #327164, dated 03/14/1966), 1981 (building permit #8105005, 
dated 06/03/1981), and 2003 (building permit #200304152364, dated 09/29/2003). These alterations respectively include: 
removing an existing garage door and installing a two car garage door (#327164), re-locating utility lines to more convenient 
locations (#327164), replacing temporary stairs in backyard (#8105005), enlarging landings in backyard stairs (#8105005), 
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PHOTOGRAPHS OF PROPERTY

View looking at the south face of the property building 

View looking at the north face of the property building
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NEIGHBORHOOD SUMMARY

The subject property and its vicinity properties are all located in the Dolores Heights Special Use District. Architecturally, there 
is an invisible line parallel to Liberty Street slope that informs the heights of the buildings.

Most of the adjacent properties look renovated. There are only two buildings on the opposite side of the subject block that 
have a Victorian style on the front exterior. The rest of the adjacent properties are either clad with stucco, has a wooden 
siding, or another form of simple exterior. 
 
Other than 300, 345-343, 381, and 385 Liberty, all properties on the subject property’s block and the one directly across it are 
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PHOTOGRAPHS OF ADJACENT PROPERTIES

300 Liberty

From right to left: 312-314, 320 Liberty 
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PHOTOGRAPHS OF ADJACENT PROPERTIES

From right to left: 324, 329, 332 Liberty 

332 Liberty
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PHOTOGRAPHS OF ADJACENT PROPERTIES

From right to left: 336, 342, 346 Liberty 

346 Liberty 
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PHOTOGRAPHS OF ADJACENT PROPERTIES

360 Liberty

366 Liberty
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PHOTOGRAPHS OF ADJACENT PROPERTIES

From right to left: 374, 378-380 Liberty 

From right to left: 384, 390 Liberty 
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PHOTOGRAPHS OF ADJACENT PROPERTIES

From right to left: 755 Sanchez-399 Liberty, 393 Liberty

From right to left: 385, 381 Liberty
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PHOTOGRAPHS OF ADJACENT PROPERTIES

From right to left: 377,373 Liberty

From right to left: 369, 367 (under construction) Liberty
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PHOTOGRAPHS OF ADJACENT PROPERTIES

From right to left: 363 (under construction), 353-333 Liberty

From right to left: 351, 347-349, 343-345 Liberty
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PHOTOGRAPHS OF ADJACENT PROPERTIES

From right to left: 337-339-341, 333, 335 Liberty

From right to left: 333-335, 329-331 Liberty
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PHOTOGRAPHS OF ADJACENT PROPERTIES

From right to left: 307, 305 Liberty

301 Liberty
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Preservation Team Review Form 350 Liberty Street 
Continuation Sheet 

Page 3 of 3 
 

The subject property is not located within the boundaries of any identified historic district and is located 
on a block face that lacks architectural cohesion and integrity overall.  
 
Therefore, Planning Department Preservation staff has determined the subject property is not eligible 
for listing in the California Register, either individually or as a district contributor. 
 

 
View west of 350 Liberty Street. Two of four stories are visible from 

 the street (Google Street View).  
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Paul Wang

From: philippe vendrolini <vendrolini@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, November 06, 2019 9:11 PM

To: Paul Wang

Cc: Liberty Street; David Piper; Katherine Moore

Subject: Re: 350 Liberty - Summary of changes

Paul, 

 

Thanks for the detailed explanation, what I would bring up is if the main purpose of the addition to provide a place to 

enjoy the sun and do some light gardening, couldn’t a roof deck in the front be a better fit, it would allow for maximum 

sun exposure, create some nice greenery on the roof and not impact the street by adding mass/volume to the front.  

Any thoughts on that option? 

 

I would also say that I find it a little odd to have purchased this particular property if sun exposure was such an 

important part of their lives, when we purchased our apartment we specifically went for this side of the street to get a 

southern garden.  

Privacy in our front bedrooms is also of importance to us.   

 

Philippe 

  

On Nov 6, 2019, at 12:08 PM, Paul Wang <paul@ya-studio.com> wrote: 

 

Hi Philippe, 
Thanks for your email and taking the time to review the memorandum. 
As a resident living on Liberty Street, I’m sure you’re well aware that north facing side of the houses are 
generally cold, damp, and windy. This is the case with my client’s house. Even though he has decks with 
a small rear yard, these spaces on the north side of the property are hardly ever usable due to the 
weather. 
The purpose of the project was to create a modestly sized sun room where he can do a little gardening 
and enjoy some limited time in the sun with is family. By removing the clerestory roof form as you’ve 
suggested, it would really defeat the purpose of the addition. 
We’ve been working closely with Bruce Bowen and a Senior Planner at the Planning department to 
ensure that our proposed addition is under the allowable height limit set forth by the planning department 
and in compliance with the Dolores Heights Special Use district. Some questions regarding interpretation 
of the way height is measured is currently being reviewed by the Zoning Administrator and we are waiting 
for feedback to make any adjustments to our design, if necessary. This is currently the next step in the 
process. 
We certainly value and carefully consider all feedback we receive from the neighbors and Planning 
Department and our client has made significant concessions based on the outreach meeting then again 
during Planning review. 
Sorry again for the slow nature of this process and we appreciate your patience as we work with the 
neighbors and the city. 
  
  

Paul Wang, Senior Associate 
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From: philippe vendrolini <vendrolini@gmail.com>  

Sent: Monday, November 04, 2019 11:55 AM 

To: Paul Wang <paul@ya-studio.com> 

Cc: Liberty Street <350libertystreet@gmail.com>; David Piper <david@ya-studio.com>; Katherine Moore 

<katherine@ya-studio.com> 

Subject: Re: 350 Liberty - Summary of changes 

  

Paul, 

  

Thanks for sending this, I did review and think this is going in the right direction, I still have some privacy 

concerns with the amount of windows you have in the front. 

  

Another neighbor reached out to me about the project and is also concerned about adding mass to the 

front of the building as it will change the face of that building and the "downhill” facades from the 

street. We feel removing the peak roof would help; staying within the height of the current roof in the 

back. 

  

What would be next steps for finding a solution here. 

Our deadline for DR is coming up. 

  

Let me know. 

  

Thanks. 

  

Philippe. 

415 260 1368 

  

 

 

 

On Oct 25, 2019, at 12:18 PM, Paul Wang <paul@ya-studio.com> wrote: 

  
Hi Philippe 
  
Attached please see a memorandum summarizing the changes between the design we 
presented at the neighborhood outreach meeting and the design reflected in the 311 
notification. 
  
Please feel free to call me if you have any questions. 
  
Again apologies in the delay in getting to you. 
  
  
  
Regards, 
  
  
  

Paul Wang, Senior Associate 

  
<image001.png> 
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MEMORANDUM   

 

 

 

Date:  10/24/19 
 
To:  Mr. Philippe Vendrolini 

      vendrolini@gmail.com 
 

From:  Paul Wang (YA Studio) 
 
CC:  Christopher Burnett (Project Sponsor) 
  David Piper (YA Studio) 
  Katherine Moore (YA Studio) 

 
Subject: 350 Liberty Street 311 Notification 
 
Attachment: Exhibit of changes (4 sheets) 

 

 

 Dear Mr. Vendrolini 

 

Below please find a summary of design changes between the drawings that was 

reviewed with you at our neighborhood outreach meeting and the current design 

per the 311 notification you received from the San Francisco Planning 

Department. 

 

1) The massing of the addition along the west property line has been pulled 

back by 3’-0”. This modification was to address a comment from the Planning 

Department to reduce the impact to the west neighbor. 

2) A portion of the clerestory roof has been changed to a lower flat roof which 

wraps around to the south side of the addition. This modification was to 

address concerns from the neighbors at the outreach meeting that there was 

a lack of visual privacy from their residence located across the street. The 

wrap around roof element significantly cuts down on the view angle looking 

into the Project Sponsor’s Sunroom. 

3) The clerestory massing has been significantly reduced to minimize visual 

impact of the addition for the neighboring properties. 

 



 

                       

 

Please see the attached exhibit showing a comparison of the design that was 

presented at the neighborhood outreach meeting and the current design as 

shown in the 311 notification. 

 

 Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 

 

 

 Paul Wang 

Senior Associate 
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Paul Wang

From: philippe vendrolini <vendrolini@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2019 10:44 PM

To: Paul Wang

Subject: Re: 350 Liberty

Paul, 

 

Thanks for the note. 

I do hear you about your argument about the privacy issue. The project will have some impact on our privacy (both sides 

actually) but I guess that’s hard to avoid with any windows facing the street.  

 

On the other hand, we do believe the clerestropy roof is out of character with the other homes of the block, it creates 

extra volume and mass that is not needed. One could argue that adding to the top floor and pushing it higher and closer 

to the street, the project does not respect topography. 

With the addition the extra floor will stand out and alter the look of the north side of the street. 

 

We do appreciate the effort you are willing to make but 1ft drop falls short. 

We also are not eager to go through this whole DR process but in this case it is important to take a stand. 

 

I am planning to submit a file for DR tomorrow or Friday am depending on my schedule. 

 

Philippe. 

 

 

 

On Nov 13, 2019, at 6:31 PM, Paul Wang <paul@ya-studio.com> wrote: 

 

Hi Philippe – thank you for the call yesterday. I want to follow up on our conversation to try and address 
some of the concerns you voiced. 
  
Regarding the privacy concerns: As we discussed, I think that expecting a sense of privacy from street 
facing windows seems unfair to any neighbors located across the street. The street is a public space that 
should be available and to be enjoyed by other building owners. Add to the fact that Liberty Street is a 
wider than normal street because of the planting median, and 350 Liberty is a couple of house up the hill 
from you, we do not feel that the addition would substantively impact your sense of privacy. 
  
Regarding the scale and character concerns: I reviewed the planning guidelines, and while the 3rd floor 
addition is above the neighboring 2 story structures (even though there are several 3 and 4 story 
structures on the block face). The planning guidelines suggest that the appropriate solution to mitigate 
this, is to set back the upper floor addition, which we have done. I also want to stress that we are well 
below the allowable height limit and have already reduced the clerestory massing to address comments 
we received from you at the initial outreach meeting. 
  
That said, I had a long discussion with the owner today and encouraged him to try to work with you to 
show that we’re approaching the process in good faith. After some effort, he is willing to lower the 
clerestory roof by 12”. This would put ceiling height of the sun room at 7’-6” along the entire west side of 
the room (this is the lowest legal ceiling height for a room per the building code). 
  
While we are hoping to avoid a discretion review filing, we strongly feel that our design is not excessive, 
and that we’ve made every effort (within reason) to work with the neighbors and the Planning department 
and have adjusted the design based on feedback we’ve received. 

CORRESPONDENCE WITH D.R. REQUESTOR
11/13/20
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If you don’t feel that the 12” concession is sufficient, I think at this point, the owner is willing to take his 
chances at the Planning Commission with the design as currently submitted. 
  
  
  

Paul Wang, Senior Associate 
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