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Legacy Business Registry Case Report 

HEARING DATE: JULY 19, 2017 
Filing Date: June 22, 2017 
Case No.: 2017-008057LBR 
Business Name: Cinderella Bakery and Café   
Business Address: 436 Balboa Street 
Zoning: NC-2 (Neighborhood Commercial, Small Scale)/ 
 40-X Height and Bulk District 
Block/Lot: 1548/027 
Applicant:  Mike Fishman, Owner 

436 Balboa Street 
San Francisco, CA 94118 

Nominated By: Supervisor Eric Mar, District 1 
Staff Contact: Stephanie Cisneros - (415) 575-9186 

stephanie.cisneros@sfgov.org 
Reviewed By: Tim Frye – (415) 575-6822 

tim.frye @sfgov.org 
  
BUSINESS DESCRIPTION 

Cinderella Bakery and Café is a local Russian bakery, deli and restaurant located in and serving the 
Richmond District. Opened in 1953, Cinderella is the oldest authentic, home-style Russian bakery in the 
Bay Area. The founders of this Richmond District establishment were two sisters, Lydia Repin and 
Eugenia Belonogoff, who relocated to San Francisco from Harbin, China. The café has been serving 
home style, traditional Russian pastries and specialties since opening and has become a treasured 
neighborhood café, known for its time-honored, authentic recipes handed down through generations. 
Their signature prioshkis, pelmeni, beef stroganoff, and loaves of freshly baked Russian bread have 
become favorites among the neighborhood and have contributed to the café’s strong cultural and 
culinary presence in the Richmond. 
 
Cinderella Bakery and Café is located in an area of the Richmond District that is known as “Little 
Russia,” which extends from 17th Avenue to 27th Avenue around Geary Boulevard. This area is home to 
many Russian restaurants, shops, bakeries and Russian Orthodox Churches. Cinderella Bakery and 
Café contributes to Russian heritage in the area by continuing the culinary and cultural traditions that 
were started when the restaurant opened over 60 years ago. Not only does Cinderella Bakery and Café 
help continue Russian culinary heritage but also the restaurant remains dedicated to the community 
that has been welcoming since it opened. The restaurant sponsors the annual 3-day Russian Festival as 
well as donates to the many Russian Orthodox churches and synagogues and associated schools 
throughout San Francisco.  
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Case Number 2017-008057LBR; 2017-008059LBR; 2017-008060LBR 
Cinderella Bakery and Café; Donaldina Cameron House; Elite Sport 

Soccer 

STAFF ANALYSIS 
Review Criteria 

1. When was business founded?   

1953 

2. Does the business qualify for listing on the Legacy Business Registry? If so, how? 

Yes, Cinderella Bakery and Café qualifies for listing on the Legacy Business Registry because it 
meets all of the eligibility Criteria: 

i. Cinderella Bakery and Café has operated for 64 years. 

ii. Cinderella Bakery and Café has contributed to the Richmond District’s history and 
identity by continuing Russian cultural and culinary traditions that have helped 
shaped the area in which the café resides.  

iii. Cinderella Bakery and Café is committed to maintaining the physical features and 
culinary traditions that define its significance among the Russian community of the 
Richmond District.  

3. Is the business associated with a culturally significant art/craft/cuisine/tradition? 

The business is associated with traditional Russian dishes and goods such as kvass, piroshky, 
kulich, paskha, and vareniki.  

4. Is the business or its building associated with significant events, persons, and/or architecture? 

No. The 1915 property has not been previously evaluated by the Planning Department for 
potential historical significance. The property is considered a “Category B Property” that 
requires further review per the Planning Department’s CEQA review procedures for historical 
resources.  

5. Is the property associated with the business listed on a local, state, or federal historic resource registry?   

No. 

6. Is the business mentioned in a local historic context statement?   

No. 

7. Has the business been cited in published literature, newspapers, journals, etc.? 

Yes. Richmond District Blog, 4/28/2011, “Cinderella Bakery is the belle of the ball after a face 
lift,” by Sarah B.; SF Chronicle, 12/29/2016, “In the Richmond, a bounty of Russian food and 
community,” by Anna Roth; SF Chronicle, 9/25/2011, “Culinary highlights of SF’s 49 square 
miles.” 
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Case Number 2017-008057LBR; 2017-008059LBR; 2017-008060LBR 
Cinderella Bakery and Café; Donaldina Cameron House; Elite Sport 

Soccer 

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business 

Location(s) associated with the business: 
• 436 Balboa Street 
 
Recommended by Applicant 
• Traditional Russian recipes passed down since the opening of the café  
• Business logo that features a Russian nesting doll  
• The name “Cinderella Bakery and Café” 
 
Additional Recommended by Staff 
• Location in the Richmond District  
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Case Number 2017-008057LBR; 2017-008059LBR; 2017-008060LBR 
Cinderella Bakery and Café; Donaldina Cameron House; Elite Sport 

Soccer 

Filing Date: June 22, 2017 
Case No.: 2017-008059LBR 
Business Name: Donaldina Cameron House  
Business Address: 920 Sacramento Street 
Zoning: RM-4 (Residential-Mixed, High Density)/ 
 65-A Height and Bulk District 
Block/Lot: 0224/008 
Applicant:  Donaldina Cameron House 

920 Sacramento Street  
San Francisco, CA 94110 

Nominated By: Supervisor Aaron Peskin, District 3 
Staff Contact: Stephanie Cisneros - (415) 575-9186 

stephanie.cisneros@sfgov.org 
Reviewed By: Tim Frye – (415) 575-6822 

tim.frye @sfgov.org 
  
BUSINESS DESCRIPTION 

The Donaldina Cameron House (“Cameron House”) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit family resource center 
located in the (AREA) neighborhood. Founded in 1874, the Cameron House provides services such as 
youth activities, food distribution, leadership training, meals, and social services to the Chinese 
American community. The origins of the Cameron House can be traced back to the opening of the 
Occidental Mission Home for Girls in 1874, a home founded by a local Presbyterian Church whose 
purpose was to intervene on behalf of vulnerable young Asian women that were smuggled into the 
country and sold as commodities during the “Yellow Slave Trade.” The Occidental Mission Home for 
Girls rescued these young girls and women and taught them life skills and faith. In 1895, Donaldina 
Cameron, a 23 year old sewing teacher, arrived at the home to teach and eventually became the 
superintendent two years later. She continued to uphold the home’s mission to rescue and educate girls 
victimized by violence and abuse despite receiving ongoing threats by those whose “profits” were 
hampered by her success. In 1942, the home was renamed the Donaldina Cameron House and by the 
time of Donaldina’s death in 1968, the organization had become a “national icon” and was credited 
with rescuing and helping over 3,000 girls escape brutal enslavement. The work that the home and 
Donaldina have carried out has often been referred to as “the only foreign mission enterprise ever 
carried on in the United States” by contemporary sources.  
 
The Cameron House began to take on a new role and provide new services to the community after the 
repeal of the Chinese Exclusion Act in 1943, when the needs of the Chinatown community began 
changing. The organization expanded to now include faith-based programs for youth in addition to 
social services for women. The organization also offers counseling, domestic violence intervention, food 
distribution, adult ESL, and youth afterschool and summer programs, among other services. For over 
100 years, the Donaldina Cameron House has continually served and provided support to low-income 
and immigrant Asian youth, women and their families.   
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Case Number 2017-008057LBR; 2017-008059LBR; 2017-008060LBR 
Cinderella Bakery and Café; Donaldina Cameron House; Elite Sport 

Soccer 

STAFF ANALYSIS 
Review Criteria 

1. When was business founded?   

1874 

2. Does the business qualify for listing on the Legacy Business Registry? If so, how? 

Yes, the Donaldina Cameron House qualifies for listing on the Legacy Business Registry because 
it meets all of the eligibility Criteria: 

i. The Donaldina Cameron House has operated for 143 years. 

ii. The Donaldina Cameron House has contributed to the Chinatown community’s 
history and identity through its rich history as a rescue agency for young girls 
during the “Yellow Slave Trade” and by adapting to and providing services for the 
changing needs of the community.  

iii. The Donaldina Cameron House is committed to maintaining the physical features 
and traditions that define its role as a historically significant service agency and 
humanitarian organization in Chinatown.  

3. Is the business associated with a culturally significant art/craft/cuisine/tradition? 

The business is associated with offering services to low-income and immigrant Asian youth and 
families in Chinatown.  

4. Is the business or its building associated with significant events, persons, and/or architecture? 

Yes. The 1908 property has been previously evaluated by the Planning Department for potential 
historical significance. The property has been designated an Article 10 City Landmark 
(Landmark Number 44) and is considered a “Category A Property.”  

5. Is the property associated with the business listed on a local, state, or federal historic resource registry?   

Yes. The property is listed as City Landmark Number 44.   

6. Is the business mentioned in a local historic context statement?   

No. 

7. Has the business been cited in published literature, newspapers, journals, etc.? 

The business has been cited in a number of publications including but  not limited to: The 
Examiner, 12/19/2013, “Chinatown alleyways renamed in honor of community members,” by 
Jessica Kwong; SF Examiner, 7/6/2017, “Cameron House to hold annual carnival for Chinatown 
kids.”  
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Case Number 2017-008057LBR; 2017-008059LBR; 2017-008060LBR 
Cinderella Bakery and Café; Donaldina Cameron House; Elite Sport 

Soccer 

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business 

Location(s) associated with the business: 
• 920 Sacramento Street   
 
Recommended by Applicant 
• Commitment to offering community services to low-income and immigrant Asian youth and 

families 
• Exterior clinker bricks 
• Gas lamps that were used in the early 1900s 
• Tunnels running through the basement from a time when Donaldina used to hide the first from 

local Chinese gangs 
 

Additional Recommended by Staff 
• Location in Chinatown 
• Staff recommends that all interior and exterior features outlined in the landmark designation be 

included.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Legacy Business Registry 
July 19, 2017 Hearing  

 7 

Case Number 2017-008057LBR; 2017-008059LBR; 2017-008060LBR 
Cinderella Bakery and Café; Donaldina Cameron House; Elite Sport 

Soccer 

Filing Date: June 22, 2017 
Case No.: 2017-008060LBR 
Business Name: Elite Sport Soccer  
Business Address: 2637 Mission Street 
Zoning: NCT (Mission Street Neighborhood Commercial Transit)/ 
 65-B Height and Bulk District 
Block/Lot: 3637/027 
Applicant:  Jorge and Astrid Lopez, Owners 

2637 Mission Street 
San Francisco, CA 94110 

Nominated By: Supervisor Hillary Ronen, District 9 
Staff Contact: Stephanie Cisneros - (415) 575-9186 

stephanie.cisneros@sfgov.org 
Reviewed By: Tim Frye – (415) 575-6822 

tim.frye @sfgov.org 
  
BUSINESS DESCRIPTION 

Elite Sport Soccer is a local, family-owned, bilingual (Spanish/English) retail business specializing in 
soccer equipment, footwear, cleats, uniforms and fan gear. Located in the Mission District on Mission 
Street, Elite Sport Soccer was opened in 1989 and has become an integral part of the neighborhood, 
serving the Latino community in San Francisco as well as the larger soccer communities of the Bay 
Area. The business was originally located at 3182 21st Street in the Mission District but relocated to its 
current location in 1995, where it has remained since. When Elite Sport Soccer was founded, the 
neighborhood had a concentrated Latino community with soccer having always been a significant 
cultural component of Latino identity and opening a bilingual shop helped to bind the business to the 
community both culturally and linguistically.  
 
The store carries a large selection of jackets and jerseys from national and professional teams from 
around the world as well as a selection of national flags and has become an important fixture of the 
community of soccer players, fans and aficionados. Apart from selling soccer gear and memorabilia, 
the business has also given back to the community by supporting local high school and City College 
teams and the construction of local soccer fields (i.e. at Dolores Park). Additionally, the owners, Jorge 
and Astrid Lopez, have provided work opportunities to over 600 bilingual young people over the span 
of their 27 year history, which they feel is their most significant contribution to the community. Elite 
Sport Soccer has continued to show its commitment to the community both in the merchandise that it 
sells and in its dedication to working in cooperation with schools that teach soccer and with local 
soccer leagues that sponsor amateur adult soccer teams in the Bay Area.  
 
The business’ Mission Street location’s lease expired on June 30, 2017. The building was sold in 2014 
and again in late 2016. Negotiations with the newest owner for a long-term extension of the lease are 
ongoing and may be contingent upon Elite Sport Soccer receiving Legacy Business status. Should the 
business not be considered for designated as a Legacy Business, it may be forced to close or relocate out 
of San Francisco, which may have detrimental effects on its employees, the neighborhood, or the 
business itself.  
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Case Number 2017-008057LBR; 2017-008059LBR; 2017-008060LBR 
Cinderella Bakery and Café; Donaldina Cameron House; Elite Sport 

Soccer 

STAFF ANALYSIS 
Review Criteria 

1. When was business founded?   

1989 

2. Does the business qualify for listing on the Legacy Business Registry? If so, how? 

Yes, Elite Sport Soccer qualifies for listing on the Legacy Business Registry because it meets all 
of the eligibility Criteria: 

i. Though Elite Sport Soccer has only been in operation for 27 years, it faces a 
significant risk of displacement.  

ii. Elite Sport Soccer has contributed to the Mission District community’s history and 
identity by supporting a significant aspect of Latino culture – soccer – through its 
merchandise, its commitment to supporting local efforts to promote and teach 
soccer, its efforts to employ local youth and its continued bilingual atmosphere.  

iii. Elite Sport Soccer is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions 
that define its role as a bilingual supporter of local soccer fans and players.  

3. Is the business associated with a culturally significant art/craft/cuisine/tradition? 

The business is associated with the Latino tradition and craft of soccer.  

4. Is the business or its building associated with significant events, persons, and/or architecture? 

Yes. The 1910 property has been previously evaluated by the Planning Department for potential 
historical significance as part of the South Mission Historic Resource Survey. The property is 
considered a “Category A Property” and is eligible for listing in the California Register under 
Criterion 1 for its association with the historic events of the post-1906 rebuilding and recovery 
in the Mission District. 

5. Is the property associated with the business listed on a local, state, or federal historic resource registry?   

No. 

6. Is the business mentioned in a local historic context statement?   

No. 

7. Has the business been cited in published literature, newspapers, journals, etc.? 

Yes. El Mensajero, 12/8/1993, “Latino business comes true, then struggles,” by Margarita Millar; 
reSource/RenCenter.org, “Astrid Lopez: A Journey of Financial Empowerment,” by Lucero 
DeLeon; MEDA, 9/12/2015, “New Owner Has Goal to Displace Elite Sports Soccer from Long-
Term Space in Mission.”  
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Case Number 2017-008057LBR; 2017-008059LBR; 2017-008060LBR 
Cinderella Bakery and Café; Donaldina Cameron House; Elite Sport 

Soccer 

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business 

Location(s) associated with the business: 
• 2637 Mission Street   

 
Recommended by Applicant 
• Tradition of being a bilingual business 
• Variety of soccer merchandise including equipment and fan gear  
• Commitment to supporting local institutions and organizations that promote and teach soccer 

both in San Francisco and the greater Bay Area  
• Commitment to employing local youth  
• Location in the Mission District  
 
Additional Recommended by Staff 
• Exterior features including massing, rooflines, and architectural details visible from the public-

right-of-way 
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Case Number 2017-008057LBR; 2017-008059LBR; 2017-008060LBR 
Cinderella Bakery and Café; Donaldina Cameron House; Elite Sport 

Soccer 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The Applicants have been nominated as "Legacy Businesses" by a member of the Board of Supervisors 
or the Mayor.  
 
OTHER ACTIONS REQUIRED 

Per Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the subject nomination requires review and approval by the 
Small Business Commission at a public hearing in order to be added to the Legacy Business Registry. 
 
PUBLIC/NEIGHBORHOOD INPUT 
The Department has received letters of support for Elite Sport Soccer, which are included in the 
application packet.  
 
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW STATUS 

Nomination to the Legacy Business Registry does not constitute a “project” requiring environmental 
review per the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The nomination act would not result in 
any physical alteration to the subject property and could not have an effect on the environment. 
 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends that the Historic Preservation Commission find that the above businesses qualify for 
the Legacy Business Registry under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) and recommends 
safeguarding of the above listed physical features and traditions as amended by Staff. 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
Draft Resolution 
Legacy Business Application 
 
SC:  XXXX 
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Historic Preservation Commission 
Draft Resolution 

HEARING DATE JULY 19, 2017 
 
Case No.: 2017-008057LBR 
Business Name: Cinderella Bakery and Café   
Business Address: 436 Balboa Street 
Zoning: NC-2 (Neighborhood Commercial, Small Scale)/ 
 40-X Height and Bulk District 
Block/Lot: 1548/027 
Applicant:  Mike Fishman, Owner 

436 Balboa Street 
San Francisco, CA 94118 

Nominated By: Supervisor Eric Mar, District 1 
Staff Contact: Stephanie Cisneros - (415) 575-9186 

stephanie.cisneros@sfgov.org 
Reviewed By: Tim Frye – (415) 575-6822 

tim.frye @sfgov.org 
 

ADOPTING FINDINGS RECOMMENDING TO THE SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION 
APPROVAL OF THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY NOMINATION FOR CINDERELLA BAKERY 
AND CAFÉ, CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 436 BALBOA STREET (BLOCK/LOT 1548/027).   
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business 
maintains a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that 
longstanding, community-serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool 
for providing educational and promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their 
continued viability and success; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in 
San Francisco operations exceeding two years; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the Richmond District neighborhood's history and 
identity; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that 
define the business; and 
 
WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on July 19, 2017, the Historic Preservation 
Commission reviewed documents, correspondence and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business 
Registry nomination. 
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CASE NO. 2017-008057LBR  

436 Balboa Street 

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends that 
Cinderella Bakery and Café qualifies for the Legacy Business Registry under Administrative Code 
Section 2A.242(b)(2) as it has operated for 30 or more years and has continued to contribute to the 
community. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends 
safeguarding of the below listed physical features and traditions for Cinderella Bakery and Cafe 
 
Location (if applicable) 

•   436 Balboa Street 
 
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business 

• Traditional Russian recipes passed down since the opening of the café  
• Business logo that features a Russian nesting doll  
• The name “Cinderella Bakery and Café” 
• Location in the Richmond District  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission’s findings and 
recommendations are made solely for the purpose of evaluating the subject business's eligibility for the 
Legacy Business Registry, and the Historic Preservation Commission makes no finding that the subject 
property or any of its features constitutes a historical resource pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 
15064.5(a). 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby directs its 
Commission Secretary to transmit this Resolution and other pertinent materials in the case file 2017-
008057LBR to the Office of Small Business.  
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Historic Preservation Commission 
on July 19, 2017. 

 

Jonas P. Ionin 

Commission Secretary 

AYES:    
 
NOES:   
 
ABSENT:   
 
ADOPTED:  
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Historic Preservation Commission 
Draft Resolution 

HEARING DATE JULY 19, 2017 
 
Case No.: 2017-008059LBR 
Business Name: Donaldina Cameron House  
Business Address: 920 Sacramento Street 
Zoning: RM-4 (Residential-Mixed, High Density)/ 
 65-A Height and Bulk District 
Block/Lot: 0224/008 
Applicant:  Donaldina Cameron House 

920 Sacramento Street  
San Francisco, CA 94110 

Nominated By: Supervisor Aaron Peskin, District 3 
Staff Contact: Stephanie Cisneros - (415) 575-9186 

stephanie.cisneros@sfgov.org 
Reviewed By: Tim Frye – (415) 575-6822 
 tim.frye @sfgov.org 
 

ADOPTING FINDINGS RECOMMENDING TO THE SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION 
APPROVAL OF THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY NOMINATION FOR THE DONALDINA 
CAMERON HOUSE (“CAMERON HOUSE”), CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 920 SACRAMENTO 
STREET (BLOCK/LOT 0224/008).   
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business 
maintains a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that 
longstanding, community-serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool 
for providing educational and promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their 
continued viability and success; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in 
San Francisco operations exceeding two years; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the Chinatown neighborhood's history and 
identity; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that 
define the business; and 
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CASE NO. 2017-008059LBR  

920 Sacramento Street 

 

WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on July 19, 2017, the Historic Preservation 
Commission reviewed documents, correspondence and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business 
Registry nomination. 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends that 
the Donaldina Cameron House qualifies for the Legacy Business Registry under Administrative Code 
Section 2A.242(b)(2) as it has operated for 30 or more years and has continued to contribute to the 
community. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends 
safeguarding of the below listed physical features and traditions for the Donaldina Cameron House 
 
Location (if applicable) 

• 920 Sacramento Street 
 
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business 

• Commitment to offering community services to low-income and immigrant Asian youth and families 
• Exterior clinker bricks 
• Gas lamps that were used in the early 1900s 
• Tunnels running through the basement from a time when Donaldina used to hide the first from local 

Chinese gangs 
• Location in Chinatown 
• Staff recommends that all interior and exterior features outlined in the landmark designation be included.  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission’s findings and 
recommendations are made solely for the purpose of evaluating the subject business's eligibility for the 
Legacy Business Registry, and the Historic Preservation Commission makes no finding that the subject 
property or any of its features constitutes a historical resource pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 
15064.5(a). 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby directs its 
Commission Secretary to transmit this Resolution and other pertinent materials in the case file 2017-
008059LBR to the Office of Small Business.  
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Historic Preservation Commission 
on July 19, 2017. 
 

Jonas P. Ionin 

Commission Secretary 

AYES:    
 
NOES:   
 
ABSENT:   
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CASE NO. 2017-008059LBR  

920 Sacramento Street 

 
ADOPTED:  
 



 

www.sfplanning.org 

 

 

 
 

Historic Preservation Commission 
Draft Resolution 

HEARING DATE JULY 19, 2017 
 
Case No.: 2017-008060LBR 
Business Name: Elite Sport Soccer  
Business Address: 2637 Mission Street 
Zoning: NCT (Mission Street Neighborhood Commercial Transit)/ 
 65-B Height and Bulk District 
Block/Lot: 3637/027 
Applicant:  Jorge and Astrid Lopez, Owners 

2637 Mission Street 
San Francisco, CA 94110 

Nominated By: Supervisor Hillary Ronen, District 9 
Staff Contact: Desiree Smith - (415) 575-9093 

Desiree.Smith@sfgov.org 
Reviewed By: Tim Frye – (415) 575-6822 

tim.frye @sfgov.org 
 

ADOPTING FINDINGS RECOMMENDING TO THE SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION 
APPROVAL OF THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY NOMINATION FOR ELITE SPORT 
SOCCER, CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 2637 MISSION STREET (BLOCK/LOT 3637/027).   
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business 
maintains a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that 
longstanding, community-serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool 
for providing educational and promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their 
continued viability and success; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 20 or more years, with no break in 
San Francisco operations exceeding two years; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business faces a significant risk of displacement; and  
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the Mission District neighborhood's history and 
identity; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that 
define the business; and 
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CASE NO. 2017-008060LBR  

2637 Mission Street 

 

WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on July 19, 2017, the Historic Preservation 
Commission reviewed documents, correspondence and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business 
Registry nomination. 

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends that 
Elite Sport Soccer qualifies for the Legacy Business Registry under Administrative Code Section 
2A.242(b)(2) as it has operated for 20 or more years and has continued to contribute to the community. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends 
safeguarding of the below listed physical features and traditions for Elite Sport Soccer 
 
Location (if applicable) 

• 2637 Mission Street 
 
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business 

• Tradition of being a bilingual business 
• Variety of soccer merchandise including equipment and fan gear  
• Commitment to supporting local institutions and organizations that promote and teach soccer both in San 

Francisco and the greater Bay Area  
• Commitment to employing local youth  
• Location in the Mission District  
• Exterior features including massing, rooflines, and architectural details visible from the public-right-of-

way 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission’s findings and 
recommendations are made solely for the purpose of evaluating the subject business's eligibility for the 
Legacy Business Registry, and the Historic Preservation Commission makes no finding that the subject 
property or any of its features constitutes a historical resource pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 
15064.5(a). 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby directs its 
Commission Secretary to transmit this Resolution and other pertinent materials in the case file 2017-
008060LBR to the Office of Small Business.  
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Historic Preservation Commission 
on July 19, 2017. 

 

Jonas P. Ionin 

Commission Secretary 

AYES:    
 
NOES:   
 
ABSENT:   
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CASE NO. 2017-008060LBR  

2637 Mission Street 

 
ADOPTED:  



CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO 
EDW IN M. LEE,  MAYOR 

 
  OFFICE OF SMALL BUSI NESS 

REGINA DICK-ENDRIZZI ,  DIRECTOR 
 

 
 
 

1  DR.  CARLTON B.  GOODLETT PLACE,  ROOM 110,  SAN FRANCISCO,  CALIFORNIA 94102-4681  
(415)  554-6134 /  www.s fos b.org  /  legacybus iness@sfgov. org  

 
Application No.:  LBR-2016-17-053 
Business Name:   Cinderella Bakery and Café 
Business Address:   436 Balboa Street 
District:   District 1 
Applicant:    Mike Fishman, Owner 
Nomination Date:   December 26, 2016 
Nominated By:   Supervisor Eric Mar 
 
CRITERION 1: Has the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no 
break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years?  X Yes   No 
 
436 Balboa Street from 1953 to Present (64 years). 
 
CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a 
particular neighborhood or community?  X Yes   No 
 
CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that 
define the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms?  X Yes   No 
 
NOTES: NA 
 
DELIVERY DATE TO HPC: June 22, 2017 
 
 
Richard Kurylo 
Manager, Legacy Business Program 
 

Legacy  
Business  
Registry 

Application Review 
Sheet 











CINDERELLA BAKERY 
Section 4: Written Historical Narrative 

CRITERION 1 

a. Provide a short history of the business from the date the business opened in San Francisco 
to the present day, including the ownership history. For businesses with multiple locations, 
include the history of the original location in San Francisco (including whether it was the 
business's founding and or headquartered location) and the opening dates and locations of all 
other locations. 

Established in 1953 and patronized by both the Russian community and anyone who loves 
Russian food, Cinderella Bakery and Café is the oldest authentic, home-style Russian bakery in 
the Bay Area. 

The bakery is a San Francisco institution and serves foods prepared with time-honored recipes 
handed down through generations such as piroshki, pelmeni (Siberian meant-filled dumplings 
served with sour cream), pastries, Russian bread and entrees such as borscht and chicken kiev. 
Cinderella Bakery is also one of the only places in the Bay Area to get homemade kvas, a 
fermented grain drink with a distinctive, tangy, sour flavor. 

The original owners of the business were two sisters, Lydia Repin and Eugenia Belonogoff. They 
came to San Francisco from Harbin, China.  

In the late 1980s, Lydia and Eugenia wanted to retire and were looking to sell the business. 
Semyon Fishman was a businessman and part of the food industry in the Soviet Union. Semyon 
saw this as the perfect business opportunity for his wife Tatiana Fishman and son Mike 
Fishman. They acquired the business and recipes, and were provided training from Lydia and 
Eugenia.  

Mike Fishman began working with his mother Tatiana at Cinderella Bakery from day one. When 
Tatiana retired in 2004, Elena Mironova bought her share and worked there for a few years. 

In 2008, Mike and his wife Marika Fishman bought out Elena. Mike and Marika have since been 
sole owners of the business. They renovated and updated Cinderella Bakery and Café to 
incorporate new with old. The goal was to preserve the authenticity and give it a modern 
facelift. They wanted to attract new people to the neighborhood while keeping tradition and 
authenticity.  

The goal is for Cinderella Bakery and Café to stay in this location for many years to come and to 
keep the recipes authentic. Maybe one day the third generation of Fishmans will continue the 
business. 



b. Describe any circumstances that required the business to cease operations in San Francisco 
for more than six months? 

Not applicable. 

c. Is the business a family-owned business? If so, give the generational history of the 
business. 

Cinderella Bakery is a family-owned business presently owned and operated by Mike and 
Marika Fishman. The original owners, Lydia Repin and Eugenia Belonogoff, were unrelated to 
the Fishman family. 

d. Describe the ownership history when the business ownership is not the original owner or a 
family-owned business. 

Following is the ownership history of Cinderella Bakery and Café: 

1953 to 1988: Lydia Repin and Eugenia Belonogoff 
1988 to 2004: Tatiana Fishman and Mike Fishman 
2004 to 2008: Mike Fishman and Elena Mironova 
2008 to Present: Mike Fishman and Marika Fishman 

e. When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the business for less 
than 30 years, the applicant will need to provide documentation of the existence of the 
business prior to current ownership to verify it has been in operation for 30+ years. Please 
use the list of supplemental documents and/or materials as a guide to help demonstrate the 
existence of the business prior to current ownership. 

The Legacy Business Registry application includes documentation demonstrating the business 
has been in existence since 1953. 

f. Note any other special features of the business location, such as, if the property associated 
with the business is listed on a local, state, or federal historic resources registry. 

The location at 436 Balboa Street is considered a “Category B Building” by the Planning 
Department. Further consultation and review will be required to determine whether the 
property is an historical resource. 

CRITERION 2 

a. Describe the business's contribution to the history and/or identity of the neighborhood, 
community or San Francisco. 



San Francisco’s Richmond district contains a neighborhood along Geary Boulevard known as 
“Little Russia,” which extends from 17th and Geary, near the Russian Renaissance Restaurant, 
to the golden domes of the Russian Orthodox Church at 27th and Geary. This stretch is home to 
many Russian restaurants, shops and bakeries.1  

Beyond Little Russia, there has long been a Russian presence throughout much of the Richmond 
district, including neighboring Clement and Balboa streets. Cinderella Bakery and Café, located 
at 436 Balboa Street, is a prime example of this neighborhood heritage. The business 
contributes to the diversity of food and culture that is valued by San Franciscans, and it offers 
people a feeling of nostalgia. 

Cinderella Bakery is patronized by both the Russian community and anyone who loves Russian 
food. It serves the local Richmond community and has also become a destination place, 
bringing people into the neighborhood from throughout the Bay Area. Russians who grew up in 
the Richmond district and now live elsewhere visit frequently.  

The business is so well-connected to, and representative of, San Francisco that its menu was 
displayed at San Francisco International Airport as a “unique San Francisco business” alongside 
many other popular restaurants and businesses in the city. 

b. Is the business (or has been) associated with significant events in the neighborhood, the 
city, or the business industry? 

Cinderella Bakery and Café sponsors the annual Russian Festival. The 3-day event takes place at 
the Russian Center on Sutter Street. Cinderella Bakery provides 99% of the food at the festival, 
which is also heavily discounted. 

Aside from participation in the Russian Festival, Cinderella Bakery also donates to the many 
Russian Orthodox churches and synagogues throughout San Francisco as well as schools 
associated with these religious institutions as well as the SF Ballet once a year. 

c. Has the business ever been referenced in an historical context? Such as in a business trade 
publication, media, or historical documents? 

Cinderella Bakery was featured in an article by the San Francisco Chronicle on September 25, 
2011, titled "Culinary highlights of SF's 49 square miles" 
(http://www.sfgate.com/restaurants/article/Culinary-highlights-of-S-F-s-49-square-miles-
2308294.php). In the special issue, the San Francisco Chronicle food and wine staff scoured the 
49-square-mile city in search of the most interesting places to eat, buy and cook food in each of 
square miles on the grid. Cinderella Bakery was the main highlighted business for Square 16. 

                                                           
1https://archives.sfweekly.com/sanfrancisco/little-russia-from-russia-with-love/Slideshow/2728547 

http://www.sfgate.com/restaurants/article/Culinary-highlights-of-S-F-s-49-square-miles-2308294.php
http://www.sfgate.com/restaurants/article/Culinary-highlights-of-S-F-s-49-square-miles-2308294.php
https://archives.sfweekly.com/sanfrancisco/little-russia-from-russia-with-love/Slideshow/2728547


Cinderella Bakery was included in a book called "Images of American Russian San Francisco.” 
This book tells the history of the Richmond district and businesses that are part of the Russian 
culture.  

Cinderella Bakery has been mentioned in other publications, as well, such as Lonely Planet. 

d. Is the business associated with a significant or historical person? 

Unknown. 

e. How does the business demonstrate its commitment to the community? 

Cinderella Bakery and Café supports local libraries, schools and religious places, including 
Jewish, Russian Orthodox and Catholic. This support comes in the form of food and donations, 
with a $5,000 donation to the Richmond District Library, which is commemorated on a placard 
on a bench on the property. 

Cinderella Bakery also donates to the Richmond district schools and Russian Children’s Welfare 
Society in the form of food and monetary donations and supported Russian Day in Union 
Square, donate to local schools, and clients who ask for support for charities. Some examples 
are the Dianne Feinstein Middle School, George Washington High School, McCoppin Elementary 
School and Little Star Elementary School, to which Cinderella Bakery donates gift cards for 
auctions held by the Parent-Teacher Associations of these schools.  

Cinderella Bakery aims to stay affordable and have very reasonable prices even with many 
improvements, investment into the business and ongoing costs of doing business in San 
Francisco. 

f. Provide a description of the community the business serves. 

Cinderella Bakery and Café is committed to the neighborhood and the Richmond district. The 
bakery is a big part of the community and popular among numerous cultures. Aside from 
Russian-Americans, many patrons hail from the local Asian community. Tourists also patronize 
the business. Cinderella Bakery was mentioned in the Lonely Planet Guidebook for San 
Francisco as one of the unique places to visit near Golden Gate Park. 

Being in the same location as well as continually updating with the trends and incorporating the 
new with the old keeps attracting people and newer generations. The business has a diverse 
group of customers, which is what makes San Francisco great.  

g. Is the business associated with a culturally significant 
building/structure/site/object/interior? 

No. 



h. How would the community be diminished if the business were to be sold, relocated, shut 
down, etc.? 

There are not that many small businesses that have been in the same location for as many 
years as Cinderella Bakery and Café. If the business were to shut down, the clients would miss 
the food and experience. It brings back memories, and there is no place with authentic food in 
this style or environment in San Francisco. Cinderella Bakery is a unique business in San 
Francisco as it sells many goods that are not as widely available in the Bay Area. Some of these 
Russian-specific goods are kvass, piroshki, honey cookies, kulich (Easter bread), paskha, pelmeni 
and vareniki (Russian dumplings), borscht, kompot, kharcho soup, shuba (herring salad) and 
other Russian goods that are “made from scratch” and unique to the bakery. 

CRITERION 3 

a. Describe the business and the essential features that define its character. 

The bakery is a local draw and is usually a popular weekend destination. The parklet and 
outside seating area make for a friendly and neighborhood space that people can visit and grab 
a bite to eat and take in the weather (if it is not foggy, which is characteristic of the 
neighborhood at times). The Inner Richmond is generally a quiet neighborhood; however, 
morning and lunch rushes on Friday, Saturday and Sunday make Cinderella Bakery a local 
gathering place, as well as destination for tourists visiting San Francisco. Also, with their 
“neighborly prices” as described by Lonely Planet, the business has long been a draw because 
of its quality products and affordability. 

b. How does the business demonstrate a commitment to maintaining the historical traditions 
that define the business, and which of these traditions should not be changed in order to 
retain the businesses historical character? (e.g., business model, goods and services, craft, 
culinary, or art forms) 

Cinderella Bakery has a menu that is authentic and uses locally-sourced ingredients. The recipes 
are the same and everything is handmade the way it has always been. 

Popular among all cultures for both American and Russian Easter are piroshki, blini and 
dumplings, as well as the Easter bread kulich and specialty breads that can also be purchased in 
from Eastern European stores throughout the Bay Area. The dark bread recipes were handed 
down from Russia. These recipes have been passed down and maintained. Easter bread and 
paskha are Cinderella’s specialties. They are handmade by Mike Fishman every Easter for both 
the American and Russian Easter. It is a secret recipe. The process takes 16 hours for one batch. 
It also takes shaping and a slow fermentation to make such a unique kulich. Special pans are 
used. These pans were handed down from the original owners. The paskha is made using 
special shaped molds.  



c. How has the business demonstrated a commitment to maintaining the special physical 
features that define the business? Describe any special exterior and interior physical 
characteristics of the space occupied by the business (e.g. signage, murals, architectural 
details, neon signs, etc.). 

Since 2008, the business logo has featured a Russian nesting doll. The logo is on the exterior 
awning and on all packaging. It is familiar and easy to recognize. It is also on the delivery trucks. 

d. When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the business for less 
than 30years; the applicant will need to provide documentation that demonstrates the 
current owner has maintained the physical features or traditions that define the business, 
including craft, culinary, or art forms. Please use the list of supplemental documents and/or 
materials as a guide to help demonstrate the existence of the business prior to current 
ownership. 

Since 1953, the business at 436 Balboa Street has always been a bakery named Cinderella. The 
business has been owned by Russian-Americans since its inception, and the recipes were 
passed on to the current owners and the bakers trained by the former bakers. This has helped 
the business maintain its connection to the neighborhood, city and culture from which it came, 
and has largely remained an institution in the Richmond district.  













 





 



 



 







 



 











 



 



 

 



 







 



 

 







RICHMOND DISTRICT BLOG 
 

Cinderella Bakery is the belle of the ball after a 
face lift 
Posted on April 28, 2011 by Sarah B.  

 

 
The fresh new facade of Cinderella Russian Bakery & Cafe 

 

Cinderella Russian Bakery & Cafe at 436 Balboa must have gotten an invitation to the ball recently, because 
she’s all dolled up!  

The cafe underwent an exterior face lift and added a new awning, tables, chairs and window coverings, 
giving the cafe a fresh new look. 

The cafe was established in 1953 and is a neighborhood favorite for its authentic Russian pastries, meat 
pies and selection of entreés, soups and specialties.  

According to their website, they are also now offering hot and cold sandwiches, and salads. You can even 
email or call ahead for curbside pickup.  

Take that wicked stepsisters! Cinderella is stepping out. 

Sarah B. 

http://richmondsfblog.com/2011/04/28/cinderella-bakery-is-the-belle-of-the-ball-after-a-face-lift/
http://richmondsfblog.com/author/administrator/


 
Inset: the before shot of the cafe’s exterior. 
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DONALDINA CAMERON HOUSE 
Section 4: Written Historical Narrative 

CRITERION 1 

a. Provide a short history of the business from the date the business opened in San Francisco 
to the present day, including the ownership history. For businesses with multiple locations, 
include the history of the original location in San Francisco (including whether it was the 
business's founding and or headquartered location) and the opening dates and locations of all 
other locations. 

1874 — Occidental Mission Home for Girls 

Founded in 1874 by the Presbyterian Church as the Occidental Mission Home for Girls, the 
home's initial purpose was to intervene on behalf of vulnerable young Asian immigrants. 
Forbidden from legally entering the United States by the Chinese Exclusion Act, these girls and 
women were smuggled into the country and sold as commodities in what came to be known as 
the "Yellow Slave Trade.” Sold into slavery, often by their own families, and trapped into bogus 
"contracts" that made it impossible to buy their freedom, many thousands of immigrant 
women died as prostitutes and domestic servants in San Francisco. 

The Occidental Mission Home for Girls, the "Home" as it was known then, rescued these girls 
and taught them skills and faith. 

1895 — Donaldina Cameron 

At the tender age of 23, Donaldina arrived at the Occidental Mission Home for Girls as a sewing 
teacher. Two years later, without any prior experience, she became the superintendent. Little 
did she realize that the next 40 years would find her dashing through alleys and across rooftops 
to save thousands of Chinese girls from indentured servitude and human trafficking. Although 
her life was threatened by those whose profits were hampered by her success, she continued 
rescuing and educating the girls victimized by violence and abuse. 

A great challenge for the Home came on April 18, 1906, when the great San Francisco 
earthquake and fire woke the girls in the early morning. Although the Home withstood the 
initial shaking, it was ultimately destroyed by dynamite as the city attempted to stop the fire 
from spreading. Donaldina and all the girls found safety in the East Bay while the Home was 
rebuilt in the same location at 920 Sacramento Street, where it still stands today. 

Donaldina retired from the Home in 1934, and in 1942 it was renamed the Donaldina Cameron 
House. 

By the time of her death in 1968, Donaldina had become a "national icon" and is credited with 
helping 3,000 girls escape brutal enslavement. 



1940s — Chinatown Families 

With the repeal of the Chinese Exclusion Act in 1943 and the falling numbers of girls being 
rescued throughout the late 1930s, the needs of the Chinatown community were changing. In 
response to the growing number of families needing support and a safe place away from the 
racism of greater San Francisco, Cameron House began expanding its services to offer faith-
based programs for youth in addition to social services for women. 

Continuing Mission —Adapting to the Needs of Chinese American Families 

The mission of Cameron House services has evolved over the years resulting in the 
comprehensive family service organization it is today. Thanks to thousands of volunteers, 
devoted staff, committed Board members and enthusiastic supporters, Cameron House 
provides a wide variety of programs to Asian youth and families. As part of Donaldina's 
heritage, we are proud to offer services like: counseling; domestic violence intervention; food 
distribution; adult ESL (English as a Second Language) and computer classes; support groups; 
youth afterschool and summer programs; sports, arts and camping experiences; leadership 
development; and volunteer opportunities. Today we serve over 1,000 low-income immigrant 
children and families. 

b. Describe any circumstances that required the business to cease operations in San Francisco 
for more than six months? 

Business ceased operations in San Francisco for one or two years after the 1906 earthquake 
and fire as the building was being rebuilt. 

c. Is the business a family-owned business? If so, give the generational history of the 
business. 

Not applicable. 

d. Describe the ownership history when the business ownership is not the original owner or a 
family-owned business. 

Donaldina Cameron House has been a nonprofit organization since its founding. 

e. When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the business for less 
than 30 years, the applicant will need to provide documentation of the existence of the 
business prior to current ownership to verify it has been in operation for 30+ years. Please 
use the list of supplemental documents and/or materials as a guide to help demonstrate the 
existence of the business prior to current ownership. 

Not applicable. 



f. Note any other special features of the business location, such as, if the property associated 
with the business is listed on a local, state, or federal historic resources registry. 

The building that houses Donaldina Cameron House is a registered landmark by the City of San 
Francisco: Landmark #44. It was constructed in 1907 after the original building was destroyed in 
the 1906 earthquake and fire. The building is also on the historic registry with the Presbytery 
USA. 

CRITERION 2 

a. Describe the business's contribution to the history and/or identity of the neighborhood, 
community or San Francisco. 

Donaldina Cameron House is a faith-based organization that has provided support to Asian 
women and their families for 143 years. Started by the Presbyterian Church as the Occidental 
Mission Home for Girls in 1874, its initial purpose was to intervene on behalf of young, Asian, 
immigrant females (some younger than the age of 10) who had become vulnerable and 
disenfranchised upon arrival into the United States. These women and girls were smuggled into 
the United States thereby circumventing immigration laws that excluded them. Asian women 
were commodities that were bought and sold (by their own families in many cases) as property 
in a system that became known as the "Yellow Slave Trade." Bogus “contracts” were created to 
enforce this system of slavery in which Asian women became domestics or prostitutes. The 
contractual conditions specified insurmountable recourse for women to purchase their own 
freedom. The number of Asian immigrant women who died in enslaved conditions in San 
Francisco was in the thousands. Miss Donaldina Cameron came to the Occidental Mission Home 
as a sewing teacher; she stayed 40 years devoting her life as a missionary creating a foundation 
and tradition of competency assisting Asian women who were victimized by violence and racial 
discrimination. Throughout the century, the mission of "... serving urban youth, adults and 
families through leadership, development peer group counseling, group support, crises 
intervention, education and advocacy" has continued without interruption. 

b. Is the business (or has been) associated with significant events in the neighborhood, the 
city, or the business industry? 

Cameron House has been a part of the Chinatown fabric through its social services work for 143 
years. In its very early history, Cameron House and Donaldina Cameron were part of helping 
young girls out of the slave trade of Chinese girls. 

The organization is a survivor of the 1906 earthquake and fire. The original building was 
destroyed but Cameron House was rebuilt at its current location at 920 Sacramento Street. 
Clinker bricks that were used back in that era are very noticeable today.  

c. Has the business ever been referenced in an historical context? Such as in a business trade 
publication, media, or historical documents? 



There are numerous works about Donaldina Cameron and Donaldina Cameron House, including 
the following publications:  

1. Gloria G. Harris and Hannah S. Cohen (2012) “Women Trailblazers of California: Pioneers to 
the Present (Donaldina Cameron (1869–1968), Angry Angel of Chinatown).” 
(https://www.arcadiapublishing.com/Products/9781609496753) 

2. Laurene Wu McClaine (1983). "Donaldina Cameron: A Reappraisal." Pacific Historian. 27: 
24–35. 

3. Kirsten Twelbeck (2012). "Chinatowns in a Transnational World: Myths and Realities of an 
Urban Phenomenon (The Donaldina Cameron Myth and the Rescue of America, 1910-
2012)." Routledge. pp. 135–163. (https://books.google.com/books?id=FbisAgAAQBAJ) 

4. Mildred Crowl Martin (1977). “Chinatown's Angry Angel: The Story of Donaldina Cameron.” 
(https://sfpl.bibliocommons.com/item/show/1171866093_chinatowns_angry_angel) 

Other texts: 

• "Ming Quong: a History of Rescuing Chinese American Girls." EMQ FamiliesFirst. 
Retrieved 22 April 2016. (http://upliftfs.org/ming-quong-a-history-of-rescuing-chinese-
american/). 

• Carol Green Wilson: Chinatown Quest, (Stanford, California, Stanford University Press, 1931 
and 1950). 

• Pascoe, Peggy. (1990). Relations of Rescue: The Search for Female Moral Authority in the 
American West, 1874-1939. New York: Oxford University Press. 

• Kristin and Kathryn Wong: "Fierce Compassion, The Life of Abolitionist Donaldina Cameron" 
(Saline, Michigan by New Earth Enterprises, 2012). 

• Hasley, Karen J.: "Gold Mountain" (Denver, CO: Outskirts Press, 2012) character in work of 
fiction. 

d. Is the business associated with a significant or historical person?  

Yes, Donaldina Cameron. 

The youngest of seven children, Donaldina was born in New Zealand and moved with her family 
to California when she was two. During her childhood, Donaldina had very little contact and 
experience with immigrant populations. Family friend Mary P.D. Browne - the former president 
of the Women’s Occidental Board of Foreign Missionaries - took Donaldina to the Presbyterian 
Home in an effort to expose Donaldina to the world around her. At the home, Donaldina met 
Margaret Culbertson and became a sewing teacher. Culbertson and the Presbyterian Home 
acted as a place of refuge for freed indentured female Chinese servants, where they could be 
safe from the outside world and get an education. Together, Culbertson and Cameron worked 
to rescue Chinese immigrants until Culbertson’s death in 1897. 

https://www.arcadiapublishing.com/Products/9781609496753
https://books.google.com/books?id=FbisAgAAQBAJ
https://sfpl.bibliocommons.com/item/show/1171866093_chinatowns_angry_angel
http://upliftfs.org/ming-quong-a-history-of-rescuing-chinese-american/
http://upliftfs.org/ming-quong-a-history-of-rescuing-chinese-american/


Two years after Culbertson’s death in 1897, Donaldina Cameron became superintendent of the 
Presbyterian Home at the young age of 25. She continued the mission of the Home, saving 
young Chinese immigrant women from indentured service. Contemporary sources referred to 
this work as "the only foreign mission enterprise ever carried on in the United States.” 

Many friends and relatives of these girls would leave secret messages for Donaldina at the 
Presbyterian Home indicating the house where a girl was held captive. Often, the Tongs, which 
nicknamed her “Jesus Woman,” would threaten Cameron and the home. She once even spent a 
night in a San Jose jail while seeking the release of a Chinese woman. However, Cameron 
continued her mission. She was often dubbed the “Angry Angel of Chinatown,” which would 
later become the title for a biography. 

In April 1906, the great San Francisco earthquake and fire forced the evacuation of the 
Presbyterian Home. Donaldina was able to save records that gave her guardianship over the 
girls at the home, thus ensuring their safety from being forced back into servitude or 
prostitution. The Home itself was destroyed in the earthquake. It was rebuilt in 1907 at 920 
Sacramento Street, where it still stands today. 

Cameron also wrote extensively, seeking to gain financial support for her mission, in 
publications like Women and Missions and a pamphlet titled "The Yellow Slave Traffic." This 
writing often furthered orientalist depictions of Chinese women, but also challenged popular 
preconceptions that such women were incapable of integrating into American society. 

Donaldina also founded two homes for Chinese children. Many of these children were orphans 
or the children of the rescued women. The Chung Mei Home served young boys, while the Ming 
Quong Home was for girls. The former Chung Mei house is today part of the Windrush School in 
El Cerrito, California, and the Ming Quong Home is now a part of Mills College in Oakland, 
California. In 1935, a third Ming Quong home--the "baby house"--was founded in Los Gatos, 
California. Younger Chinese American girls were taken care of here until they were old enough 
(age 13) to move to Oakland. That home today is part of nonprofit EMQ FamiliesFirst. 

e. How does the business demonstrate its commitment to the community? 

The mission of Cameron House services has evolved over the years resulting in the 
comprehensive family service organization it is today. Cameron House serves the needs of low-
income and immigrant Asian youth and families in San Francisco. Thanks to thousands of 
faithful volunteers, devoted staff, committed Board members and enthusiastic supporters, 
Cameron House provides a wide variety of programs to Asian youth and families. As part of 
Donaldina’s heritage, we offer services like: counseling; domestic violence intervention; food 
distribution; adult ESL and computer classes; support groups; youth afterschool and summer 
programs; sports, arts, and camping experiences; leadership development; and volunteer 
opportunities.  Today we serve over 1,000 low-income immigrant children and families. 

f. Provide a description of the community the business serves. 



Cameron House serves low-income and immigrant Asian youth in San Francisco. Many of our 
participants are in Chinatown, but we serve all San Franciscans.  

g. Is the business associated with a culturally significant 
building/structure/site/object/interior? 

Yes, 920 Sacramento Street is Landmark 44 in the San Francisco historic registry. The building 
was built right after the 1906 earthquake. The site has housed many girls escaping the 
indentured servitude in Chinatown.   

h. How would the community be diminished if the business were to be sold, relocated, shut 
down, etc.? 

If the organization were to shut down, many families would be left without low-cost after 
school services and domestic violence counseling and case management. This would diminish 
the quality of life for this neighborhood and city. Losing a space for low income, non-English-
speaking community members would diminish their quality of life. 

CRITERION 3 

a. Describe the business and the essential features that define its character. 

We are a nonprofit organization located in Chinatown. Our youth and social services have been 
a part of the fabric of this neighborhood for over 100 years. The historical rescues by Donaldina 
Cameron have resonated with the generations of families of the rescued. They give to 
Donaldina Cameron House and provide for a lasting legacy. The actual building itself, made of 
clinker bricks right after the great 1906 earthquake, remind the community of the long lasting 
legacy this nonprofit work has provided. 

b. How does the business demonstrate a commitment to maintaining the historical traditions 
that define the business, and which of these traditions should not be changed in order to 
retain the businesses historical character? (e.g., business model, goods and services, craft, 
culinary, or art forms) 

Our commitment to this part of San Francisco to provide social services and meet the needs of 
the community dates back to when Donaldina Cameron saved her first child from slavery in the 
late 1800s. We honor that by providing domestic violence counseling for women. We also 
provide programs that meet the needs of today’s community in the spirit of the work that has 
been done in our over-100-year history. 

c. How has the business demonstrated a commitment to maintaining the special physical 
features that define the business? Describe any special exterior and interior physical 
characteristics of the space occupied by the business (e.g. signage, murals, architectural 
details, neon signs, etc.). 



The main physical feature is our clinker bricks on the outside of the building. We also still have 
gas lamps that were used back in the early 1900s. They are not in use, of course, but are still 
visible. We have tunnels running through our basement from a time where Donaldina used to 
hide the girls from local tongs (Chinese gangs). 

d. When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the business for less 
than 30years; the applicant will need to provide documentation that demonstrates the 
current owner has maintained the physical features or traditions that define the business, 
including craft, culinary, or art forms. Please use the list of supplemental documents and/or 
materials as a guide to help demonstrate the existence of the business prior to current 
ownership. 

The building owner, Presbytery of San Francisco, has owned the building since it was 
constructed in 1907. Presbytery of San Francisco owned the previous building as well, prior to 
the 1906 earthquake, where they did mission work.  
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DONATE

WE'RE ON A MISSION

To empower generations of Chinese-American individuals and their families to fully

participate in and contribute positively toward a healthy society. We put our Christian

faith into action to help people learn, heal, and thrive.

Founded in 1874, Cameron House has a unique place in the heart of San Francisco’s

Chinatown, where we have served the changing needs of individuals and families in the

community for generations.

Mission & History

Home › About Us › Mission & History
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OUR ROOTS ARE DEEP

At the tender age of 23, Donaldina arrived at the Occidental

Mission Home for Girls as a sewing teacher. Two years later,

without any prior experience, she became the superintendent.

Little did she realize that the next forty years would find her

dashing through alleys and across rooftops to save thousands

of Chinese girls from indentured servitude and human traf-

ficking. Although her life was threatened by those whose

profits were hampered by her success, she continued rescuing

and educating the girls victimized by violence and abuse.

Founded in 1874 by the Presbyterian

Church as the Occidental Mission Home

for Girls, the home’s initial purpose was

to intervene on behalf of vulnerable

young Asian immigrants. Forbidden from

legally entering the United States by the

Chinese Exclusion Act, these girls and

women were smuggled into the country and sold as commodities in what came to be

known as the “Yellow Slave Trade”.

Sold into slavery, often by their own families, and trapped into bogus “contracts” that

made it impossible to buy their freedom, many thousands of immigrant women died

as prostitutes and domestic servants in San Francisco.

The Occidental Mission Home for Girls, the “Home” as it was known then, rescued

these girls and taught them skills and faith.

1874 - OCCIDENTAL MISSION HOME FOR GIRLS

1895 - DONALDINA CAMERON

Page 2 of 6Mission & History - Cameron House
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A great challenge for the Home came on April 18th, 1906,

when the great San Francisco earthquake and fire woke the

girls in the early morning. Although the Home withstood the

initial shaking, it was ultimately destroyed by dynamite as the

city attempted to stop the fire from spreading. Donaldina and

all the girls found safety in the East Bay while the Home was

rebuilt in the same location at 920 Sacramento Street, where

it still stands today.

Donaldina retired from the Home in 1934, and in 1942 it was

renamed the Donaldina Cameron House. By the time of her

death in 1968, Donaldina had become a “national icon” and is

credited with helping 3,000 girls escape brutal enslavement.

With the repeal of the Chinese Exclusion Act in 1943

and the falling numbers of girls being rescued through-

out the late 1930s, the needs of the Chinatown com-

munity were changing. In response to the growing

number of families needing support and a safe place

away from the racism of greater San Francisco, Camer-

on House began expanding its services to offer faith-

based programs for youth in addition to social services

for women.

1940'S - CHINATOWN FAMILIES

CONTINUING MISSION - ADAPTING TO THE NEEDS OF CHINESE

AMERICAN FAMILIES
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The mission of Cameron House services has evolved

over the years resulting in the comprehensive family

service organization it is today. Cameron House serves

the needs of low-income and immigrant Asian youth

and families in San Francisco. . Thanks to thousands of

faithful volunteers, devoted staff, committed Board

members, and enthusiastic supporters like you, Camer-

on House provides a wide variety of programs to Asian

youth and families. As part of Donaldina’s heritage, we

are proud to offer services like: counseling; domestic

violence intervention; food distribution; adult ESL and

computer classes; support groups; youth afterschool

and summer programs; sports, arts, and camping expe-

riences; leadership development; and volunteer oppor-

tunities.  Today we serve over 1,000 low-income immi-

grant children and families.

Rooted in the Christian faith and our Presbyterian heritage, we believe that God calls

us to be an empowering presence in the community. We provide a safe place, are a

trusted friend and advocate, meet people where they are, and walk with them as they

fulfill their lives. We are a resource for people to explore faith and spirituality, and we

believe and share Christian principles:

Our work is a manifestation of God’s love–we demonstrate God’s loving kind-

ness through our service and stewardship.

All people are welcomed. Every person is worthy of love and respect and will

be treated as such.

We promote justice for all.

FAITH STATEMENT

VALUES STATEMENT
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June 12 - July 28, 2017

Summer Programs Start June 12!


SHARE THIS

Our values guide our behavior toward each other and the people we serve. They em-

brace our demonstration of God’s love through acts of kindness and sensitivity in all

that we do and say:

Community. We value our shared legacy with the Chinese immigrant commu-

nity, with the Cameron House community, and our partnerships in the greater

community.

Authenticity. We are honest and genuine; we respectfully speak the truth with

compassion and loving kindness that affirms and enriches each individual and

our community as a whole.

Servant leadership. Our leadership approach is geared to advancing the com-

mon good. In order to lead, we must also follow, contribute as peers, and

serve in our communities.

Accountability. We hold ourselves and each other accountable in the work we

do and the communities we serve. We evaluate, learn and apply the

knowledge gained to strengthen our impact and advance our mission.

 Facebook  Twitter  Google+  LinkedIn

Cameron House empowers generations of Chinese American individuals and their families to

fully participate in and contribute positively toward a healthy society. We put our Christian

faith in action to help people learn, heal, and thrive.
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English

920 Sacramento Street

San Francisco, CA 94108

415-781-0401

info@cameronhouse.org

Contact Us
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Cameron House to hold annual carnival for
Chinatown kids

Trending Articles
Spate of armed robberies plague SF last
weekend

Federal approyal will see Muni red lanes spread
to 50 streets across SF

SF residents are the only casualties in 'war on
cars'

Nearly four years after dead)y Asiana Airlines
crash at SFO, new video surfaces of moment of
impact

-- — — — — — — --- -- ----- ---- - ---

Muni buses are running out of places to park

By Examiner Staft on May 6, 2016 1:00 am

The Donaldina Cameron House in Chinatown is hosting its
annual carnival Saturday to help fund youth programs for kids
from low-income neighborhoods in The City.

The Annual Cameron Carnival —which started in the 1950s —will feature live music, a
Dragon Dance at noon, games, food and drinks at the Donaldina Cameron House.

All of the proceeds from the carnival are slated to support the charity's youth programs.
Cameron House primarily serves immigrant families and youths in the neighborhood, as
well as the Excelsior and Visitacion Valley.

While the graduation rate for students who live in Chinatown is about 37 percent below
the rate of San Francisco as a whole, almost all the of the kids who participate in
Cameron House programs graduate from high school, according to the charity.

More than 89 percent of the students involved in the bilingual after school program are
considered low-income or extremely low-income, according to the charity, which last year
"provided $105,381 in financial aid to families in need for youth-related services and
programs."

The charity was named after Donaldina Cameron, a Presbyterian missionary who freed
more than 3,000 Chinese immigrant girls and women from indentured servitude, and
housed and educated them in Christianity in the early 1900s.

Cameron also helped women who were victims of discrimination and violence, and
created two homes for orphaned children before retiring in 1934.

In late 2013, the Board of Supervisors passed a resolution adding the name Donaldina
Cameron Alley to Old Chinatown Lane, a small alley off Washington Street in Chinatown.

Kelsey Wong and Cameron House youth set up screen guards Thursday for the annual Camzron Carnival.
(Emma ChianglSpecial to S.F. Examiner)
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Chinatown alleyways renamed in honor of community
members
By Jessica Rwong @JessicaGKwong

RELATED STORIES

Chinatown alley slated to 6e
spruced up in green project

By Jessica Kwong

Several Chinatown alleyways are receiving new names.

Three Chinatown alleyways will receive honorary renaming as a tribute to some community
members whose contributions are deeply rooted in the past.

While the official postal addresses won't change, Bartol Street will have Enid Ng Lim Alley
added in honor of a community activist who, among other contributions, fought to prevent a
building from being converted into office spaces but rather a senior care center, where she
eventually passed away.

"Someone was evicting all the tenants there. It was kind of like the Ellis Act today," said
Norman Fong, executive director of the Chinatown Community Development Center.

Old Chinatown Lane will soon also be known as it formerly was — Donaldina Cameron Alley
— after a Presbyterian missionary who rescued and educated more than 3,00o girls and
women from the i89os to i93os. The Donaldina Cameron House situated in that alley serves
immigrant families and youths in Chinatown.

"Donaldina had done rescues in that very alley of Chinese girls from human trafficking, and
that was partly why it was originally named that after her," said May Leong, executive
director of Donaldina Cameron House.

Merchant Street will also get signage for Harold "Bud" Moose Lane after the man who
oversaw the building of the 2~-story Hilton Hotel on Kearney Street, which houses the
Chinese Cultural Center.

Unlike an honorary renaming, an official postal renaming is a much lengthier process and
requires approval from the U.S. Postal Service, said Amy Chan, legislative aide for Board of
Supervisors President David Chiu, who sponsored legislation for the three renamed alleys,
which the board adopted Tuesday.
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CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO 
EDW IN M. LEE,  MAYOR 

 
  OFFICE OF SMALL BUSI NESS 

REGINA DICK-ENDRIZZI ,  DIRECTOR 
 

 
 
 

1  DR.  CARLTON B.  GOODLETT PLACE,  ROOM 110,  SAN FRANCISCO,  CALIFORNIA 94102-4681  
(415)  554-6134 /  www.s fos b.org  /  legacybus iness@sfgov. org  

 
Application No.:  LBR-2016-17-088 
Business Name:   Elite Sport Soccer 
Business Address:   2637 Mission Street 
District:   District 9 
Applicant:    Jorge and Astrid Lopez, Owners 
Nomination Date:   April 30, 2017 
Nominated By:   Supervisor Hillary Ronen 
 
CRITERION 1: Has the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no 
break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years?   Yes  X No 
 
3182 21st Street from 1989 to 1996 (7 years). 
2637 Mission Street from 1995 to Present (22 years). 
1773 Haight Street from 2010 to Present (7 years). 
 
PER CRITERION 1: Has the business operated in San Francisco for more than 20 years but less 
than 30 years, significantly contributed to the history or identity of a particular neighborhood or 
community and, if not included in the Registry, face a significant risk of displacement? 
 X Yes   No 
 
CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a 
particular neighborhood or community?  X Yes   No 
 
CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that 
define the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms?  X Yes   No 
 
NOTES: Elite Sport Soccer's existing Mission Street lease expires on June 30, 2017. The building 
was sold in 2014 and re-sold in late 2016. Negotiations with the newest owner for a long-term 
extension of the lease are ongoing. There is a real risk that Elite may be forced to close or relocate 
out of San Francisco, which could disrupt or destroy the business and possibly result in the loss of 
jobs and livelihood for its employees. 
 
DELIVERY DATE TO HPC: June 22, 2017 
 
 
Richard Kurylo 
Manager, Legacy Business Program 

Legacy  
Business  
Registry 

Application Review 
Sheet 
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Member, Board of Supervisors 

District 9 

 
 

HILLARY RONEN 

 
 
 
City and County of San Francisco 

 

 

 

Mr. Richard Kurylo 

Legacy Business Program 

Office of Economic and Workforce Development 

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 448 

San Francisco, CA 94102 

 

April 30, 2017 

 

RE: Nomination of Elite Sport Soccer 

 

Dear Mr. Kurylo: 

 

It is with great pleasure that I nominate to the Legacy Business Registry – Elite Sport 

Soccer, a family-owned and bilingual (Spanish/English) retail business that was 

established in 1989 at 3182 21st Street. Elite Sport Soccer sells soccer equipment, 

footwear, cleats, uniforms, and fan gear (team jackets, jerseys, national flags, etc.).  Elite 

has been an integral part of the Mission District, serving not only the Latino community in 

San Francisco, but the larger soccer communities of the Bay Area, including European and 

U.S. Nationals. 

 

Elite Sport Soccer is a keystone to the economic success of the businesses that exalt the 

cultural values of the Mission District.  That is why, it is my distinct honor to nominate 

Elite Sport Soccer to become part of San Francisco’s Legacy Business Registry. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Supervisor Hillary Ronen 

San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
 

mailto:Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org








ELITE SPORT SOCCER, INC. 
Section 4: Written Historical Narrative 

CRITERION 1 

a. Provide a short history of the business from the date the business opened in San Francisco 
to the present day, including the ownership history.  For businesses with multiple locations, 
include the history of the original location in San Francisco (including whether it was the 
business's founding and or headquartered location) and the opening dates and locations of all 
other locations. 

Elite Sport Soccer has been in business for a little more than 27 years, and at its present 
location on Mission Street for more than 22 of those years. It is a family-owned and family-
operated bilingual (Spanish-English) retail business founded in November 1989, shortly after its 
founders, Jorge Lopez and Astrid Acero Lopez, emigrated from Colombia to the United States 
with their two children. Their children, who are now grown, worked in the business before they 
went to college and now work in the stores occasionally when coverage is needed. 

When it began, the business was located in a storefront at 3182 21st Street. It relocated around 
the corner in 1995 to its current location at 2637 Mission Street. A second store, at 1773 Haight 
Street, opened in 2010.   

Both Elite stores sell soccer equipment, footwear, cleats, team uniforms, and fan gear, including 
brand-name footwear for players (men, women and kids), for those just beginning to learn the 
game to the more advanced. For those who don't play, the stores carry a large selection of 
jackets and jerseys from national and professional teams from around the world, as well as a 
selection of national flags. Jerseys and jackets can be personalized and custom printed with 
names, logos and numbers. Discounts are given for team orders and for registered players. 

When Elite was first founded, the Mission District had a concentrated Latino community, and 
soccer has always been a cultural component of the Latin identity. Having a bilingual shop 
where members of the community could be served in Spanish as well as English bound the 
business to the community. As the years passed, the popularity of soccer has grown, and the 
game is now practiced and taught in many public schools. Also, as the Mission District became 
home not just to the Latino community but to a variety of European immigrant and other 
communities as well, the ability of the stores to serve clients either in English or Spanish helped 
the business grow and evolve with the neighborhood. 

Elite's existing Mission Street lease was scheduled to expire on March 31, 2017 (it has been 
extended on a short-term basis to June 30, 2017). The mixed-use building in which the store is 
located (there are 8 apartments and 3 storefronts) was sold in 2014 by the previous long-term 
owner to a real estate developer who performed soft-story repairs and paid several tenants to 
accept buyouts of their tenancies. He resold the building in late 2016. Negotiations with the 
newest owner for a long-term extension of the lease are ongoing.   



As a result, there is a real risk that, unless Elite is granted Legacy Business status and the new 
owner is able to obtain a Legacy Business rental assistance grant, Elite may be forced to close or 
relocate out of San Francisco, which could disrupt or destroy the business and possibly result in 
the loss of jobs and livelihood for its employees. 

b. Describe any circumstances that required the business to cease operations in San Francisco 
for more than six months? 

The business has never ceased operations in San Francisco for a period of six months or more. 

c. Is the business a family-owned business? If so, give the generational history of the 
business. 

The business was founded by current owners Jorge Lopez and Astrid Acero Lopez in 1989. 

d. Describe the ownership history when the business ownership is not the original owner or a 
family-owned business. 

Not applicable. 

e. When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the business for less 
than 30 years, the applicant will need to provide documentation of the existence of the 
business prior to current ownership to verify it has been in operation for 30+ years.  Please 
use the list of supplemental documents and/or materials as a guide to help demonstrate the 
existence of the business prior to current ownership. 

Not applicable. 

f. Note any other special features of the business location, such as, if the property associated 
with the business is listed on a local, state, or federal historic resources registry. 

The 1910 Edwardian-style building, at 2637 - 2645 Mission Street, is considered a “Category A 
Building” by the Planning Department for its architectural significance as a contributor to the 
South Mission Historic Resource Survey. It’s eligible for listing on the California Registry. 

CRITERION 2 

a. Describe the business's contribution to the history and/or identity of the neighborhood, 
community or San Francisco. 

Since it was founded, Elite Sports has been located in the heart of the Mission District, and has 
been a central fixture of the community of soccer players, fans and aficionados. Elite was 
founded at a time when the Latino community was concentrated in the Mission, and as a 
bilingual business, Elite was able to serve the Latino community in its native language. Because 



Elite is focused on soccer, which has long been a part of the Latin cultural identity, and because 
of its commitment to remaining bilingual throughout its history, it has been able to expand its 
customer base as soccer has grown in popularity within the United States. Over the years, Elite 
has supported soccer teams at local high schools and at City College and supported the 
construction of local soccer fields (e.g., in Dolores Park) (see the attached photo of Astrid, Jorge 
and their sons with former Mayor Willie Brown). Astrid and Jorge feel their most significant 
contribution, however, has been to provide work opportunities to more than 600 bilingual 
young people over their 27+ year history. Many of their former employees have remained in 
touch over the years and have become part of the extended Elite Sport Soccer family. 

b. Is the business (or has been) associated with significant events in the neighborhood, the 
city, or the business industry? 

The most significant recurring event within the culture of international soccer is the World Cup 
tournament. World Cup final tournaments are held each four years, following regional 
qualifying tournaments around the world. The next World Cup tournament will be held in 
Russia in June and July of 2018. For businesses serving soccer fans, the regional qualifying 
rounds (which have already begun) and the months leading up to the World Cup are the most 
busy times, analogous to the annual holiday season experienced by other retail businesses in 
the U.S. Additional bilingual staff must be hired and trained, and inventory levels increased to 
prepare for increased demand for national flags, jerseys and similar items.   

In addition, while Elite is not “associated” with the annual Carnaval festival in any formal way, it 
has made contributions of equipment and money to various soccer clubs and other groups that 
march in, or build floats for, the annual Carnaval festival celebration. 

c. Has the business ever been referenced in an historical context? Such as in a business trade 
publication, media, or historical documents? 

Copies of several articles are attached. First is a December 1993 article from El Mensajero, a 
weekly Spanish language newspaper that describes the origins of Elite Sports. Another is a story 
from the Mission Economic Development Agency’s newsletter about the dilemma faced by Elite 
when the building it is located in was acquired in 2014 by its previous owner. The building has 
since been sold again. Another is a feature published by the Women’s Initiative for Self 
Employment (WISE) in 2013. There is also a story from the Winter 2016 issue of reSource, a 
journal published by the Renaissance Entrepreneurship Center (RenCenter.org). Also, attached 
to this application are an October 1993 letter from former Senator Barbara Boxer and a letter 
from former Mayor Frank Jordan. Also attached is a City Proclamation issued by former Mayor 
Frank Jordan declaring October 1, 1994, Elite Sports Day in San Francisco. 



d. Is the business associated with a significant or historical person? 

Not as an owner or employee. It is certainly possible that significant or historical persons have 
been customers of the business from time to time, although the owners of Elite are not aware 
of any.   

e. How does the business demonstrate its commitment to the community? 

Elite's primary contribution to the neighborhood, in addition to being focused on soccer, has 
been its ability to give work opportunities to young people, and to provide an example to the 
young people who have worked there. Elite did not lay off employees during the Great 
Recession when business was bad. It has always paid its taxes. It has demonstrated business 
character and good financial management to its suppliers, such as Adidas, Nike, Puma and 
others. For nearly 30 years, Jorge and Astrid have shown the community and Elite's employees 
that it is possible to be a business owner and make a contribution to the family, the community 
and the state. 

In addition, Elite annually contributes merchandise to the fund-raising programs of various local 
public and private schools (including Cesar Chavez Elementary School, Mission Dolores High 
School, The Saint James Catholic School, The St. Charles Elementary School, Immaculate 
Conception Academy, and the Lycée Français de San Francisco), and provides discounts to 
teams affiliated with California Soccer Association--North (CSAN), and its local affiliate, the San 
Francisco Soccer Football League (SFSFL), as well as to players on those teams. Elite also 
supports the after-school soccer programs at the Jamestown Community Center and the Good 
Samaritan Family Resource Center. 

The business also has long-standing relationships with Mission Economic Development Agency 
(MEDA) and a variety of other community organizations. MEDA in particular has provided 
valuable advice and assistance over the years. Among the attachments to this application is a 
letter from Edwin Rodriguez at MEDA supporting Elite's application. 

f. Provide a description of the community the business serves. 

For as long as Elite has existed, in part due to its bilingual ownership and staff, and partly due to 
its exclusive focus on the sport of soccer, Elite has been deeply involved with the many 
communities of soccer players and fans throughout the Bay Area. Initially, the business was 
focused in and on the Latin community in the Mission. As time went by and soccer became 
more widely popular in the United States, the store also came to serve European (primarily 
Spanish, German and French) residents and visitors to San Francisco. Finally, as the popularity 
of youth soccer grew, and the sport was adopted by physical education programs in the public 
and private schools of San Francisco, a new generation of San Franciscans has become part of 
the Elite Sport Soccer community. 



Over its history, Elite has provided over 600 high school and college students and recent 
graduates (many of them soccer players) with their first paid employment, including part-time, 
after-school, weekend and summer jobs. Many of those employees have remained in touch 
with Jorge and Astrid and their children to this day, and have become an extended family. 

g. Is the business associated with a culturally significant 
building/structure/site/object/interior? 

Yes, is considered a “Category A Building” by the Planning Department. It is a contributor to the 
South Mission Historic Resource Survey and eligible for listing on the California Registry. 

h. How would the community be diminished if the business were to be sold, relocated, shut 
down, etc.? 

Because of its unique focus on soccer, Elite is not like most retail sporting goods stores, even 
those that have been in their respective communities for many years. Elite does not sell Major 
League baseball, NBA basketball or NFL football souvenirs and branded clothing. It does not sell 
tennis rackets, bicycles, fishing rods, camping equipment or other sporting goods. Elite is a 
specialty store, selling only soccer equipment and attire. It is an authorized retailer for the lines 
it carries. If it were to disappear, soccer players and their teams, and fans of the game 
generally, might still be able to find soccer balls and shoes in other stores, or on the internet, 
but not necessarily from a local, sales-tax-generating, bilingual business whose employees are 
themselves local residents, soccer players and/or fans. In short, if Elite were to close, the varied 
communities of soccer fans and players living in San Francisco would lose a valuable resource. 

CRITERION 3 

a. Describe the business and the essential features that define its character. 

Elite Sport Soccer is a family-owned and operated bilingual (Spanish-English) retail business that 
serves the communities that love and enjoy the sport of soccer. It seeks to work in cooperation 
with the schools that teach the sport, the community centers and after-school programs that 
sponsor youth teams, the soccer leagues that sponsor amateur adult soccer teams in the Bay 
Area, and the fans of the international game and the many national teams that compete for the 
World Cup. 

b. How does the business demonstrate a commitment to maintaining the historical traditions 
that define the business, and which of these traditions should not be changed in order to 
retain the businesses historical character? (e.g., business model, goods and services, craft, 
culinary, or art forms) 

Elite’s owners made sacrifices during the Great Recession when business was bad so that no 
employees would be laid off. It has consistently hired employees from the neighborhood and 



has maintained, over the years, its business model as a specialty store focusing exclusively on 
soccer.   

c. How has the business demonstrated a commitment to maintaining the special physical 
features that define the business? Describe any special exterior and interior physical 
characteristics of the space occupied by the business (e.g.  signage, murals, architectural 
details, neon signs, etc.). 

Over the years, Elite has invested in improving the appearance and functionality of its business 
premises. In 1997 with guidance from MEDA, Elite borrowed (and over the next few years, re-
paid) a loan from the Mayor's Office of Community Development to renovate the façade and 
storefront of its Mission Street store. We are enclosing with this application copies of 
acknowledgments we have received over the years. 

d. When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the business for less 
than 30 years; the applicant will need to provide documentation that demonstrates the 
current owner has maintained the physical features or traditions that define the business, 
including craft, culinary, or art forms.  Please use the list of supplemental documents and/or 
materials as a guide to help demonstrate the existence of the business prior to current 
ownership. 

Not applicable. 
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PRIMARY RECORD

State of California - The Resources Agency

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

Primary #

HRI #

Trinomial

Other Listings

Review Code Reviewer Date

P1. Other Identifier:

Not for Publication*P2. Location: Unrestricted

*a. County: San Francisco

*b. USGS Quad: San Francisco North, CA

c. Address: 2637 - 2645 MISSION ST City: San Francisco

e. Other Locational Data: Assessor's Parcel Number 3637 027

*P3a. Description:

2637 - 2645 Mission Street is located on a 65' x 122.5' rectangular lot on the east side of Mission Street, between 22nd and 
23rd streets. Built ca. 1910, 2637 - 2645 Mission Street is a 3-story, wood frame mixed use building designed in the Classical 
Revival style. The rectangular-plan building, clad in shiplap wood siding, is capped by a flat roof. The foundation is not visible. 

The primary façade faces west and includes 5 structural bays at the upper stories. The building features 2 commercial units 
with 2 commercial entrances on the first floor, and residential units above with 1 residential entrance on the first floor. The north 
storefront  includes a partially-glazed wood Dutch door surmounted by a glazed transom. The shallow angled vestibule is paved 
with decorative tile. The storefront consists of full-length fixed plate-glass aluminum-sash windows with a glass corner. The 
storefront is capped by a fabric awning. (continued)

*P3b. Resource Attributes: HP3. Multiple Family Property, HP6. 1-3 Story Commercial Building

*P4. Resources Present: Building Structure Object Site District Element of District Other

*P9. Date Recorded: 1/14/2008

*P6. Date Constructed/Age:

ca. 1910 Sanborn Maps/estimate

Historic Prehistoric

*P11. Report Citation: 

Eastern Neighborhoods Mission Survey

*Attachments: NONE Location Map Sketch Map Continuation Sheet Building, Structure, and Object Record

Archaeological Record District Record Linear Feature Record Milling Station Record Rock Art Record

Artifact Record Photograph Record Other (list):

CHR Status Code:

P5b. Description of Photo:

View of primary façade on Mission 
Street. 12/27/2007

(Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "None")

Resource Name or #: 2637 - 2645 MISSION ST

d. UTM

94110ZIP

Date: 1995

*P10. Survey Type:

Reconnaissance

*P8. Recorded By:

Zone:

DPR 523 A (1/95)

Both

*Required Information

PRIMARY RECORD

(Assigned by recorder)

(Describe resource and major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)

(List attributes and codes)

Northing:Easting:

Page

Page & Turnbull, Inc. (CD/RS)
724 Pine Street
San Francisco, CA 94108

*P7. Owner and Address

BARGIONI FAMILY TRUST

NORMA CAMPBELL& ADELINE SER

620 JUNIPERO SERRA BLVD

of

SAN FRANCISCO CA

1 3

P5a. Photo



State of California - The Resources Agency

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

CONTINUATION SHEET

Primary #

HRI #

Page 2 of 3 Resource Name or #: 2637 - 2645 MISSION ST

DPR 523 L (1/95) *Required Information

(Assigned by recorder)

*Recorded By: Page & Turnbull, Inc. (CD/RS) *Date Recorded: January 2008

The south storefront features a fully-glazed metal door to the north and recessed, fixed plate-glass aluminum-sash windows to the 
south. The storefront is capped by a fabric awning. Plate-glass aluminum-sash windows for the same store are located in the 
center of the primary façade, north of the residential entrance.

The residential units are accessed by a recessed entrance. Upper story windowsinclude 3 angled bays.  Windows are double-
hung aluminum or vinyl sash. The windows feature molded surrounds, keystones, pilasters, egg-and-dart molding, and window 
hoods. The primary façade terminates in a modillioned cornice with egg-and-dart molding. Other architectural details include 
corner quoins, intermediate cornices, and mini-brackets.

The building appears to be in good condition.

Continuation Update

*P3a: Description (continued):

Detail of north storefront.
Source: City of San Francisco Planning Department

Trinomial
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DPR 523 L (1/95) *Required Information

(Assigned by recorder)

*Recorded By: Page & Turnbull, Inc. (CD/RS) *Date Recorded: January 2008 Continuation Update

Detail view of south storefront.
Source: City of San Francisco Planning Department
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NEW OWNER HAS GOAL TO DISPLACE ELITE 
SPORTS SOCCER FROM LONG-TERM SPACE IN 
MISSION  
On: September 12, 2015  

In: Business Development, Mission Displacement  

Tagged: elite sports soccer mission san francisco , mission sf eviction , mission small business 
displacement 

Stitching jerseys and jackets in a basement seven days a week is no task for the weary. When you 
know that is the only way to get a business off the ground, you make it happen. 

Such is the story of Astrid Acero López, who emigrated from Colombia in November 1988. She and 
her husband, Jorge, had two toddlers in tow … and the dream of starting a business in the U.S. 

The idea was to transfer to San Francisco’s Mission District the marketing model of the ubiquitous 
soccer shops lining the commercial streets of Bogotá, knowing the intense passion for the sport 
among the Latino community. 

http://medasf.org/category/business-development/
http://medasf.org/category/mission-displacement/
http://medasf.org/tag/elite-sports-soccer-mission-san-francisco/
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http://medasf.org/tag/mission-small-business-displacement/
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http://medasf.org/redesign2/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/1712-09102015_CRE-2070-Elite-Sports-Social-Media_Blog_640x295px.jpg


 

The result was a successful, family-run business named Elite Sports Soccer, nestled in a 1904 
building in the middle of bustling Mission Street near 22nd. From colorful soccer balls to equally 
colorful jerseys from innumerable countries around the globe, Astrid and Jorge’s community-serving 
business has thrived. This is especially true during World Cup years, when business can more than 
double. 

This shop has been the sole source of income for the industrious couple, with their successful 
enterprise even recognized by City power players. This is evidenced in their tiny back office, where a 
proclamation from Mayor Frank Jordan hangs on the wall. There is a picture with Mayor Willie 
Brown, set amid numerous family portraits from over the years. 

Proudly explains Astrid, “This business helped us send our two children to college. We were able to 
buy a home in the Excelsior. It’s taken much work, but Elite Sports Soccer has provided for our 
family.” 

Other families have been helped, too, with employees working the counter and offering customers 
assistance. Astrid and Jorge made sacrifices during the Great Recession so that all of these 
employees—community members—could stay on the books. 

MEDA’s Business Development team has helped over the years. The nonprofit gave credibility to the 
Lopez’ business model when the latter tried to establish relationships with brand-name corporations; 
this is difficult to do as a small business. There was also help with setting up an accounting system. 
Even lease negotiation—ever important in today’s commercial market of escalating rents. 

New owner 
Astrid speaks fondly of her former landlord, Norma, who understood this was a family business. 
Norma respected Astrid and Jorge’s hours of toil at their store. Norma also respected that the rent 
was always paid on time—a fair rent negotiated with MEDA’s help. It was a convivial relationship. 

That all changed two years ago, when an aging Norma was compelled to sell the building. The new 
owner dutifully followed the law and kept the Lopez’ lease intact—a lease that now goes for 18 more 
months. 

http://www.elitesportsoccer.com/
http://medasf.org/programs/business-development/
http://medasf.org/redesign2/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Building1.jpg


While their lease is still valid, Astrid and Jorge recently started getting visits from Sterling Heatley, 
who had paid $3.86 million for the property in May of 2014 and is already looking to flip the building. 

Heatley was part of a March 2015 San Francisco Chronicle story, back when he was a vice 
president at Paragon Commercial Brokerage. Seems he signed eviction notices for two dozen 
families at a 31-unit residential hotel in Chinatown. Fortunately, community protests ensued and the 
City stepped in to halt the evictions. Story. 

Heatley said he would propose two options and that Astrid and Jorge could choose one. A series of 
back-and-forth emails ensued, with the business owners realizing that these offers were of no 
benefit to them, their employees or the community. The offers solely benefitted Heatley. 

One option proposed is for a buyout, as the building is worth more vacant to Heatley. If this buyout is 
accepted, the lessees must guarantee to leave the premises in a quick 90 days. This offered buyout 
is a meager sum in comparison to what the business is worth, especially after so many years at the 
same location. With limited options for another commercial space in the Mission’s now-expensive 
market, it is not feasible to move elsewhere in the Bay Area. 

“How do we replace over 25 years of people knowing Elite Sports Soccer? The children of 
customers from the 1990’s now come in. People know where we are. We have built a positive 
reputation in the community. That is invaluable,” explains Astrid. 

The second option is for a five-year lease extension, at a 40 percent increase. When doing the 
numbers, that becomes a business model that is untenable. 

If neither of the aforementioned options is chosen, Astrid and Jorge can legally remain in the building 
until their lease expires in a year and a half. With no commercial rent control in San Francisco, the 
owner of the building at that time will be able to ask whatever rent they deem they can get for the 
space. 

Time will tell if Astrid and Jorge can continue to serve the community. Retirement is still a while 
away. There is still a mortgage to pay on that home in the Excelsior. 

Concludes Astrid of this stressful situation: “It’s sad that this is just seen as a building. There are 
humans inside. Jorge and I have worked hard and supported the Mission community. Where is the 
humanity? I pray that I never become like that. We are determined to make it … somehow.” 

 

http://sfist.com/2015/03/27/chinatown_sro_owner_serve_evictions.php
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