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Oct. 1, 2018

To: Historic Preservation Commission

Via email to all Commissioners as well as Commission Secretary, and Planners Natalia
Kwiatkowska, natalia.kwiatkowska@sfgov.org, Tim Freye and Rich Sucre

Re: Hearing Date-Wed. Oct. 3, 2018
Project Address: 903 Minnesota St.
Case No. 2017-001477COA
Bldg Permit: 2017.01 26.8054
Dogpatch Historic District

Dear Commissioners:

• Regarding Secretary of Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation:

Standard 2.

The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of historic materials or
alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided.

Standard 3.

Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use. Changes that create a false
sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural features or elements from other historic
properties, will not be undertaken.

Standard 5.

Distinctive features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship that characterize a
property shall be preserved.

Standard 6.

Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of deterioration
requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature will match the old in design, color, texture,
and, where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features will be substantiated by documentary and
physical evidence.

One important defining and original elements of this building, namely the original garage
carriage doors at front facade must be replaced in the restoration of this historic cottage, dated
in the case file as from 1890-1891. The original usable and intact doors were removed after
Sept 26, 2016 (as evidenced in my photo attached) when the property was supposedly being
restored and brought up to code. Where are those doors? Before its mutilation by property
owner, this was one of the most original buildings of the Pelton Cottage grouping left in the
neighborhood, despite its exterior having been covered in asbestos siding. Many of the other



cottages and houses in the neighborhood had their garage doors replaced with completely
wrong modern doors at some time in past history. This building had its original doors as
evidenced in my attached copy of the 1999 photo shown in the Dogpatch Historic District
Survey, by the Packet file "Front Facade Photo (Nov. 2013) and as recent as Sept. 27, 2016.
attach a copy of photo evidence that I took on Sept. 27, 2016. It is obvious that these are

the same doors as in the project case "before" photo dated 2013 and in 1999.

The garage doors were typical of all of the cottages as well as of several of the other houses on
the block and in the immediate neighborhood, mine included (934 Minnesota St.-doors still in
use)

Effort should be made to "find" the doors, or find the same doors in a salvage yard or online
salvage. They exist. They were fairly common. Or the doors should be replicated in kind and in
same materials and usage to match the photos of original doors presented in the case packet.
(ie, a properly made, historically correct replacement, not a fake modern roll-up version).

ask you not to go lightly in insisting that this cottage be returned to its original gloriously
modest self, which managed to survive from 1890 through two major earthquakes until it was
butchered in 2016.

Thank you for your consideration.

Janet Carpinelli
934 Minnesota St.
San Francisco, CA 94107
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Pi. Resource names) or number: 9a3 tvlinnesota

'P2. Location; "a. County San Francisco

'b. ~1SGS 7.5' (}uad San Francisco North, CF, Date 1995

'c~ Address 3~J3 twlinnes~ta Street City San Fr~neiscc~ Zip 9~1U7

è. Assessor's Parcel rilumber 4~t17t002N!

~̀ P3a. Descriptir~n: 903 Minnesota is Iocatecl can the ~a~i sic3a Qf Minn~stata Street betrveert 2~'~ arad 2~~` Streets, It is a one-stc~ty_

over-garage, 915-square-foot, wapd-(rams, single-tami3y cr~ttage designed in the San Francisco St~cktEastiake siyl~. The residence

is located on ~i 2~' x BO' lot and #h~: ia~ade is twr~ bays wide. At grade there is a pair of historic hinged doors in the left bay and a

wood steircass ar~ente~d parallel f~ the fag~de in ttte right bay. C)n the main fiQr~r, a pair c€f double-hung wc~d windows occupies the

r~~ht bay and a eecessed entry is located En the lefif bay. 3'he entry contains a modern Bush eiaor and a hi t~sric transram window

above, The doer and the window are framed by plain wood casings. The far~ade is cap~aed by a narrow projecting eflrnice

supporf~d by fiute~f brackets with incised ornament. T die cornice is surmounted Ley a false par~pei root. Simikar to the 
other "Pelton

cottages" in the group, tie fia~ade windows are crowned by a f~ls~ gable. The facade is clad in modem c~rmposite shingles. 9
Q3

Minnesota is in fair condition.

'P3b. ~tesource Attrit.~crteg: HP2. Singh Family Property

*P4. R~sourr,~s Pr~s~nt: ~l~' Suif~3ing ClStructure ClObjecf ❑bite C1Distriet ~Elemeni of District Tether
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'P11. Report Citation:

PSb, Photo date:
July 199 , u4ew fovrard west

*P6. Oats Gonstructed~Sources;
1890: Spring Valley Water
Gampan~ rscards, ~al,f~srFrta
OirchireC# &Building News (July
1890}

*F7. C?wner and Address:
Karen Ann Boston
903 Minnesota S#rest
San Franeisca, California 94107

P̀8, R~cordetf bye
Christopher VerP[~nek
San Francisco Heritage
2(507 Franklin Street
San Francisco, Cafitorni~ 941t}9

*P9. Qate RecordBd:
September 29. 2b00

"P10. Survey Ty~ae:
Intensive purvey:
National Regisxer

'Attachments: NONE ❑Location Map ClSketeh Map OContinua#ion Sheet mBuilding, Structure,. anc~ C3bject I~ecortf

❑Archaeplogicai Record ClDistrict Rec~rci ❑Linear Feature Record ❑tvlillfng Station Fiec~rd ORa~k Apt Record

❑Artifact Record C7Photogra{~h Record d Qther

t3PR 523A (1t~5) 'Ret~~ired information
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