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RESOLUTION TO RECOMMEND TO THE URBAN FORESTRY COUNCIL
DESIGNATION OF THE NORTHERN RATA TREE (METROSIDEROS ROBUSTA) AT
1776 VALLEJO STREET, ASSESSOR’'S BLOCK NO. 0552, LOT 031, AS A
LANDMARK TREE UNDERS SECTION 810, ARTICLE 16 OF THE SAN FRANCISCO
PUBLIC WORKS CODE

WHEREAS, Section 810, Article 16 of the San Francisco Public Works Code establishes criteria for the
designation of landmark trees, which includes consideration of the age, size, shape, species, location,
historical association, visual quality, and other contributions to the City’s character; and

WHEREAS, the Urban Forestry Council is charged with overseeing the nomination process and making a
recommendation to the Board of Supervisors; and

WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission may nominate a tree for landmark tree designation
through the passing of a nominating resolution to the Urban Forestry Council; and

WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission finds that the nomination of the Northern Rata tree
(Metrosideros Robusta) at 1776 Vallejo Street in Assessor’s Block No. 0552, Lot 031, as a landmark tree is
in the form prescribed by the Urban Forestry Council and contains supporting location, description,
historical, environmental, and/or cultural documentation; and

WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission finds that the subject tree is exceptional in its size,
form, and rarity while occupying a highly visible intersection; and

WHEREAS, the proposed designation is consistent with the General Plan priority policies pursuant to
Planning Code, Section 101.1 and furthers Priority Policy No. 2, which states that existing

neighborhood character will be conserved and protected; and

WHEREAS, the Department has determined that the proposal is not a project under CEQA pursuant to
CEQA Guidelines Section 15378 and 15060(c)(2) as there will be no physical change to the environment.

www.sfplanning.org
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Resolution No. XXX — Recommendation to Urban Forestry Council Case No. N/A
August 15, 2018 Northern Rata Tree (1776 Vallejo))

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends to the
Urban Forestry Council nomination of landmark tree designation of the Northern Rata tree (Metrosideros
Robusta) at 1776 Vallejo Street.

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was adopted by the Historic Preservation Commission at its
meeting on August 15, 2018.

Jonas P. Ionin
Commission Secretary

AYES: X
NAYS: X
ABSENT: X

ADOPTED: August 15, 2018
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SAN FRANCISCO URBAN FORESTRY COUNCIL

Landmark Tree Nomination Form

Disclaimer: Any information you include on this form will be part of the public record. Anyone
may request to see the information you submit for a landmark tree nomination. For more legal
information, see the last page of this form.

Who can nominate a landmark tree?

=  The Board of Supervisors, Planning Commission, and Landmarks Preservation Advisory
Board may nominate a tree.

= The head of a City department or agency may nominate a tree on property under their
jurisdiction. City departments and agencies should conduct an internal approval process
before nominating a tree.

= A property owner may nominate a tree on his or her property.

= A member of the public may ask an authorized nominator to nominate a tree.

Please note that a permit will be required for any future removal of a landmark tree.

Pursuant to Ordinance 0017-06 and Public Works Code 810, the Urban Forestry Council requests
the following information.

I am one of the following authorized nominators

Property owner

Board of Supervisor member

Head of a city department or agency

Planning Commission member

Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board member

OO0

Authorized nominator (Supervisor, Planning
Commission, Landmarks Advisory Board,
Head of City Department, Property Owner):

Member of the public who initiated nomination
(if applicable):

Jonwd w0 RAN

Name Name
11711 vALLETO ST,
Address Address
saNn _ForanNciScp cA 94123
Address Address 4
41§ -305-115§
Phone (day) Phone (day)
Fax # Fax #
jobhn@ bright-com
Email Email =

I am an authorized nominator and I support
this nomination.

I am the property owner and I grant
permission for city staff to evaluate the
nominated tree on the property with advance
notice.

Signature

Signature

Date

Date
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SAN FRANCISCO URBAN FORESTRY COUNCIL 2

The Urban Forestry Council will use the following criteria to evaluate each potential landmark

tree. If you need more space to describe the tree, please attach additional sheets.

TREE DESCRIPTION

Tree name (species and common nhame): Metrosiderps Robvstn [ Mor+hern Rata)

Number of trees: onNiEZ
Street address: 1116 VRULE v sTReeT

Location of Tree: Frontyard [JRearyard []Sideyard [] Corner-side yard

[J Public right-of-way [] Public lands [] Not sure
] other:

If the tree which extends beyond multiple properties:
Which part of the tree does so?
Trunk P4 canopy
Where in the neighboring area?
] Front yard Rearyard []Sideyard [] Corner-side yard

GPS units (OPTIONAL):

Height NS5 feet
Average canopy width V35 feet

Distance from one edge to opposite edge of tree canopy

Circumference at chest level 105  inches
Distance around trunk at 4.5 ft off the ground. http://www.isa-arbor.com/publications/tree-ord/heritage.aspx

Circumference at ground level |25 inches
Distance around trunk on the ground where the trunk meets the soil.
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SAN FRANCISCO URBAN FORESTRY COUNCIL .

Rarity

Rarity: A Rare Uncommon Common Other
Unusual species in San Francisco or other geographic regions.

Comment: A Very rave tree From New Lealand,

Physical

size: ¥ Large Medium Small
Notable size compared to other trees of the same species in San Francisco.

Comment:

Age: Significantly advanced age for the species.

Comment:

Distinguished form: >( Yes No
Tree is an example of good form for its species, has a majestic quality or otherwise unique structure.

Describe:  The dresr 16 well-Tormad ard hag o wig jeckee qunlily,

Tree condition: X_Good Poor Hazard
Consider overall tree health and structure, and whether or not tree poses a hazard

Describe:

Historical

Historical Association: X Yes None apparent
Related to a historic or cultural building, site, street, person, event, etc.

Describe nature of appreciation: _ The bvee frumes Ahe Bovr Hovie, Landmark *#31
Alfe on Fhe Natre nal Kqu”l/f oF Hvrleri€ Placeg .

Profiled in a publication or other media: X Yes Unknown
Tree has received coverage in print, internet, video media, etc. Attach documentation if appropriate.
Describe coverage: "~ The Treer gf' San Frameifire ""‘j molee Swilivay

pag es | | gMYSSee aHachedd
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SAN FRANCISCO URBAN FORESTRY COUNCIL 4

Environmental

Prominent landscape feature: }é Yes No
A striking and outstanding natural feature.
Describe, attach photo if possible: __The #tree ] o Shok: ~g and oty e

natvvral ’C}/ﬁ(}u‘r( pavbtvlarly next bo te Buvr Hovee.
x i ;

Low tree density: X _low X Moderate High
Tree exists in a neighborhood with very few trees. |
Describe: _ The hree 8 an\j ere of twe trees talle, than 205 .0

on thg blotle., Twe blolp has MMHD apultrmeat buvld ongs vp be
Sl ewnlle. 5
Interdependent group of trees: __ Yes _K_No
This tree in an integral member of a group of trees and removing it may have an adverse impact on
adjacent trees.
Describe:

Visible or Accessible from public right-of-way: X Yes No
High visibility and/or accessibility from public property.
Describe: __ The tvee if vifible angd clote Fo sidewalle .

High traffic area: X Yes No
Tree is located in an area that has a high volume of vehicle, pedestrian or bike traffic and has a potential
traffic calming effect.

Describe: __ Thwe tree id 1S feed Lrom the corner of Covgh and
Vallejo. The teee blochy nsise from Covgh Shreat trathe.

Important wildlife habitat: Yes X No
Species has a known relationship with a particular local wildlife species or it provides food, shelter, or
nesting to specific known wildlife individuals.

Erosion control: Yes X_No
Tree prevents soil erosion.

Describe:

Wind or sound barrier: X Yes No

Tree reduces wind speed or mitigates undesirable noise.
Describe: _The 4vee vni}-.‘? ales noite dron CGevgh Shest balfic.
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SAN FRANCISCO URBAN FORESTRY COUNCIL

Cultural

Neighborhood appreciation: Yes v None apparent
Multiple indicators such as letters of support, petition, outdoor gatherings, celebrations adjacent or
related to tree, etc. Attach documentation:

Describe:

Cultural appreciation: Yes v None apparent
Particular value to certain cultural or ethnic groups in the city.
Describe nature of appreciation:

Planting contributes to neighborhood character: e Yes No

Tree contributes significantly to, or represents, neighborhood aesthetic.
Describe contribution:

o
Profiled in a publication or other media: “  Yes Unknown
Tree has received coverage in print, internet, video media, etc. Attach documentation if appropriate.
Describe coverage: See aMuc

“ Yes No

Prominent landscape feature:
A striking and outstanding natural feature.
Describe, attach photo if possible:

Additional comments
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SAN FRANCISCO URBAN FORESTRY COUNCIL §

If you have any questions about this form, tree terms or tree concepts, please contact the
Urban Forestry Council staff (below). It is acceptable if you cannot provide some of the
information requested on this form.

A photograph of the tree must be submitted with this form.
Please attach optional supporting documents such as letters, arborist report, etc.

Send to: Urban Forestry Council, c/o Mei Ling Hui, 1455 Market Street, San Francisco, CA 94102
OR meiling.hui@sfgov.org

Any information you submit will be part of the public record.

The Public Records Act defines a "public record" broadly to include “any writing containing information relating to the conduct of the
public's business prepared, owned, used or retained by any state or local agency, regardless of the physical form or characteristics."
Govt. Code § 6252(¢e). The Sunshine Ordinance defines "public information” as the content of “public records” as defined in the
Public Records Act. Admin Code § 67.20(b). Pursuant to the Public Records Act and Sunshine Ordinance, this document is a public
record and will be available to the public upon request, at the hearing site, at the San Francisco Main Library, and on the Urban
Forestry Council's website. Admin Code §§ 8.16, 67.7 (b), and 67.21(a).

Application received date Received by

Tree evaluation form UFC recommendation date
Board of Supervisors Decision

Landmark Tree # Title recorded date
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TOUR 8: Pacific Heights (continued)

the leaves of this species helped save British Captain James CooK's sailors from
scurvy as they were exploring Australia and New Zealand in the late 1700s.)

Follow Vallejo past Laguna Street, where on your right (still on Vallejo) you
will see some STRAWBERRY TREES (Arbutus ‘Marina’). Continue on Vallejo past
Gough Street, just to the iron-gated Italianate Victorian home at 1772 Vallejo,
where you'll find two very rare trees from New Zealand. To the left of the
driveway at this address is a NORTHERN RaTA (Metrosideros robusta), a dlose relative
of the much more comunon NEW ZEALAND CHRISTMAS TREE (Metrosideros excelsa). In
the yard to the right is one of my ?’ivorite trees in all of San Francisco—a gorgeous
and extremely rare TITOXI TREE (Aleciryon excelsus). Backtrack to Gough Street, turn
left, and walk two blocks; just before Pacific Avenue, on your right, are three
stately MEXICAN ¥aN PALMS (Washingtonia robusta). Continue on Gough to Jackson
Street, and turn right, passing the German consulate at 1950-1960 Jackson, fronted
by more strawberry trees. Continue on Jackson, where you will see on your left
the white limestone walls and massive hedge above the Spreckels mansion. Sugar
heir Adolph Spreckels built the home in 1913 for his bride, Alma de Bretteville
Spreckels, who, with her husband, would donate the Palace of the Legion of
Honor to the City of San Francisco in 1924. Alma lived in the Spreckels mansion
until 1968, and the current resident is romance novelist Danielle Steele.

Turn left onto a brick-lined block of Octavia Street. This block has a median
with two large Avocano TREEs (Persea americana) and a CALIFORNIA BAY (Umbellu-
laria californica) in between.

Continue uphill on Octavia until you hit Washington Street, turn right,
and then enter Lafayette Park at the first sidewalk access. Follow the southbound
path that,curves gently to the left. Far to the right, toward Laguna Street and
adjacent to a small park building, is one of the city's largest MORETON BAY FIG
TREES (Ficus macrophylla). As you continue on the path and head downhill toward
Sacramento Street, you'll pass, in the lawn to the right of the path, a GIANT DRA-
cAENA (Cordyline australis) from New Zealand. Continue on the path and exit the
park on Sacramento Street between two CANARY ISLAND DATE PALM TREES (Phoenix
canariensis). Descend on Octavia Street, passing the St. Francis Xavier Japanese
Catholic Church on your right, at 1801 Octavia, until you reach Bush Street,
where the tour began. -
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