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January 12, 2018

Historic Preservation Commission
City of San Francisco Planning Department
1650 Mission Street, Suite 400
San Francisco, California 94103
Attn: Shannon Ferguson, Preservation Planner
shannon.ferguson(cr~,sf  gov.org

Re: Coit Memorial Tower (Amendment) National Register Nomination
Citv of San Francisco Landmark #165

Commissioners:

Telegraph Hill Dwellers (THD) is pleased to submit this letter of support for the revised nomination of Coit
Memorial Tower to the National Register of Historic Places. Coit Memorial Tower is also City of San
Francisco Landmark #165.

We note that this revised National Register nomination addresses inaccuracies in the previous nomination,
dated 2008, in which Coit Tower was listed under Criterion C at the state level of significance. The
updated nomination for Coit Tower recognizes the Coit Tower murals as being of national significance and
provides expanded information on the artists and the story of how the murals came to be.

As is explained in the revised nomination, the Coit Tower murals depict the high ideals and social values of
the 1930s as expressed in New Deal art projects; they represent the collective effort of individuals in
creating an exceptionally important artwork, one that focused on the reality of American life during the
Great Depression while drawing upon the techniques of the Mexican muralists. As has been noted by
prominent 20th century art critics, scholars and historians, no other Public Works of Art Project is
comparable in terms of its scale of undertaking and legacy.

Founded in 1954, THD is one of the oldest, largest, and most widely respected neighborhood organizations
in the nation. During its six decades of existence, THD has led the way to celebrate, beautify, and protect
San Francisco's most unique and historic neighborhood. Together with many committed neighbors, THD
has, over the years, been vigilant with regard to Coit Tower's appropriate maintenance, treatment and use.
We are honored to look to Coit Memorial Tower as the beacon of our neighborhood and we look forward
to the successful and appropriately updated listing on the National Register.

Sincerely,

Judy Irving, President
Telegraph Hill Dwellers

P.O. BOX 330159 SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94133 415.843-1011 www.THD.org

Founded in 1954 to perpetuate the historic traditions of San Francisco's Telegraph Hill and to represent the community interests of ifs residents and property owners.
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 Connect to Adjacent Reuse of Pier 70

~
 Build Required Infrastructure Backbone
and connect to Dogpatch

~
 Rehabilitate Key Historic Structures

~
 Provide Mix of Uses in Each Phase

~
 Provide Placemaking and Open Space Components
Early and By Phase

~
 Provide Proportional Public Benefits

~
 Support Financial Feasibility
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