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Legacy Business Registry  

Case Report 
HEARING DATE: SEPTEMBER 20, 2017 

Filing Date: August 21, 2017 
Case No.: 2017-011506LBR 
Business Name: Avedano’s Holly Park Market  
Business Address: 235 Cortland Avenue 
Zoning: NC-2 (Neighborhood Commercial, Small Scale)/ 
 40-X Height and Bulk District 
Block/Lot: 5668/019 
Applicant:  Angela Wilson, Owner 

235 Cortland Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94110 

Nominated By: Supervisor Hillary Ronen, District 9 
Staff Contact: Desiree Smith - (415) 575-9093 

desiree.smith@sfgov.org 
Reviewed By: Tim Frye – (415) 575-6822 

tim.frye @sfgov.org 
  
BUSINESS DESCRIPTION 
Since 1901, Avedano’s Holly Park Market has carried on traditional methods of butchery out of the same 
Cortland Avenue location in Bernal Heights. The butcher shop sources quality meat products from small, 
regional farmers and uses the whole animal, in contrast to large supermarkets that purchase animal parts 
from factory farms. Tooday it represents one of few, if not only, women-owned butcher shops in the 
country. 

Operated by the same family until 1955, the business has since been handed down two different times.. It 
has always had “Holly Park Market” in its name, though it acquired different variations of that name as 
ownership changed. It was named Avedano’s Holly Park Market in 2007. Former owners of the store 
have mentored the new in the art of butchery, a practice that is in decline in the United States, but a 
tradition that Holly Park Market has kept alive for 116 years.   

Avedano’s Holly Park Market is active in the larger butchery community, participating in events or 
movements like Farm to Table, Slow Food, Eat Real Festival, The Butcher’s Guild of America, Cochon 
555, Primal Festival in Napa, and other farm butchery demonstrations in the Bay Area. 

Its small shop in Bernal Heights features a characteristic neon sign on the exterior; interior physical 
features include an original terrazzo bull inlaid in the floor, original rails and hooks for whole animals, 
and a 1995-era meat case. It is located within the NC-2 (Neighborhood Commercial, Small Scale) Zoning 
District and a 40-X Height and Bulk District. 
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Case Number 2017-011506LBR; 2017-011507LBR; 2017-001508LBR; 2017-
011509LBR  

Avedano’s Holly Park Market; DNA Lounge; Ermico Enterprises; 
Project Inform 

STAFF ANALYSIS 
Review Criteria 

1. When was business founded?   

The business was founded in 1901. “Holly Park Market” has always made up at least part of the 
name, although it has had different iterations of that name as ownership changed. It has gone by, 
“Avedano’s Holly Park Market” since 2007. 

2. Does the business qualify for listing on the Legacy Business Registry? If so, how? 

Yes, Avedano’s Holly Park Market qualifies for listing on the Legacy Business Registry because it 
meets all of the eligibility Criteria: 

i. Avedano’s Holly Park Market has operated for 116 years. 

ii. Avedano’s Holly Park Market has contributed to the history and identity of the 
Bernal Heights neighborhood, particularly the Cortland Avenue commercial 
corridor, by serving as a traditional neighborhood butcher shop for over a century. 
As the oldest business on the commercial corridor, Avedano’s Holly Park Market 
makes up an important part of neighborhood identity. 

iii. Avedano’s Holly Park Market is committed to maintaining the physical features and 
traditions that define the neighborhood serving butcher shop, specifically its 
tradition of whole animal butchery as well as the long-standing physical elements 
that are important to the business, such as its neon sign and the bull terrazzo on the 
interior. 

3. Is the business associated with a culturally significant art/craft/cuisine/tradition? 

The business is associated with the tradition of whole animal butchery as well as a business 
model based on the idea that butcher shops should be small-scale and neighborhood-serving. 
Traditional whole animal butcheries have declined in the United States and have largely been 
replaced with factory farming and supermarkets. Through teaching and mentoring, prior owners 
of Holly Park Market have taught the new owners the art of butchery. 

4. Is the business or its building associated with significant events, persons, and/or architecture? 

The 1908 property has not been previously evaluated by the Planning Department for potential 
historical significance.  

5. Is the property associated with the business listed on a local, state, or federal historic resource registry?   

No. 

6. Is the business mentioned in a local historic context statement?   

No. 

7. Has the business been cited in published literature, newspapers, journals, etc.? 

The business has been cited in a number of publications including but not limited to: Examiner, 
“Female butchers make the cut,” by Michelle Locke; SF Gate, 11/18/2007, “3 female butchers say 
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011509LBR  

Avedano’s Holly Park Market; DNA Lounge; Ermico Enterprises; 
Project Inform 

meat is the new black,” by Sarah Adler; Food & Wine (magazine), April 2008, “Where to go next: 
san francisco,” by Jan Newberry; Neopolitan, 7/9/2008, “All-women team of butchers stays on 
cutting edge,” by Michelle Locke; Edible San Francisco, Winter 2008, “Return of the Butcher 
Shop,” by Bonnie Azab Powell; SF Magazine, July 2009, “Get Your Protein: Sustainably raised 
meat- in world and deed”; Food & Wine, November 2008, “Butchers: Meet the Mavericks & Try 
Their Best Recipies,” by Kristin Donnelly; SF Bay Guardian, 2009, “Best Way to Bring Home the 
Bacon”; New York Times, 7/7/2009, “Young Idols With Cleavers Rule the Stage,” by Kim 
Severson; Sunset Magazine, April 2012, Northern California Editor’s Picks, Butchers, California; 
California Bountiful, January/February 2014, “Meat and greet,” by Toni Scott; SF Weekly, October 
2013, “Sampling the Wares,” by Anna Roth. 

Avedano’s was presented with a Certificate of Honor by the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
in 2008 in recognition of its donations to Sunset Youth Services and the families of the Sunset 
District.  

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business 

Location(s) associated with the business: 
• 235 Cortland Avenue   

 
Recommended by Applicant 

• Whole animal butchery traditions 
• Small-scale, neighborhood serving business model 
• Sourcing from small-scale, local farms 
• Presence along Cortland Avenue commercial corridor 
• Customer education on sustainable practices for livestock farming and butchery 
• Name “Holly Park Market” 
• Original rails and hooks 
• Original terrazzo bull inlaid in the floor of the shop 
• 1955-era meat case 
• Neon sign affixed to the facade 

 
Additional Recommended by Staff 
No additional recommendations 
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Case Number 2017-011506LBR; 2017-011507LBR; 2017-001508LBR; 2017-
011509LBR  

Avedano’s Holly Park Market; DNA Lounge; Ermico Enterprises; 
Project Inform 

Filing Date: August 21, 2017 
Case No.: 2017-011507LBR 
Business Name: DNA Lounge 
Business Address: 375 11th Street 
Zoning: WMUO (WSOMA Mixed-Use Office)/ 
 55-X Height and Bulk District 
Block/Lot: 3520/131 
Applicant:  Jamie Zawinski, Owner 

357 11th Street 
San Francisco, CA 94103 

Nominated By: Supervisor Jane Kim, District 6 
Staff Contact: Desiree Smith - (415) 575-9093 

desiree.smith@sfgov.org 
Reviewed By: Tim Frye – (415) 575-6822 

tim.frye @sfgov.org 
  
BUSINESS DESCRIPTION 
Opened on November 22, 1985, DNA Lounge is an all-ages nightclub, concert venue, and 24-hour 
restaurant and café containing four different performance spaces. It has been a South of Market 
institution for over three decades and is well-known within San Francisco’s nightlife industry. As 
described in its application, DNA Lounge is a “political project: an attempt to move the needle of culture 
in this city.” The all-ages venue features 21+, 18+, and all-ages dance parties and musical performances 
featuring diverse bands, D.J.s, and genres. In addition, DNA Lounge hosts comedy nights, lecture series, 
circuses, robotic exhibitions, dance performances, hair shows, charity events, and provides meeting space 
for community groups. 
 
Historically, it is known for its role in the development of House and Psytrance musical genres and 
continues to serve as a home for other music and performance-based subcultures, such as Deep House, 
Swing, Metal, Indie Rock, Mash-ups, Dubstep, Goth, burlesque and circus arts, as well as the growing 
Synthwave scene. Famous musicians ranging from Prince to Green Day to Run-D.M.C. have performed at 
DNA Lounge. DNA Lounge was voted “Best Dance Club” six times and as “Best Bar Staff” by the SF Bay 
Guardian’s “Best of the Bay” readers’ poll. 
 
DNA Lounge is located on the north side of 11th Street between Folsom and Harrison Streets and is 
comprised of two buildings constructed in 1906 and 1923, respectively.  The subject business is within the 
NC-2 (Neighborhood Commercial, Small Scale) Zoning District and a 40-X Height and Bulk District. 
 
STAFF ANALYSIS 
Review Criteria 

1. When was business founded?   

1985 
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2. Does the business qualify for listing on the Legacy Business Registry? If so, how? 

Yes, DNA Lounge qualifies for listing on the Legacy Business Registry because it meets all of the 
eligibility Criteria: 

i. It has operated for 32 years. 

ii. DNA Lounge has contributed to the identity of the South of Market neighborhood 
and to the history of several music scenes in San Francisco including House and 
Psytrance. It has done this by serving as a venue for musical performances, DJs, and 
dance parties for over three decades.  

iii. DNA Lounge is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that 
define its role in providing nightlife entertainment to diverse audiences of all ages, 
serving as a safe and welcoming place, and offering a space for the cultivation of 
community around music, dance parties, and art.  

3. Is the business associated with a culturally significant art/craft/cuisine/tradition? 

The business is associated with the tradition of hosting genre-specific performances and dance 
parties by both live bands and DJs. It was particularly important to the development and 
continuance of San Francisco’s House and Psytrance scenes, and continues to serve as a hub for 
ever-evolving dance and music subcultures.  

4. Is the business or its building associated with significant events, persons, and/or architecture? 

DNA Lounge consists of two buildings. Neither property has been evaluated by the Planning 
Department for potential historical significance. They are both considered “Category B” 
properties that require further review per the Planning Department’s CEQA review procedures 
for historical resources.  

5. Is the property associated with the business listed on a local, state, or federal historic resource registry?   

No. 

6. Is the business mentioned in a local historic context statement?   

No. 

7. Has the business been cited in published literature, newspapers, journals, etc.? 

Yes, the business has been cited in numerous publications, many of which are listed on page 23 of 
the attached application.  

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business 

Location(s) associated with the business: 
• 375 11th Avenue 

 
Recommended by Applicant 

• South of Market location 
• All-ages nightclub 
• Concert venue 
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• 24-hour restaurant and café  
• Diversity and mix of entertainment options 
• Presence of performance spaces 

 
Additional Recommended by Staff 
No additional recommendations 
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Case Number 2017-011506LBR; 2017-011507LBR; 2017-001508LBR; 2017-
011509LBR  

Avedano’s Holly Park Market; DNA Lounge; Ermico Enterprises; 
Project Inform 

Filing Date: August 21, 2017 
Case No.: 2017-011508LBR 
Business Name: Ermico Enterprises, Inc. 
Business Address: 120 Mississippi Street 
Zoning: VMU (Urban Mixed-Use)/ 
 48-X Height and Bulk District 
Block/Lot: 3986/001 
Applicant:  Gwynned Vitello, Owner 

P.O. Box 885403 
San Francisco, CA 94188 

Nominated By: Supervisor Malia Cohen, District 10 
Staff Contact: Desiree Smith - (415) 575-9093 

desiree.smith@sfgov.org 
Reviewed By: Tim Frye – (415) 575-6822 

tim.frye @sfgov.org 
  
BUSINESS DESCRIPTION 
Ermico Enterprises is a metal casting foundry that manufactures metal trucks and bearings, two key 
components of skateboards. The business revolutionized the skateboard industry beginning in 1976 when 
its founders, Fausto Vitello and Eric Swanson, invented a skateboard truck with independent suspension. 
Ermico Enterprises has since become known for its skateboard products and is considered an 
international leader in the industry. Through a corporate partnership, the company remains under the 
ownership of the two original families that founded it. It mission has also remained the same over the 
years: “to serve skateboarding by creating the best products to inspire and encourage kids to get out, be 
active, and roll!”  
 
Located in the Potrero Hill neighborhood, the company has grown to include a skateboarding publication 
called Thrasher magazine, a media company called High Speed Productions, and a clothing line called 
Namesake clothing. Today the enterprise employs over 100 people. Its products have been featured in 
action sport tradeshows and numerous trade publications such as Skateboarder magazine, Transworld 
Magazine, Concrete Wave Magazine, the Skateboard Mag, and Juice Magazine.  
 
Young people make up a significant portion of the company’s customer base and constituency. Ermico 
Enterprises has expressed a commitment to maintaining a widespread presence in brick and mortar stores 
throughout the United States, which serve as hubs of skater culture in San Francisco and across the 
nation, particularly for young people. Ermico Enterprises is proud to have contributed to the 
development of San Francisco as the capital of skateboarding culture in Northern California through its 
skateboard products, fashion, and popular magazine.   
 
Located on the west side of Mississippi Street between 17th Street and Mariposa Street, Ermico Enterprises 
is within the UMU (Urban Mixed Use) Zoning District and a 48-X Height and Bulk District. Its building is 
open to visitors and continues to be a destination for skaters.  
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STAFF ANALYSIS 
Review Criteria 

1. When was business founded?   

1976 

2. Does the business qualify for listing on the Legacy Business Registry? If so, how? 

Yes, Ermico Enterprises, Inc. qualifies for listing on the Legacy Business Registry because it meets 
all of the eligibility Criteria: 

i. Ermico Enterprises, Inc. has operated for 41 years.  

ii. Ermico Enterprises, Inc. has contributed to the development of skater culture in 
San Francisco, Northern California, and beyond.  

iii. Ermico Enterprises, Inc. is committed to maintaining the physical features and 
traditions that define its craft of skateboard truck and bearing manufacturing. 

3. Is the business associated with a culturally significant art/craft/cuisine/tradition? 

The business is associated with the craft of skateboard truck and bearing manufacturing. 

4. Is the business or its building associated with significant events, persons, and/or architecture? 

The property in which the business is located has been previously evaluated by the Planning 
Department for potential historical significance and was found not to be historically significant. It 
is considered a “Category C” property for the purposes of the California Environmental Quality 
Act.  

5. Is the property associated with the business listed on a local, state, or federal historic resource registry?   

No. 

6. Is the business mentioned in a local historic context statement?   

No. 

7. Has the business been cited in published literature, newspapers, journals, etc.? 

Yes. SF Gate, 6/22/2011, “Eric Swenson, skateboard business icon, dies,” by Henry K. Lee; SurfKY 
News, 8/20/2017, “Pro Skaters Perform at Madisonville’s Total Eclipse of the Park,” by Tammy 
Holloway. 

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business 

Location(s) associated with the business: 
• 120 Mississippi Street 

 
Recommended by Applicant 

• Manufacturing of skateboard products 
• Commitment to creating best products to inspire and encourage kids to get out and be active 
• Commitment to maintaining a presence in brick and mortar stores 
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• Independently owned and operated business model 
• Presence in San Francisco 
 

Additional Recommended by Staff 
No additional recommendations 
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Case Number 2017-011506LBR; 2017-011507LBR; 2017-001508LBR; 2017-
011509LBR  

Avedano’s Holly Park Market; DNA Lounge; Ermico Enterprises; 
Project Inform 

Filing Date: August 21, 2017 
Case No.: 2017-011509LBR 
Business Name: Project Inform 
Business Address: 273 9th Street 
Zoning: RCD (Regional Commercial)/ 
 55-X Height and Bulk District 
Block/Lot: 3729/024 
Applicant:  Dana Van Gorder, Executive Director 

273 9th Street 
San Francisco, CA 94103 

Nominated By: Supervisor Jeff Sheehy, District 8 
Staff Contact: Desiree Smith - (415) 575-9093 

desiree.smith@sfgov.org 
Reviewed By: Tim Frye – (415) 575-6822 

tim.frye @sfgov.org 
  
BUSINESS DESCRIPTION 
Founded in 1985, Project Inform advocates for those affected by HIV and hepatitis C by supporting 
research into effective treatments and promoting preventative care and education. Launched by 
community activists, Martin Delaney and Joe Brewer, in response to the AIDS epidemic that devastated 
San Francisco during the 1980s, Project Inform has established itself as a leader in advocating for the 
needs of those suffering from HIV and in more recent years, hepatitis C. The organization works on 
policy issues at the local, state, and national level. Their work, for example, was crucial to the 
development of the National Viral Hepatitis Action Plan, increasing federal appropriations for HCV 
testing, in efforts to increase funding for HIV research conducted by the National Institutes of Health, and 
in the effective implementation of the Affordable Care Act (ACA).  
 
At the individual level, Project Inform works to empower patients to be an active participant in seeking 
out treatments with their doctors. As stated in its application, “in 1985, AIDS diagnosis was widely 
viewed as a death sentence” but “Project Inform helped change that perception by empowering patients 
to get informed, ask questions, seek out (and demand) new treatments, and work actively with their 
doctors to determine a course of treatment-rather than viewing themselves as passive recipients of care.” 
The organization now provides services nationwide.  
 
Project Inform is located on the north side of 9th Street near Folsom Street in the South of Market area. It is 
located within the RCD (Regional Commercial) Zoning District and a 55-X Height and Bulk District. 
 
STAFF ANALYSIS 
Review Criteria 

1. When was business founded?   

1985 
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2. Does the business qualify for listing on the Legacy Business Registry? If so, how? 

Yes, Project Inform qualifies for listing on the Legacy Business Registry because it meets all of the 
eligibility Criteria: 

i. Project Inform has operated for 32 years.  

ii. Project Inform has contributed to the history and identity of San Francisco as a 
leader in advocating for the needs of people with HIV by empowering patients to 
get informed and work actively with medical professionals to determine courses 
of treatment, by successfully advocating for increased funding for AIDS research 
as well as other policy issues related to HIV and later, hepatitis C.  

iii. Project Inform is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions 
that define its tradition of advocating for the needs of people with HIV and 
hepatitis C.  

3. Is the business associated with a culturally significant art/craft/cuisine/tradition? 

The business is associated with the tradition of public health advocacy, specifically for patients of 
HIV and hepatitis C. 

4. Is the business or its building associated with significant events, persons, and/or architecture? 

The 1917 property is considered a “Category A” property for the purposes of the California 
Environmental Quality Act because it is located within a California Register-eligible Historic 
District, specifically, in the Western SOMA Light Industrial and Residential Historic District.  

5. Is the property associated with the business listed on a local, state, or federal historic resource registry?   

No, however it is located within a California Register-eligible Historic District, specifically, in the 
Western SOMA Light Industrial and Residential Historic District. 

6. Is the business mentioned in a local historic context statement?   

No. 

7. Has the business been cited in published literature, newspapers, journals, etc.? 

The New York Times, 1/26/2009, “Martin Delaney, 63, AIDS Activist, Dies,” by Dennis Hevesi; 
HuffPost Blog, 2/2/2016, “Not Buying Dallas Buyers Club,” by Patrick Mulcahey; Bay Area 
Reporter, 4/23/2015, “Project Inform marks 30 years,” by Khaled Sayed; Bay Area Reporter, 
“News Briefs: SFAF joins panel on Trump-era policies,” by Cynthia Laird. 

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business 

Location(s) associated with the business: 
• 273 9th Street 

 
Recommended by Applicant 

• Supporting research to develop more effective treatment for those suffering from or at risk 
for HIV and hepatitis C 

• Advocating for health reform that will better serve the needs of those with HIV and hepatitis 
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C 
• Continuing to provide free education on managing and preventing AIDS and hepatitis C 
• Helping the city bring effective HIV and hepatitis C medications to market 
• Educating community members about all aspects of HIV care, treatment, and prevention 
 

Additional Recommended by Staff 
No additional recommendations 
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011509LBR  
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The Applicant has been nominated as a "Legacy Business" by a member of the Board of Supervisors or the 
Mayor.  
 
OTHER ACTIONS REQUIRED 
Per Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the subject nomination requires review and approval by the 
Small Business Commission at a public hearing in order to be added to the Legacy Business Registry. 
 
PUBLIC/NEIGHBORHOOD INPUT 
The Department has received no public input on the project at the date of this report. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW STATUS 
Nomination to the Legacy Business Registry does not constitute a “project” requiring environmental 
review per the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The nomination act would not result in 
any physical alteration to the subject property and could not have an effect on the environment. 
 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that the Historic Preservation Commission find that Avedano’s Holly Park Market, 
DNA Lounge, Ermico Enterprises, and Project Inform qualify for the Legacy Business Registry under 
Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) and recommends safeguarding of the above listed physical 
features and traditions as amended by Staff. 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
Draft Resolution 
Legacy Business Application 
 
DS:  XXXX 



CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO 
EDW IN M. LEE,  MAYOR 

 
  OFFICE OF SMALL BUSI NESS 

REGINA DICK-ENDRIZZI ,  DIRECTOR 
 

 
 
 

1  DR.  CARLTON B.  GOODLETT PLACE,  ROOM 110,  SAN FRANCISCO,  CALIFORNIA 94102-4681  
(415)  554-6134 /  www.s fos b.org  /  legacybus iness@sfgov. org  

 
Application No.:  LBR-2017-18-009 
Business Name:   Avedano’s Holly Park Market 
Business Address:   235 Cortland Avenue 
District:   District 9 
Applicant:    Angela Wilson, Owner 
Nomination Date:   August 17, 2017 
Nominated By:   Supervisor Hillary Ronen 
 
CRITERION 1: Has the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no 
break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years?  X Yes   No 
 
235 Cortland Avenue from 1901 to Present (116 years). 
 
CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a 
particular neighborhood or community?  X Yes   No 
 
CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that 
define the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms?  X Yes   No 
 
NOTES: NA 
 
DELIVERY DATE TO HPC: August 21, 2017 
 
 
Richard Kurylo 
Manager, Legacy Business Program 
 

Legacy  
Business  
Registry 

Application Review 
Sheet 
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Member, Board of Supervisors 
District 9 

 
 

HILLARY RONEN 

 
 
 
City and County of San Francisco 

 

 
August 17th, 2017 
 
 
 
Office of Small Business, 
 
I am pleased to Nominate Avedano Meats to the Legacy Business Registry. 
 
The Butcher store located at 235 Cortland Ave, San Francisco, CA 94110 has been an 
important part of the Bernal Heights community for decades and Avedano has continued 
the craft and art of the meat shop, preserving a artisan approach to meats that is rapidly 
fading in our culture.  
 
We are excited to see this important cultural asset added to the registry.  
 
Sincerely, 

 

Supervisor Hillary Ronen 
San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
 

mailto:Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org




Legacy Business Registry Application

V.5- 6/17/2016

Section Two:
Business Location(s).
List the business address of the original San Francisco location, the start date of business, and the dates of operation at
the original location. Check the box indicating whether the original location of the business in San Francisco is the
founding location of the business. If the business moved from its original location and has had additional addresses in
San Francisco, identify all other addresses and the dates of operation at each address. For businesses with more than
one location, list the additional locations in section three of the narrative.

ORIGINAL SAN FRANCISCO ADDRESS: ZIP CODE: START DATE OF BUSINESS

IS THIS LOCATION THE FOUNDING LOCATION OF THE BUSINESS? DATES OF OPERATION AT THIS LOCATON

No Yes

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:
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Legacy Business Registry Application – Avedano’s Holly Park Market 

Section 4: Written Historical Narrative 

CRITERION 1 

a. Provide a short history of the business from the date the business opened in San Francisco 
to the present day, including the ownership history. For businesses with multiple locations, 
include the history of the original location in San Francisco (including whether it was the 
business's founding and or headquartered location) and the opening dates and locations of all 
other locations. 

The first butcher shop at 235 Cortland Avenue was the Bleuss Holly Park Meat Market, which 
opened in 1901.  

The Bleuss family owned the market until 1955, when it was purchased by the Ed Cicero Sr., 
who changed the name to Cicero’s Meats Holly Park Market. 

Ed Sr. decided to keep many of the original fixtures in the shop such as the rail system, which 
was used and still used today to bring entire carcasses to butcher within the store. He also 
made some additions to the space such as installing a meat case in 1955 which is still in use 
today, as well as a terrazzo bull within the floor.  

Ed Sr. owned the business and was assisted by Ed Jr. on occasion until his death in 2007. Ed Sr. 
left the business and property to Ed Jr. in his trust. It was then when Angela Wilson, Melanie 
Eisemann, and Tia Harrison first approached Ed Jr. regarding taking over the shop.  

In 2007, Angela, Melanie, and Tia took over the business and changed the name to Avedano’s 
Holly Park Market. The store was the first woman-owned butcher shop in the United States. To 
this day, as the business has been featured in many publications and media over the years, 
through extensive research Angela has not been able to find another woman-owned butcher 
shop. 

Ed Jr. thought that the butcher shop would be a very difficult business to maintain, as Cicero’s 
had fallen into trouble because of the proliferation of supermarket chains such as Safeway. 
However, the new owners’ concept for the business was to bring back the traditional butcher 
shop model, using locally sourced meats rather than large scale industrial farming techniques. 
Avedano’s purchases the entire animal to butcher rather than parts as larger markets do. This 
model ends up supporting small farmers. Ed Jr. assisted with the business transition by training 
the new Avedano’s staff in the art butchery. The entire Cicero family attended the reopening of 
the Holly Park Market under the Avedano’s name.  

The butcher shop at this location has always gone by the name of Holly Park Market. There is an 
historic neon sign attached to the façade of the building that says “Holly Park Market,” which 



cannot be removed. The current iteration of the sign has “Avedano’s Meats” affixed above 
“Holly Park Market.” Avedano’s has been continuing the tradition of having a butcher shop at 
235 Cortland Avenue as the building has only played host to this type of business throughout its 
history. 

b. Is the business a family-owned business? If so, give the generational history of the 
business. 

The business is not a family-owned business. 

c. Describe the ownership history when the business ownership is not the original owner or a 
family-owned business. 

The original owner of the Holly Park Market was the Bleuss Family, who owned and operated 
the space from its inception in 1901 to 1955.  

The business was then purchased by Ed Cicero Sr. who made many of the upgrades to the space 
that can still be seen today. The space was owned and operated by the Cicero family, including 
his son Ed Cicero Jr. until 2006, when current owner Angela Wilson, and former owners Melania 
Eisemann and Tia Harrison took interest in the dying business space. Angela, Melania, and Tia 
took over the space and reactivated the butcher shop in 2007, where it remains today. 

In 2014, Melania Eisemann’s ownership stake was bought out by Erin Singer; and in 2016, Tia 
Harrison’s ownership stake was bought out by Jacquie Smith. The current ownership consists of 
Angela Wilson, Erin Singer and Jacquie Smith. 

d. Note any other special features of the business location, such as, if the property associated 
with the business is listed on a local, state, or federal historic resources registry. 

The building itself is not listed on any historic registries as of yet, however the neon sign affixed 
to the façade of the building is a historic fixture and has been on the front of the building since 
the original Bleuss family owned the business. 

CRITERION 2 

a. Describe the business's contribution to the history and/or identity of the neighborhood, 
community or San Francisco. 

The Holly Park Market has been a fixture in the Bernal Heights neighborhood for over a century. 
The business associated with 235 Cortland Avenue has always been a butcher shop, and the 
tradition has passed down from three different owners, from the Bleuss family, to the Cicero 
family, to Angela, Erin and Jacquie today.  



The butcher shop is a business model that is not as prominent in neighborhoods across the 
United States as it once was. Many of Avedano’s Holly Park Market’s current patrons have even 
remarked that they had moved to Bernal Heights because of the resource of a neighborhood-
serving butcher shop. The building itself has always been identified as a butcher shop and the 
identity of the Cortland Avenue commercial corridor cannot be envisioned without a butcher 
shop at this location. This is how the Holly Park Market, under its various ownerships, has 
contributed to the Bernal Heights neighborhood and San Francisco as a whole.  

b. Is the business (or has been) associated with significant events in the neighborhood, the 
city, or the business industry? 

Avedano’s Holly Park Market is very active in the butchery community locally and nationally. 
Some events that Avedano’s takes part in that are both movements and events include: Farm 
to Table, Slow Food, Eat Real Festival, The Butcher’s Guild of America (which was started by 
former part-owner Tia Harrison), Cochon 555 (a pig-butchery competition held annually at the 
Fairmont Hotel), Primal Festival in Napa (an outdoor animal cooking festival) and multiple other 
farm butchery demonstrations and dinners in the Bay Area. 

Avedano’s is also the first woman-owned butcher shop in the United States and may currently 
still be the only business of its kind in the country. The butcher shop is also a whole animal 
butchery, which has brought the business many accolades over the years as the industry 
becomes further integrated with large-scale supermarkets.  

c. Has the business ever been referenced in an historical context? Such as in a business trade 
publication, media, or historical documents? 

Avedano’s Holly Park Market has been featured in numerous media and trade publications over 
the years. Saveur Magazine has featured Avedano’s as a Top 100 business, the New York Times 
has features the market several times, which led to a cover story in Food & Wine Magazine, 
with a five-page spread. The Today Show also featured Avedano’s in a 20-minute segment. 
They have also been featured in other publications such as the cover story in Edible San 
Francisco, 7x7 Magazine, The Week, GQ Magazine, San Francisco Chronicle, SF Examiner, KGO-
Radio and ABC 7 Bay Area news, along with many others.  

d. Is the business associated with a significant or historical person? 

Many local politicians and industry figures have associated themselves and patronized 
Avedano’s and the Holly Park Market. Some notable politicians such as current Mayor Ed Lee 
and Tom Ammiano, Roberta Achtenberg, author of Season of the Witch David Talbot and 
world-famous Italian butcher Dario Cecchini of Antica Macelleria Cecchini, who visited the 
butcher shop several times and has stated that the butcher shop is the only one in the United 
States that feels “like home.” Also, many of his apprentices have gone on to work at Avedano’s 
Holly Park Market. 



e. How does the business demonstrate its commitment to the community? 

Avedano’s Holly Park Market is committed to its community by providing a sustainable product 
as well as making its customers and patrons aware of sustainable practices for livestock farming 
and butchery. The Holly Park Market has been a butcher shop for over a century and has 
contributed to the quality of life of Bernal Heights residents by providing a top-shelf product to 
local residents. Having a neighborhood-serving business on a main commercial corridor such as 
Cortland Avenue truly gives the community even more of a sense of identity, as the business is 
just as much a vital part of the neighborhood as its residents.   

f. Provide a description of the community the business serves. 

The Bernal Heights community is a diverse neighborhood. The customers of Holly Park Market 
range from the very wealthy to people spending hard earned cash on quality meat. Tech 
executives to local families shop at Avedano’s, with little kids playing with the magnet board in 
the shop and asking for the meat sticks that they sell. People also come from various parts of 
the Bay Area to shop at Avedano’s, as far away as Santa Cruz. The reactivation of the Holly Park 
Market was a big spark in the renewal of the Cortland Avenue commercial corridor and is 
largely associated with the Bernal Heights community.  

g. Is the business associated with a culturally significant 
building/structure/site/object/interior? 

Though the building is not on an historic registry, the business itself has many features that 
have remained unchanged for decades. The most prominent may be the neon sign on the front 
of the building, which formerly read “Bleuss Holly Park Market” and now reads “Avedano’s 
Holly Park Market”.  

The interior of the business also has many objects that are reminiscent of a different time in 
America. The meat case, the rails and hooks and the terrazzo bull inlaid in the floor of the shop 
have stood the test of time and still remain as a tribute to the past owners of the Holly Park 
Market and their contributions to the business, the neighborhood and the City of San Francisco. 

h. How would the community be diminished if the business were to be sold, relocated, shut 
down, etc.? 

If the Holly Park Market no longer stood in Bernal Heights, the community would be losing an 
identifying marker in the neighborhood that has been there for over 100 years. Since 1901, 235 
Cortland Avenue has contained a butcher shop and this corner shop has been serving the local 
residents, albeit under different ownership throughout this entire time. The community would 
also be losing a resource that has provided quality meats and products to local residents, and a 
business model that has long been on the decline in the United States due to the encroachment 
of the supermarket into traditional butcher industry territory. The butcher shop is long 



associated with being a neighborhood-serving business, and Avedano’s Holly Park Market is a 
prime example of that relationship between business and community. 

CRITERION 3 

a. Describe the business and the essential features that define its character. 

Avedano’s Holly Park Market is a whole-animal butcher shop that sources the majority of its 
product from small farmers within mostly a 200 mile radius of San Francisco. The business 
supports local farmers that have difficulty competing with industrial-scale farms that provide 
meat to larger supermarket chains.  

The business has many of the characteristics of an old-time butcher shop, such as the rails that 
carry entire carcasses to be butchered on site, a meat case from the 1950s and the neon sign on 
the outside that has long marked where the neighborhood butcher shop was located. 

The butcher shop is also the first woman-owned butcher shop in the United States in an 
industry that has largely been male-dominated. This is another defining characteristic of the 
business that makes it a unique entity in Bernal Heights and San Francisco.  

b. How does the business demonstrate a commitment to maintaining the historical traditions 
that define the business, and which of these traditions should not be changed in order to 
retain the businesses historical character? (e.g., business model, goods and services, craft, 
culinary, or art forms) 

Butchery is largely an obsolete business model. The food systems today are mass produced and 
industrialized to the extent that large scale suppliers completely dominate the industry. 
However, the product of industrial-scale farms has led to numerous complications in the 
industry, such as overuse of antibiotics which threaten our health as human beings and poor 
stewardship of land and animals, and has caused major environmental damage through large 
scale farming techniques. Avedano’s is focused on the small scale farmers that do not have the 
bargaining power of the industrial farmers. They use sustainable farming techniques that have 
been encompassed in tradition for hundreds of years, and this model is harder to come by in 
the current corporate ecosystem of San Francisco.  

San Francisco has also changed over the years from a labor-based city to a service- and 
corporate-based city with skyrocketing real estate prices driving out much of what made San 
Francisco a charming city in which to live. Small businesses such as butcher shops are becoming 
fewer and further between and thus needs to be preserved in order to maintain the traditions 
and charm of San Francisco. Avedano’s Holly Park Market is one of these such businesses. 

c. How has the business demonstrated a commitment to maintaining the special physical 
features that define the business? Describe any special exterior and interior physical 



characteristics of the space occupied by the business (e.g. signage, murals, architectural 
details, neon signs, etc.). 

Avedano’s Holly Park Market has largely maintained the physical features that have been 
associated with the building at 235 Cortland Avenue for decades. The external neon signage, 
interior floors, meat fixtures, and cases have all been carried over from the Bleuss and Cicero’s 
Holly Park Markets and have largely been restored, but not unchanged since Angela Wilson 
took over the space in 2007.  
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3 female butchers say meat is the new black 
Sarah Adler, Special to The Chronicle 

Sunday, November 18, 2007  

 
Three women, a butcher shop and a neon sign. What sounds like a setup for a joke is 
serious business for three pioneering local entrepreneurs.  
 
Since late last summer, when they opened Avedano's Holly Park Market in Bernal 
Heights, Tia Harrison, Melanie Eisemann and Angela Wilson have trimmed cuts of meat 
for loyal customers while creating an unusual niche in a male-dominated trade. Their 
butcher shop on Cortland Avenue is the only women-run store of its kind in San 
Francisco. They're cutting meat and chopping up stereotypes. 
 
"People always want to know who the butcher is who cuts their meat," says Wilson, 37. 
"When we tell them it's Tia, they say, 'Wow, can she really lift the cows onto the hook?' " 
 
Avedano's provides all the nitty-gritty service you'd expect from a butcher - the women 
will work over the insides of a recently slaughtered calf and break it down into quarters 
and primals - but its business practices, the women say, are shaped partly by their 
gender. The three have decorated the old store with retro signage, handwritten labels, 
wooden baskets and cookie jars full of colorful Italian candies.  
 
Along with skirt steak, veal shank and oxtails, Avedano's offers fish, including wild-
caught salmon and petrale sole. They even serve an array of take-out dinners prepared 
daily - from soups and paninis to cured meats and tacos on Sundays, all made with 
local, organic ingredients - because they like to cook as well as cut.  
 
"Meat is the new black. We're making it fashionable and hip to eat meat responsibly and 
to celebrate it," says Eisemann, 34.  
 
"But lots of vegetarians still come here for doggie bones and for our house-made 
marinara sauce," Wilson adds. 
 
Eisemann was a vegetarian until 2003, when she attended a five-course duck-themed 
meal and found the crispy skin impossible to resist. At the time, she was working as a 
waitress at Sociale, on Sacramento between Spruce and Locust streets, where 
Harrison, 29, served as chef. Their "eureka moment" came last winter, when Harrison 
and Eisemann met with longtime friend Wilson over dinner. They got to talking about a 

http://www.sfgate.com/style/article/3-female-butchers-say-meat-is-the-new-black-3300871.php#photo-2448164
http://www.sfgate.com/search/?action=search&channel=living&inlineLink=1&searchindex=solr&query=%22Tia+Harrison%22
http://www.sfgate.com/search/?action=search&channel=living&inlineLink=1&searchindex=solr&query=%22Melanie+Eisemann%22
http://www.sfgate.com/search/?action=search&channel=living&inlineLink=1&searchindex=solr&query=%22Angela+Wilson%22


joint venture, decided against a restaurant and then thought about running a butcher 
shop.  
 
Harrison told them about having seen an abandoned shop on Cortland Avenue. "We 
knew we had to have a strong concept and vision to offer San Franciscans, and we 
thought, 'Hey, why not us in that place?' "  
 
They realized that their skills meshed well. Harrison's experience at Sociale afforded her 
relationships with local meat vendors. Eisemann's experience as a server, and later as 
a landscaper, provided management foundation. Wilson's stint running her Divine Tea 
Co. and years as a cook at Laghi, an Italian restaurant, rounded out their skill set.  
 
"I do the money better, Melanie does the decorations better and Tia does the food 
best," says Wilson. "We stay out of each other's way and really complement each 
other."  
 
The three friends settled on the Bernal Heights storefront that once housed Cicero's 
Meats, an old-school butcher shop that opened in 1956. They agreed to keep their day 
jobs during the first year, and came up with a schedule to run the shop Tuesday through 
Sunday.  
 
"I was confused at first because they didn't want to run it as a traditional shop like my 
father had," says Ed Cicero Jr., who owns the building. When not managing his family 
properties, he stops by for a visit and engages in some mentoring. "I showed the girls 
how to break beef," says Cicero, referring to the process of working the entire cow down 
into sides, chops, ribs and other parts.  
 
Avedano's is named after Harrison's grandma Flora Avedano, a first-generation Italian 
American (whose mother, Francis Avedano, arrived in San Francisco from Asti, Italy, 
just days before the 1906 earthquake). Now they create dishes in her honor. 
 
"I make sure to feature those recipes that remind me of her, like the sauteed vegetables 
that are in our panini and the scallion gnocchi that I roll by hand," says Harrison. "She 
also had a Meyer lemon tree at her house, and the smell always reminds me of her."  
 
The Avedano's owners have created a scene right out of "Antiques Roadshow," 
decorating the store with odds and ends left over from Cicero's Meats: brass scales, a 
1950s sandwich board announcing "Fresh Fish," butcher paper ink stamps. "When 
Melanie spotted a metal fish in the attic and climbed over the rafters to retrieve it, you 
would have thought she had won the lottery," remembers Wilson. "All we had to do was 
paint, put up some shelves, add a new floor in the back and we were good to go. The 
rest was here, including the original marble countertop and vintage linoleum with a 
mosaic bull."  
 

http://www.sfgate.com/search/?action=search&channel=living&inlineLink=1&searchindex=solr&query=%22Harrison%27s%22
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While Harrison, Eisemann and Wilson are respectful of butcher shop traditions, their 
food aesthetic is influenced by their restaurant backgrounds and the neighborhood's 
tastes. The store's motto is "Local People. Local Food." 
 
"We adjusted the inventory based on this neighborhood's needs," says Harrison. They 
offer traditional cuts as well as such current favorites as grass-fed hot dogs and 
lavender sausage. Above all, they carry types of meats that are easy to cook at home 
and that highlight the meat's flavor. Everything they serve is organically, responsibly 
raised.  
 
They've got big plans for a local, sustainable Thanksgiving menu, including turkey from 
Sonoma's Willie Bird Farm, Woodland's Branigan turkey and Mary's free-range heritage 
turkey, as well as suckling pigs and Poulet Rouge chickens.  
 

 
Photo: Laura Morton  
Image 1 of 2  
Angela Wilson (left) and Tia Harrison joke with each other while preparing sandwiches 
at Avedano's Holly Park Market in Bernal Heights. Wilson and Harrison run the meat 
market with one other woman. (Laura Morton/Special to the Chronicle) 

http://www.sfgate.com/thanksgiving/


 

Photo: Laura Morton  
Image 2 of 2  
Tia Harrison takes a smoke break outside Avedano's Holly Park Market in Bernal 
Heights. Harrison runs the meat market with three other women. (Laura Morton/Special 
to the Chronicle) 



 
Running Avedano's "is a nice, new twist and a lot more political than working in a 
restaurant," says Eisemann. "I can educate the general public firsthand about 
sustainable meat and fish beyond the table."  
 
None of the Avedano's owners have quit their day jobs yet. But the public's positive 
response and their own enthusiasm have motivated them to expand their business. In 
December, Ed Cicero Sr.'s former office, nestled between the store and garage, will be 
transformed into a 20-seat private dining room featuring Avedano's meats, fish and daily 
specials. The owners already have booked the room for holiday work parties. 
 
While he misses his father's shop, Ed Cicero Jr. says the Avedano's women are 
honoring his family's dedication to quality and service. "My hats are off to them. They 
put a lot of sweat equity into the place, and they've brought it back to life."  
 
"I never thought I'd run a butcher shop," says Eisemann, "but it's been so gratifying to 
create new food memories in this neighborhood, for local families and for ourselves."  
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DNA LOUNGE 
Section 4: Written Historical Narrative 

CRITERION 1 

a. Provide a short history of the business from the date the business opened in San Francisco 
to the present day, including the ownership history. For businesses with multiple locations, 
include the history of the original location in San Francisco (including whether it was the 
business's founding and or headquartered location) and the opening dates and locations of all 
other locations. 

The building housing DNA Lounge was constructed in 1920. It went through many years as a 
manufacturing site for early automobile parts, a foundry, a warehouse, and various other 
incarnations. It first became a nightclub in 1983 as the leather bar "Chaps." 

On November 22, 1985, DNA Lounge was born. Jim English, Jeff Mason and Brian Raffi bought 
the club and reopened it as DNA Lounge. The original doorman was recruited from a New York 
club called Area, and maintained very strict door control; you had to look very cool to get in. It 
was the hottest club in the city for quite some time. Some nights there'd be more people 
outside trying to get in than there were inside. 

DNA's first regular DJs were Ted Cousens, Adam Fisher and Brian Raffi. Spencer Coppins was the 
first manager. One of the early doormen was Doc Martin, who went on to be a famous house 
DJ. 

Much of the House and Psytrance scene in San Francisco found its birth at DNA during this 
period. This is also when Prince started showing up after playing arenas to wind down by 
playing more, but for hipper people. 

In 1994, DNA Lounge was sold to Tim Dale and John and Rob Schneider (of Saturday Night Live 
fame). They had a very popular disco cover band every Friday night for several years, but the 
place pretty much fell into disrepair and off of the radar. 

The current owner, Jamie Zawinski, bought the club in 1999, leaving his career in the software 
industry. He had been one of the founders of Netscape, and an early pioneer of open source. 

Since then, DNA Lounge has been a constant home for both dance parties and live music, 
regularly hosting all ages concerts, as well as a mixture popular of 21+, 18+ and all ages dance 
parties. 

In 2011, DNA Lounge expanded by purchasing the adjacent pizza restaurant next door. After 
some extensive remodeling, during which time the club was able to remain open, DNA Lounge 
annexed the second floor of the building next door, expanding from a two room club to either a 
four room club or a pair of two-room clubs able to operate independently and side by side. 



Because of that, it's not uncommon to witness evenings where one door opens into a kandy 
rave, and the other opens into a black metal show. It is this kind of extreme diversity of our 
entertainment offerings that brings us the most pride. 

On November 22, 2010, on the occasion of DNA Lounge's 25th anniversary, The San Francisco 
Board of Supervisors issued a proclamation declaring the date to be DNA Lounge Day, "to 
convey the City's sincere respect for their ability to successfully run an entertainment business 
for the last 25 years." 

On the same day, Mayor Gavin Newsom presented DNA Lounge with a Certificate of Honor: 
"With your atmosphere of safe and lively entertainment by internationally recognized artists, 
your tributary entertainment lounge greatly contributes to the rich cultural history of San 
Francisco's entertainment scene and our beloved historic South of Market District. Thank you 
for your committed excellence to all things great that continue to make San Francisco unique 
and dynamic." 

b. Describe any circumstances that required the business to cease operations in San Francisco 
for more than six months? 

A remodeling project in 2001 took 14 months during which time DNA Lounge was closed. 

c. Is the business a family-owned business? If so, give the generational history of the 
business. 

No, Jamie Zawinski is the owner and Barry Synoground is the general manager, both since 1999. 
Technically, both are partners in the controlling LLC. 

d. Describe the ownership history when the business ownership is not the original owner or a 
family-owned business. 

1985 through 1994: Partnership between Jim English, Jeff Mason and Brian Raffi. 

1994 to 1999: Partnership between Tim Dale, John Schneider and Rob Schneider. 

1999 to Present: Jamie Zawinski, owner, and Barry Synoground, general manager.. 

e. When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the business for less 
than 30 years, the applicant will need to provide documentation of the existence of the 
business prior to current ownership to verify it has been in operation for 30+ years. Please 
use the list of supplemental documents and/or materials as a guide to help demonstrate the 
existence of the business prior to current ownership. 

Documentation of the existence of the business prior to current ownership to verify it has been 
in operation for 30+ years is provided in this application. 



f. Note any other special features of the business location, such as, if the property associated 
with the business is listed on a local, state, or federal historic resources registry. 

The building at 375 11th Street is considered a “Category B Property” for the purposes of the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 

CRITERION 2 

a. Describe the business's contribution to the history and/or identity of the neighborhood, 
community or San Francisco. 

DNA Lounge has been a San Francisco nightlife institution for 32 years. There is a constant flow 
of live music from local to national touring acts. It is intricately intertwined with San Francisco's 
rich entertainment history and has provided a home for innumerable subcultures from Deep 
House, Psytrance, Swing, Metal, Indie Rock, Mash-ups, Dubstep and Goth, through the recent 
revivals of burlesque and circus arts, and most recently the growing Synthwave scene. Much of 
the House and Psytrance scene in San Francisco found its birth at DNA Lounge. 

b. Is the business (or has been) associated with significant events in the neighborhood, the 
city, or the business industry? 

UNIQUE EVENTS 

DNA Lounge is known for several notable repeating events of significance in the nightlife 
industry: 

• Bootie SF, occurring every Saturday, is the longest-running and most popular mash-up party 
in the world and is possibly San Francisco's most popular weekly party. 

• Death Guild is the longest-running weekly Goth club in the country. 
• Hubba Hubba Revue is a world famous monthly show at the heart of the modern burlesque 

movement. 
• Trannyshack, the world famous drag event, made its monthly home at DNA Lounge from 

2009 through 2014 (when Heklina bought The Oasis). 

WAR ON FUN 

DNA Lounge was a significant, unwilling participant in what was commonly referred to as the 
“War on Fun.” At a time when businesses were struggling in the 1990s and 2000s, the California 
Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control stepped up harassment of bars, clubs, dance halls 
and live entertainment venues of all types. DNA Lounge was among the clubs targeted. The 
business survived some notable conflicts with state and local regulatory agencies due to the 
DNA Lounge’s management team's devotion to the arts and their willingness to stand up for 
what truly makes San Francisco great rather than backing down to bureaucratic bullying. 



When Jamie Zawinski bought DNA Lounge in 1999, the San Francisco Police Department was in 
full control of nightclub permitting and were extremely hostile to nightlife. They attempted to 
use the change of ownership to deny operating permits to the new owner, despite the fact that 
the business was not materially changing in any way. This resulted in an extremely long and 
expensive legal battle. One result was the City demanded extensive soundproofing, which 
basically meant replacing the whole front wall of the building, among other things. That 
massive project resulted in the club being closed for 16 months, from March 2000 through July 
2001. 

After many years of successful operation as a 21-and-over nightclub and concert venue, DNA 
Lounge added a kitchen and converted its liquor license to all ages, the better to serve the local 
live music community. The San Francisco Police Department and California Department of 
Alcoholic Beverage Control tried to deny that change, with no legal basis. When their denial 
was overturned on appeal, they immediately sought to permanently revoke DNA Lounge's 
liquor license in an apparent act of revenge, calling the club a "Disorderly House Injurious to the 
Public Welfare and Morals." The claim? Lewd behavior by customers, surreptitiously witnessed 
by undercover officers at a gay dance party. The long and expensive legal battle resulting from 
that eventually resulted in a 30 day suspension in January 2001. 

Much of the local press referred to the several years surrounding this dark period of San 
Francisco's history as the "War on Fun." These clubs weren’t accused of serving alcohol to 
minors. Nor were they accused of attracting crime or violence. They were just attempting to 
present entertainment to all-ages audiences. Some examples of citations included the 
following: 

• Bottom of the Hill was cited for not serving enough Mexican food. 
• Café du Nord was cited for serving food at 8 p.m. instead of 5 p.m.   
• Glas Kat was cited for not being open for lunch. 
• Great American Music Hall was cited for not serving enough food. 
• Red Devil Lounge was cited for noise, with ABC disregarding local noise ordinances. 
• Slim's was cited for not serving enough food. 

The battle for DNA Lounge was arguably one of the major contributors to the creation of the 
San Francisco Entertainment Commission, which stripped the San Francisco Police Department 
of their strangle-hold on nightlife permitting. 

c. Has the business ever been referenced in an historical context? Such as in a business trade 
publication, media, or historical documents? 

Yes, lots. We have documented many awards and press mentions at 
https://www.dnalounge.com/backstage/press/, with the information included in this 
application. Among other things, DNA Lounge has been recognized as “Best Dance Club” in 
various local publications every year for the last decade. 

https://www.dnalounge.com/backstage/press/


d. Is the business associated with a significant or historical person? 

We have hosted concerts by a vast number of significant and sometimes historical musical acts, 
including but not limited to: 

• Prince 
• Afrika Bambaataa 
• Alien Sex Fiend 
• Incredibly Strange Wrestling 
• Chris Isaak 
• Cypress Hill (the "Insane in the Brain" music video was shot here in 1993) 
• Digable Planets 
• Digital Underground 
• Fishbone 
• Front 242 
• Goldie 
• GWAR 
• Henry Rollins 
• Lydia Lunch 
• Invisibl Skratch Piklz 
• Jello Biafra 
• Mark Farina 
• Nina Hagen 
• Pigface 
• The Prodigy 
• VNV Nation 
• Amanda Palmer 
• Pertubator 

Prince performed at DNA Lounge several times over the decades. SF Weekly reported on 
Prince’s show in April 20131: 

“Prince is, of course, a consummate showman. But the best part of last night's 
performance at DNA Lounge was the show on his own face. Watching him appreciate 
his exquisitely talented bandmates, make orgasmic expressions at his own fire-throwing 
guitar work, or giggle while punching the silly percussion effects on his keyboard, it was 
clear that a Prince show like this isn't about him trying to make the crowd happy. It's 
about him making himself happy. Your joy, as an audience member, comes from 
watching Prince use everything at hand to give Prince pleasure. [...] 

                                                           
1 SF Weekly; Prince Delights Himself (And a Small Crowd) at DNA Lounge, 4/23/13; By Ian S. Port; April 24, 2013; 
https://archives.sfweekly.com/shookdown/2013/04/24/prince-delights-himself-and-a-small-crowd-at-dna-lounge-
42313 

https://archives.sfweekly.com/shookdown/2013/04/24/prince-delights-himself-and-a-small-crowd-at-dna-lounge-42313
https://archives.sfweekly.com/shookdown/2013/04/24/prince-delights-himself-and-a-small-crowd-at-dna-lounge-42313


“No performance from The Artist would be complete without a demonstration of his 
funk credentials, and we got plenty of nasty grooves in the two-hour set. Prince 
bounced around instruments, from guitar, to vocals-only, to keyboard, even at times 
demanding the five-string bass from Ida Nielsen to show his own considerable skill at 
slapping. ‘Funk is in my DNA,’ he insisted at one point, and we were in no position to 
argue. [...]” 

Twenty years earlier in 1993, Paste Magazine reported on Prince’s show at DNA Lounge2: 

“Prince and his band would occasionally play unannounced aftershow parties at local 
nightclubs, often into the wee hours of the night. These aftershows were the hippest 
place to be and provided Prince and the New Power Generation musicians had the 
ability to intimately connect with a small audience of hardcore fans. These 
performances also allowed Prince to experiment with his music, performing new, 
unreleased and cover material as suited his spontaneous whims. These performances 
often took on an even wilder abandon than the official concert dates and those lucky 
enough to attend experienced something not soon forgotten. 

“The Act 1 Tour hit San Francisco on April 10, 1993 and San Jose the following night. One 
of the most memorable aftershows occurred after the San Jose date, when Prince and 
the New Power Generation returned to San Francisco and partied into the wee hours at 
San Francisco's DNA Lounge. Taking the stage at 3:30am, they proceed to tear it up for 
another two sets before a highly enthusiastic small club audience. Taped by the Bill 
Graham Presents crew, who provided sound reinforcement for this late night 
appearance, this remarkable recording faithfully captures Prince and the New Power 
Generation in high spirits, laughing and joking their way through two sets jam packed 
with the undeniably danceable, sex-fueled style of music that made Prince such a 
phenomenon. [...]” 

e. How does the business demonstrate its commitment to the community? 

We pride ourselves on being one of the safest and most diverse spaces in the city. DNA Lounge 
is host to countless vibrant communities and thousands of regulars. We've had many years of 
the most diverse, weird, interesting calendar of any venue. A typical month here include bands 
and DJs, comedy, lecture series, circuses, robotic exhibitions, dance performances and hair 
shows. We strive to provide a home for a whole lot of truly amazing art. 

DNA Lounge has always been a political project: an attempt to move the needle of culture in 
this city. To provide a forum for a wide variety of art that makes this city a better place. DNA 
Lounge is putatively a business, but it is also activism. 

                                                           
2 Paste; Listen to Two Prince Sets at the DNA Lounge from 1993; By Alan Bershaw; April 22, 2016; 
https://www.pastemagazine.com/articles/2016/04/listen-to-two-prince-sets-at-the-dna-lounge-from-1.html 

https://www.pastemagazine.com/articles/2016/04/listen-to-two-prince-sets-at-the-dna-lounge-from-1.html


A political, cultural and artistic project like this does not come cheap. While we consider DNA 
Lounge to be monumentally successful in all the ways that truly matter, monetarily, the club 
has always operated at a significant loss. 

We frequently host events for charities, community organizations, and political causes such as 
the AIDS Emergency Fund, Red Cross, Breast Cancer Emergency Fund, California Music and 
Culture Association and the St. James Infirmary. We have also provided community meeting 
space for a number of local organizations like the SoMa Leader Council, SoMa Bend 
Neighborhood Association, SFPD Southern Station, Eleventh Street merchants and various 
community outreach meetings to address potential developments in the neighborhood. 

f. Provide a description of the community the business serves. 

We take pride on being one of the safest and most diverse spaces in the city. 

DNA Lounge is host to countless vibrant communities and thousands of regulars. We've had 
many years of the most diverse, weird, interesting calendar of any venue. A typical month here 
doesn't include just bands and DJs, but comedy, lecture series, circuses, robotic exhibitions, 
dance performances and hair shows. We always strive to provide a home for a whole lot of 
truly amazing art. 

Our wide variety of events also means a wide variety of age ranges. At some of our all-ages 
dance parties, two thirds of our guests will be under 21, while at our burlesque shows, most of 
the customers will be in their 40s or 50s. At rock concerts, the guests tend to be 18 to 30 years 
old. 

Our customers come from within San Francisco and all over the Bay Area. For some events, we 
have to take into account the fact that BART stops operating at midnight. 

g. Is the business associated with a culturally significant 
building/structure/site/object/interior? 

DNA Lounge consists of two adjacent buildings.  

The main building is a large peaked-roof warehouse constructed in 1920. The main room is 
roughly 3,000 square feet and consists of a large dance floor and stage. Circling the room is an 
open second-story balcony that provides a view of the stage and main floor from above. Two 
distinctive stairways flank the stage, leading up to a second 1,200 square foot room with its 
own dance floor and sound system. 

The attached building next door, constructed some time before 1950, houses our restaurant, 
DNA Pizza, on the ground floor. The restaurant can be accessed both from the street and from 
inside the club. Patrons are welcome to bring their food into the dance club, or head out to the 
restaurant for a slightly quieter place for conversations. Since our restaurant operates 24 hours 



a day, it's also a great place for our guests to have some food while sobering up at the end of 
the night. 

Above the restaurant are two more rooms: "Above DNA" is a 1,200 square foot room with its 
own stage and dance floor. Behind it, down a short hallway, is the "Dazzle Room," a 600-
square-foot dance space named for its dazzle camouflage-themed paint scheme. 

Since Above DNA has its own entrance to the street, we often have two unrelated events 
happening in Above DNA and in the Main Room, but we also have the capability to combine the 
whole compound into one massive four-room event, as we do every Saturday at Bootie. 

h. How would the community be diminished if the business were to be sold, relocated, shut 
down, etc.? 

Because we take chances on such a wide variety of events, losing DNA Lounge would mean that 
those events would have a difficult time finding new homes. Some of them would probably end 
up in underground, unlicensed and unsafe spaces. Some might not happen at all. 

Many different subcultures have made their home here over the years, and would find it tragic 
to have to scatter to multiple less-welcoming places. 

Due to the concentration of entertainment businesses on Eleventh Street, all of the businesses 
benefit from each others' presence. For example, DNA Lounge's restaurant always gets more 
business when Slim's has a show, and Butter gets a lot of business from folks who begin their 
evening there before heading across the street to DNA Lounge. If DNA Lounge were not here, it 
would significantly reduce the number of people patronizing our part of SOMA. The fact that 
our block is bright and loud and active is part of what makes it safe. 

CRITERION 3 

a. Describe the business and the essential features that define its character. 

DNA Lounge is an all-ages nightclub, concert venue, and 24 hour restaurant and cafe. We have 
four different performance spaces, including two stages.  

The thing that most defines the character of DNA Lounge is the diversity of entertainment we 
host here. Whereas most venues specialize on either live concerts or dance parties, we have 
always regularly done a mixture of both, as well as other kinds of stage performances, lecture 
series, circuses, robotic exhibitions, dance performances, hair shows. We always strive to 
provide a home for a whole lot of truly amazing art. 

We've had many years of the most diverse, weird, interesting calendar of any venue anywhere. 



b. How does the business demonstrate a commitment to maintaining the historical traditions 
that define the business, and which of these traditions should not be changed in order to 
retain the businesses historical character? (e.g., business model, goods and services, craft, 
culinary, or art forms) 

Though Zawinski and Synoground have been running DNA Lounge for "only" 18 of the club's 32 
year history, we are always gratified when Brian Raffi -- one of the people who first opened the 
club in 1985 -- stops by to DJ here because he always tells us how happy he is that we have 
continued to deliver on the mission that he and his partners began so many years before: to 
provide an inclusive home for a wide variety of art and music, and to always try out new things. 

c. How has the business demonstrated a commitment to maintaining the special physical 
features that define the business? Describe any special exterior and interior physical 
characteristics of the space occupied by the business (e.g. signage, murals, architectural 
details, neon signs, etc.). 

Throughout the various remodels, DNA Lounge has always retained its basic character as a 
cavernous, industrial dance club, its aesthetic defined by its origins as a literal factory and 
warehouse. 

d. When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the business for less 
than 30years; the applicant will need to provide documentation that demonstrates the 
current owner has maintained the physical features or traditions that define the business, 
including craft, culinary, or art forms. Please use the list of supplemental documents and/or 
materials as a guide to help demonstrate the existence of the business prior to current 
ownership. 

The owners of DNA have maintained, and are committed to maintaining the space as a bar and 
entertainment venue. And more recently, also as a 24 hour restaurant and cafe. 

















DNA LOUNGE 
AWARDS AND PRESS 

 
Awards 
• 2017 Best of SF, Weekly: "Best Dance Club", DNA Lounge 
• 2017 Best of SF, Weekly: "Best Live Music Venue", DNA Lounge 
• 2016 Best of SF, Weekly: "Best New Club", Codeword 
• 2016 Best of the Bay, Guardian, "Best Overall Nightlife Venue", DNA Lounge 
• 2016 Best of the Bay, Guardian, "Best Overall Dance Party", Bootie 
• 2016 Best of the Bay, Guardian, "Best Burlesque", Hubba Hubba Revue 
• 2015 Best of SF, Weekly: "Best Club for Those Who Love Costumes", DNA Lounge 
• 2015 Nighty Awards, "Best Large Dance Club", DNA Lounge 
• 2014 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Party Venue", DNA Lounge 
• 2014 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Dance Party", Bootie 
• 2014 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Drag Show", Trannyshack 
• 2014 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Burlesque Show", Hubba Hubba Revue 
• 2014 Best of SF, Weekly: "Best Futuristic Nightclub", DNA Lounge 
• 2014 Best of the Gays, Bay Area Reporter: "Best Party", Trannyshack 
• 2013 Best of SF, Weekly: "Best Event Producers", Bootie 
• 2013 Best of SF, Weekly: "Best Place to Dance if You Take a Wi-Fi Enabled Bus to Work", DNA 

Lounge 
• 2013 Best of SF, Weekly: "Best Bartender", Chupa 
• 2013 Best of SF, Weekly: "Best MC", Kingfish 
• 2012 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Party Venue", DNA Lounge 
• 2012 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Bar Staff", DNA Lounge 
• 2012 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Dance Party", Bootie 
• 2012 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Drag Show", Trannyshack 
• 2012 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Burlesque Show", Hubba Hubba Revue 
• 2012 Best of SF, 7x7 Magazine: "Best Drag Show", Trannyshack 
• 2012 Best of SF, Weekly: "Best Event Producers" & "Best Band", Bootie 
• 2012 Best of SF, Weekly: "Best Bartender", Chupa 
• 2012 Best of the Bay, San Francisco Magazine: "Best Place to Dance", DNA Lounge 
• 2011 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Party Venue", DNA Lounge 
• 2011 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Bar Staff", DNA Lounge 
• 2011 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Dance Party", Bootie 
• 2011 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Drag Show", Trannyshack 
• 2011 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Burlesque Show", Hubba Hubba Revue 
• 2011 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Queer Party", Bearracuda 
• 2011 Best of SF, Weekly: "Best Dance Club", DNA Lounge 
• 2011 Best of SF, Weekly: "Best Club Night", Bootie 
• 2011 Best of SF, Weekly: "Best Bartender", Chupa 
• 2011 Best of the Bay, San Francisco Magazine: "Best Dancing Action", DNA Lounge 
• 2010 SF Board of Supervisors Proclamation: "DNA Lounge Day" 
• 2010 Certificate of Honor from Mayor Gavin Newsom 
• 2010 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Dance Club", DNA Lounge 
• 2010 Best of SF, Weekly: "Best Club Night", Bootie 
• 2010 Best of SF, 7x7 Magazine: "Best Burlesque", Hubba Hubba Revue 
• 2010 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Club for Queer Men", Bearracuda 

http://www.sfweekly.com/best-of-san-francisco/best-of-sf-2017/readers-poll-winners-bars-clubs-2/
http://www.sfweekly.com/best-of-san-francisco/best-of-sf-2017/readers-poll-winners-bars-clubs-2/
http://www.sfweekly.com/best-of-san-francisco/readers-poll-winners-51/
http://48hills.org/2016/10/20/best-bay-2016-arts-entertainment/
http://48hills.org/2016/10/20/best-bay-2016-arts-entertainment/
http://48hills.org/2016/10/20/best-bay-2016-arts-entertainment/
http://www.sfweekly.com/sanfrancisco/best-club-for-those-who-love-costumes/BestOf?oid=3593460
http://www.niteyawards.com/
http://www.sfbg.com/bestofthebay2014
http://www.sfbg.com/bestofthebay2014
http://www.sfbg.com/bestofthebay2014
http://www.sfbg.com/bestofthebay2014
http://www.sfweekly.com/bestof/2014/award/best-futuristic-nightclub-3710105/
http://www.ebar.com/botg/article.php?sec=botg&article=25
http://www.sfweekly.com/bestof/2013/award/readers-poll-winners-3478531/
http://www.sfweekly.com/bestof/2013/award/readers-poll-winners-3478531/
http://www.sfweekly.com/bestof/2013/award/readers-poll-winners-3478307/
http://www.sfweekly.com/bestof/2013/award/readers-poll-winners-3478295/
http://www.sfbg.com/specials/best-bay-2012-readers-poll-arts-and-entertainment
http://www.sfbg.com/specials/best-bay-2012-readers-poll-food-and-drink
http://www.sfbg.com/specials/best-bay-2012-readers-poll-arts-and-entertainment
http://www.sfbg.com/specials/best-bay-2012-readers-poll-arts-and-entertainment
http://www.sfbg.com/specials/best-bay-2012-readers-poll-arts-and-entertainment
http://www.7x7.com/music-nightlife/best-san-francisco-nightlife
http://www.sfweekly.com/bestof/2012/award/readers-poll-winners-3071351/
http://www.sfweekly.com/bestof/2012/award/readers-poll-winners-3071349/
http://www.modernluxury.com/san-francisco
http://www.sfbg.com/specials/best-bay-2011-readers-poll-arts-and-entertainment
http://www.sfbg.com/specials/best-bay-2011-readers-poll-food-and-drink
http://www.sfbg.com/specials/best-bay-2011-readers-poll-arts-and-entertainment
http://www.sfbg.com/specials/best-bay-2011-readers-poll-arts-and-entertainment
http://www.sfbg.com/specials/best-bay-2011-readers-poll-arts-and-entertainment
http://www.sfbg.com/specials/best-bay-2011-readers-poll-arts-and-entertainment
http://www.sfweekly.com/bestof/2011/award/readers-poll-winners-2489585/
http://www.sfweekly.com/bestof/2011/award/readers-poll-winners-2489585/
http://www.sfweekly.com/bestof/2011/award/readers-poll-winners-2489588/
http://www.modernluxury.com/san-francisco/story/best-of-the-bay-area-2011-readers-poll?page=2
https://www.dnalounge.com/backstage/log/2010/11/22.html
https://www.dnalounge.com/backstage/log/2010/11/22.html
http://www.sfbg.com/specials/best-bay-2010-readers-poll-arts-and-nightlife
http://www.sfweekly.com/bestof/2010/award/readers-poll-winners-1980315/
http://www.7x7.com/content/e/best-san-francisco-2010-nightlife
http://www.sfbg.com/specials/best-bay-2010-readers-poll-arts-and-nightlife


• 2010 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Drag Show", Trannyshack 
• 2010 URB Magazine: "Best Party", Blow Up 
• 2010 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Burlesque Act", Twilight Vixen Revue 
• 2010 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Fighters for our Right to Party", California Music and Culture 

Association 
• 2010 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Whore for Satan", Whore for Satan 
• 2009 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Dance Club", DNA Lounge 
• 2009 Best of SF, Weekly: "Best Club Night", Bootie 
• 2009 Best of SF, Weekly: "Best DJs", Bootie 
• 2009 Best of SF, Weekly: "Best Burlesque", Hubba Hubba Revue 
• 2009 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Club for Queer Men", Bearracuda 
• 2008 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Dance Club", DNA Lounge 
• 2008 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Party Producers", Bootie 
• 2008 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Variety Show", Hubba Hubba Revue 
• 2008 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Club for Queer Men", Bearracuda 
• 2008 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Circus Troupe", Vau de Vire Society 
• 2008 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Body Slams", Fog City Wrestling 
• 2008 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best DJ", Smoove 
• 2008 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Creep-Show Chanteuse", Jill Tracy 
• 2008 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Dance Company", Hot Pink Feathers 
• 2008 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Drag Act", Katya Ludmilla Smirnoff-Skyy 
• 2008 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Indie Band", Ex-Boyfriends 
• 2007 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Club Night", Bootie 
• 2006 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Club Night", Bootie 
• 2003 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Place to See an Electronic Duo Score My Dinner with Andre," 

C0DE 
 
Press 

25 May 2017 The Bay Bridged: Amanda Palmer and Edward Ka-Spel Review  

11 Apr 2017 The Bay Bridged: Crime and Punishment rewards burlesque audience at DNA  

30 Mar 2017 SF Weekly: Hey, DJ: The Local Indie DJs of Hotline  

20 Mar 2017 Do The Bay: Hotline: The Ultimate Indie Dance Party Connection  

14 Mar 2017 SF Sonic: John 5 and The Creatures Slay the DNA  

13 Mar 2017 The Bay Bridged: Rachel Lark debuts concert film experience at DNA Lounge  

06 Mar 2017 Spinning Platters: Book of Love review  

01 Mar 2017 San Francisco Classical Voice: Mercury Soul Is Caught in the Act  

28 Feb 2017 The Bold Italic: Is San Francisco Losing Its DNA?  

25 Feb 2017 Rock Subculture: Book of Love Review  

15 Feb 2017 48 Hills: Book of Love: Pretty Boy and Pretty Girls  

14 Feb 2017 Shameless Promotions: Alesana Celebrate 10 Years  

08 Feb 2017 SF Station: The Mortified Series & Annual ~Doomed Valentine~s Show~  

http://www.sfbg.com/specials/best-bay-2010-readers-poll-arts-and-nightlife
http://www.urb.com/2010/12/28/best-of-2010-urb-readers-poll-results/9/
http://www.sfbg.com/specials/best-bay-2010-readers-poll-arts-and-nightlife
http://www.sfbg.com/specials/best-bay-2010-editors-picks-arts-and-nightlife
http://www.sfbg.com/specials/best-bay-2010-readers-poll-arts-and-nightlife
http://www.sfbg.com/printable_entry.php?entry_id=8921
http://www.sfweekly.com/bestof/2009/award/readers-poll-winners-1526481/
http://www.sfweekly.com/bestof/2009/award/readers-poll-winners-1526481/
http://www.sfweekly.com/bestof/2009/award/best-burlesque-revue-1525044/
http://web.archive.org/web/20101216035111/http:/www.bestofthebay.com/specials/2010/01/04/best-bay-2009-readers-poll-winners
http://web.archive.org/web/20080805103047/http:/www.sfbg.com/bob/2008/ent.php
http://web.archive.org/web/20080805103047/http:/www.sfbg.com/bob/2008/ent.php
http://web.archive.org/web/20080805103047/http:/www.sfbg.com/bob/2008/ent.php
http://web.archive.org/web/20080805103047/http:/www.sfbg.com/bob/2008/ent.php
http://web.archive.org/web/20080805103047/http:/www.sfbg.com/bob/2008/ent.php
http://web.archive.org/web/20080805103047/http:/www.sfbg.com/bob/2008/ent.php
http://web.archive.org/web/20080805103047/http:/www.sfbg.com/bob/2008/ent.php
http://web.archive.org/web/20080805103047/http:/www.sfbg.com/bob/2008/ent.php
http://web.archive.org/web/20080805103047/http:/www.sfbg.com/bob/2008/ent.php
http://web.archive.org/web/20080805103047/http:/www.sfbg.com/bob/2008/ent.php
http://web.archive.org/web/20080805103047/http:/www.sfbg.com/bob/2008/ent.php
http://web.archive.org/web/20070513000922/http:/www.sfbg.com/bob/2007/readers.php/
http://web.archive.org/web/20060813141304/http:/www.sfbg.com/2006bob/readers.php
http://www.bestofthebay.com/2003/e_ent.html
http://thebaybridged.com/2017/05/25/review-photos-amanda-palmer-edward-ka-spel-dna-lounge/
http://thebaybridged.com/2017/04/11/review-photos-crime-punishment-rewards-burlesque-audience-dna/?platform=hootsuite#prettyPhoto
http://www.sfweekly.com/music/allshookdown/hey-dj/hey-dj-the-local-indie-djs-of-hotline/
http://dothebay.com/p/hotline-indie-dance-party
https://sfsonic.com/concerts/john-5-and-the-creatures-slay-the-dna/
http://thebaybridged.com/2017/03/07/photos-rachel-lark-debuts-concert-film-experience-dna-lounge/
http://spinningplatters.com/2017/03/06/show-review-book-of-love-fever-high-at-dna-lounge-2192017/
http://www.sfcv.org/article/mercury-soul-is-caught-in-the-act
https://thebolditalic.com/is-san-francisco-losing-its-dna-dac849a9abb7
http://rocksubculture.com/2017/02/25/book-of-love-at-dna-lounge-san-francisco-california-2192017-concert-review-photos/
http://48hills.org/2017/02/15/book-of-love-dna-lounge/
http://www.shamelesspromo.net/the-artists/2017/2/13/show-recap-alesana-celebrate-10-years-of-on-frail-wings-of-vanity-and-wax-at-sfs-dna-lounge
https://www.sfstation.com/2017/02/08/the-mortified-series-at-the-dna-lounge-annual-doomed-valentines-show-2-10/


10 Jan 2017 AXS: Perturbator and Gost take SF on a futuristic spin through the 80s  

06 Dec 2016 The Bay Bridged: Ruby Review  

04 Nov 2016 SF Sonic: Soilwork and Unearth Review  

11 Oct 2016 The Bay Bridged: Shonen Knife slay at DNA Lounge  

27 Jun 2016 The Owl: The Casket Girls review  

24 Jun 2016 SF Station: Moby Releases Memoir, Holds Unique Q&A and Book Signing at DNA 
Lounge  

19 May 2016 Music Junkie Press: Last Internationale review  

21 Mar 2016 Dying Scene: Druglords of the Avenues review  

10 Mar 2016 BAR: Boy Division at Codeword  

29 Jan 2016 Dying Scene: Agent Orange, Atom Age, Civil War Rust  

06 Dec 2015 Examiner: The Black Dahlia Murder brings the Death Metal to San Francisco  

12 Nov 2015 SomewhereSF: Punk in San Francisco: Alive and Well and Get Dead  

11 Nov 2015 Dying Scene: Swingin~ Utters review  

09 Nov 2015 SFist: Codeword, A New 24-Hour Pizza Shop And Club, Opens Tomorrow In SoMa  

06 Nov 2015 Hoodline: Codeword, DNA Lounge's New Nightclub And Pizza Spot, Targeting Nov. 10 
Opening  

28 Oct 2015 SF Weekly: 12 Years and Counting: Bootie's A Plus D on Mash-Ups, Mishaps, and San 
Francisco's Best Party  

07 Oct 2015 The Daily Californian: Alina Baraz, Galimatias enchant fans at DNA lounge  

27 Jul 2015 48 hills: Lydia Lunch Interview  

30 May 2015 jWeekly: Israeli self-defense finds fans in San Francisco (Krav Maga Seminar)  

15 May 2015 Blabbermouth.net: Philm Review  

07 May 2015 SFist: DNA Lounge Owner Snags Longtime Small Club Space At Fifth And Folsom  

06 May 2015 Eater SF: DNA Lounge Opening A New Club and Adjoining Pizza Spot in SoMa  

30 Apr 2015 Dying Scene: Lenny Lashley & Uke-Hunt Review  

23 Feb 2015 EDM Sauce: UK Hardcore Pioneer Darren Styles Headlines San Francisco  

15 Feb 2015 National Rock Review: John 5 and The Creatures  

14 Feb 2015 National Rock Review: Mayhem / Watain  

04 Oct 2014 The Washington Post: Mortified: Reading old diary entries in front of an audience is 
only part of the challenge  

14 Sep 2014 The Owl Mag: The Last Internationale  

8 Sep 2014 Music Junkie Press: toyGuitar bring their high energy set to the DNA Lounge  

8 Sep 2014 Music Junkie Press: Travis Hayes and the Young Daze light up the DNA Lounge  

http://www.axs.com/perturbator-and-gost-take-san-francisco-on-a-futuristic-spin-through-t-112799
http://thebaybridged.com/2016/12/06/review-photos-ruby-brings-contradiction-comfortable-chaos-dna-lounge/
https://sfsonic.com/concerts/soilwork-dominate-dna-lounge/
http://thebaybridged.com/2016/10/11/photos-shonen-knife-slays-at-the-dna-lounge/
http://www.theowlmag.com/photos-pictures/picture-this-the-casket-girls-dna-lounge-san-francisco-62416/
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http://sf.eater.com/2015/5/6/8560841/dna-pizza-codeword-soma-qi-ultra-lounge
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8 Sep 2014 Music Junkie Press: Dead Frets  

18 Sep 2014 Reason.com: Finally, Robot Bartenders Who Pour Stiff Drinks!  

30 Jul 2014 SF Chronicle: Point Break Live!: Interactive play is back at DNA Lounge  

20 Mar 2014 Umlaut: Truckfighters / Crowbot Review  

13 Mar 2014 Rockward Silence: Odd Salon, Pentagram and Radio Moscow  

03 Mar 2014 Bay Guardian: The Limousines lead a nonstop dance party at DNA Lounge  

4 Nov 2013 SF Weekly: Vaya con Dios: Point Break Live Reviewed  

12 Oct 2013 Addicted2concerts: Annabella Lwin Review  

10 Oct 2013 Rock Subculture: Book of Love Review  

9 Oct 2013 Examiner: Psyclon Nine Review  

6 Oct 2013 Umlaut: Saxon / Fozzy Review  

17 Sep 2013 Moving Units Get Intimate at DNA Lounge  

28 Aug 2013 SFist: Best Dance Clubs In San Francisco  

26 Aug 2013 SF Weekly: Frequency 8 Takes the Kandi Kids Back to 1999  

18 Aug 2013 Amoeblog: Over Ten Years Bootie SF Has Grown From Small Monthly Party Into The 
"Mecca Of The Mashup World"  

21 May 2013 The Bay Bridged: Dillinger Escape Plan review  

25 Apr 2013 SF Chronicle: Prince makes a racket at DNA Lounge  

25 Apr 2013 Rock Subculture: Prince Review, Day 1, Late Show  

25 Apr 2013 Rock Subculture: Prince Review, Day 2, Early Show  

24 Apr 2013 San Jose Mercury News: Prince royally rocks San Francisco  

26 Apr 2013 East Bay Express: The Sheer, Epic Princeliness of Prince  

26 Apr 2013 City Sound Inertia: Prince at DNA Lounge  

24 Apr 2013 SF Weekly: Prince Delights Himself (And a Small Crowd) at DNA Lounge  

25 Mar 2013 Tattoos & Guyliner: Crashdiet interview  

25 Mar 2013 Metal Assault: Mutilation Rites Gives Feral Show  

19 Mar 2013 Music You Need: Figure, ill.Gates, Candyland, and Sound Remedy  

18 Mar 2013 Golden Gate XPress Magazine: Dance the Night Away (Bootie)  

18 Mar 2013 Your EDM: Event Recap: Figure, Candyland @ DNA Lounge  

14 Mar 2013 Daily Californian: XXYYXX is the Prince of Lo-Fi  

04 Mar 2013 The Bay Bridged: XXYYXX, Teebs, Nanosaur, & DJ Dials Review  

19 Feb 2013 SF Weekly: Bootie Takes Pop Culture and Rearranges It Completely  

01 Feb 2013 Be The Rave Interview: Crizzly. The Crunkstep King.  

http://musicjunkiepress.wordpress.com/2014/09/08/dead-frets-makes-a-stop-in-san-francsico-at-the-dna-lounge/
http://reason.com/reasontv/2014/09/18/what-we-saw-cocktail-robotics-yes-its-ro
http://www.sfchronicle.com/performance/article/Point-Break-Live-Interactive-play-is-back-at-5657539.php
http://haggisbuffet.blogspot.com/2014/03/desert-cruiser.html
http://www.rockwardsilence.com/pentagrammatically-correct-featuring-odd-salon-pentagram-and-radio-moscow/
http://www.sfbg.com/noise/2014/03/03/live-shots-limousines-lead-nonstop-dance-party-dna-lounge
http://blogs.sfweekly.com/exhibitionist/2013/11/point_break_live_review.php
http://addicted2concerts.wordpress.com/2013/10/12/annabella-lwin-of-bow-wow-wow/
http://rocksubculture.com/2013/10/10/book-of-love-mmxiii-tour-at-dna-lounge-san-francisco-california-1092013-concert-review/
http://www.examiner.com/review/psyclon-nine-dawn-of-ashes-at-dna-lounge-october-3rd-2013
http://haggisbuffet.blogspot.com/2013/10/heavy-metal-thunder.html
http://showbams.com/2013/09/17/moving-units-get-intimate-at-dna-lounge/
http://sfist.com/2013/08/28/best_dance_clubs_in_san_francisco.php
http://blogs.sfweekly.com/shookdown/2013/08/lost_in_the_night_frequency_8.php
http://www.amoeba.com/blog/2013/08/jamoeblog/over-ten-years-bootie-sf-has-grown-from-small-monthly-party-into-the-mecca-of-the-mashup-world-.html
http://www.amoeba.com/blog/2013/08/jamoeblog/over-ten-years-bootie-sf-has-grown-from-small-monthly-party-into-the-mecca-of-the-mashup-world-.html
http://www.thebaybridged.com/2013/05/21/review-photos-the-dillinger-escape-plan-faceless-dna-lounge-51913/
http://www.sfchronicle.com/music/article/Prince-makes-a-racket-at-SF-s-DNA-Lounge-4460460.php?t=dd1365918f
http://rocksubculture.com/2013/04/24/prince-with-3rdeyegirl-live-out-loud-tour-at-dna-lounge-san-francisco-california-late-show-4232013-concert-review/
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http://musicyouneed.net/2013/03/19/event-review-figure-ill-gates-candyland-and-sound-remedy-dna-lounge/
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http://www.thebaybridged.com/2013/03/04/review-photos-xxyyxx-teebs-nanosaur-dj-dials-dna-lounge-22813-noise-pop-2013/
http://blogs.sfweekly.com/shookdown/2013/02/lost_in_the_night_bootie_takes.php
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20 Dec 2012 SF Examiner: DNA boasts creative cocktails to fit the clientele  

18 Dec 2012 Bay Guardian: Pitting before dinner: Trash Talk, MellowHype, Sabertooth Zombie, and 
Antwon  

13 Dec 2012 The Owl: Kim Boekbinder + Artemis Review  

16 Nov 2012 Bay Guardian: Ladies and gentleman, hip-hop 2012: Kitty Pryde, Main Attrakionz, 
Hottub  

19 Sep 2012 SF Examiner: Fifty shades of ~Bootie SF~  

05 Sep 2012 Coming of age with New Wave City (20th Anniversary)  

14 Aug 2012 SFBG: Oh no they didn't! Hilarious horror stories at Mortified  

13 Aug 2012 SFBG: New Y3K Party Beats Y2K, But There Are Still a Few Bugs  

9 Aug 2012 Digital Diversion: Me First and the Gimme Gimmes review  

08 May 2012 East Bay Express: Peelander-Z Touches Down in SF  

27 Mar 2012 Out Magazine: Ssion Live In San Francisco  

23 Mar 2012 KALW / NPR: Death Guild, an alternative club for everyone  

12 Mar 2012 SF Weekly: Lost in the Night: Felix Da Housecat Schools the Club Kids at Blow Up  

08 Mar 2012 Bay Area Reporter: Nightlife major business for SF  

07 Mar 2012 SF Weekly: What Do You Call Folks Who Share Their Embarrassing History on Stage? 
Mortified  

06 Mar 2012 Huffington Post: SF Nightlife Generated $4.2 Billion In 2010  

5 Mar 2012 SF Examiner: San Francisco nightlife livening up city coffers  

05 Mar 2012 NBC: San Francisco Nightlife is Colored Green (Nightlife Economic Impact Study)  

04 Mar 2012 Sacramento Bee: 'Mortified' making Bay Area laugh - and cringe  

28 Feb 2012 SFBG: Nightlife: Fun plus jobs (Nightlife Economic Impact Study)  

27 Feb 2012 SF Weekly: Carly Ozard Looks Back on S.F. Cabaret  

13 Jan 2012 Bay Area Reporter: SOMA entertainment zoning along 11th Street  

05 Jan 2012 Game Rant: Post-Umloud Interview With John Seggerson  

19 Dec 2011 ABC News: Umloud: Helping kids while rocking out  

13 Dec 2011 God is a Geek: Umloud 2011: Rockband Night for Charity  

14 Dec 2011 The A.V. Club: Electronic artist Alan Braxe accused of joining France's proud tradition of 
symbolically pissing on things  

13 Dec 2011 Pitchfork: Alan Braxe Kicked Out of His Own DJ Set For Peeing Onstage (via FACT 
Magazine)  

09 Dec 2011 Gamespot: Umloud 2011 Live Stream  

07 Dec 2011 SF Weekly: Mortified Returns to S.F. Stage, Premieres Interview Show This Week on 
Sundance Channel  

http://www.sfexaminer.com/entertainment/food-and-wine/2012/12/dna-boasts-creative-cocktails-fit-clientele
http://www.sfbg.com/noise/2012/12/18/pitting-dinner-trash-talk-mellowhype-sabertooth-zombie-and-antwon-dna-lounge
http://www.sfbg.com/noise/2012/12/18/pitting-dinner-trash-talk-mellowhype-sabertooth-zombie-and-antwon-dna-lounge
http://www.theowlmag.com/photos-pictures/kim-boekbinder-artemis-dna-lounge-sf-121312/
http://www.sfbg.com/noise/2012/11/12/ladies-and-gentleman-hip-hop-2012-kitty-pryde-main-attrakionz-hottub
http://www.sfbg.com/noise/2012/11/12/ladies-and-gentleman-hip-hop-2012-kitty-pryde-main-attrakionz-hottub
http://www.sfexaminer.com/entertainment/2012/09/fifty-shades-bootie-sf
http://www.sfgate.com/default/article/Coming-of-age-with-New-Wave-City-KALX-3842797.php#photo-3406932
http://www.sfbg.com/pixel_vision/2012/08/14/oh-no-they-didnt-hilarious-horror-stories-mortified
http://blogs.sfweekly.com/shookdown/2012/08/lost_in_the_night_y3k_bests_y2.php
http://www.digitaldiversion.net/2012/08/me-first-and-the-gimme-gimmes-august-9-2012/
http://www.eastbayexpress.com/ebx/peelander-z-touches-down-in-sf/Content?oid=3198404
http://www.out.com/entertainment/popnography/2012/03/27/ssion-live-san-francisco
http://www.kalw.org/post/death-guild-alternative-club-everyone
http://blogs.sfweekly.com/shookdown/2012/03/lost_in_the_night_felix_da_hou.php
http://www.ebar.com/news/article.php?sec=news&article=67493
http://blogs.sfweekly.com/exhibitionist/2012/03/masochism_spoken_here_mortifie.php
http://blogs.sfweekly.com/exhibitionist/2012/03/masochism_spoken_here_mortifie.php
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/03/06/san-francisco-nightlife_n_1325009.html
http://www.sfexaminer.com/local/2012/03/san-francisco-nightlife-livening-city-coffers#ixzz1olmz7Scg
http://www.nbcbayarea.com/news/local/San-Francisco-Nightlife-is-Colored-Green-141513033.html
http://www.sacbee.com/2012/03/04/4304749/discoveries-mortified-making-bay.html
http://www.sfbg.com/2012/02/28/nightlife-fun-plus-jobs
http://blogs.sfweekly.com/exhibitionist/2012/02/carly_ozard_cabaret_paws.php
http://ebar.com/blogs/?p=3598
http://gamerant.com/umloud-2011-interview-john-seggerson-trung-123335/
http://www.news10.net/entertainment/gameguys/article/168717/99/%C3%9Cmloud-Helping-kids-while-rocking-out
http://www.godisageek.com/2011/12/umloud-2011-rockband-night-charity/
http://www.avclub.com/articles/electronic-artist-alan-braxe-accused-of-joining-fr,66552/
http://www.avclub.com/articles/electronic-artist-alan-braxe-accused-of-joining-fr,66552/
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http://www.factmag.com/2011/12/13/alan-braxe-kicked-out-of-san-fran-club-for-urinating-mid-set/
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16 Nov 2011 Daily Californian: The Hundred Days interview at Pop Roxx  

10 Nov 2011 Bay Citizen: Cyclist Fashion, Way Beyond Spandex  

10 Nov 2011 COMA: Imperative Reaction review (by an 11-year-old!)  

25 Aug 2011 Amoeblog: Now Entering Ninth Year of Their Successful Mashup Party, Bootie SF's 
Tireless Duo of A+D Show No Signs Of Slowing Down  

10 Aug 2011 SF Chronicle: Drag King Contest a winner at the DNA Lounge  

8 Aug 2011 New World Notes: Mixed Reality Clubbing in SL's Club Republik and SF's DNA  

15 Jun 2011 Miami Horror review  

15 Jun 2011 Heklina and LeMay Dish on Drag, Sex, and 20 Years of Oral History  

02 Jun 2011 Bay Guardian: Roccopura is back and wild as ever  

27 Apr 2011 Bay Area Reporter: The War on Fun: The ABCs of Hassled Nightclubs  

17 Apr 2011 SF Chronicle: Mayor Ed Lee enters nightclub rules fight  

16 Apr 2011 Mission Loc@l: Gunfire Brings Neighbors Together (Cirolo)  

13 Apr 2011 Bay Guardian: Mayor derails hearing on nightclub crackdown  

25 Mar 2011 Fog City Journal: Save The Rave: Electronic Dance Music Community Speaks Out  

24 Mar 2011 SF Weekly: Slim's Noise Complaints: An Open Letter to Jeanmarie Guenot, the Club's 
Angry Neighbor  

24 Mar 2011 SF Bay Guardian: Hundreds pack City Hall to save the raves  

23 Mar 2011 SF Examiner: Noise dispute stops flow of booze at Slim's  

22 Mar 2011 SF Weekly: Slim's Liquor License Temporarily Suspended Due to Neighbor Complaints  

21 Mar 2011 Amoeblog: Slim's SF Shut Down Temporarily By ABC Due To Complaining Neighbor  

21 Mar 2011 SF Bay Times: Iconic Angie Bowie Discusses LGBT Generation Gap  

16 Mar 2011 SF Appeal: SFPD Chief Candidates Could Include Anti-Nightlife Commander Or Recently 
Demoted Captain  

9 Mar 2011 SF Bay Guardian: Death Guild Eighteenth Anniversary  

04 Mar 2011 Eater SF: DNA Pizza  

26 Feb 2011 BARE blog: Red Bull Thre3Style  

25 Feb 2011 SF Weekly: RedBull DJ Contest  

13 Feb 2011 SFIst: 'Set Your Goals' Set To Turn DNA Lounge Into a Stage Diving Contest  

11 Feb 2011 SF Weekly: The Finnish Metal Tour Brings a Hideous Therapy Session to DNA Lounge  

26 Jan 2011 SF Weekly: Looking for drag that turns spectacle into art in S.F.  

22 Jan 2011 Examiner: Rotissary Ethnicity Jackson-Houston Ross named Miss Trannyshack Star 
Search 2011  

23 Dec 2010 Bootie NYE: Last Night A DJ Saved My Life (Bootie at Mezzanine)  
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http://blogs.sfweekly.com/shookdown/2011/02/the_redbull_dj_contest_takes_o.php
http://sfist.com/2011/02/12/tomorrow_night_set_your_goals_set_t.php
http://blogs.sfweekly.com/shookdown/2011/02/finnish_metal_tour.php
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09 Dec 2010 Travel Channel: Top 10 Burlesque Shows  

08 Dec 2010 Wired: Come to Ümloud!, Win Prizes for Child~s Play  

07 Dec 2010 SF Bay Guardian: Going to a club -- or boarding an airplane?  

07 Dec 2010 That Devil Music: Epica, Scar Symmetry, The Agonist, Blackguard Review  

29 Nov 2010 SF Weekly: Supervisor Chris Daly Tended Bar at DNA Lounge's 25th Anniversary Party  

19 Nov 2010 NBC: F-Bomb Supervisor Gets to Live His Dream for a Day  

19 Nov 2010 Eater SF: SF To See Chris Daly Behind The Bar Afterall  

04 Nov 2010 Offbeat Bride: Sparkly and Bones's epic burlesque nightclub wedding  

05 Oct 2010 The Bay Bridged: Eric McFadden Trio and the Vau de Vire Society  

03 Oct 2010 Nintendo World Report: Reactions From The Guitar Hero/James Bond Press Event  

08 Sep 2010 Dave Mustaine talks Guitar Hero Warriors of Rock (video)  

11 Aug 2010 Wall Street Journal: San Francisco Divided over Alcohol Tax  

22 Jul 2010 New York Times: Patrolling Near Clubs Carries High Cost  

25 Jun 2010 KTVU: Doom Metal Legends Return To SF (Saint Vitus)  

15 Jul 2010 San Ramon Patch: Teen Band Devils Angels Rock Local Music Scene  

30 Jun 2010 Safety meet tries to take death out of nightlife  

16 Jun 2010 The Metal Register: Pestilence / Warbringer / Vital Remains / Enfold Darkness / 
Sacrificial Slaughter review  

09 Jun 2010 Guardian: Parties without borders (Bootie, Trannyshack, Bearracuda, Blow Up)  

01 Jun 2010 SF Weekly: Tuesday's Pick: Chemlab @ DNA Lounge  

18 May 2010 Hard Rock Chick: Hypocrisy  

07 May 2010 Guardian: SF nightclubs fight back with new organization  

07 May 2010 SF Weekly: New Nightclub Association Vows to Self-Police Its Members  

07 May 2010 SFist: California Music and Culture Association, a New Nightclub Coalition, Launches  

07 May 2010 SF Appeal: New Nightclub Coalition Launches, Cites Golden Gate Restaurant Asc. As 
Model  

05 May 2010 Guardian: The voice of fun (CMAC)  

16 Apr 2010 Chronicle: Panel's risky move: after-hours club near gangs  

15 Apr 2010 SF Weekly: City Attorney Puts the Screws to Club Suede (Complaint PDF)  

15 Apr 2010 SFAppeal: City Atty Goes After "defiant club operators"  

15 Apr 2010 KCBS: Lawsuit Filed Against Suede Nightclub  

15 Apr 2010 SF Citizen: Dennis Herrera Throws Down: Say Good-Bye to Suede Nightclub  

14 Apr 2010 SF Appeal: More Details Emerge On Sunday's SoMa Shooting  
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12 Apr 2010 KCBS: SF Nightclubs Under Scrutiny After Shooting  

11 Apr 2010 Examiner: Debate stirred on infused drinks  

09 Apr 2010 Guardian: SFPD's Capt. McDonough defends rogue cops  

08 Apr 2010 Bay Area Reporter: Nightlife concerns top the agenda in D6 supe race  

06 Apr 2010 SF Weekly: We Still Have Entertainment Commission to Kick Around -- For Now  

06 Apr 2010 NBC: End Looms for Notorious San Francisco Nightclub (Suede)  

06 Apr 2010 ABC7: San Francisco Supervisor David Chiu proposes easier way to shut down troubled 
nightclubs  

06 Apr 2010 Chronicle: David Chiu seeks to beef up controls over clubs  

03 Apr 2010 Chronicle: S.F.'s Entertainment Commission toothless (Suede)  

02 Apr 2010 SF Examiner: Time to admit failure, disarm commission (Suede)  

01 Apr 2010 New York Times: San Francisco Entertainment Commission Fate Uncertain After It 
Suspends Club~s License  

01 Apr 2010 SFist: Eliminate Entertainment Commission, Says Newsom  

01 Apr 2010 Chronicle: Pull plug on nightlife panel, S.F. mayor says  

01 Apr 2010 Guardian: Newsom wants more authority for party-crashing cops  

01 Apr 2010 SFAppeal: New SF Venue Caters To The SFPD, ABC Fearing Concertgoer: RNA Lounge  

04 Apr 2010 Examiner: Controversial nightclub suspended (Suede)  

31 Mar 2010 Hard Rock Chick: Otep / Bury Your Dead review  

04 Apr 2010 ABC7: Entertainment Commission suspends Suede nightclub's license near Fisherman's 
Wharf  

04 Apr 2010 New York Times: The Future of a Club and a Commission Are at Issue (Suede)  

31 Mar 2010 SFGate: Nightlife advocate quits panel (Terrance)  

30 Mar 2010 SF Weekly: Nightclub Sues City, Asks for $9 Million in Damages  

28 Feb 2010 Chronicle: Suede as test case for Entertainment Commission  

26 Mar 2010 Hard Rock Chick: Pentagram / Ludicra / Slough Feg / Orchid review  

25 Mar 2010 Umlaut: Pentagram / Ludicra / Slough Feg / Orchid review  

26 Mar 2010 Guardian: Lawsuit could expose SFPD-ABC collaboration  

25 Mar 2010 SF Bay Guardian: Can Newsom save SF parties?  

24 Mar 2010 SF Bay Guardian: The new War on Fun: Party people, watch out: undercover cop Larry 
Betrand has declared war on San Francisco nightlife  

24 Mar 2010 SF Bay Guardian: End the nightlife crackdown: Harassing parties and clubs shouldn't be 
a priority for a cash-strapped city's police department  

22 Mar 2010 SF Weekly: Cleaning Up Entertainment Commission Is Harder Than You'd Think  
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http://www.sfbg.com/politics/2010/04/01/newsom-wants-more-authority-party-crashing-cops
http://sfappeal.com/culture/2010/04/sfpd-enforces-new-genetic-code.php
http://www.sfexaminer.com/local/Controversial-nightclub-suspended-89665197.html
http://www.hardrockchick.com/2010/03/31/grrl-p0w3r-otep-bury-your-dead-dna-lounge-33010/
http://abclocal.go.com/kgo/story?section=news/local/san_francisco&id=7360436
http://abclocal.go.com/kgo/story?section=news/local/san_francisco&id=7360436
http://bayarea.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/03/31/the-future-of-a-club-and-a-commission-at-issue-tonight/
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2010/03/30/BAOV1CNJLA.DTL
http://blogs.sfweekly.com/thesnitch/2010/03/post_17.php
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http://haggisbuffet.blogspot.com/2010/03/theres-no-place-like-home.html
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04 Apr 2010 Chronicle: Entertainment Commission's party over (Suede)  

14 Mar 2010 SF Chronicle: Editorial on Regulators Run Amok: Time for Infusion of Common Sense  

9 Mar 2010 Examiner: Existing loitering law having little impact  

08 Mar 2010 The Bay Bridged: Five Ways to Think About the Crackdown on SF Venues  

03 Mar 2010 SF Chronicle: Undercover booze bust at Nob Hill club  

02 Mar 2010 The Big Money: The Booze-Infusion Confusion: What's behind California's sudden 
crackdown on flavored liquor?  

29 Mar 2010 Grub Street: More Details Emerge About the ABC's Infused Booze Bust  

26 Feb 2010 SF Chronicle: State warns Bay Area bars not to infuse drinks  

25 Feb 2010 SF Chronicle: Are my favorite bartenders going to be sent to jail?  

25 Feb 2010 CBS5: report on ABC's crackdown on infusions  

21 Feb 2010 KGO-TV: Bar bots square off in competition  

19 Feb 2010 Wired: Robot Bartenders Sling Cocktails for Carbon-Based Drinkers  

19 Feb 2010 Asylum: BarBot 2010 -- Where Robots Revolt by Getting Humans Drunk  

19 Feb 2010 CNET: Drinking with droids at BarBot 2010  

13 Feb 2010 New York Times: Clubbers Angry at Police, Neighbors at Clubs  

12 Feb 2010 SF Weekly: Hey DJ! Friday Q&A w/ Adrian & Mysterious D of Bootie  

5 Feb 2010 Geek Entertainment TV: A Night of 8-bit Chiptunes (Crashfaster interview)  

30 Jan 2010 Umlaut: I Bleed Black (Saint Vitus / Saviours / Laudanum)  

29 Jan 2010 SF Appeal: Law Enforcement Agency Accused Of Unfair Crackdowns On SF Venues 
Gets...Awarded?  

23 Jan 2010 SF Chronicle: Winter Music Fest lineup showcases local talent  

21 Jan 2010 SF Appeal: What's Shaking Down SF Venues? Call The Mayor Day, That's What  

21 Jan 2010 East Bay Express: What's Shaking Down SF Music Venues?  

16 Dec 2009 SF Bay Guardian: Decade in Music: 10 years on the Bay Area dance floor -- and still 
looking fantastic!  

23 Dec 2009 The iS Collection: Holiday Burlesque: The No Santa Baby Rule and The Art of the Tease  

8 Dec 2009 Hard Rock Chick: The Faceless, Dying Fetus, Beneath the Massacre review  

8 Dec 2009 Hard Rock Chick: Eyehategod, Stormcrow, Brainoil review  

11 Dec 2009 Pollstar: SF's War on Fun  

8 Dec 2009 Gamepro: Umloud charity event rocks San Francisco  

8 Dec 2009 Hard Rock Chick: Marduk, Nachtmystium, Mantic Ritual, Black Anvil, Merrimack review  

26 Nov 2009 SF Bay Guardian: Police seize DJs' laptops: New police chief apparently condones policy 
that critics call illegal and punitive  
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http://www.hardrockchick.com/2009/12/12/metal-sludge-eyehategod-stormcrow-brainoil-dna-lounge-121109/
http://www.pollstar.com/blogs/news/archive/2009/12/11/701382.aspx
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25 Nov 2009 Hard Rock Chick: Far Beyond Driven: Vader, Decrepit Birth, Warbringer, The Amenta, 
Augury review  

21 Nov 2009 Hard Rock Chick: Totally Folking Metal : Ensiferum, Blackguard, Lazarus A.D. review  

20 Nov 2009 Joystiq: Child's Play & Harmonix rock San Fran for charity Dec. 9  

20 Nov 2009 Crispy Gamer: Umloud! A Rock Band Night for Child's Play  

18 Nov 2009 SF Bay Guardian: War on Funwatch: DNA Lounge to close for January  

17 Nov 2009 SF Chronicle: Date Lines: Club closings  

12 Nov 2009 Bay Area Reporter: Gay-friendly club ends legal battle with ABC  

11 Nov 2009 NBC: DNA Lounge Signs an Expensive Truce With the ABC  

11 Nov 2009 SF Weekly: DNA Lounge Agrees to Suspension, Probation Over 'Lewdness' Charge  

4 Nov 2009 SF Chronicle: Kiss my druid, death metal viking! (Heathenfest)  

6 Nov 2009 SF Weekly: Venetian Snares  

1 Nov 2009 CalTV Music: Halloween Backstage Pass (Youtube)  

1 Nov 2009 Destructoid: Chiptune micro tour bringing the lovin' to the West Coast  

27 Oct 2009 New York Times Blogs: Night Life in San Francisco Under the Microscope  

28 Oct 2009 Mission Local: Committee Votes to Empower Entertainment Commission  

28 Oct 2009 SF Gate: Supes urge giving panel more clout over nightclubs  

28 Oct 2009 SF Bay Guardian: Culture war at City Hall  

26 Oct 2009 InfoWorld: Rock out for charity in San Francisco on December 9  

26 Oct 2009 Examiner: Possessed plays S.F for the first first time in twenty-five years  

26 Oct 2009 Beyond Chron: Supes to Consider Entertainment Commission Changes  

26 Oct 2009 SFist: Reminder: Fight the "Anti-Fun" People at City Hall Today at 1PM.  

23 Oct 2009 Wired: Umloud: a Rock Band Night for Child's Play  

16 Oct 2009 SF Gate: Sad, Angry Bullies vs. the San Francisco Music Scene  

2 Oct 2009 Examiner: San Francisco's not afraid of Metal  

2 Oct 2009 Hard Rock Chick: Metal Morsels: Kylesa, Saviours, Bison b.c., Kowloon Walled City  

1 Oct 2009 Hard Rock Chick: Industrial Strength: Psyclon Nine, Imperative Reaction, Dismantled, 
We Got This Far  

1 Oct 2009 SF Bay Guardian: Judge sides with SF club in ABC crackdown (GAMH)  

1 Sep 2009 SF Weekly: New Video Illustrates All-Ages Clubs Struggles  

14 Aug 2009 Examiner: Bootie parties at DNA Lounge bring non-stop energy to SOMA  

12 Aug 2009 SF Bay Guardian: The Ring (Fog City Wrestling cover story)  

5 Aug 2009 SF Bay Guardian: Bootie Six-Year Anniversary Weekender: Sometimes the whole is 
greater than the sum of its parts  
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5 Aug 2009 Examiner: Gadget fans turn out for gadget site launch party  

14 Jul 2009 Fog City Journal: Electallujah! Reverend Billy Takes on Bloomberg, Corporate 
Hegemony and Consumerism  

14 Jul 2009 SF Bay Guardian: Rev. Billy sings "It's Up to Us"  

13 Jul 2009 KQED: SF Music Venues Against ABC  

8 Jul 2009 SF Weekly: For Entertainment Purposes Only (hit piece on Terrance Alan and the 
Entertainment Commission)  

7 Jul 2009 SF Bay Guardian: SF clubs resist ABC crackdown (Ross Glen letter)  

7 Jul 2009 SF Weekly: New Site Aims to Stop the ABC's 'War on Fun'  

2 Jul 2009 Examiner: Fight for your right to party  

17 June 2009 NBC: SF Music Venues Under Siege -- Youtube.  

17 June 2009 Matador Nights: DNA Lounge Has it All  

5 June 2009 SF Bay Guardian: Busting bars: State agency imposes its strange morality and 
bewildering bureaucracy on SF clubs  

5 June 2009 SF Bay Guardian: Mayhem: Pure fucking armageddon?  

3 June 2009 7x7: Best Smackdown: Lucha Libre Wrestling at DNA Lounge  

2 June 2009 SF Bay Guardian: Mayhem: The most fucked-up band on the planet?  

26 May 2009 SF Weekly: Outdated rules threaten the life of local all-ages clubs  

6 May 2009 SFist: Loitering Outside Nightclubs Banned  

30 Apr 2009 Bay Area Reporter: SF police crackdown on Dore fair sex  

29 Apr 2009 Guardian UK: In which a live piano performance that had to be seen to be believed 
restores my faith in reality  

27 Apr 2009 SF Gate: City Insider: Nightclub legislation runs into some bumps  

24 Apr 2009 SFist: Update on ABC's Threat to Shut Down SF All-Ages Clubs  

24 Apr 2009 Pirate Cat Radio: ABC Threatens to Shut Down Bottom of the Hill  

24 Apr 2009 SF Gate: City Insider: ABC doesn't slow down on prosecutions of music clubs  

23 Apr 2009 SF Examiner: Police hope to keep peace around city's club venues  

20 Apr 2009 SF Weekly: Update on ABC vs. All Ages Clubs: Support Groups, Scathing Letter  

20 Apr 2009 7x7: SF All-Ages Venues in Trouble -- Youtube.  

20 Apr 2009 7x7: ABC Using Unicorn Rules to Threaten Local Venues  

20 Apr 2009 SF Weekly: Over the Weekend: Hubba Hubba Revue "Viva la Revolucion"  

16 Apr 2009 SF Weekly: Morrissey Calls in Sick at the Paramount, Gets Busted at DNA Lounge  

16 Apr 2009 SF Chronicle: Alcohol board to work with all-ages clubs  

14 Apr 2009 Stranger Dance: Legal Battle over All-Ages Concerts in SF  
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14 Apr 2009 SF Weekly: ABC Vendetta Against All-Ages Venues?  

14 Apr 2009 NBC: Green Day Pleases Old and New With Surprise Shows  

13 Apr 2009 SF Examiner: Squeezing the fun out festivals  

13 Apr 2009 SF Bay Guardian: Can Fun police itself? (Bring Your Own Big Wheel)  

11 Apr 2009 Examiner: ABC Power Trip: SF Clubs Face Financial Ruin  

11 Apr 2009 SF Chronicle: State goes after legendary all-ages music clubs  

10 Apr 2009 Hard Rock Chick: Green Day Goes All the Way at DNA Lounge  

10 Apr 2009 New York Times Blogs: Inside Green Day's Secret Show in San Francisco  

10 Apr 2009 Mercury News: Green Day at DNA Lounge  

10 Apr 2009 NME: Green Day for intimate New York club show  

3 Apr 2009 Bay Area Reporter: Political Notebook: Leno threatens audit of ABC  

2 Apr 2009 Bay Area Reporter: City panel looks at late night issues  

2 Apr 2009 Examiner: Gooferman: Funky music puts the sexy back in clowns  

10 Mar 2009 Examiner: DNA Lounge suffocated by legal debacles  

1 Mar 2009 Metafilter: Keepin' gay club nights safe for the Moral Majority  

27 Feb 2009 Eater SF: DNA Rumor Mongering  

26 Feb 2009 SF Chronicle: The ABC's New Anti-Gay Crusade?  

26 Feb 2009 Bay Area Reporter: Gay party venue fights to remain open  

23 Feb 2009 Laughing Squid: Help Save San Francisco's DNA Lounge  

23 Feb 2009 SF Examiner: DNA Lounge license could be stripped  

23 Feb 2009 Eater SF: DNA Losing ABC Fight  

19 Feb 2009 DNA Runs Afoul of ABC  

18 Feb 2009 SFist: DNA Lounge Being Singled Out by California ABC?  

30 Jan 2008 SF Bay Guardian: Slim's slimed: A lone spoiler may bring down the venerable concert 
spot  

Aug 2006 Club Systems: Bootie  

13 Oct 2004 CNET: Where are Netscape's pioneers today?  

30 Mar 2002 MSNBC: San Francisco special: 24-hour Layover  

10 Mar 2002 SF Chronicle: The Beat Goes On: SF's dance scene survived the blows  

19 Jul 2001 SF Bay Guardian: Cult of Jamie  

18 Jul 2001 SF Weekly: Revenge is Sweet: DNA Reopens  

16 Jul 2001 Wired: From Netscape to Nightclub  

13 Jul 2001 CNET: Microsoft-free clubbing  
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12 Jul 2001 SF Chronicle: DNA Lounge set to reopen tomorrow; New owner brings top technology  

7 Nov 2000 Stating the Obvious: Hacking the City  

10 Feb 2000 Salon: Free the night life  

15 Sep 1988 New York Times: From Off-Beat Rough Toward Chic and Fine  
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San Francisco Nightclub Beats the War 
on Fun 
ABC drops its complaint against the Great American Music Hall 
By Sajid Farooq 
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The Great American Music Hall is the first to beat the ABC's wrap in the ongoing War on Fun.  
 
The War on Fun's attack on the Great American Music Hall has come to an end. 
 
The Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control was seeking disciplinary action against the San 
Francisco music hall because it was "operating more like a nightclub than a restaurant." 
The complaint was part of a wider ABC campaign against clubs in the City, such as the DNA 
Lounge, Cafe du Nord and the Bottom of the Hill, for violating terms of their license like the 
Great American Music Hall. 
 
The crackdown has been dubbed by some the "War on Fun" and it has been considered by one 
former ABC official to be "out of proportion." 
 
But Monday the ABC dismissed its complaint against the Great American Music Hall after an 
administrative law judge recommended the charges be dropped because "the regulation relied 
upon by the ABC was ambiguous." 
 
ABC officials said the decision does not affect any other pending cases and it plans to have the 
regulation clarified by the State Office of Administrative Law. 
 
Published at 12:42 PM PDT on Sep 29, 2009 | Updated at 1:00 PM PDT on Sep 29, 2009 
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San Francisco's War on Fun 
Brian Doherty 
Mar. 24, 2010 7:47 pm 

This San Francisco Bay Guardian feature on the city's seeming "war on fun" is an interesting 
object lesson in how the concerns, obsessions, and plain obnoxious orneriness of just a couple of 
cops can shape a whole city's approach to policing. 

The heart of the matter: 

Two undercover enforcers have been at the center of just about every recent case of nightclubs or 
private parties being raided without warrants and aggressively shut down, their patrons roughed 
up (see "Fun under siege," 4/21/09) and their money, booze, and equipment punitively seized "as 
evidence" (see "Police seize DJs laptops," 11/24/09) even though few of these raids result in 
charges being filed in court. 

Officer Larry Bertrand of the San Francisco Police Department's Southern Station and Michelle 
Ott, an agent with the California Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control, are plainclothes 
partners who spend their weekends undercover, crashing parties, harassing disfavored 
nightclubs, brutalizing party-goers, and trying to send the unmistakable message that they're in 
charge of San Francisco nightlife. Neither responded to our interview requests. 

Isolated incidents of intolerant cops and NIMBY citizens who repeatedly complain about certain 
clubs or festivals has been a problem for years (see "Death of fun," 5/24/06 and "Death of fun, 
the sequel," 4/24/07).... 

But the personal War of Fun by Bertrand and Ott seems to have galvanized and united the 
nightlife and festival community like never before, leading to the creation of a new California 
Music and Culture Association and prompting threats of a federal lawsuit alleging the ABC-
SFPD collaboration is a racketeering scheme designed to harass, disrupt, and extort people 
engaged in otherwise lawful activity. 
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The myriad horror stories associated with Bertrand and Ott have also finally begun to draw 
attention from the Mayor's Office, which has quietly pushed the SFPD to rein in Bertrand and 
change its policies on raiding parties and seizing property. 

Brian Doherty is a senior editor at Reason magazine and author of Ron Paul’s Revolution: The 
Man and the Movement He Inspired (Broadside Books). 
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REGINA DICK-ENDRIZZI ,  DIRECTOR 
 

 
 
 

1  DR.  CARLTON B.  GOODLETT PLACE,  ROOM 110,  SAN FRANCISCO,  CALIFORNIA 94102-4681  
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Application No.:  LBR-2016-17-033 
Business Name:   Ermico Enterprises, Inc. 
Business Address:   120 Mississippi Street 
District:   District 10 
Applicant:    Gwynned Vitello 
Nomination Date:   October 17, 2017 
Nominated By:   Supervisor Malia Cohen 
 
CRITERION 1: Has the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no 
break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years?  X Yes   No 
 
1434 Yosemite Street from 1976 to 1978 (2 years). 
Hunter’s Point Shipyard from 1978 to 2006 (28 years). 
120 Mississippi Street from 2006 to Present (11 years). 
 
CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a 
particular neighborhood or community?  X Yes   No 
 
CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that 
define the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms?  X Yes   No 
 
NOTES: NA 
 
DELIVERY DATE TO HPC: August 21, 2017 
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Manager, Legacy Business Program 
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October 17, 2016 

 

Regina Dick-Endrizzi 

Office of Small Business  

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 110 

San Francisco, CA 94102 

 

Re: Nomination of Ermico Enterprises to the Legacy Business Registry  

 

Dear Director Dick-Endrizzi, 

 

I am writing to nominate Ermico Enterprises to the Legacy Business Registry. Founded in 1976, 

Ermico Enterprises is metal casting foundry that manufactures the metal trucks and bearings that 

are key components of skateboards.  

 

Ermico was originally housed at the Bayview Hunters Point Shipyard and in 2006, moved its 

operation to the Potrero Hill neighborhood at 17th and Mississippi Streets. The company 

currently employs over 100 employees, many of whom live in San Francisco.  

 

Ermico, along with its partner companies Thrasher and Deluxe, is a critical part of skateboarding 

culture in San Francisco and has drew many skater to our City. This business plays an essential 

role in the lasting and massive identity and subculture of skateboarding, and it is my honor to 

nominate Ermico Enterprises to become a part of San Francisco’s Legacy Business Registry.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
 

Malia Cohen 

Member, San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

 

 



Legacy Business Registry Application

V.5- 6/17/2016

Section One:
Business / Applicant Information. Provide the following information:

The name, mailing address, and other contact information of the business;

The name of the person who owns the business. For businesses with multiple owners, identify the person(s)
with the highest ownership stake in the business;

The name, title, and contact information of the applicant;

The business’s San Francisco Business Account Number and entity number with the Secretary of State, if
applicable.

NAME OF BUSINESS:

BUSINESS OWNER(S) (identify the person(s) with the highest ownership stake in the business)

CURRENT BUSINESS ADDRESS: TELEPHONE:

( )

EMAIL:

WEBSITE: FACEBOOK PAGE: YELP PAGE

APPLICANT’S NAME

Same as Business

APPLICANT’S TITLE

APPLICANT’S ADDRESS: TELEPHONE:

( )

EMAIL:

SAN FRANCISCO BUSINESS ACCOUNT NUMBER: SECRETARY OF STATE ENTITY NUMBER (if applicable):

OFFICIAL USE: Completed by OSB Staff
NAME OF NOMINATOR: DATE OF NOMINATION:
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Legacy Business Registry Application

V.5- 6/17/2016

Section Two:
Business Location(s).
List the business address of the original San Francisco location, the start date of business, and the dates of operation at
the original location. Check the box indicating whether the original location of the business in San Francisco is the
founding location of the business. If the business moved from its original location and has had additional addresses in
San Francisco, identify all other addresses and the dates of operation at each address. For businesses with more than
one location, list the additional locations in section three of the narrative.

ORIGINAL SAN FRANCISCO ADDRESS: ZIP CODE: START DATE OF BUSINESS

IS THIS LOCATION THE FOUNDING LOCATION OF THE BUSINESS? DATES OF OPERATION AT THIS LOCATON

No Yes

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:
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ERMICO ENTERPRISES 
Section 4: Written Historical Narrative 

CRITERION 1 

a. Provide a short history of the business from the date the business opened in San Francisco 
to the present day, including the ownership history. For businesses with multiple locations, 
include the history of the original location in San Francisco (including whether it was the 
business's founding and or headquartered location) and the opening dates and locations of all 
other locations. 

Ermico Enterprises was established 41 years ago in 1976 by San Franciscans Fausto Vitello and 
Eeric Swnson. Fiercely loyal to San Francisco, Ermico Enterprises is committed to being a 
positive member of the San Francisco community. Its mission is to serve skateboarding by 
creating the best products to inspire and encourage kids to get out, be active and roll! Our 
products are the standard of the industry and, year after year, remain the top performers in all 
categories. Ermico Enterprises is internationally known and respected as one of the most 
authentic and genuine skateboarding companies from its beginnings to the present. 

Ermico Enterprises traces its origins back to the spring of 1976, when craft unions with the City 
and County of San Francisco went on strike. My husband Fausto Vitello, who maintained the 
Police Department motorcycles, suddenly had time to hang out with some of his old high school 
friends who still started their mornings with surfing at Ocean Beach and breakfast at Seal Rock 
Inn. Fausto met a kid named Alden Kaiokakau who demonstrated his skill on a skateboard, and 
surmised that maneuverability could be improved. Fausto called his friend Eric Swenson who 
had worked with him on professional motorcycles, and together they developed a skateboard 
truck with independent suspension that revolutionized the industry. By end of the year, after 
learning about foundries from library books, they had set up Ermico Enterprises as a small 
machine shop on Yosemite Street where they started the number one truck in the industry, 
Independent. 

When more space was needed, they moved the foundry into a big facility in the Bayview 
Hunters Point Shipyard; then in 2006 to the current building at 17th and Mississippi, where 103 
are currently employed. Facility equipment includes a wet dust collection system, water 
treatment unit, automated axle nut assembly machines automated baseplate drilling machine, 
permanent mold tilt casting machines, melting furnaces, cryogenic deflasher, heat treatment 
pit furnaces, walking-in powder-coating ovens, and 6 station Printex pad print machines. 

When the recession hit in the early 1980s, Fausto and Eric decided their products needed a 
boost. They accomplished that with the 1981 establishment of High Speed Productions and the 
publication of Thrasher magazine, which came to be known as the Bible of Skateboarding, 
laying it out at the Shipyard and printing it in Clear Lake. Forty employees now work at the 
media company at 1303 Underwood Avenue. Namesake clothing is worn by skaters 



everywhere, as well as celebrities. Juxtapoz, the bestselling art magazine on the market, is also 
published in the building. A leased warehouse at 1351 Underwood Ave. ships Thrasher product. 

Thrasher and Ermico drew many skaters to San Francisco who considered it the mecca of 
skateboarding due to the presence of those entities. They had ideas for improvements and 
enhancements for their sport. Under Fausto and Eric's guidance, they started their own 
companies in 1987 under the umbrella of Deluxe. Also operating at the 17th Street address, it 
has 45 employees and distributes Spitfire Wheels, Venture and Thunder trucks, Anti-Hero, 
Krooked and Real boards, as well as Supercush Bushings. DLXSF retail at 1831 Market Street has 
three employees. 

b. Describe any circumstances that required the business to cease operations in San Francisco 
for more than six months? 

Ermico has never ceased operations in San Francisco. 

c. Is the business a family-owned business? If so, give the generational history of the 
business. 

Ermico Enterprises is a family-owned business owned and operated by two families in a 
corporate partnership. The founders, Fausto Vitello and Eric Swenson opened the business 
Spring 1976 and together they developed a skateboard truck with independent suspension that 
revolutionized the industry. By end of the year, after learning about foundries from library 
books, they had set up Ermico Enterprises as a small machine shop on Yosemite Street where 
they started the primary truck manufacturer in the industry, Independent. When more space 
was needed they moved the foundry into a big facility in the Bayview Hunters Point Shipyard; 
then in 2006 to the current building at 17th and Mississippi, where 103 are currently employed. 

Fausto passed in 2006, leaving his shares to me, Gwynned Vitello, later joined later by our son 
Tony Vitello, who lives in Miraloma Park. Eric died in 2011, leaving his shares to wife Linda 
McKay whose home is on Potrero Hill and sister Rebekah Engel who lives in the Portola District. 
All of us, born in San Francisco, want to maintain that legacy of homegrown, which is ingrained 
and recognized in our products. 

d. Describe the ownership history when the business ownership is not the original owner or a 
family-owned business. 

Ermico Enterprises has been a family-owned business since its inception in 1976, currently 
owned by the widow and son of founder Fausto Vitello, and widow and sister of Eric Swenson. 

  



CRITERION 2 

a. Describe the business's contribution to the history and/or identity of the neighborhood, 
community or San Francisco. 

We are rooted in San Francisco and are committed to remaining here. The company will do its 
best to absorb rising rents, wage increases and growing commute times for its many employees 
in order to remain in the city. 

b. Is the business (or has been) associated with significant events in the neighborhood, the 
city, or the business industry? 

As the premier skateboard truck and bearing manufacturer in the United States, Ermico 
Enterprises products are featured numerous action sport tradeshows including the multi-city 
national trade show, Agenda, and international trade show, Bright, in Germany. 

c. Has the business ever been referenced in an historical context? Such as in a business trade 
publication, media, or historical documents? 

Ermico has been mentioned in numerous media including: the San Francisco Chronicle, the 
Stanford Daily, and Exploratorium, and its products have been featured in numerous trade 
publications such as Thrasher Magazine (a major industry publication), Skateboarder Magazine, 
Transworld Magazine, Concrete Wave Magazine, The Skateboard Mag, and Juice Magazine. 

d. Is the business associated with a significant or historical person? 

Fausto Vitello and Eric Swenson were well-known in the skateboarding industry. When Fausto 
died in 2006, it was noted in both Time Magazine and Sports Illustrated. Both Fausto and Eric 
were pioneers who revolutionized product design in skateboarding, considered a cornerstone 
to this day. One would be hard pressed to find two more significant people in the development 
and popularization of the sport. 

e. How does the business demonstrate its commitment to the community? 

For Ermico Enterprises, supporting skateboarding does not stop at making quality products. 
Ermico (through its distributors Deluxe and NHS) globally sponsor hundreds of skateboarders, 
from the top professionals in the world to local kids who need a start in the sport. The business 
helps them achieve their goals and attain the best from their efforts. 

Skateboarding is a positive outlet for youth of all abilities and backgrounds. Skateboarding 
offers a very low barrier of entry, offering comradery and challenges. That core understanding 
resonates through much of what we do locally and internationally. Through our Give Back 
initiatives, we have been able to assist with fundraising for local skate parks, nonprofit skate 
groups and local hospitals. With product support as well as providing equipment to and 



sponsoring athletes, we help local after-school skate programs, as well as San Francisco's 
nonprofit Skate Club.  

f. Provide a description of the community the business serves. 

At its core, Ermico Enterprises serves our youth. Young people use our products. We don't take 
that lightly and feel a responsibility to use our platform and what we have built to serve that 
community. Ermico works to do things to inspire kids to go outdoors and express themselves. 
Through skateboarding, kids learn that applying oneself and failure are a part of learning. 
Skateboarding does not discriminate. Any youth of any color, gender, sexual orientation, 
economic status, physical stature, etc. can step on a skateboard and be part of an accepting 
culture. We serve that community, and our community is the future. 

San Francisco is a known destination for skateboarders. Not only is it the home of our sister-
company, Thrasher magazine, the number one media title in skateboarding, it is a destination 
for those visiting the city. Our doors are open to visitors from around the world, 8:00 until 4:30 
Monday through Friday. 

Northern California skateboarding is rooted in San Francisco. The natural terrain of the hills has 
been a beacon for skaters from around the world for generations. Three of the original and, still 
to this day, industry-leading skateboard suspension systems (known as trucks) were designed 
by Ermico Enterprises.  

g. Is the business associated with a culturally significant 
building/structure/site/object/interior? 

The warehouse in which Ermico Enterprises is located is not a culturally or historically 
significant building. 

h. How would the community be diminished if the business were to be sold, relocated, shut 
down, etc.? 

Surrounded by tech companies, the machines and machinists at Ermico Enterprises persist. As it 
gets harder and harder for businesses like ours to stay in San Francisco, we wear our address as 
a badge of honor. From the support of countless grass roots programs to sponsoring 
skateboarders around the world, a shutdown of our business would be felt at home and around 
the globe.  

San Francisco is currently in the midst of an unprecedented rise in rents for businesses 
occupying all types of space, including residential, commercial, and industrial or PDR 
(Production, Distribution, and Repair) space. For many San Franciscans, PDR businesses like 
Ermico are a main source of jobs in the industrial sector and many have been fighting to stay in 
the City due to rising rents. Ermico employs 103 people, many of whom are San Franciscans at 
its Potrero Hill foundry. If the business were to relocate outside of the City, many of these San 



Franciscans would be forced to find work elsewhere. Therefore, it is imperative that PDR 
businesses such as Ermico remain in San Francisco in order to keep a vibrant and diverse local 
economy. 

CRITERION 3 

a. Describe the business and the essential features that define its character. 

Ermico, established 41 years ago and founded by two San Francisco natives, remains 
independently owned and operated. Fiercely loyal to San Francisco, Ermico is committed to 
being a positive member of the San Francisco community. Its mission is to serve skateboarding 
by creating the best products to inspire and encourage kids to get out and be active. Our 
products are the standard of the industry, and year after year, remain the top performers in all 
categories, internationally known and respected as one of the most authentic and genuine 
skateboarding companies from its beginnings to the present. 

We are firmly committed to maintaining a presence in brick and mortar stores in the U.S. and 
abroad. A key aspect of our business philosophy is that small, local retail stores are the 
backbones of their communities, but need support to thrive. In skateboarding, these 
independent stores are the "hubs" for their local skateboard scenes. The benefits these shops 
have on their local communities are invaluable, and we have diligently worked to help and 
support these retailers, and the more we can do to support them, the more we help all those 
communities.  

We are also known for treating our employees with respect and enjoy a low turnover rate with 
most being with us over 10 years. 

b. How does the business demonstrate a commitment to maintaining the historical traditions 
that define the business, and which of these traditions should not be changed in order to 
retain the businesses historical character? (e.g., business model, goods and services, craft, 
culinary, or art forms) 

We have built a history of working hard to make a difference, and that means more than 
making quality and quantity. We value the platform we have built and believe that 
skateboarding can change lives. Skateboarding can teach kids that filling is learning, and that 
what is important is to always get back up and try again. It is a positive outlet when there are 
no many negative things kids can do with free time. 

We are committed to using this powerful platform to be a positive force in the sport; one that 
believes it can affect change for so many regardless of height, weight, sexual identity - or even 
age. This qualifies as a tradition worth keeping. Our business model is built around making 
great products while working to put back into the community. We are rooted in San Francisco, 
and that is widely recognized in action supports culture. We are committed to remaining here, 
despite rising rents and growing commute times for some employees. 



While many competitors have transitioned to selling only to large chains and big box stores, 
and while we certainly engage with them, the smaller businesses are our first priority. We strive 
to hire locally and our employees live in San Francisco and local areas. 

San Francisco is a known destination for skateboarders. Not only is it the home of our sister-
company, Thrasher magazine, the number one media title in skateboarding, it is a destination 
for those visiting the City. Our doors are open to visitors from around the world, 8:00 until 4:30 
Monday through Friday. 

c. How has the business demonstrated a commitment to maintaining the special physical 
features that define the business? Describe any special exterior and interior physical 
characteristics of the space occupied by the business (e.g. signage, murals, architectural 
details, neon signs, etc.). 

Ermico Enterprises is committed to maintaining the core physical feature and tradition that 
defines the business: skateboard truck and bearing manufacturing.  

The location at 1111 17th Street is centrally located and easy to access for both employees and 
visitors. The building may look like a basic warehouse, but inside it is designed to be an open, 
creative and youthful workspace. Samples of Ermico products, framed art and photos are hung 
throughout the space. Since we have visitors from all over the world, we have worked to make 
the interiors of 17th Street a place that inspires and energizes. 

The building is in a live/work area of Potrero Hill, and we value and respect our neighbors. The 
business is diligent about nurturing a positive atmosphere in the neighborhood. We hire a staff 
that prides itself on keeping the area and building clean and maintained.  

 



ERMICO ENTERPRISES 
Written Historical Narrative: Supplemental 

Ermico Enterprises Born of a Labor Strike 

Ermico Enterprises owes its existence to a labor strike. 

Defying an injunction, municipal craft workers in San Francisco went on strike on March 31, 
1976, in an attempt to reverse salary reductions that had been ordered by the Board of 
Supervisors. The municipal strikers – including gardeners, laborers, plumbers and electricians – 
were seeking to maintain their pay at the same hourly scales as those paid in the private sector. 
A pay parity formula was repealed 2 to 1 by the voters in November 1975. With the formula 
repealed, the Supervisors voted to cut the salaries of about 1,900 craft workers while providing 
modest raises for other City employees. This led the craft unions to call a strike. 

At that time, Fausto Vitello was a municipal worker who maintained the Police Department 
motorcycles. While on strike, Fausto met Alden Kaiokakau who demonstrated his skill on a 
skateboard and surmised that maneuverability could be improved. Fausto called his friend, Eric 
Swenson, who had worked with him on professional motorcycles, and together they developed 
a skateboard truck with independent suspension that revolutionized the industry. Ermico 
Enterprises was born. 

Labor Strike Affects Ermico Enterprises 

Eleven years later, in 1987, Ermico Enterprises was affected by another strike. This one was a 
strike by several of their own employees. 

Reportedly, some workers complained of low salaries and not enough employee benefits. At 
the time, Ermico Enterprises was a start-up business that survived on a bare bones budget. The 
owner himself, Fausto, did not take home a salary for years. The company admittedly offered 
entry-level manufacturing jobs to folks who often did not have English-language or technical 
skills. The strikers were mostly young immigrants from El Salvador.  

The workers on strike also desired better working conditions and union recognition. In an 
interview with the San Francisco Chronicle, the workers complained about the lack of hot water 
and other working conditions, and they felt that management was thwarting their attempt to 
form a union. At the time, Ermico management was surprised about the accusations that were 
reported in the media. Hot running water was always available, and there were no employee 
health or safety issues.  

The Ermico strike can trace its origins to Ignacio De La Fuente, a business manager at the time 
for Molders and Allied Workers Union Local 164. Mr. De La Fuente approached some of the 
machinists about joining the union. There had been no labor unrest or unhappiness among the 



staff, but labor organizers were allowed to present their case to the workers. While it did cause 
tension and uncertainty, it was easily resolved when the employees held an election and 
decided not to unionize. Mr. De La Fuente went on to become an Oakland City Councilmember 
from 1992 until 2012. Today, he serves as an International Vice President for the Glass, 
Molders, Pottery, Plastics, and Allied Workers International Union, AFL-CIO, where he 
negotiates for members through the collective bargaining process. He was also appointed to 
the Oakland-Alameda County Coliseum Authority board in January 2017. 

Ermico Enterprises Today 

Since 1987, there has not been an instance of labor unrest at Ermico Enterprises. The company 
is proud to offer entry level manufacturing jobs to immigrants, and management considers its 
employees to be family. Ermico Enterprises supports labor unions and is proud of its history 
with the labor movement – a critical and colorful part of the company’s legacy in San Francisco. 



Legacy Status for Ermico Enterprises 

"I feel like Thrasher, more than anything I encountered - more than Herb Caen, 
more than Dashiell Hammett, is the voice of San Francisco" - Sean Wilsey 

This is a San Francisco story. In Spring of 1976 the City and County craft workers 
went out on strike. My husband Fausto Vitello, who maintained the Police 
Department motorcycles, suddenly had time to hang out with some of his old friends 
from Lincoln High School who still started their mornings with surfing at Ocean 
Beach and breakfast at Seal Rock Inn. Faust() met a kid named Alden Kaiokakau 
who demonstrated his skill on a skateboard, and surmised that maneuverability 
could be improved. He called his friend Eric Swenson who had worked with him on 
professional motorcycles, and together they developed a skateboard truck with 
independent suspension that revolutionized the industry. By end of the year, after 
learning about foundries from library books, they had set up Ermico Enterprises as 
a small machine shop on Yosemite Street where they started the #1 truck in the 
industry, Independent. When more space was needed they moved the foundry into a 
big facility in the Bayview Hunters Point Shipyard; then in 2006 to the current 
building at 17th and Mississippi, where 103 are currently employed. But big 
equipment like a wet dust collection system, water treatment unit, automated axle 
nut assembly machines„ automated baseplate drilling machine, permanent mold tilt 
casting machines, melting furnaces, cryogenic deflasher, heat treatment pit furnaces, 
walking-in powder-coating ovens, 6 station Printex pad print machines that have 
been acquired like to stay put. 

The recession hit in the early 80's so Fausto and Eric decided their products needed 
a boost and accomplished that with the 1981 establishment of High Speed 
Productions and the publication of Thrasher magazine, which came to be known as 
the Bible of Skateboarding, laying it out at the Shipyard and printing it in Clear Lake. 
40 employees now work at the media company at 1303 Underwood Avenue. 
Namesake clothing is worn by skaters everywhere, as well as celebrities. Juxtapoz, 
the best selling art magazine on the market, is also published at the building. 

Thrasher and Ermico drew many skaters to San Francisco, who due to the presence, 
of those entities, considered it the mecca of skateboarding. They had ideas for 
improvements and enhancements for their sport, and under Fausto and Eric's 
guidance, started their own companies in1987 under the umbrella of Deluxe. Also 
operating at the 17th St. address, it has 45 employees and distributes Spitfire 
Wheels, Venture and Thunder trucks, Anti-Hero, Krooked and Real boards, as well 
as Supercush Bushings. DLXSF retail at 1831 Market has three employees. 

Fausto passed in 2006, leaving his shares to me, later joined later by our son Tony, 
who lives in Miraloma Park. Eric died in 2011, leaving his shares to wife Linda whose 
home is on Potrero Hill and sister Rebekah who lives in the Portola. All of us, born in 
San Francisco, want to maintain that legacy of homegrown, which is ingrained and 
recognized in our products. Legacy status for Ermico, the mother company, and 



Deluxe, would ensure a proud tradition of items sold and beloved world-wide, 
conceived and made in Sari Francisco. 



 

 



 





 

























Videos 
 
How are Skateboard Trucks Made: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m0KtjIqBOKI 
 
Exploratorium Video: 
Skateboard Design: Making Skateboard Trucks: 
www.exploratorium.edu/skateboarding/skatedesigntruck.html 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m0KtjIqBOKI
http://www.exploratorium.edu/skateboarding/skatedesigntruck.html
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ARCHIVES | 1976

By LES LEDBETTER APRIL1,1976

SANFRANCISCO,March 31 — Defying an injunction,municipal craft workers here

went on strike today in an attempt to reverse salary reductions that had been

ordered Monday by the city's Board of Supervisors.

Tens of thousands of commuters,residents and tourists had to use private cars

and taxi cabs or walk because all city buses,trolleycars and cable cars were out of

service.

Only the newBay Area Rapid Transit subway system remined in operation,but

this provides only limited service during limited hours and is not widely used.

Schools,hospitals,police and fire services were not struck,however,and

supervisory personnel were maintaining sewage and water‐treatment plants and

other public services.

The immediate effect of the strike seemed to be a sharp decline in school

attendance by students who use public transportation;a demand for more cabs by

the elderly,and a sharp increase in traffic jams on city streets and the freeways.
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“So far it hasn't been too bad.”said Rosemary Logan,a school‐playground

supervisor who had to walk “a couple of miles”to work and back.

In the afternoon,Mayor George Moscone warned of the possibility of a general

strike by all vnion workers in the city if the pay issue was not resolved soon,and he

said he had been assured of state aid to maintain vital city services if such a strike

occurred.

At an 8 P.M. news briefing. however,Mayor Moscone said he was encouraged

that the city might avoid a general strike because of reports that the majority of the

16,500 city workers had voted to continue observing picket lines but not join the

strike and that some of the striking unions were in negotiations with a representatve

of the supervisors.

“Things look better tonight at 8 than they did at 2 or 4 this afternoon,”said the

Mayor,who is living in City Hall until the crisis ends. However,he said city

departments would remain alert for any problems and asked parents to make an

extra effort to get their children to schools tomorrowbecause state aid is based on

average daily attendance and “the need to showstability in this city.”

But the possibility of a general strike still remained “a very grave possibility”

according ot John F. Crowley,secretary‐treasurer of the San Francisco Labor

Council.

The ability of the striking municipal workers to affect city life outside of

government activities was demonstratcd early this evening when the San Francisco

Symphony Orchestra canceled tonight's performance because union musicians

would not cross a picket line in front of the hall where the orchestra regularly per‐

forms. forms.

Mr. Crowley said all the unions in the city had agreed to honor the municipal

union's picket lines “in a united effort to overcome the anti‐union efforts by the

Board of Supervisors.”

Calling the board “intransigent,”Mr. Crowley said that the decision on how

much to expand the strike tomorrowwas being considered but that “as of today,the

only way for us to go will be to expand the pressure.”

The municipal strikers,including gardeners,laborers,plumbers and

electricians,are seeking to maintain their pay at the same hourly scales as those paid

in private industry. A pay parity formula was repealed,2 to 1 by the voters last fall in
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the bitter aftermath of a strike by policemen and firemen that also sawnegotiating

powers taken away from the Mayor and entrusted to the Supervisors.

Repeal supporters successfully argued that the pay formula was creating

unreasonably high salaries,such as $19,000 a year for street‐sweepers,because

private‐industry scales were established for workers who did not have full

employment all year. .

With the formula repealed,the Supervisors voted Monday to cut the salaries of

about 1,900 craft workers while providing modest raises for otheri city employees.

This led to the craft unions calling today's strike.

The effect of the strike was not immediate since,in preparation for the strike,

the city had mailed out welfare checks on Tuesday,two days early,and many city

workers said they had crossed picket lines today to get their paychecks but would not

cross the lines tomorrow.

The TimesMachine archive viewer is a subscriber-only feature. This article is also

available separately as a high-resolution PDF for $3.95.

We are continually improving the quality of our text archives. Please send feedback,

error reports,and suggestions to archive_feedback@nytimes.com.

A versionofthis archives appears inprint onApril1,1976,onPage 44ofthe New Yorkeditionwith the
headline:SanFrancisco Transit Crippled byStrike.

© 2017The New YorkTimes Company
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Support the Archives

The Stanford Daily, Volume 169, Issue 47, 28 April 1976 — Root of SF strike [ARTICLE]
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2014 – ICON Fausto Vitello 
— 2014 Inductees 

Born in Buenos Aires, Argentina, on August 7, 1946, Fausto Vitello’s influence on 
skateboarding could be deemed critical if only for his entrepreneurial role in co-
founding Thrasher Magazine, Independent Trucks, and Deluxe Distribution.  

 

http://www.skateboardinghalloffame.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/610faustofisheye1981.jpg


 

 

http://www.skateboardinghalloffame.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/Fausto-Vitello-by-Bryce-Kanights-194x300.jpg
http://www.skateboardinghalloffame.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/Fausto-Vitello-Thrasher-Magazine-219x300.jpg


Born in Buenos Aires, Argentina, on August 7, 1946, Fausto Vitello’s influence on skateboarding 

could be deemed critical if only for his entrepreneurial role in co-founding Thrasher Magazine, 

Independent Trucks, and Deluxe Distribution. Having fled Argentina and the oppression of the 

Revolución Libertadora political regime with his family at age nine, Vitello was raised on Frederick 

Street in Haight-Ashbury and allegedly learned English from listening to San Francisco Giants 

baseball broadcasts on the radio. After developing an interest in skateboarding hardware during the 

late ’70s, and following their first tests with the Stoker Truck—Eric Swenson and Vitello (who 

founded their company Ermico Enterprises) ultimately joined forces with Jay Shuirman and Richard 

Novak at NHS to test and manufacture the Independent Stage 1 truck in ’78. Hugely successful and 

redefining the scope of truck performance, the Independent team of Ermico and NHS then went on 

to found Thrasher in ’81 after Skateboarder Magazine switched to Action Now. Far from finished, 

Fausto continued to expand his business empire by eventu- ally building High Speed Productions to 

house Thrasher, then later Slap and Juxtapoz magazines; Deluxe Distribution, which manufactured 

brands including Thunder Trucks, Spitfire Wheels, Real, Antihero and Krooked skateboards; and 

also Street Corner Distribution, which was home to Think Skateboards, Hubba Wheels, Venture 

Trucks, and Lucky Bearings. Vitello died of a cardiac arrest on April 22, 2012, and is survived by his 

wife, Gwynn; his son, Tony; and his daughter, Sally. 
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Application No.:  LBR-2017-18-006 
Business Name:   Project Inform 
Business Address:   273 9th Street 
District:   District 6 
Applicant:    Dana Van Gorder, Executive Director 
Nomination Date:   August 3, 2017 
Nominated By:   Supervisor Jeff Sheehy 
 
CRITERION 1: Has the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no 
break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years?  X Yes   No 
 
No physical address from 1985 to 1986 (1 year) 
1 Taylor Street from 1986 to 1988 (2 years) 
347 Dolores Street #301 from 1988 to 1991 (3 years) 
1965 Market Street Suite 220 from 1991 to 1997 (6 years) 
205 13th Street Suite 2001 from 1998 to 2007 (9 years) 
1375 Mission Street from 2007 to 2010 (3 years) 
273 9th Street from 2010 to Present (7 years) 
 
CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a 
particular neighborhood or community?  X Yes   No 
 
CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that 
define the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms?  X Yes   No 
 
NOTES: NA 
 
DELIVERY DATE TO HPC: August 28, 2017 
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Legacy Business Registry Application

V.5- 6/17/2016

Section One:
Business / Applicant Information. Provide the following information:

The name, mailing address, and other contact information of the business;

The name of the person who owns the business. For businesses with multiple owners, identify the person(s)
with the highest ownership stake in the business;

The name, title, and contact information of the applicant;

The business’s San Francisco Business Account Number and entity number with the Secretary of State, if
applicable.

NAME OF BUSINESS:

BUSINESS OWNER(S) (identify the person(s) with the highest ownership stake in the business)

CURRENT BUSINESS ADDRESS: TELEPHONE:

( )

EMAIL:

WEBSITE: FACEBOOK PAGE: YELP PAGE

APPLICANT’S NAME

Same as Business

APPLICANT’S TITLE

APPLICANT’S ADDRESS: TELEPHONE:

( )

EMAIL:

SAN FRANCISCO BUSINESS ACCOUNT NUMBER: SECRETARY OF STATE ENTITY NUMBER (if applicable):

OFFICIAL USE: Completed by OSB Staff
NAME OF NOMINATOR: DATE OF NOMINATION:
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PROJECT INFORM 
Section 4: Written Historical Narrative 

CRITERION 1 

a. Provide a short history of the business from the date the business opened in San Francisco 
to the present day, including the ownership history. For businesses with multiple locations, 
include the history of the original location in San Francisco (including whether it was the 
business's founding and or headquartered location) and the opening dates and locations of all 
other locations. 

Project Inform was founded in San Francisco in 1985 by community activists Martin Delaney 
and Joe Brewer in response to the AIDS epidemic, which was ravaging the gay community and 
causing thousands of infections and hundreds of deaths each year in the city alone, and 
thousands more around the country. In 1985, an AIDS diagnosis was widely viewed as a death 
sentence, and Project Inform helped changed that perception by empowering patients to get 
informed, ask questions, seek out (and demand) new treatments, and work actively with their 
doctors to determine a course of treatment—rather than viewing themselves as passive 
recipients of care. 

Project Inform provides services nationwide but has deep roots in San Francisco, and all of the 
services we provide benefit San Franciscans. At the time of our founding, the federal 
government was doing little to fight the HIV epidemic, and treatment options were very few. 
We challenged pharmaceutical companies to identify effective and safe new treatments for 
HIV, represented people with HIV in the drug discovery process, and helped make sure new 
drugs were priced fairly. We also built a community of knowledgeable, engaged and 
empowered patients through a treatment hotline, treatment newsletter, and Town Hall 
meetings in San Francisco and around the country. 

Soon after, we took up policy issues that could greatly increase treatment availability and 
affordability. We were one of the first organizations to fight for increased funding for AIDS 
research at the National Institutes of Health, successfully winning the largest increase in 
domestic HIV research funding in the first year of the Clinton Administration. We played a key 
role in the development of the federal Ryan White Program and the AIDS Drug Assistance 
Program, which to this day provide care services and HIV medications for hundreds of 
thousands of low-income people with HIV—including thousands of San Franciscans. We were 
instrumental in efforts to increase funding for HIV research conducted by the National 
Institutes of Health. In 2008, we helped lead the call for a National HIV/AIDS Strategy, and in 
subsequent years we worked closely with the White House to inform the contents of the 
strategy. 

Also in 2008, we took up hepatitis C (HCV) issues, putting our advocacy and education skills to 
work on this under-addressed epidemic. We were instrumental in the development of the 
National Viral Hepatitis Action Plan, and in increasing federal appropriations for HCV testing. 



We currently lead the California Hepatitis Alliance, or CaIHEP, which has advocated for funding 
of hepatitis C testing programs throughout the state, and we fought to require Medi-Cal to pay 
for costly hepatitis C treatments. 

In collaboration with many partners, we played a vital role in the effective implementation of 
the Affordable Care Act (ACA), signed into law by President Obama in 2010, and we have 
worked at the national level, in California, and in San Francisco to make sure that the ACA was 
implemented in a way that best meets the needs of people living with and at risk for HIV and 
hepatitis C. 

b. Describe any circumstances that required the business to cease operations in San Francisco 
for more than six months? 

The agency has operated continuously in the city since its founding 32 years ago. 

c. Is the business a family-owned business? If so, give the generational history of the 
business. 

Not applicable. 

d. Describe the ownership history when the business ownership is not the original owner or a 
family-owned business. 

Project Inform is a non-profit organization with IRS 501(c)(3) status. It is governed by a 10-
member Board of Directors. 

e. When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the business for less 
than 30 years, the applicant will need to provide documentation of the existence of the 
business prior to current ownership to verify it has been in operation for 30+ years. Please 
use the list of supplemental documents and/or materials as a guide to help demonstrate the 
existence of the business prior to current ownership. 

Project Inform is a 501(c)(3) and has not had an owner, per se. We have been in consistent 
operation since 1985. In 1987, Martin Delaney filed Articles of Incorporation, and application 
for 501(c)(3) status. The 501(c)(3) status continued with the name changes in 1994, “Project 
Inform, Inc. AIDS Treatment and Research Info” and in 2000, “Project Inform Incorporated.” 
Project Inform has been under the leadership of a Board of Directors that has had changes in 
membership. 

f. Note any other special features of the business location, such as, if the property associated 
with the business is listed on a local, state, or federal historic resources registry. 

The building at 273 9th Street is a Category A building (Historic Resource Present) and appears 
to be eligible as a national register contributor. 



CRITERION 2 

a. Describe the business's contribution to the history and/or identity of the neighborhood, 
community or San Francisco. 

Project Inform's work has helped save or lengthen thousands of lives, keeping communities and 
neighborhoods in the city intact. Project Inform has played a role in the development of every 
anti-retroviral drug in use against HIV. At its founding in 1985, the expectation was that there 
would only be a need for a short term "project." Sadly, of course, the epidemic continued to 
deepen, and Project Inform continues to provide pivotal leadership in response to this tragedy. 
Today, we are working on two new fronts in the epidemic: the search for a cure, and the use of 
Pre-exposure Prophylaxis, or PrEP, in which HIV-negative individuals take anti-retroviral drugs 
to prevent HIV infection. Our campaign to make PrEP the standard of care for individuals at risk 
for contracting HIV has taken off, with thousands of San Franciscans now using PrEP to lower 
their risk of H IV, preventing hundreds of new infections a year. 

Project Inform has had a meaningful financial impact on San Francisco as a result of our 
treatment advocacy, educational programs and public policy work. In particular, our work to 
assure that health care services and medical treatments for HIV and hepatitis C are paid for 
using federal and state dollars have benefited thousands of San Franciscans and spared the City 
from having to meet these significant costs. 

b. Is the business (or has been) associated with significant events in the neighborhood, the 
city, or the business industry? 

Project Inform is associated with many significant events in the city. We were one of the 
founding organizations of AIDS Walk San Francisco (in 1987), an annual event that still raises 
millions of dollars each year for AIDS organizations. In 2014 and 2015, Project Inform was the 
lead agency for the event. In 1990, we were a part of the organizing group of the International 
AIDS Conference, held in San Francisco and attended by over 15,000 individuals. 

c. Has the business ever been referenced in an historical context? Such as in a business trade 
publication, media, or historical documents? 

Project Inform has been referenced in a number of publications and media including, but not 
limited to, the following: 

• “Acceptable Risks” by Joanthan Kwitny. 
• “Not Buy Dallas Buyers Club” by Patrick Mulcahey, Huffington Post, 11/12/2013. 
• Martin Delaney obituary, New York Times, 1/26/2009. 
• “Project Inform marks 30 years,” Bay Area Reporter, 4/23/2015. 

 
  



d. Is the business associated with a significant or historical person? 

Project Inform was founded and led for many years by Martin Delaney, a remarkable man and 
an important historical figure in the LGBT community's fight against AIDS. In addition to leading 
Project Inform until 2008, Martin was a member of the National Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases’ (NIAID) AIDS Research Advisory Committee from 1991 to 1995 and served 
on NIAID's National Advisory Allergy and Infectious Disease Council from 1995 to 1998. On 
giving him the NIAID Director's Special Recognition Award, NIAID Director and noted HIV 
researcher Anthony S. Fauci, M.D said: 

"Millions of people are now receiving life-saving antiretroviral medications from a treatment 
pipeline that Marty Delaney played a key role in opening and expanding. Without his tireless 
work and vision, many more people would have perished from HIV/AIDS. He is a formidable 
activist and a dear friend. It is without hyperbole that I call Marty Delaney a public health hero." 

Martin was also a leader of the movement to accelerate Food and Drug Administration 
approval of promising drugs, a key player in the development of today's widely used 
Accelerated Approval regulations and Parallel Track system for providing experimental drugs to 
seriously ill people preceding formal FDA approval, and a leader in the Fair Pricing Coalition to 
improve the accessibility of HIV medications. Martin's death in 2009 prompted Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi to issue a statement saying: 

"Through his work at Project Inform to increase awareness about HIV/AIDS treatment 
opportunities and challenges, Martin Delaney leaves an extraordinary legacy. Access to the 
information Martin committed his life to sharing has literally been the difference between life 
and death for millions. San Francisco mourns his loss." 

e. How does the business demonstrate its commitment to the community? 

Project Inform demonstrates its commitment to the community by continuing to provide free 
education on managing and preventing AIDS; by providing free education on the management 
and prevention of hepatitis C; by helping the city bring effective HIV and hepatitis C medications 
to market; by educating community members about all aspects of HIV care, treatment and 
prevention; and by making millions of dollars in resources available to address the local 
epidemics of HIV and hepatitis C. History will show that Project Inform was instrumental in 
stopping a tragedy that has affected hundreds of thousands of San Franciscans beginning in 
1981. Our agency employs individuals from the community, providing volunteer and supporter 
opportunites to people in the local community.   

f. Provide a description of the community the business serves. 

Project Inform serves all people living with and at risk for HIV and hepatitis C in San Francisco 
and nationally. Our work focuses on assuring that gay men, people of color, transgender people 
and people who use drugs are able to prevent and care for HIV and hepatitis C. Much of our 



work to assure adequate access to quality and affordable health care and medications benefits 
low income individuals in San Francisco and nationally.  

g. Is the business associated with a culturally significant 
building/structure/site/object/interior? 

The building at 273 9th Street is a Category A building (Historic Resource Present) and appears 
to be eligible as a national register contributor. 

h. How would the community be diminished if the business were to be sold, relocated, shut 
down, etc.? 

As a beacon of hope for thousands in the city, Project Inform's closure would have a negative 
impact on the ongoing efforts to manage AIDS and ultimately, to end the epidemic altogether. 
Project Inform still has a loyal base of supporters whose own lives or whose loved ones' lives 
were prolonged and improved because of our work. 

CRITERION 3 

a. Describe the business and the essential features that define its character. 

Project Inform is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization with the following mission: "Project Inform 
fights the HIV and hepatitis C epidemics by assuring the development of effective treatments 
and a cure; supporting individuals to make informed choices about their health; advocating for 
quality, affordable health care; and promoting medical strategies that prevent new infections." 

Project Inform has three programs. All three programs are essential features that define the 
character of the organization: 

The Research Advocacy Program, which represents people with HIV and HCV in the 
development of a cure for HIV and new treatments for HIV and HCV, advocates for 
programs to retain or re-engage people with HIV in care and treatment, and aims to 
increase the uptake of PrEP. 

The Education Program, which helps tens of thousands of individuals around the 
country, including in San Francisco, learn strategies to care for HIV, HCV and HIV/HCV 
co-infection; learn about HIV treatment and PrEP as tools for preventing HIV infection; 
understand the importance of HCV testing; and access health care. 

The Public Policy Program, which seeks to protect and expand health care and 
treatment access and strengthen the health care delivery system for people living with 
or at risk for HIV and/or HCV, as well as to assure the greatest possible response of the 
federal government and state of California to these epidemics. 



One initiative of exceptional focus for the organization today is its participation in San 
Francisco's Getting to Zero campaign, which Project Inform helped to begin. Getting to Zero is 
an effort by a consortium of San Francisco-based agencies to reduce HIV transmission and HIV-
related deaths in San Francisco by 90% before 2020. Project Inform plays a leadership role in 
Getting to Zero as a member of the Steering Committee and the Retention & Re-engagement 
Committee. The Retention & Re-engagement Committee has launched an innovative set of 
initiatives that are helping to meet the goals of Getting to Zero, and is developing new 
programs as well. This year, Project Inform will support the development of two programs to 
address the needs of homeless individuals with HIV as part of the Getting to Zero campaign. 

Project Inform works closely with other San Francisco based groups to accomplish its work. In 
particular, we work with the San Francisco AIDS Foundation as part of the California HIV 
Alliance to lobby in Sacramento for legislation, budgets and administrative actions that help 
speed the end of the HIV and hepatitis C epidemics. The advocacy we conduct in Sacramento 
benefits people living with and at risk for both diseases in San Francisco, and statewide. Project 
Inform also works closely with the AIDS Research Institute at UCSF to conduct research to build 
an optimal public policy response to HIV in California. And we collaborate closely with HIVE, 
another program of UCSF which chiefly works to address maternal health for HIV-positive 
women, to operate a program called PleasePrEPMe. This program gives people considering 
taking PrEP the chance learn about PrEP and find out how to access PrEP via text or online chat. 
Project Inform is currently a leader of San Francisco Hep Free, which is implementing a plan to 
eliminate hepatitis C in the City, and it is part of the city's task force considering the creation of 
safe consumption spaces to address injection drug use and improve drug user health. 

b. How does the business demonstrate a commitment to maintaining the historical traditions 
that define the business, and which of these traditions should not be changed in order to 
retain the businesses historical character? (e.g., business model, goods and services, craft, 
culinary, or art forms) 

Organizational traditions that continue to this day, and that could not be changed if Project 
Inform is to retain its historical business character, are: Project Inform has approached its work 
by placing value on having highly knowledgeable staff; being a fearless and honest voice for 
people living with HIV; building the respect of and gaining cooperation from key institutions and 
decision makers while maintaining independence and integrity; thoughtfully collaborating with 
community partners; and convening multi-disciplinary groups of HIV leaders to forge 
agreement about ways to address some of the greatest scientific and public policy challenges in 
the epidemic. 

c. How has the business demonstrated a commitment to maintaining the special physical 
features that define the business? Describe any special exterior and interior physical 
characteristics of the space occupied by the business (e.g. signage, murals, architectural 
details, neon signs, etc.). 



Project Inform's Board of Directors is committed to maintaining these traditions. The Board and 
staff of Project Inform are explicit about the values that guide our work, and the ways in which 
we choose the goals and activities that we pursue. We believe that all people have a right to be 
well, and that affordable health care is a fundamental human right; that people have a right to 
knowledge and information to guide their health care; that people must have complete choice 
regarding their health care; and that all people are entitled to compassionate, quality, 
comprehensive medical care. We believe those are not just our traditions, but San Francisco's 
traditions as well. 

d. When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the business for less 
than 30years; the applicant will need to provide documentation that demonstrates the 
current owner has maintained the physical features or traditions that define the business, 
including craft, culinary, or art forms. Please use the list of supplemental documents and/or 
materials as a guide to help demonstrate the existence of the business prior to current 
ownership. 

Historic legal documents are provided in this Legacy Business Registry application. 
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By DENNIS HEVESI JAN. 26, 2009

Martin Delaney, a prominent advocate for AIDS patients who challenged the

government and drug companies to expedite access to experimental treatments in

the early days of the epidemic, died Friday at his home in San Rafael, Calif. He was

63.

The cause was liver cancer, said Dana Van Gorder, executive director of Project

Inform, an AIDS advocacy organization based in San Francisco that Mr. Delaney

helped found in 1985.

Mr. Delaney, who was never H.I.V.-positive, was drawn into the AIDS movement

in the early 1980s when several of his friends became infected and died.

When he heard about a cold remedy, ribavirin, that was being smuggled from

Mexico because it had been found to help strengthen the immune system, Mr.

Delaney made a several smuggling runs to Tijuana. Soon after, he decided he could

be more effective by taking political action.

Project Inform started what Mr. Delaney called “medically supervised guerrilla trials”

— community-based studies of the safety and efficacy of drugs, like ribavirin, that did

not have federal approval. It sponsored town-hall-style information meetings around

the country and set up a national AIDS-treatment hot line.
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Mr. Van Gorder said, “Marty and Project Inform challenged the research and

pharmaceutical community in the earliest years of the epidemic to consult with

H.I.V.-positive patients and their advocates” about treatment options.

Mr. Delaney was a central figure in Jonathan Kwitny’s book “Acceptable Risks”

(Poseidon Press, 1992), which discusses the debate about whether terminally ill

patients should have access to promising but unproven drugs. “Who should decide

which risks are acceptable,” Mr. Delaney is quoted as asking in the book, “the

bureaucracy in Washington or the patient whose life is on the line?”

By the early 1990s, Mr. Delaney was a leader in efforts to push the Food and

Drug Administration to approve promising drugs more speedily.

The campaign helped prompt the drug agency to issue regulations allowing

experimental drugs to be provided to seriously ill people before the drugs received

federal approval.

Martin Edward Delaney was born in Boston on Dec. 9, 1945. He is survived by a

sister, Lois Delaney-Ogorek, and three brothers, William, Donald and Michael.

Last week, the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, a division of

the National Institutes of Health, gave Mr. Delaney its Director’s Special Recognition

Award for “extraordinary contributions to framing the H.I.V. research agenda.”

He was a member of the institute’s AIDS Research Advisory Committee from

1991 to 1995.

In a statement, the institute’s director, Dr. Anthony S. Fauci, said, “Millions of

people are now receiving life-saving antiretroviral medications from a treatment

pipeline that Marty Delaney played a key role in opening and expanding.”

A version of this article appears in print on , on Page A28 of the New York edition with the headline: Martin
Delaney, 63, AIDS Activist.

© 2017 The New York Times Company
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Not Buying Dallas Buyers Club
By Patrick Mulcahey

Critics have showered Dallas Buyers Club with praise, which is good news for Focus Features and
Matthew McConaughey, whose outsized performance swings for the fences. But it’s bad news for LGBT
history and the history of AIDS activism.

McConaughey plays Ron Woodroof, a Texan homophobe who loves rodeo, drugs, booze, and loose
women and scams for cash. The chance discovery in 1985 that he has HIV and a T-cell count of 9 marks
him for imminent death, but he won’t go down easy. He buys AZT stolen from a study. He smuggles
unproven treatments home from Mexico to sell at a profit, cutting a deal with a drug-addicted transgender
woman (a transcendent Jared Leto) who disgusts him for access to gay men who might be desperate
enough to pay.

“What is largely missing is the sense that Ron’s efforts are part of a larger movement,” the New York
Times review diplomatically suggests. Variety puts it more artlessly, gushing over McConaughey as “a
redneck bigot who becomes the unlikely savior to a generation of gay men frightened by a disease they
don’t yet understand.”

Really? Is that how you remember it, if you remember it?

ACT UP doesn’t exist in Dallas Buyers Club, nor do NAPWA, the PWA Health Group, GMHC, John
James’ AIDS Treatment News, the Healing Alternatives Foundation. The film’s only gay characters are
weak, docile, dithering, relegated to the background, standing in line for what Woodroof is selling — and
overselling.

In 1986, after years of blind rage — at the sickness and sanctimony, the calls for quarantine, the hawking
of crystals; at affirmation-spewing quacks like Louise Hay; at the sheer, harrowing loss of friends and
neighbors and co-workers — I stumbled into Project Inform’s shabby little office in San Francisco’s
Tenderloin neighborhood. Two men, Tom Jefferson and Ron Koslow (“a Texas sissy, honey”), were on the
phones, answering questions about experimental treatments for AIDS. (There was no other kind, of

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/
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course.) I learned to take calls. I stuffed mailing packets with information about ribavirin, AL721,
isoprinosine, interferon, rifabutin, pentamidine, fluconazole, and dextran sulfate and how to get them. I
scanned the AmfAR Treatment Directory and study lists from all over to identify clinical trials that our
callers might qualify for.

There were only five of us — Tom, Ron, and I in the office, plus our co-founders Martin Delaney and Joe
Brewer — and we all had full-time jobs too. Joe was a tireless organizer. Marty was always off writing or
networking or lobbying the FDA and NIH. We had an unofficial sixth in Jim Corti, whom nobody else
seems to remember now, but who did what Ron Woodroof did, only better and longer and not for money.

When Tom and Ron died, Marty presented me with business cards declaring me Project Inform’s first
“Hotline Manager.” The phones never stopped. Researchers conflicted by the ethics of the trials that they
were conducting called to leak findings to us in advance of their publication. Lance Loud, the first gay
reality-show star, was a frequent (and fun) caller, along with his nosy, worried mother Pat. I talked to
grandmothers on cruises to Japan or Europe, throwing their vacation clothes overboard at night so that
they could fill their suitcases with drugs that the FDA wouldn’t permit their grandsons to have.

We gave out phone numbers of farmacias in Juarez and Tijuana where ribavirin could be bought over the
counter. We kept in touch with buyers clubs in Los Angeles, San Diego, D.C., Atlanta, New York, and yes,
Dallas too, to keep up on what they were stocking and how to reach them. (They moved a lot.) I don’t
know if I ever spoke to the real-life Ron Woodroof. We were circumspect about names.

We taught ourselves to read medical journals and were far more sophisticated about AIDS than anyone
in Dallas Buyers Club is. The movie distorts the facts about AZT, for instance, to make Woodroof seem
heroic for his murderous advice to others not to take it. It’s true that there were HIV deniers and AZT
deniers in our midst who were pushing vitamins and herbs, even regular gusts of ozone up the butt, and
clearly AZT had serious toxicities at the dosage tested. It was also clear that AZT worked. Unflagging
pressure from Marty and ACT UP and so many others led to expedited approval, before an optimal dose
could be established. And why not, since the course of HIV without treatment had already been
demonstrated thousands of times?

We were, overwhelmingly, gay men, with our lesbian friends and our mothers and brothers and sisters
who wanted to keep us alive. We did what we did because the government wouldn’t and the medical
establishment didn’t know how. We did it because we hated death and would do anything to deprive HIV
of one more corpse, friend or stranger. And in the awful crucible of that time, something that had earned
the right to be called a gay “community” was born.

Just not in Dallas Buyers Club.

I’m a writer myself. I get the attraction to the unlikely hero, the conversion story — St. Paul struck by
lightning on the road to Damascus. But nobody goes on to claim that St. Paul invented Jesus. Dallas
Buyers Club steals our story and tells it like we weren’t even there.
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What can we do about it? We can honor the heroes of our plague years who staved off our obliteration
with no thought toward being played by movie stars. Every gay man, anyone ever affected by AIDS,
should know the name Martin Delaney. Learn about him in The New York Times or The Lancet or the
American Journalism Review. See why Anthony Fauci, head of the National Institute of Allergy and
Infectious Diseases, flew to San Francisco to deliver his eulogy. Read Jonathan Kwitny’s Acceptable
Risks and Arthur Kahn’s AIDS, the Winter War. Both books are going out of print. Don’t let the story of
what really happened, and who made it happen, disappear with them.

Patrick Mulcahey
Community activist and six-time Emmy-winning daytime TV writer
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A D V E R T I S M E N T

An HIV/AIDS organization that has had to adapt to changing times – and
changes in the epidemic – will mark its 30th anniversary this weekend.

Project Inform will have a brunch Sunday, April 26 at Fort Mason,
themed "30 Years of Information, Inspiration, and Advocacy."

The agency, which started at the height of the AIDS epidemic in 1985,
has focused on encouraging better treatments for the disease, as well as to
provide information on those treatments to people living with HIV/AIDS
and, more recently, hepatitis C.

The agency does policy work around health care, including drug pricing
and other coverage issues under the Affordable Care Act.

And, Project Inform came out last year with a series of ads supportive of
PrEP, or pre-exposure prophylaxis, serving as a direct rebuttal to ads from
Los Angeles-based AIDS Healthcare Foundation that questioned several
studies showing PrEP is extremely effective when used as recommended.

It educates people about when and how to use medications to treat HIV
and hepatitis C and manage their health care. It also helped to create the
National HIV/AIDS Strategy in 2010.

During its first 20 years Project Inform's educational activities were all
conducted through its well-regarded National Treatment Hotline, in-
person town hall meetings, and publications mailed directly to people.
The phone line, which now provides only call-back service weekdays
between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m., is known as the HIV Health InfoLine.
There's also a Help for Hep line for hepatitis C questions that Project
Inform participates in with other hep C organizations.

"With the advent of the Internet, those activities began to slow and we
were placing dozens of publications on our website to educate people,"
Executive Director Dana Van Gorder said, referring to the mailings.
"Most of our educational materials are actually printed and distributed
directly to people with HIV and hepatitis C through testing sites,
community clinics, and social service providers."

Van Gorder, a gay man, has been with the organization for the past seven
years, and was a founding member of the steering committee of the
"Getting to Zero" effort in San Francisco. That collaboration among
HIV/AIDS organizations, public health officials, and researchers, aims to
cut new HIV infections by 90 percent by 2020. The ultimate goal is to get
to no HIV infections, as the Bay Area Reporter previously reported.

"I chair the committee working to increase retention and re-engagement
in care and treatment," Van Gorder said. "In the first days of the epidemic when government and industry were slow to investigate
treatments for HIV, we smuggled any medication into the country that had a chance of helping people, and later developed our own
clinical trials on potential therapies."

According to Van Gorder, as government researchers and pharmaceutical companies began to discover medications in the late 1980s
and 1990s, Project Inform was part of the revolution along with ACT UP, demanding that people with HIV and their representatives
be involved in all major decisions about bringing drugs to market- selecting compounds to investigate, designing clinical trials,
deciding what drugs to approve for use and how to price them.

In those days, Project Inform was led by its founding director, the late Martin Delaney.
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"We have had a role in bringing all of the 32 approved medications to treat HIV to the market," Van Gorder said. "In the early years
of drug discovery, we also fought for and won rights for extremely ill HIV patients to access experimental treatments before they
were finally approved."

Today, Project Inform is heavily involved in monitoring and advising research into an actual cure for HIV. It has also branched out
from HIV.

"In 2011, Project Inform added hepatitis C to its mission," Van Gorder said. "We work with pharmaceutical companies to advise the
development of additional drugs to cure this disease."

Project Inform's HIV education booklets are targeted to newly diagnosed people to help them understand the importance of early
treatment and the role of treatment in prevention.

"Because other agencies produce educational materials for people with hepatitis C, our booklets on hepatitis C are written for people
co-infected with HIV," Van Gorder said. "These are fairly lengthy documents, and so we break them up into sets of booklets that
people can read as time permits. We have distributed over 100,000 sets of educational booklets in the last four years."

Project Inform's revenue for this year is projected at $3,779,628, with $1.81 million coming from AIDS Walk San Francisco, which
takes place this summer. Another $840,000 is from corporate support, while $460,000 is from estates and bequests. Van Gorder said
that $234,000 is from foundations, and $425,000 comes from events and individuals. Van Gorder said the agency expects a surplus
this year of $555,000.

The brunch takes place from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the General's Residence, 1 Fort Mason, San Francisco. Tickets are $100 per

person. For more information, visit www.projectinform.org. Click on "Support Us," then "Events."
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The San Francisco AIDS Foundation and Project Inform will hold
"What's at Stake, What We Can Do," a forum that will examine the
impact of President Donald Trump's first 100-plus days in office and how
policies will affect HIV/AIDS, hepatitis C, and other health issues.

The free event takes place Monday, May 22 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the
San Francisco LGBT Community Center, 1800 Market Street, in the
Rainbow Room.

Members of the Project Inform staff will be joined by panelists Dan
Bernal, chief of staff to House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-San
Francisco); Vignetta Charles, chief executive officer at Education,
Training, and Research; Ernest Hopkins, director of legislative affairs for
SFAF; and Monique Tula, executive director of the Harm Reduction
Coalition. Scott Shafer, a gay man who's senior editor for California
politics and government at KQED, will moderate.

Organizers said in an announcement that the goal of the forum is "to
support the community to be active in advocating for humane policies to
end the HIV and HCV epidemics."

For more information, visit https://www.projectinform.org/.

South Bay Youth Pride Festival
The LGBTQ Youth Space, a program of Family and Children Services of
Silicon Valley, will hold its inaugural South Bay Youth Pride Festival
Saturday, May 13 from noon to 4 p.m. at 950 West Julian Street in San
Jose (not far from the Billy DeFrank Center and the SAP Center).

The event is free and has been organized by and for queer and trans youth
in the South Bay.

The festival will feature music, entertainment, food, games and activities,
a resource fair, guest speakers, and more.

While intended for LGBTQ youth from ages 13-25 living in Santa Clara
County, families and adult supporters are welcome, organizers said.

For more information or to get involved, contact Adrienne Keel at
akeel@fcservices.org or (408) 343-7942.

Pride dance in Hayward
There will be a Gay Pride Dance Friday, May 19, from 7 to 10 p.m. at the Hayward Area Senior Center, 22325 North Third Street.

Organizers said that all are welcome to attend this LGBTQ dance party, which will include hors d'oeuvres, a mocktail bar, lots of
dancing, and a photo booth. Castro Valley Pride's own Billy Bradford will serve as DJ.

Tickets are $17 in advance or $20 at the door. A happy hour with beer and wine will be available from 7 to 8 (must be 21 or older).

To purchase tickets, visit www.haywardrec.org and use code 44165 (click on "register for classes" and enter the code).

Huckleberry benefit concert
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Huckleberry Youth Programs will hold its Huckleberry Still Jams benefit concert Saturday, May 20 from 7 to 11 p.m. at the Great
American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell Street in San Francisco.

The organization is celebrating its 50th anniversary this year.

The concert will feature performances by Big Brother and the Holding Company, Rozzi Crane, Krystle Warren, Call Me Ace, and
more. The evening will include a musical tribute to the young people Huckleberry served during the Summer of Love and those it
continues to support today.

Tickets start at $125 and can be purchased at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/huckleberry-youth-programs-50th-anniversary-benefit-
concert-tickets-33507916079.

Boot camp for tenants' rights
The AIDS Legal Referral Panel will hold a tenant rights boot camp Thursday, May 25 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at Strut, 470 Castro
Street in San Francisco.

Attendees will be able to get information on how to get a security deposit back, what to do if their apartment needs repairs, what
they can do if threatened with eviction by their landlord, and their rights if the building is sold. Additionally, there will be
information on organizations that can help tenants and accommodations for those with disabilities.

The workshop is focused specifically on the needs and concerns of people living with HIV and residents of District 8. Refreshments
will be provided. The San Francisco AIDS Foundation, which operates Strut, is a sponsor.

To RSVP, email info@alrp.org.

Inaugural Prism Awards
Prism Comics and the Queer Comics Expo have announced the inaugural Prism Awards, which will be presented to comic works by
queer authors and works that promote the growing body of diverse representations of LGBTQAI-plus characters in fiction or
nonfiction comics

People can submit nominations until June 1. Winners will be announced at the Queer Comics Expo in San Francisco July 8-9.

To submit a nomination, visit https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdCuwgotxHFPOw2h04eE1zz7F_Zv2F37g5DVQ-
8N3Lmq0u_2Q/viewform.

Taja's Coalition holds trans art contest
Trans Advocates for Justice and Accountability, or Taja's Coalition, has announced it is seeking submissions for a trans art contest.

The coalition, formed after the February 2015 stabbing death of Taja Gabrielle de Jesus, 36, in the city's Bayview district, is looking
for works with an anti-violence theme. They will later be used for a citywide media campaign to stop violence against trans people
and displayed at an art show this summer.

So far this year, there have been reports of 10 trans people murdered in the U.S. Coalition members noted that most of the victims
were trans women of color.

The contest is open to any trans women of color in the Bay Area. Interested people can read the rules and submission guidelines at
http://tajascoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/TAJAs-Coalition-art-contest-guidelines.pdf.

GAPA offers grants, scholarships
The Gay Asian Pacific Alliance Foundation has announced it is accepting applications for its scholarships and grants.

The 2017 scholarships award up to $5,000 to students who have demonstrated outstanding activism and leadership within the API
LGBTQ community. The deadline to apply is June 30.

The grants award up to $5,000 to tax-exempt 501 (c)(3) community organizations that are making a positive impact in the API
and/or LGBTQ community. The deadline to apply is July 15.

Last year, the GAPA Foundation awarded five scholarships and 14 grants totaling $34,800.

For more information regarding eligibility and application guidelines, visit https://gapafoundation.org/.
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Date Location Presenting Organization Award

May 19, 1986 Mobilization Against AIDS

13th International AIDS

Candlelight Memorial and

Mobilization Award

In the difficult war against AIDS, many heroes and heroines have emerged. On

behalf of the grateful citizens of San Francisco we are honored to present this

award to a heroic agency.

May 19, 1988 San Francisco, CA

Harvey Milk Lesbian and Gay

Democratic Club Bill Kraus Leadership Award

At the forefront in the fight against AIDS, helping our friends make decisions

about their lives.

1989 Los Angeles, CA

The Los Angeles Gay and

Lesbian Community Services

Center

Don Kilhefner Founder's Award

1989 The Annual Esquire Register Education and social service

1989 San Francisco, CA

Alice B. Toklas Lesbian and

Gay Democratic Club Achievement Award

For courageously leading the fight to speed access to the latest treatments for

AIDS and HIV disease
1990 San Francisco, CA Human Rights Campaign Jerry E. Berg Leadership Award

1990 San Francisco, CA

Golden Gate Business

Association Community Service Award 1990 In recognition of your Outstanding Service to the Gay and Lesbian Community

1990 San Francisco, CA Cable Car Award
Outstanding Contribution to

Community Well Being

1991 San Francisco, CA

California Association of AIDS

Research 1991 CAAA President's Award

For outstanding and influential advocacy work on behalf of persons with HIV

disease.

February 7, 1991 San Francisco, CA BALIF Community Service Award

In appreciation for its educational efforts and advocacy in securing essential

medical treatment for People with AIDS
July 11, 1991 Houston, TX The AIDS Equity League In appreciation

March 20, 1992 Houston, TX

Annual Houston Conference

on AIDS in America Lifetime Achievement Award
1994 San Francisco, CA Cable Car Award Board of Directors Award Project Inform - "Evening of Hope" 1st annual awards celebration

1995 San Francisco, CA
Harvey Milk Lesbian and Gay

Democratic Club
Bill Kraus Leadership Award

For ten years of work to Inform People about all aspects of HIV/AIDS Research

to they can make informed decisions about their lives.

May 5, 1995 San Francisco, CA

The City of San Francisco -

Mayor, Frank Jordan Project Inform Day

"Whereas Project Inform offers a message of hope and empowerment through

information for the men, women and children of all ethnic and social

backgrounds who are infected by this horrible disease; now."

June 27, 1996 San Francisco, CA Saint Francis Foundation Distinguished Contributor

In appreciation for outstanding generosity, loyalty and dedication to Saint

Francis Memorial Hospital

1998 Los Angeles, CA Being Alive Spirit of Hope Award

In appreciation for your unfailing dedication and commitment to people living

with HIV and AIDS

June 2, 1999 San Francisco CA

The California Assembly -

Assemblywoman, Carole

Migden Certificate of Recognition

In honor of your outstanding commitment to the Gay and Lesbian Community

of San Francisco
June 2, 1999 San Francisco CA The California Assembly Certificate of Recognition Presented to Martin Delaney in honor of Project Inform

June 21, 2001 New York, CA

American Foundation for AIDS

Research Award of Courage
June 4, 2002 Philadelphia, PA Philadelphia FIGHT Kiyoshi Kuromiya Award In recognition of your tireless efforts for the HIV/AIDS community

2003 New York TAG (Treatment Action Group) Research in Action Award

October 25, 2005 San Francisco, CA
The California Assembly -

Assemblyman, Mark Leno
Visionary Founder Award

I commend you as you are honored for your inspirational leadership as an

educator, agitator, communicator and visionary on behalf of those living with

AIDS/HIV. It is thanks to your work and determination that Project Inform has

helped clients for twenty years. Congratulations and thank you for all you do!

February, 2006 Maryland

Department of Health and

Human Services

I appreciation of your dedication and contribution as a founding member of the

Panel on Clinical Practices for Treatment of HIV Infections (1996-2005)

May 13, 2006 San Francisco, CA
The California Assembly - Mark

Leno
Certificate of Recognition

Congratulations on the occasion of the 12th Annual Ron Wilmot Bike Ride for

Project Inform. I commend your dedication to celebrating the legacy of activism,

community involvement and caring for future generations created by Ron

Wilmot. He was an inspiration to all whose lives he touched and legacy will live

on for years to come. I look forward to the day when the search for a cure is

successful and we can join together in celebration.

November 19, 2006 Institute of Human Virology

Lifetime Achievement Award for

Public Service

Presented to Martin Delaney for his extraordinary efforts in the field of

HIV/AIDS

June 19, 2008 San Francisco, CA
The California Assembly -

Assemblyman, Mark Leno
Certificate of Recognition

I commend your tireless commitment to helping others gain access to the vital

treatments and information needed to save lives. People living with HIV/AIDS

continue to benefit from your selfless efforts while becoming better able to take

control of their health and their future.

October 15, 2008 San Francisco, CA
The California Assembly - Mark

Leno
Certificate of Recognition

Congratulations as you celebrate a new look for the 2008 Evening of Hope with

Condom Couture Fashion Show. I commend you as you strut a pose in support

of the advocacy and HIV treatment information you provide to those living with

HIV/AIDS. I further commend your efforts to strut down the runway to help

individuals take control of their future and manage their health challenges. I

congratulate you and thank you for all you do!

January 24, 2011 Washington DC

Communities Advocating

Emergency AIDS Relief Partnership Award

In appreciation for your unwavering efforts to improve access to care and

treatment for people living with HIV/AIDS

July, 2015 Newark, NJ
National Association of Black &

White Men Together, Inc.

35th Annual NABWMT

Convention
Special Achievement Award
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