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VIEW FROM 5TH AND BRANNAN
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PROJECT OVERVIEW
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MARKET HALL BUILDING
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BLOCKS BUILDING 
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GATEWAY BUILDING 



VERTICAL CONNECTION THROUGH 
OUTDOOR SPACES

UN-BOXING THE FLOWER MARKET

UNIQUE RESPONSE 

In alignment with its current wholesale 
program, the existing wholesale flower market 
occupies an opaque structure that lacks 
physical or visual connection to the public 
sphere. The new Wholesale Flower Market is 
intentionally programmed to occupy some  
public facing retail spaces. This permeable 
edge connects the flower market’s vibrant 
energy to the public space and allows for a 
stronger connection between those who visit 
the site and the historic wholesale flower 
market.

The activity on the ground plane is projected 
and stitched across buildings through key 
outdoor spaces that function as horizontal 
and vertical connectors: the Market Alley and 
the Oculus. The Market Alley accentuates the 
pedestrian activity in between the Market Hall 
and Blocks Building and creates a dynamic link 
between the active ground plane and the lush 
roof terraces. The Oculus provides a physical 
break in the Market Hall floorplate that allows 
for a vertical visual connection between the 
office tenants and pedestrian retail activity. 
Additionally, the Oculus creates a cross-
connection from Branna Street to the Market 
Alley, signaling the activity beyond.  

Each of the three separate buildings on the 
site of the new SF Flower Mart responds to its 
context in a unique way. The Gateway Building 
anchors the corner as the gateway to the 
site and the Central SOMA District. The Market 
Hall is a long and narrow building with ground 
floor retail and restricted height to better 
respond to its surrounding. The Blocks Building 
absorbs the necessary area for large desirable 
floor plates but also works as a collection of 
masses instead of one large bulk. 
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BUILDING STRATEGY DIAGRAM
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ILLUSTRATED SITE PLAN
Scale: 1” = 80’-0”
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PROGRAM: RETAIL
Scale: 1” = 80’-0”
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PROGRAM: SAN FRANCISCO WHOLESALE FLOWER MART
Scale: 1” = 80’-0”
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PROGRAM: OFFICE
Scale: 1” = 80’-0”
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POPOS & PUBLIC PLAZAS
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BRANNAN ST FRONTAGE & BRANNAN PLAZA
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BRANNAN ST FRONTAGE & BRANNAN PLAZA
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SHARED OCULUS BREEZEWAY 
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5TH STREET FRONTAGE & 5TH ST PLAZA
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MARKET ALLEY / MID BLOCK CONNECTION

MARKET 
ALLEY
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MARKET ALLEY / MID BLOCK CONNECTION
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5TH STREET PLAZA AND MARKET ALLEY
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MARKET HALL ENTRY AT BRANNAN STREET
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OCULUS BREEZEWAY AT BRANNAN STREET
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VIEW FROM I-80
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GATEWAY BUILDING - 280 FREEWAY EXIT INTO SOMA



5TH ST PLAZA PLANTERS

KEY SPECIES

LEUCADENDRON ‘EBONY’, EBONY CONE BUSH

LAVANDULA DENTATA, FRENCH LAVENDER

EUPHORBIA SSP WULFENII, EVERGREEN SPURGE

SANTOLINA ROSMARINIFOLIA, GREEN SANTOLINA

ARTEMISIA ‘POWIS CASTLE’, WORMWOOD
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STREET TREES & GROUND FLOOR TREES

MAGNOLIA GRANDIFLORA ‘ ST. MARY’- MAGNOLIA

-STREET TREE 

-EVERGREEN; MOD WATER

UMBELLULARIA CALIFORNICA - CALIFORNIA BAY

-BACK ROW COURTYARD TREE, BRANNAN PLAZA

-EVERGREEN; LOW WATER; SHADE TOLERANT

PLATANUS X ACERIFOLIA ‘BLOOD GOOD’ - LONDON PLANE

-STREET TREE 

-DECIDUOUS; MOD WATER

ARBUTUS ‘MARINA’ - MARINA STRAWBERRY TREE

-PLAZA TREE

-EVERGREE; LOW WATER

MAGNOLIA X SOULANGEANA - SAUCER MAGNOLIA

-PLAZA TREE; LATER WINTER FLOWERS

-DECIDUOUS; MOD WATER

STREET TREES PLAZA WINDBREAK TREES PLAZA SPECIMEN TREES

ARBUTUS UNEDO - STRAWBERRY TREE

-FRONT ROW COURTYARD TREE, WIND TOLERANT 

-EVERGREEN; LOW WATER; SHADE TOLERANT
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LEGEND

Phase 1a Construction

Phase 1b Construction

Phase 1c Construction

North
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PROJECT PHASING
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PROJECT VARIANT - PUBLIC BENEFITS

WIDENED 
MARKET 
ALLEY 

CHILD 
CARE
FACILITY

COMMUNITY 
ROOM

BRANNAN STREET

SHARED SERVICE DRIVE

5T
H

 S
T

R
EE

T
 

6T
H

 S
T

R
EE

T
 

M
O

R
R

IS
 S

T
R

EE
T

 



28SF FLOWER MART 190606
|

VIEW DOWN MARKET ALLEY


